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PREFACE. 



It was a bold attempt to lay the scene of a work 
like this, on the coast of America. We have had our 
Buccaneers on the water, and our Witches on the land, 
but we believe this is the first occa»«ion on which the 
rule has been reversed. After an exj»erience that has 
now lusted more than twentv vears, the re^ult has 
shown that the public prefer the ori<:^inal order of 
things. In other words, the book has provetl a com- 
parative failure. 

Tlie facts of this countiy are all so recent, and so 
familiar, that everv innovation on them, bv nu^ns of 
theima!rination,i8coldlv received, if it be not absolutelv 
frowned ujum. Perhaj)s it would have been pafer to 
have written a work of this character without a refer- 
ence to any particular locality. Tlie few local allusions 
that are intn»duced, are not es^^ential to the plot, and 
might have been dispensed with without les>ening the 
iutercbt of the tale. 
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Nevertheless, this is probably the most imaginative 
book ever written by the aiitlior. Its fault is in blend- 
ing too much of the real with the purely ideal. Half- 
way measures will not do in matters of tliis sort ; and 
it is always safer to preserve tlie identity of a 
book by a fixed and determinate character, than to 
make the effort to steer between the true and the 
false. 

Several liberties have been taken with the usages 
of the colony, with a view to give zest to tlie descriptions. 
If the Dutch of this country ever resorted to the 
conmion practice of Holland, in giving such names as 
the " Lust in Rust" to their villas, it has not only 
passed out of sight, but out of mind. In the other 
country, as one moves along the canals, he sees names 
of this character, painted on different objects, every 
mile he advances, and admires the contentment wliich 
is satisfied with a summer-house, a pipe, n canal, a 
meadow that is almost underwater, and, indeed, with 
a country that is what seamen term '^ awash." But 
nothing of this sort was ever seen here. The fine 
natural scenery forbade it ; and a villa on the banks of 
tlie Hudson was a residence that posseted in itself 
advantages to set at naught such small contrivances of 
Inxurv. 

Some persons may object to the manner in which wo 
have sketched the conduct and character of Cornbury. 
We believe, however, that the truth is not exceeded 
in any thing said of this individual, who would seem to 
have had neither dignity, self- re^ pec t, nor principles. 
Tlie fact that he remained in this country a prisoner 
for debt, is historicaU his creditors most probably 



PBXVAOB. Vll 

hoping to extort from Anne further coneeBsions iu 
behalf of her Mrorthless relative. 

As for the Patroon of Kinderhook, the genus seems 
about to expire among us. Not only are we to have 
no more patroons, but the decree has gone forth from 
the virtuous and infallible voters that there are to be 
no more estates. 

" All the realm shall be in common, and in CheapAide ahaU mj palfrey 
go to graaa/' 

The collected wisdom of the state has decided that it 
is true policy to prevent tlie affluent from investing 
their money in land ! Tlie curse of mediocrity weighs 
upon us, and its blunders can be rei)aircd only through 
the hard lessons of experience. 

This book was written in Italy, and first printed (in 
English) in Germany. To the last circnnistance, is 
probably owing the great number of typographical 
errors that are to be found in it. Tlie American 
compositor, however, quite likely conceiving that he 
had a right to correct the blunders of a foreigner, has 
taken the law* into his own hands, and exercised a 
sovereign power over our labors. That our good 
old-fashioned mode of s])clling should receive the 
modem improvements, was, perhaps, unavoidable ; 
but surely, we never spelt ** coamings" {of a hatch), 
"combings;" "rullock," " oar-U)ck," or "row-lock;'' 
or made many other similar, '' long-hhore" blunders 
that are to be found in the original editions of this 
book. 

Care has been bad to do ourselves justice in these 
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particnlara, and we think that the book is more 
iinprovcd, in all these respects, in the present edition, 
than any other work that has passed through our 
hands. 




THE W A T E R-W ITCH. 



CHAITER L 

** What, th«ll tbU iiieech t« tpoke fur our excttM, 
Or khaJI we on » llhoul ft|tolucy T** 

KoMBo A1I0 Ji'Lirr. 

Ths fine cstuaiy which penetrates the American oo«'»t 
between the fortieth and fortj-first degrees of latitude, b formed 
by the conduence of the Hudson, the llackensack, the Passaic, 
the Karitan, and a multitude of smaller streams ; all of which 
pour tlieir tribute into the ocean within the space named. 
The islands of Naiisnu and Staten are ha[>pily plained to exclude 
the t<*mp<.'sts of the open sea, while the deep and broad arms of 
the tatter offer every di^simble facility for foroij^n trade and 
internal intercourse. To this fortunate dl^iKx^ition of land and 
water, witli a tem[)erato climate, a central pt^sition, and an 
immense interior, that is now [)enetrated in every direction 
either by artificial or by natural streams, the city of New York 
is indebted for its extraordinary pro<] verity. Though not wanting 
in beauty, there are many bays that sur])ass this in the charms 
of scenery ; but it may be qu<>stion>'d if the world |K>ss4*s!*es 
another site that unites so many natunil advnnta^'s for the 
growth and su{>|)ort of a widely ext^^nded commerce. A^ if 
never weaned with hor kindness. Nature has placed the Lland 
of Manhattan at the precise p-oint that u mor«t desirable for the 
position of a town. MiUions might inhabit the sfiot, and yet • 

1* 
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ship should load near every door ; ftnd while the surface of the 
land just possesses the inequalities that are required for health 
and cleanliness, its bosom is filled with the material most needed 
in construction. 

The consequences of so unusual a concurrence of favorable 
circumstances, are well known. A vigorous, healthful, and 
continued growth, that has no parallel even in the history of 
this extraordinary and fortunate country, hii» already raised the 
insignificant pronncial town of the last centur}' to the level of 
the second-rate cities of the other hemisphere. The New 
Amsterdam of this continent already rivals its parent of the oUier ; 
and, so far as human {)owers may pretend to predict, a few fleet- 
ing yoars will place her on a level with the proudest capitals of 
Europe. 

It would seem that, as Nature has given its periods to the 
stages of animal Hfe, it has also set limits to all moral and politi- 
cal ascendency. While the city of the Medici is receding from 
its crumbling walls, like the human form shrinking into ^' the 
lean and slip])ered pantaloon," the Queen of the Adriatic sleeping 
on her muddy i>les, and Rome itself is only to be traced by fallen 
temph-s and buried cohmiiis, the youthful vigor of America is 
f:»t covering the wild^t <»f the West with the happiest fruits of 
human indu>try. 

By the Mauhattnneso who is famihar with the forest of masta, 
tlie miles of wlian'<»s, the countless vilhis, the hundred churches, 
the ca'^tles, the smoking and busy vessels that crowd his biiy, 
the daily increase and the gt»neral movement of hb native 
town, the picture we are about to sketch will scarcely be recog- 
ni^ <L IIo who shall come a generation later will probably 
sroilo, tliat subjtH-'t of admiration should have l)eon found in the 
existing condition of the c-ity ; and yet we shall attempt to carry 
the nci»lhTtioiis of the roa*ler but a centuty back in the brief 
hi>t«>rv of his count rv. 

A^ the sun ro-o on the morning of the 3d of June, 1T1-, tlie 
rcjiort of a cannon wil-* h<'ard rolling along the waters of the 
Hudson. Smoke issued from an embrasure of a small fortraBS, 
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that stood on the point of land where the river and the bay 
mingle their waters. The explosion wasTulIowed by the appear, 
anee of a fhig, which, as it rose to the summit of its staff and 
unfolded it<4*lf hearily in the light current of air, showed the blae 
field and red cross of tlie English ensign. At the distance of 
seveml miles, the dark masts of a ship were to be seen, faintly 
relieved bv the verdant back<nx>und of the heij^hts of Staten 
Island. A little cloud floated over this object, and then an 
answering; ^itrnal came dull and rumbling U> the town. The 
flag that tlie cruifu^r M.>t was not \ b«ible in tlie distance. 

At the )>recise moment that the nois4> of the first gun was 
heard, the door of one of the principal dwellings of the town 
0[>ened, and a man, who might have bi^eii \\s master, ap])eared 
on its stoop, as the ill-arrani^ed entrances of the buildings of the 
place are still U*rmed. lb* was seemingly prepared for some 
ex])ediUon that was hkely to consume the day. A black of 
middle age followed the burgher to the threshold ; and another 
negro, who had not yet reached the stature of manhood, bore 
under his arm a small bundle, that probably contained articles 
of the fii»t n^'ces'iitv to the comfort of his master. 

** Tlinft, Mr. Fluclid, thrift is your true philosopher's stone,"' 
oommenced^ or rather continued in a rich full-mouthed Dutch, 
the proprietor of the dwelling, who had evidently been ginng a 
leave-taking charge to his principal shive, before quitting the 
house — ** Thrift hath raa<le many a man rich, but it never 
yet brought any one to want. It is thrift which has built 
np the credit of my hoas<\ and, though it is said by myself 
a broader back and firmer ba<<^ bt^longs to no merchant in 
the colonies. You are but the r» flet*tion of your master's pros- 
perity, you rogue, and so much the tn>»ater n^inl that you Knik 
to his interests. If the sulist^mi^ is wasted, what will become 
of the shadow I Wh<»n I get d-Tkate you will sicken ; when I 
am a-hungen-d, vou will \*** fnmisliMl ; when I di*\ you may U* 
-^ahero — Euclid. I leave tlnv in chari;»^ with i;«xh1s and chat- 
tels, house and stabl<», with my chnntct<*r in tin* noiLcldM>rhood. 
I am going to the Lust in Kust« for a mouthfiil of better nir. 
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Plague and fevers ! I believe the people will continue to come 
into this crowded town, until it gets to be as i>estilent as Rotter- 
dam in the dogdays. You have now come to years when 
a man obUins his reflection, boy. and I exi)ect suitiiblc care and 
discretion about the premises, while my back is turned. Now. 
harkee, sirrah : I am not entirely pleased witli tiie character of 
thy company. It is not altogether as respectable as becomes 
the confidential servant of a man of a certain station in the 
world. Tliere are thy two cousins, Brom and Kobus, who are 
no better than a couple of blackguards ; and as for the English 
negro, Diomede — he is a devil's imp I Thou hast the other 
locks at disp(>sal, and," drawing with visible reluctance the 
instrument from his jH>cket, " here is the key of the stable. 
Not a hoof is to quit it, but to go to the pump ; and sec Uuit 
each animal has its food to a minute. The deviFs roysterers ! 
a Manhattan negro tikes a Flemish gelding for a gaunt hound 
that is nt»v«»r out of breath, and away he goos at night, scamper- 
ing alon'4 the highways hke a Yankee witch switching through 
the air on a bnx^m^tiek ; but mark me, master Euclid, I have 
eyes in my head, as thou kiiowest by bitter experience ! l)Ve 
n?m^nibf*r» rai^arauttiu, the time when I saw thee, from the 
Haijue, riding the b<»asts, as if tlic d(»vil spurred them, along tlie 
dyke of L<»yden, without remorse as without leave ?" 

" I alway bVieve some mako-misohief tell Masser dat time,*' 
retunwHl tlie noi^ro sulkilv, thouijh not without doubt 

" His own eves were the t4*]l-tales. If masters had no eves, 
A pn*tty world would the n<»gn>os make of it ! I have got the 
ro *asiire of (»very black herl on the island regi^tered in the 
bii; iHMik y«ni see me so often lookiu:^ into, especially on Sun- 
da vs : and, if eith<»r of the tiro-lri*s I have named dares to 
eiitt^r my i;rounds l«»t him ex|)ect to pay a visit to the city 
ProviM. What do th» wild-cats nu-an ? Do Un'v think that 
the ir^'l'linii^ wire iKMiirht in Ilollatid, with charges for break- 
ing in, hhij)!n"nt, in^iiranc\ fniirlit, and risk of dis<'aM»s, to have 
llh'ir tli'^h m it-'d from th«Mr rilr* lik** a c*>ok's candle I" 

*• Ere no'tin' d<>n«» in all 'e i^^lauil, but a color' man do him! 
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De do a mischief, and he do all a work, too! I won'er what 
ttilor Masser t'ink war' Captain Kidd ?'* 

** Black or whiU», he was a rank rogue ; and you sec the end 
ho camo t*>. I warrant }ou» now, that water- thief b'^gan his 
uiiquities by ridiniij the neighbor*' horses at night His fate 
Kliould be a warning to every nigger in the colony. The impe 
of darknej» ! The English have no such scarcity of rogues 
at home, that tJiey ajuld not spare us tlie pirate to hang up on 
one of the islands, as a scarecrow to tlie blacks of Manhat- 
tan.'' 

**WelK I t'ink *e sight do a white man some good, too," 
retumi'd Euclid, who had all the pertinacity of a sjiuiKd Dutch 
nogro, singularly blonded with atfection fi)r him in whoso 
senice hi* had boen bom. " I hear obbery Unly say, 'ere war' 
but two color' man in he ship, and *em lioth war* Guinea- 
bom.'* 

*' .\ mfKl'^t tongue, thou midnight scamperer I look to 
my sTfUling't. — Here — here are two Dutch florins threo stivers, 
and a Spanish pistireen for thee ; one of the florins is for thy 
oKl mother, and with th<» others thou can^t light«'n thv heart in 
Ui» Pans ni.^rrvmrikini::^ — if I hear that oitlier of thv ni^\dlv 
coUMus or the English Diome<le, has put a l(*g acrtK'^ h\ist of 
mine, it will be the wois<» for all Africa ! Famine and skch*- 
lons ! here have I bc«*n seven years trvinix to fatten the na^^s, 
jind they still look more Hke wea-^els than a pair of solid g.ld- 

inir«." 

The clo^ of this sj>eech was rather muttered in the di^itano*, 
and hy way of s»)liloi\iy, than actually administered to the 
nam«>«ake of the ijreat mathematician, llie air of the nei^ro 
had Knm a little e<juiv<K»al during the parting admonition. 
Tlii're was an evident struij^le in his mi fid l)etwt»i*n an innate 
luve of di<4ilM>dtence jind as<cr«*t dr^ad <»f his mn^ti-r's ni'vin* 
of informition. S«) l»)n^ as th*^ latter ODjitinU'il in M_:lit, the 
blick watched his form in do\ibt ; and wh-Mi it had turn-^d 
a coru'T, he •;ti>«Kl at a iri/o f >r a m )m"nt with a n»»gr<» 
on a neighboring stoop; then b>tlrsh*.H)k th«*ir heads Mgi.i- 
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ticantly, laughod aloud, and retired. That night the oonfidcn- 
tial servant attended to the interests of his absent master witli 
a fidi-lity and care which proved he felt his own existence identi- 
fied with that of a raan who claimed so close a right in his per- 
son ; and just as the clock struck ten, he and the negro last 
mentioiK'd mounted the sluggish and over-fattened horses, and 
galloiK'd as hard <is foot could he laid to the earth, severed miles 
deeper into the island, to att-.»nd a frolic at one of the usual 
haunts of the j)et>ple of their color and condition. 

lh\d Aldemian Myndert Van Beverout suspected the cala- 
mity which was so soon to succoed his aWnce, it is proba- 
ble that his mi*»n would have be<*n less composed, as he 
[)ursued his way from his own door, on the occasion named. 
Tliat he ha<l confidence in the virtue of his menaces, how- 
ever, may l)e infi*rred from the tranquillity which immedi- 
ately took jKjssossion of features that were never disturlxjd 
without wearing an appearance of unnatund etfort The 
sulxtantial burgher was a little turned of fifty ; and an English 
wag who had im|M)rt*»d from the mother country a love for the 
humor of his nation, hid onc.\ in a conflict of wits Wfore 
the city council, d •*<*ribj*d him to be a man of alliterations. 
When called UjHm to explain away this breach of parliamentary 
decorum, the punster had got rid of the matter by describ- 
ing his opjKment to b-.* ** short, solid, and sturdy in stature; 
full, fiushiuK and funny in face ; and proud, ponderous, and 
praijinatical in projH^nsitir^." But, as is usual, in all sayings of 
effort there was more smartness than truth in this description ; 
thoui^h, after making a trifling allowance for the coloring 
of j>*»litical rivalry, the read »r may reciMve its physical portion 
as sufficiently di'^riptive to aaswer all the necessary purposes 
of tliis tale. If we ad<l, that he was a trader of great wealth 
and shn'wdness, and a b.ichelor, we need say no more in 
this stai^e of the narrative. 

Xotwith^tantliiii; th;' earlv hour at which this industrious and 
flourishing merchant quitted his alMnie, his movement along the 
narrow stret^ts of his native town was measured and dignified. 
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More tlian once ho stopped to speak to some favorite family- 
Bervant, invariably terminating his inquiries after the health of 
Uie raaftter, by sumo fiicetious observation adapted to the habits 
and capacity of the slave. From this it would soeni, that, while 
he had so exa^i^ratod notions of domestic discipline, the worthy 
burgher was far from being one who indulijed, by inclination, 
in the menaces he has been heard to utt^r. He had just dis- 
missod one of these loitering negroes, when, u\\ turning a comer, 
a man of his own color, for the first time that morning, suddenly 
stood Ix'fore him. The startled citizen made an involuntary 
movement to avoid the unc^xjKcted intt»rview, and then, perceiv- 
ing the difficulty of such a st('p, he submitted, with as good a 
grace as if it had been one of his own seeking. 

'•Tlie orb of day — the morning gun — and Mr. Alderman 
Van Beverout !'' exclaimed the individual encountered. " Such 
tft tlie order of events, at this early hour, on each successive 
revolution of our earth." 

The countenance of the alderman had barelv time to recover 
its composure, ere he was required to answer to this free and 
somewhat facetious salutation. Uncovering his head, he bowed 
80 ceremonioifc«lv as to leave the other no rea«*on to exult in his 
pleasantry, as he answered — 

" The colony has reason to regret the services of a governor 
who can quit his l^'d so soon. That we of business habits stir 
betimes is quite in reason ; but there are those in this town, 
who would scarce believe their eyes did they enjoy my present 
happinos*." 

•* Sir, there are many in this ct>lony who have great reason to 
distru<it their seasos, though none can be mistaken in beheving 
they see Alderman Van Bevenmt in a wt'll-em ployed man. 
He til at dealeth in the pnxhuv of the bt^aver must have the 
aniinars perseverance and forethoui»lit I Now, wore I a king-at- 
arms, thore should l>e a conc^^ssjou mad" in thy favor, Mynil«»rt, 
of a shi«*ld Ix^aring the animal mordant, a mnnllo of fur, with 
two Mohawk hunters for 8Upi»ort«'rs, and the motto, * Industry.' ^ 

"Or what think you, my Lord," returned the other, who did 
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not more than half relish the pleasantry of liis companion, " of 
a spotless shield for a elear conscience, with an open hand for a 
crest, and the motto, ' Fruijality and Justice ?* " 

" I like the ojMjn hand, thonij^h the conceit is pretending. 1 
sec you would intimate that the Van l\»verouts have not need, 
at this late dav, to search a herald's office for honors. I ro- 
member, now I )>othiiik me, on some occjtsion to have seen their 
bearings, a windmill, courant ; dyke, coulant ; field, vert sprink- 
led with black cattle — Xo ! then, memory is treacherous ; the 
momincj air is preo^nant with food for the ima<^ination !" 

" Which is not a coin to satisfy a creditor, my Lord," said 
the caustic Mvndert. 

"Tlierein h;w truth l>eon pitliily spoken. Tliis is an ill-judged 
step, Alderman Van Beverout, that lets a gentleman out by 
night, like the ghost in Ilamlet, to flee into the narrow house 
with the crowinjj of the cock. Tlie ear of mv roval cousin hath 
been jKjisoned, worse than was the ear of ' murdorcd Denmark,' 
or the partis:ins of this Mister Hunter would have little cause to 
triumph." 

** Ls it not i»os»ible to give such pledges to those who have 
turned the key, as will enable your lord:»hip to apjily the anti- 
dote.*' 

The q motion struck a chord that changed the whole manner 
of the other. His air, which had borne the character of a gen- 
teel trifler, became more grave and dignified ; and notwithstand- 
ing then* w;is the evidence of a nekh'ss di8f)06ition in his features, 
dn'^vs, and carriage, his tall and not ungraceful form, as he 
walked slowly onwards, by the side of the coni]»nct Alderman, 
was not >^ithout nuich of that insinuating ease and blandishment, 
which long familiarity with good company can give even to tlie 
lowest moral worth. 

** Your <|ue*itioii, worthy Sir, manif -sis great g(X)dness of heart, 
and Corrol»orat«>^ that nputation for ijenerosity, the world so 
fWs'ly i^vi-s. It is true that the Qn«*eu has Ivon persuaded to 
gign the mandate of my recall, and it is certain that Mr. Hunter 
has the government of the colony : but these are facts that might 
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sentation at borne. Time was wanting to enlighten my mind, 
and that time has been refused me. In another year, my wor- 
thy Sir, the Council should have been filled with Vans !" 

*^In such a case, my Lord, the unhappy condition in 
which you are now placed might indeed have been avoided." 

''Is it too late to arrest the evil ? It is time Anne had been 
undeceived, and her mind regained. There wanteth nothing 
to such a consummation of justice. Sir, but opportunity. It 
touches me to the heart, to think that this disgrace should 
be&ll one so near the royal blood! Ti^ a Bix>t on the 
escutcheon of the crown that all loyal subjects must feel 
desirous to efface, and so small an effort would effect the 
object, too, with certain — Mr. Alderman Myndert Van Beve- 

lout — r 

"My Lord, hUe Governor,*' returned the other, observing 
that his companion hesitated. 

'' What think you of this Hanoverian settlement f — Shall a 
German wear the crown of a Plantagenet ?" 

" It hiith l)een worn by a UoUander.'' 

"Aptly answered! Worn, and worn worthily! There is 
affinity between the people, and there is reason in that reply. 
How have I failed in wisdom, in not seeking earUer the aid of 
thy advice, excellent Sir ! Ah, Myndert, there is a blessing 
on the enterprisers of all who come of the Low Countries !'* 

" They are industrious to earn, and slow to squander.** 

" That ex|)enditure is the ruin of many a worthy subject ! 
And yet accident — chance — fortune— or whatever you may 
choo^ to call it, interferes nefariously at times with a gentle- 
man*s prosperity. I am an adorer of constancy in friendshipi 
Sir, and hold the principle that men should aid each other 
throus^h this dark vale of life — Mr. Alderman Van Bevo- 
rout ?" 

'' My Lord Combury ?'' 

" I was about to say, that should I quit the Province without 
exprpvinij part of the n»gret I feel at not hanng sooner 
a^oerUiintKi the merits of its original owners, and your own in 
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partacuUr, 1 should do injttfticp to sK^nsihilities that are onlj too 
acute for the ) voce of him w lio ondurc-s thoin.*^ 

**Is there then hof»e that vour lordshij/s creditor will 
relent or haa the Earl fuml^ht'd means to o|)eii tli^ prison- 
door P 

** You nae the pleasi»nt**t terms, Sir I — but I love directness of 
Uugnage above all oth^^r qualities. No doubt the prison-door, 
as you have 90 clearly expressed it, might be open< d, and luck j 
vould bo the man who should turn the key. I am |Kiiiied 
when I think of the displeasure of the Queen, which, S4>oner 
or later, will surely n^t my luckless persecuUirs. On the 
other hand, I find relief in thinking of the favur she will extend 
to those who have proved my friends in such a strait They 
that wear crowns love not to see dUtn^ice befall the menne^t of 
their blood, for ^orai^thini; of the taint may sully even the 
ermine of Majesty. — Mr. Alderman !" 

- My Lord P 

" — How fare the Flemish geldings f 

^^ Bravely, and many thanks, my Lord ; the rogues are fiit as 
batter ! Tliere is hoj^e of a little rest for the innoct-nt since 
business culls me to the Lust in Rust There should be a 
kw. Lord Governor, to gibbet the black that ridt^ a Ix^ast at 
night" 

** I liethought of some condign punishment for so heartless a 
crime, but there is little hope for it under the admiiii^tratiun of 
this Mr. Hunter. Yes, Sir, wero I once mon» in the prosi^nce 
of my royal cousin, there would quickly Ih> an end to this 
d«*laMon, and tlie colony should be oua* more restored to a 
healthful state. The men of a generation should c«\Hse to lord 
it over the men of a century. But we must h(* wan* of lettim; 
our design, my dear Sir, get wind ; it is a truly 1 >utch ido:i, 
and the profits, both pecuniary and |K>litic:il, should U*long 
to the gentlemen of that dest»ent — My dear Van Bt»ve- 

rout — r 

•* My good Lonl T 

*' Is the blooming Alida oltedient F Trust me, there has no 
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family event occurred during my residence in the colony, iu 
which I have taken a nearer interest th«in in that desirable 
conn«.'xi(>n. Tlie wooing of the youncj Patrt>on of Kiuderhook 
is an :\\Tiar of concern to the j>rovince. It is a meritorious 
youth r 

*' With an excellent estate, my Lord T* 

'* And a gravity beyond his years." 

^ I would give a guarantee, at a risk, that twothirds of his 
income go to increase the capital, at the beginning of each 
season ?" 

** lie seems a man to live on air !" 

"My ohl friend, the last Patroon, left noble assets," 
continued the Alderman, nibbing his hands ; " besides tho 



manor." 



tti 



" Which is no j)add<x*k I' 

*' It reaches from the Hudson to the line of Massachusetts. 
A hundred thousand acres of hill and bottom, and well peopled 
bv frugal Hollanders." 

** I^'sjM ctabli* in possession, and a mine of gold in reversion! 
Such niJii, Sir, sliould be ch*'ri>lH*d. We owe it to his station 
to admit him to a share of this our project to undeceive the 
Qu«*en. I low su|KM*ii>r are tlie claims of such a gentleman to 
the empty pretensions of your Captain Ludlow I" 

** He has truly a veiy g<x)d and improving est^ite !'* 

**Th<*se Ludlows, Sir, jn^ople that fled tlie realm for plotting 
aixainst the crown, are ofteU'^ive to a loyal sul>jc»ct. Indeed, too 
much of this objectitm may U* imputed to many in the province, 
that come of EiiLcli^h bl«>od. I am sonr to sju' that thev are 
fomenters ofdiM^ord, di^turlx^w of the public mind, and cjiptioua 
di<put;ints about jirer«>tr;itives and vo>ted riixhts. lUit there is a 
rejpo^e in the I)iitch character which lends it dignity I Tho 
deM:<'ndaiits of the IIollaiid"rs are men to bo. counted on ; 
where we K'ave ilMin to-dav we see them to-morrow. As wc 
sav in jM)lii*u^, Sir, we know where to tind them. I)o<>s it not 
s4-<m til you partii'ui.irly otKuMve that this Captain Ludlow 
should command the onlv royiil cruiM'r on the htation ? 
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•*I shoultl like it betU^r, inv L»nL w«"" h«* to «»^nv; in 
Ruro|>o,** rotiinied the Aldfrinan, t^lauciu^ a l<^>k Vhind biin, 
And lowering his voice. ^ There was lately a niin'^r that hi« 
jihip was in truth to be sent amon:^ the i->land*.'' 

'•Matter* are i»ettiii^ very wroiiir. ni<M worthy *ir; and the 
greater the necessity tliere <«iiould ly* ou** at t.'juri U» nnd't/'ive 
the Queen. Innovator* ^hould U* inad<* Xtf tpve way to men 
whose nanieH are historical in the t^'ltfuv.'* 

"Twould lie no worMJ for ll^r Ma/M\V crf^dit.** 

"Twould be anoth<*r yc^A in l»**r rromi ! Shouid this 
Captain Ludlow actually marr)' \**\\t u\*-*'f% the family would 
alto'i^ther chanir'* itscharactr — I hav*» th** wor-t m^morv — 
thv motlier, Mvndert, wa^ a— a — " 

"The pious wonimi na** a Van Uu-^^t." 

"Tlie union of thr -^iM^'r with th- \h\n\ not th'-n ndiu**'^ the 

m 

(^r .\lida ti> tlie quality of a half-M i«*d. Th** Lu«ll<>w conri«'xioii 
would d'-tn>v thtf loav«'n of th ' ni< • ! I think the m;m Is 
poniiiK'ss T 

"I cannot sav that, uiv I>jrd, for I woiiM not williniHv 
injure the cr^lit of my woi^t en<*my : but, thou.rh wealthy, 
he is far fn>ra havinir th<» e-tat** of the yoiiuir l*atro*>n of 
Kind'^rhiMik.*^ 

** Dt* •»houM ind •♦•d l>e ^wi into th«* Iiidi^s — Muid^^rt ?* 

** Mv Lord r 

"It would U» unju-^t Uy my -i^ntimfiit^ in favor of Mr. Oloflf 
Van Staats wen* wo to exclud»* him from tho advaiitairt-s (»f imr 
project. This much ^hall I exact from your frit^ndship, in h» 
Givor; the nec<s*arT sum may K* di>i<ltHl. in moieti^-s l>»'tw»N'n 
joQ ; a common b >nd sh-ili n>[)d*r th* atfair comjtact ; and 
then, as we shall !»•» maMiTs of our own ^Tr»'t, there can l>e little 
d«»ul»t of the prud»*no" of our mi-.-iMin-^. Th<» amount Ls written 
in this bit of paj»er/' 

**Two tliou^and |Nmn«ls niy L»rd !** 

•* P:u^l »n m », my d'-ar ^ir ; not a (K.*nny mor»» than oih» 
|t»r each of you. Ju-^tK-** to Van StaaU nHjuin»s that yoo lot 
him into the affair. Were it not for th«> suit i*ith vimr ni»H^% I 
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should take the young gcntlemaa with me, to push his fortUIle^ 
at court" 

" Truly, my Lord, this greatly exceeds my means. The high 
prices of furs the past season, and delays in returns, have placed 
a seal upon our silver ^ 

" The premium would be high." 

^* Coin is getting so scarce daily, that the fiace of a Garoius is 
almost as great a stranger as the face of a debtor " 

'* The returns certain." 



" While one's creditors meet him at every comer " 

** The concern would be altogether Dutch." 

^And last advices from Ilolland tell us to reserve our 
gold for some extraordinary movements in the commercial 
world." 

" Mr. Alderman Myndert Van Beverout !" 

** My Lord Viscount Cornbury ^" 

'* Plutas preserve thee, sir — but have a care ; though I scent 
the morning air, and must return, it is not forbid to tell the 
secrets of my prison-house. There is one in yonder cage 
who whispers that the ' Skimmer of the Seas^ is on the coast ! 
Be war}% worthy burgher, or the second part of the tragedy of 
Kidd may yet be enacted in these seas." 

** I leave such transactions to my superiors," retorted the 
Ald(*rman, with another stiff and c^'remonious bow. ^^ Enter- 
prisers that are said to have occupied the Earl of Bellamont, 
(Tovoraor Fl»'tcher, and mv Lord Cornburv, are above the ambi- 
tion of ail humble men»hant," 

" Adieu, tenacious sir ; quiet thine impatience for the extra* 
ordinary Dutch movements !" said Cornbury, afl'ecting to laugh, 
though h«» wcH'tly felt th«> stinij the other had applied, since 
common r4'|M>rt implicated not only him, but his two official 
pred<*c<*^Hors, in R«'vend of the lawless pn)oe<Klings of the Ameri- 
can Buc^anoi-rs : ** Be vigilant, or la demoiselle Barb^rie will 
give another cross to the purity of the stagnant pool I" 

Tlio bows that were exchanged were strictly in character. 
The Alderman was unmoved, rifind, and formal, while his com- 
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panioQ could not forget his ease of manner, even at a moment 
of so much vexadon. Foiled in an effort that nothing but his 
desperate condition, and nearly desperate character, could have 
induced him to attempt, the degenerate descendant of the vir- 
tuous Clarendon walked towards his place of confinement with 
the step of one who assumed a superiority over his fellows, and 
yet with a mind so indurated by habitual depravity, as to have 
left it scarcely the trace of a dignified or virtuous quality. 
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CIIAITEU II. 



** Ifi» wtvib :ire b«ind5, bii ckiiUh nre omclen ; 
HU love sincere, his thoushts iinin iculitc ; — ** 

TwoGxifTLicMKM or Vkko^a. 



The ]>hiltwoj)hy of Alderman Van Beverout was not easily 
disturbed. Still there wjis a plaj of the nether muscles of 
the fiice, which might Imj construed into self-complacency 
at his nctory^ whib a certain contraction of those which 
controlled the expression of the forehead seemed to betray 
A full conscioiLsnrss of the imminent risk he had nm. The left 
hand was thrust into a pocket, where it dilii^ently fingered the 
provision of Spanish coin without wliich the merchant never 
left his alxxle ; \Uiile the other struck the cane it held on 
the j)avem"nt, with the force of a resolute and decidod man. In 
tliis manner he proct*eded in his walk for several minutes longer, 
shortly quitting the lower streets, to enter one that ran along the 
ridi^e which crowned thf land in that quarter of the island. 
Here he s<K>n stopj)ed before the dtX)r of a house which, in that 
provincial town, had altogether the air of a patrician dwell- 
ing. 

Two filso gablw, each of which was surmounted by an 
iron weatherc*)ck, intersected the roof of this building, and 
the high an<l narrow stoop was built of the red frec-stouo 
of the ct>untry. The material of the edifice itself was, as usuid, 
the small, hard brick of Ilollaml, painted a d 'licat« cream- 
color. 

A siu'^le ]»low <»f the massive cflitterini' kn;xker brouijht 
a servant Uy the d«M>r. The j)romptitude with which this sura* 
mons was answenMl showed that, notwithstanding the early hour, 
the Alderman was an expected guest The countcnanoc of him 
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who acted a«i jxirtor betraycj^l no surprise when he saw the per- 
son who applied fur admUsioii, and every movement of the 
black denoU'd preparation and readiness for his reception. 
1 Kflining his invitation to enter, however, the Aldennan placed 
his back a^iinst tlie iron railing of the stoop, and opened a 
discourse with the ne;;^o. The latter was a^cd, with a p^rizzled 
head, a no»e that was levelled nearly to the plane of his face, 
fe:itur<>s tliat were wrinkli^d and confused, and with a form 
which, thou<;h still holid, was IxMidinc^ with it^ load of years. 

** Brave cheer to tluM\ old Cupid !" coramena'd the burgher, 
in the hearty and cordial manner with which the masters of 
that |)enod were wont to a<ldress their indulged slaves. '* A clear 
conscience Is a good night-cap, and you look bright as the 
morning sun I I hope my friend the young Patroon has slept 
sound as yourself, and that he has shown his face already 
to prove it." 

ITie negro answered with the slow clipping manner that cha- 
ncterized his condition and years. 

•*IIe'ni werry wakeful, Manser Al'erman. I t'ink he no 
sleep half he time lately. All he a'tiverty and wiwacerty 
gone, an* he do no single 'ting but smoke. A gentle'um who 
smoke a! way, Ma«*scr Alerman, g('t to be a melercholy man 
at last I do t!ink 'ere be on*) young lady in York who be 
he deaf some time V* 

** Well find the means to get the pif>e out of his mouth," 
said the other, looking askani*^ at the black, as if to expre^ 
more than he uttered. "Romance and j>retty girls play 
the deuce with our philosophy in youth, as thou knowest 
by experience, old Cupid." 

" I no goixl for any t'ing dat-a-way now, not'inu," calmly 
returned the bl.'ick. " I s<»e a one time, when few color' man in 
York hab m<»re re^|)ect among a fair s«»c', but dat a great while 
gone by. Now, de modder of your Euclid, Mass«»r Alerman, 
war* a pretty woman, do' she hab but poor c*>nduc'. Den 
a war' young herself, and I use to vi«»it at de APerman'* 
fiMlder's; afoit* a Knglish come, and whv'ii ol«* Patroon war' 

2 
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a young man. Golly ! I ffresit afibction for Euclid, do* a young 
dog nebber come a near ni<» !*' 

'' He's a blackguard ! My back is no ftooner turned than 
die rascal^s atop of one of his manter's geldings." 

"Ile'in worry young, master MynVrt; no one get wisdom 
Toro a gray hair.'* 

** Tie's forty, every minute ; and the rogue gets impudenoc 
with his years. Age is a reverend and respectable condition, 
when it brings gravity and thought ; but, if a young fool be 
tiresome, an old fool is contemptible. I'll warrant me, you 
never were so thoughtless, or so heartless, Cupid, as to ride an 
over-worked beast at night" 

" Well, I got j)retty ole, massa Myn'ert, an' I forget all he 
do when a young man. But here be 'e Patroon, who know 
how to tell 'e AlVrman such t'ing better than a ]K)or eolor* 
slave." 

^ A fair rising and a lucky day to you, Patroon," cried the 
Alderman, saluting a large, slow-moving, gentlemanly-lookiDg 
young man of five-and-twenty, who advanced, with the gravity of 
one of twice that number of years, from the interior of the house 
towards its outer door. *' The winds are bespoken, and here is 
m fine a day as ever shone out of a clear sky, whether it came 
from the pure atmosphere of Holland, or of old England itself. 
Colonies and ]»atronage ! If the people on the other side of the 
ocv'an had more &ith in mother Nature, and less opinion of 
themselves, they would find it very tolerable breathing in the 
phintations. But the conceited rogues are like the man who 
blew the bellows, and fancied he made the music ; and there is 
never a hobbling imp of them all, but he believes he is straighter 
and sounder than the l)ost in the colonies. Ilere is our bay, 
now, as smooth a<« if it were shut in with twenty dykes, and the 
voyage will l)e as safe as if it were made on a canal." 

"* Dat worry well, if 'a do it," grumbled Cupid, who busied 
himself affectionately about the |>erson of his master ; **' I t*ink 
it alway better to travel on V land, when a gentle*um own so 
much as mama f^loff. IVr' war' 'e time a ferry-boat go down, 
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wid crowd of people ; and nobodj eber oome up again to say 
how he feeL" 

** Here ia some mistake," interrupted the Alderman, tlirowing 
an uneasj glance at his young friend. ^^ I count four-and-fiftj 
jean, and remember no such calamity." 

"He'm werry singular how a young folk do forget! *Epe 
war* drown six people in dat werry boat A two Yankee, a 
Canada Frenchman, and a poor woman from a Jarseys. Ebeiy 
body war' werry sorry for a poor woman from a Jarsep ! " 

•* Thy tally is false, master Cupid,"' promptly rejoined the 
Alderman, who was rather expert at figures. ^ Two Yankees, 
a Frenchman, and your Jersey wonuin, make but four." 

" Well, den, I s'pose 'ero war' one Yankee ; but I know all 
war' drown, for 'e Gubenor lose he fine coach-horses in dat 
werry boat" 

" The old fellow is right, sure enough ; for I remember the 
calamity of the horses, as if it were but yesterday. But Death 
is monarch of the earth, and none of us may hope to escape his 
scythe when the appointed hour shall come ! Here are no nags 
to lose to-day ; and we may commence our voyage, Patroon, 
with cheerful feces and light hearts. 8hall we proceed 9" 

Oloff Van Staats, or the Patroon of Kinderhook, as by the 
ooortesy of the colony he was commonly termed, did not want 
lor penonal firmness. On the contrary, like most of those who 
were descended from the Hollanders, he was rather distinguished 
for steadiness in danger, and obf^tinacy in resistance. The little 
skirmish which had just taken place between his friend and his 
slave, had proceeded from their several apprehensions : the one 
feeling a sort of parental interest in his safety, and the other 
having particuUr reasons for wishing him to persevere in his 
intention to embark, instead of any justifiable cause in the cha* 
racier of the young proprietor himself. A sign to the boy who 
bore his portmanteau, settled the controversy ; when Mr. Van 
Staats intimated his readiness to move. 

Cupid lingered on the stoop until his master had tamed a 
comer ; then, shaking his head with all the misgivings of ao 
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ignorant and superstitious mind, he drove the young fry of 
blacks, who thronged the door, into the house, closing all after 
him with scrupulous care. How far the presentiment of the 
black was warranted by the event, will be seen in the course of 
tlie narrative. 

The wide avenue in which Oloff Van Staats dwelt was but a 
few hundred yards in length. It terminated, at one end, with 
the fortress, and at the other it was crossed by a high stockade, 
which bore the name of the city walls ; a defence that was pro- 
vided against any sudden irruption of the Indians, who then 
hunted, and even dwelt, in some numbers, in the lower counties 
of the colony. 

It requires great famiUarity with the growth of the town, to 
reoog^nise, in this description, the noble street that now runs for 
a league tlirough the centre of the island. From this avenue, 
which was then, as it is still, called the Broadway, our adven- 
turers descended into a lower quarter of the town, holding free 
converse by tlie way. 

^ That Cupid is a negro to keep the roof on a house, in its 
master's absence, Patroon," observed the Alderman, soon after 
they had left the stoop. ^ Ue looks like a padlock ; and one 
might sleep without a dream, with such a guardian near his 
dwelling. I wish I had brought the honest fellow the key of 
my stable." 

^ I have heard my father say that the keys of his own were 
always better near his own pillow," coolly returned the proprie- 
tor of a hundred thousand acres. 

** Ah, the curse of Cain ! It is needless to look for the fur of 
a marten on the back of a cat But, Mr. Van Staats, while 
walking to your door this morning, it was my fortune to meet 
the late governor, who is permitted by his creditors to take the 
air at an hour when he thinks tlie eyes of the impertinent will 
be shut. I believe, Patroon, you were so lucky as to get back 
your moneys before the royal disjilonsure visited the man I" 

^ I was so lucky as never to trust him." 

^ That was better still, for it would have been a barren inTest- 
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ment — great jeopardy to principa], and no return. But we bad 
discourse of varioun interesto ; and, among othera, something 
hazarded concerning your amatory pretensions to my 



niece.** 



*^ Neither the wishes of Oloff Van Staats, nor the inclinations 
of Ui belle Barborie, are a subject for the Governor in Council/' 
said the Patroon of Kinderhook, stiffly. 

**• Nor was it thus treated. The Viscount spoke me fair, and, 
had he not pushed the matter beyond discretion, we might have 
come to happier conclusions.** 

** I am glad that there was some restraint in the discourse.** 

^ The man certainly exceeded reason, for he led the confer- 
ence into personalities that no prudent man could relish. Still, 
he said it was possible that the Coquette might yet Ije ordered 
for service among the islands ! ** 

It has been said, that Olc^ Van Staats was a fair penH>nable 
young man of vast stature, and with much of the air of a gen* 
Ueman of his country ; for, though a British subject, he was 
rather a Ilollander in feelings, habits, and opinions. Ilo colored 
at the allusion to the presence of his known rival, though his 
companion was at a loss to discover whether pride or vexation 
waa at the bottom of his emotion. 

" If Captain Ludlow prefer a cruise in the Indies to duty 
on this coast, I hope he may obtain his wish,** was the cautious 
answer. 

** Your liberal man enjop a sounding name, and an empty 
eofier," obwr^'ed the Alderman, drily. ** To me it seems that a 
petition to the admiral to send so meritorious an officer on 
service where he may distinguii^h himM»lf, should doM^rve his 
thanks. The freebooters are playing the dexiPs game with 
the sugar trade, and even the French are getting troublesome, 
further south.** 

** Ue has certainly the reputation of an active crui^r.** 

^Blixum and philosophy! If you wish to sucohhI with 
Alida, Patroon, you must put more briskness into the adventure. 
Tlie girl has a cross of the Frenchman in her temper, and none 
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of your deliberations and taciturnities will gain the day. This 
visit to the Lust in Rust is Cupid^s own handiwork, and I hope 
.to see you both return to town as amicable as the Stadtholder 
and the States General, after a sharp struggle for the year's 
subsidy has been settled by a compromise." 

^ The success of this suit is the affiiir nearest my ^ The 

young man paused as if surprised at his own coramunicativo- 
ness ; and, taking advantage of the haste in which his toilette 
had been made, he thrust a hand into his vest, covering with 
its broad palm a portion of the human frame which poets do 
not describe as the seat of the p&<«sions. 

" If you mean stomach, Sir, you will not have reason to be 
disappointed,** retorted the Alderman, a little more severely 
than was usual with one so cautious. "^ The heiress of Myndert 
Van Beverout will not be a penniless bride, and Monsieur 
Barb^rie did not close the books of life without taking good 
care of the balance-nheet — but yonder are those devils of 
ferrymon quitting the wharf without us ! Scamper ahead, 
Brutus, and tell them to wmt the logal minuto. The rogues 
are never exact; sometimes starting before I am ready, and 
sometimes keeping me waiting in the sun, as if I were no better 
than a dried dunfish. Punctuality is the soul of business, 
and one of my habits does not hke to be ahead nor behind his 
time." 

In this manner the worthy burgher, who would have been 
glad to regulate the movements of others, on all occasions, a 
good deal by his own, vented his complaints, while he and his 
companion hurried on to overtake the slow-mo\ing boat in 
which they were to embark. A brief description of the scene 
will nut be without interest to a generation that may be termed 
modem in ref<»rence to the time in which we write. 

A doop narrow cro<*k ]H»netrat4'd the i<«land, at this point, for 
the distance of a quarter of a mile. Each of its banks had a 
row of buildini^r*, as the houses line a canal in the cities of 
Qolland. As the natural oourRe of the inlet was necessarily 
respected, the street had taken a curvature not unlike that of a 
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new moon. Tlie hoa-^s were ultra-Dutch, being low, angular, 
(astidioanlj neat, and all cnx-ted with their gable» to the street 
Each liad its ugly and iucouveuiont entrance, termed a stoop, 
its vane or weathercock, its <iormer-wmdows, and its graduated 
battleroent-walU. Near the apex of one of the latter, a Uttle 
iron crane projected into the street A small boat, of the same 
metal, swung from its end, — a sign that the building to which 
it was appended was the ferry- hoa*te. 

An inherent love of artificial and confined navii;ation had 
probably induced the burghers to select this s]N>t as the place 
whence so many craft departed from the town: since it is 
certain that the two rivers could have furnished divers |K>ints 
more fiivurable for such an object, inasmuch a'^ they jKKsess the 
advantage of wide and unobstruct«*d chann<]«. 

Fifty blacks were already in the street, dij)ping their br(X>ms 
into the creek, and flourishing water o%er the side-walks, and on 
the fronts of the low edifice's. This 11 Wit Init daily dutv wa** 
reheved by chimorous collisions of wit aJid by shouts of merri- 
ment in which the whole street would join, a^ with one joyous 
and n.»ckless movement of the spirit 

The language of this light-hearted and noi'^y nice was Dutch, 
already corruptwl by Eni^lish idioms, and occanionally by 
English words ; — a system of change that has probahly giv«*n 
rise to an opinion, among some of the dt^cendunts of th»» eariiiT 
colonists, that the latU^r tongue is men^ly a patoi** of th»* f »nner. 
This opinion, which so much reseniV)les that a*rtiin wrll-read 
English scholars entertained of the jilai^arisnis of the continental 
writers, when tliey first b^'i^an to dip into their works, U not 
strictly true ; since tlie laniniai;** of Eui^land has pr«)bably 
bestowed as much on the dialect of which we s|H'ak, as it has 
ever receive<l from the pun»r sourc**s of the scIkhiI of Holhuut 
Here and there a grave bun^her, still in his ni«;ht-oap, niltjht 
be seen with a head thru^tt out of an up)H*r window, listeninir to 
tliese barbarisms of s|MH>ch, and tiking n<»te of all the merry 
jibes that flew from mouth to mouth with an indomitable 
gravity that no lenty of thtne beneath could undemiinc 
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As the movement of the ferry-boat was necessarily slow, the 
Alderman and his companion were enabled to step into it 
before the fasts were thrown aboard. The Periagiia, as the 
craft was called, partook of a European and an American 
character. It |K)fiS4\ssed the length, narrowness, and clean bow 
of the canoe, from which its name was derived, witli the flat 
bottom and lee-boards of a boat con^^tructed for the shallow 
waters of the Low Countries. Twenty years ai^o vessels of thia 
description abounded in our ri\ers, and even now their two long 
and unsup|>orted masts and high narrow-headed sails are daily 
seen bending like reeds to the breeze, and dancing lightly over 
the billows of the bay. There is a variety of the class of a size 
and pretension altogether superior to that just mentioned, 
which deservi^ a place among the most picturesque and striking 
boats that float. lie who has had occasion to navir^site the 
southern shore of the Sound mu«*t have often seen the vessel to 
which we allude. It is distinguished by its great h*ngth, and 
masts which, naked of cordage, rise from the hull like two tall 
and faultloss tre<*s. Wlien the eve runs over the daring lieight 
of canvas the noble confidence of the rii;, and sees the compara- 
tivt'lv vast machine handled with ease and grace bv the 
dexterity <if two fearless and ex|K?rt mariners, it exeitos some 
such admiration as that which s[>rings from the view of a severe 
temple of antiquity. The nakedness and simplicity of the 
construction, coupled with the boldness and rapidity of its 
movements, impart to the craft an air of grandeur that its 
ordinary us«'S would not give n^von to ex|)ect. 

Tliouirh, in s*»me n'^iHH.^ts, of singularly a<iuatic habit», the 
oriii^nal a)loni<ts of New York wore fur Ie*4s adventurous, as 
marincTH, than their prt*^ent de^c-eudants. A pa^^Hajje across the 
bay did not <iften cnvur in the tranquil lives of the burghers; 
and it is still within th<» memorv of man, that a vovaije between 
the two principal town'* of the stat4» was an event to excite the 
iolicitudt' of fri<iids and the an\i<*ty of the traveller, llie |x?rils 
of the ']ap[>2uui Z»i», as one of the wid<*r reaches of the Hudson 
is stiJl t4*rm<Hl, wa** often <h'alt with by the good wives of the 
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colon J, in their relations of marvels ; and she who had oftenest 
encountered them unharmed, was deemed a sort of marine 
fonazon. 
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CHAlTEk m. 

**"! hftve gitin confort rrom this fellmv ; mechloki he hath no drowning mark 
npoa biiu ; bit cmnplexSoo tt perfect pailow*.** 

It baa been said that the periagua was in motion, before our 
two adventurers succeeded in stepping on board. The arrival 
of the Patroon of Elinderhook and of Alderman Van Beverout 
was expected, and the schipper had taken his departure at the 
precise moment of the turn in the current, in order to show, 
with a sort of pretending independence which has a peculiar 
charm for men in his situation, that ''time and tide wait for 
no man.^' Still there were limits to his decision ; for, while he 
put the boat in motion, e8|)ecial care was taken that the cir- 
cumstance should not subject a customer so important and 
constant as the Alderman, to any serious inconvenience. When 
he and his friend had embarked, the painters were thrown 
aboard, and the crew of the ferry-boat began to set their vessel, 
in earnest, towards the mouth of the creek. During these 
mo%*emenU, a young negro was seated in the bow of the peria- 
gua, with his legs dangling, one on each side of the cut- water, 
forming no bad apology for a figure-head. He held a conch to 
his mouth, and with his two glossy chooks inflated Hke those of 
Eolus, and his dark glittering eyes expressing the delight he 
^und in drawing sounds from the shell, he continued to give 
forth the signal for departure. 

** Put up the conch, thou bawler I" cried the Alderman, giving 
the younker a rap on his naked {K>llf in passing, with the end 
of his cane, tliat might have disturbed the harmony of one leas 
bent on clamor. **A thousand windy trumpeters would be 
silence itself compared to such a pair of lungs ! How now. 
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Mitster Schipper, » this jour punctuality, lo start Ulore vour 
pa^entrers are iva«ly T 

The uti(li>turlH*«l iHxitmaii, without r^in<>vin:j: th** pi|ic from his 
mouth, |>oiiitttl to th«* Kuh>»l«.s t>n tL»^ water which wore already 
floatiii<4 outward, a oertaiu cxidtiK'e that th*^ tide wa:« un tho ebb. 

•* I care iiothini; for your iri^ and outs your ebl«» and floods" 
retumeid the Alderman, in h-at. ^ Th«rr»» Ls no better time-piece 
than the U-*^ and (*ye of a [•uiictual man. It is no more {>leasant 
to p> before one is ready, llian to tarrj- wht-n all ba^im-ss is done, 
Harkee, Ma-»ter SchipjM>r, you are not the only na\iirator in this 
bav« nor is vour craft the !»wift«.'»t that wa** e\er lauiu'luML Ilave 
a care ; tlioui^h an acqui»'scinuj man by nature, I know how to 
encoura^ an opjK»»ition^ wli«^n th»» public (T'^od seriou>ly call* 
for my »up]K)rt.'' 

To tlie attack on hims^'lt thes<'hipj»er was stoic:illy inditi't*rent, 
but to im{)each the qualiti<is of the iieriai.aia was to attack one 
who depended soh-ly on \\\s el«>«juenc»* for \ indication. Removing 
his pi|>e, then'fore, he n-j<>ined on the Ald»*rman, with tliat sort 
of frei'dom that the stur4lv Hollandt-rs never failed to um* to all 
otfenders, rei^rdh-ss alike of nmk or |>«'rs*»nal «|ualities. 

**l>er wind-ipdl and Ahh'nnan,'' he i^>wled, in the dialect of 
the comitrv ; ** I >hould U» ixlad to see th»» Vniat in York-l»av that 
can show the Milk-Maid her stern I The Mayor and council- 
men had bitter ord.r the tide to turn when they pKa^e; and 
then as ejich man will think of his own pleasure, a pretty set of 
whirl|iool9 they will jrive us in th»* harliorl" 

llie 8chip|»er, havini; delivennl hini^^'lf of his s<'ntiments to 
this «ff«*ct, re>umed his pipe, like a man who felt he deser\ed 
the meed of >ictor}% wln'ther he were to receive it or n«it. 

**It is usel«**« tt> dispute with an olintinate man," muttensi 
the Alderman, makintr hU wav thn»Ui;h \eixetable ba^ikt-ts, butter- 
tubs, and all the i^arniture of a niarkot-lM»at, to the place ocrupiod 
bv his niece, in the «^tern >h»tt'*. *MmhmI morrow to thii% Alidn 
dear ; earlv ri>ini; will make a flower-irarden t>f thy ch«*eks, and 
the frf-»h air of the Littt in Rust will jrive even thy n^ics a diH»|>er 
bloom.** 



r 
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The iiu»lHfi»'d burirlior then saluted the cheek whose bloom 
had be<'n d<*opened by liis remark, with a warmth that showecl 
he was not without natural afft'ctiim ; touched hift hat, in return 
for a low l)Ow that he received from an a<fed white man-servant, 
in a clean but ancient livery ; and nodtled to a young negress, 
wlioete second-hand finory sufficiently showed she was a pei-sonal 
attendant of the hein^j^s. 

A second glance at A 11 da de Barbfcrie was scarcely necessary 
to betray her mixeil des<»ent. From her Norman father, a II u- 
guenot of the petite noblcssie, she had inherited her raven hair, 
tlie large, brilliant, coal-black eyes, in which wildn(»ss was singu- 
larly relieve<l by sweetness, a chissical and faultl«*ss profile, and 
a form which was both taller and more flexible than commonly 
fell to the lot of the dam^'Ls of Holland. From her mother, la 
belle Barlieri«», as the maiden w\is often playfully termed, had 
received a skin fair and spotless as the flower of France, and a 
bloom which rivalled the rich tints of an evening skv in her 
native lan<]. Some of the embonpoint^ for which the sister of 
the Alderman was a little remarkable, had descended also to 
her fairer dau<;hter. In Alida, however, this }>eculiarity did not 
exc4»«»d the ftihn^^s which be<»ame her years, rounding her person 
and softening the outlines of her form, rather than diminishing 
its ease and grace. These j>ersonal advantages were embellished 
by a neat but modest travelling habit, a httle beaver that was 
shadfHi by a cluster of drooping feathers, and a mien that^ under 
the embarra'isment of h«»r situation, pn»s4>rved the happiest me- 
dium betwiM'U moihsty and jM»rfect Si»lf-possossion. 

When A Merman Van IV*ven)Ut joined this fair creature, in 
wh<ise future happiIle^s he was fully justified in taking the deep 
internet which \w has In^trayed in some of the oi»ening scenes of 
this volume, he found her eiigaired in a c<iurteous discourse with 
the young man, who was i^enerally considered as the one, among 
the numerous pretenders to her favor, who was most likely to 
•uccihmL Had other caus4» lx*en wanting, this sight alone would 
have b«»<'n sufficient to restore his gixxl humor ; and, making a 
place for hiuiM'lf, by quietly diN|>oR<*4»ssing Francois, the domestic 
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ol hi-* iiioco, tiie porsevrrini]^ burgher endeavored to encourage 
fin inU»rcoup*o tliat h<» had roa^^on to think mast terminate in 
tho result ho both ine<li tatted and desired. 

In the jiro-ii^nt effort, h<i\vevor, the Alderman failed. Tliere 
is a Ah* linor whivh universally i»ervades landsmen and landswomon, 
when tlioy first embark on an element to which they are stran- 
gers, tliat onlinarily shuts their mouths and renders them medi- 
tative. In the oldor and more obsen'ant travellers, it is ol^ser- 
▼ation and compnriHon; while with the youngor and more 
Btt'^coptihlp, it is v(»ry ajjt to take the charact<T of sentiment 
Witliout st<)p[»inj^ t«» analyse the cause or the consequences in 
the instance of the Patroon and la bolle 15:irl>erie, it %vill be 
suflicioiit to Rtat(\ that in spite of all tho etiorts of the worthy 
bunjhor, who ha<l navii^at^vl the sIui^ljInIi creek too often to l)e 
the subjfrt of any ih*w emotion*?, his youthful companions gradu- 
allv irnw silont and thouixhtful. Though a celibate in his own 
person, Myn<l»»rt had not now to learn that the infant g<Hl aa 
often does his mischi<*f throu<;h this quiet agency a** in any other 
nuinner. lie Wame, thon»fore, mute in liis turn, watching the 
Mow movement of the jM»riai^ua with as much as-^iduity as if he 
mw his own image on the water. 

A quarter of an hour of this charact«^risiic, and it is to be in- 
ferr»»d ai^reeable navigation, broui^ht the boat to tlu» mouth of 
the inlet Here a j)Owcrful et^'ort forc«*d Ikt into the tid«'Vway, 
and she might ho said to put forth on her voyai:e. Hut \>liile 
the black crew were triinminLj the sails, and making the <»ther 
necessary preparati<uis for <l«*j>artun», a \nh^ was h«'ard hailing 
them from the shore, with an order ratluT than a r«'qu«»^t, that 
thev would Htav tlhir inovrni«'nts. 

"Ililloii, the j«ri:iirua!" it cried. "Haul over vimr li«»ad- 
>heet and jam the tilKT down into the lap of that conitortaMe- 
iookinir old tf*'iitlt'nian. (.'ome; K>:ir a hand, inv hummers! 
or vour nu*»'h<)i>»e t»f a erat't will ir«t the bit into it> niouth, and 
ran awav with vou/' 

Tliis summons pnNluo>d a pause in the movementA of the 
cfew. After regard inix each other, in surprise and a*lmiratii>n. 
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the watermen drew the head-fiheet over, put the hehn a-lec, 
without however invading the lap of the Alderman, and the boat 
became stationary, at the distance of a few rods from the shore. 
While the new pas»en|]^r was preparing to come off in a yawl, 
those who awaited his movements had leisure to examine his 
appearance, and to form their different surmises conceniing his 
character. 

It is scarcely necessary to say, that tlie stranger was a son of 
the ocean. Ue was of a firmly knit and active frame, standing 
exactly six feet in his stockings. The shoulders though square 
were compact, the chest full and high, the hrobs round, neat, 
and muscular, — ^the whole indicating a form in which strength 
and activity were apportioned with the greatest accuracy. A 
^rnall bullet head was set firmly on its broad foundation, and it 
wan thickly covered with a mass of brown hair that was already 
a little grizzled. The &ce was that of a man of thirty, and it 
was worthy of the frame, being manly, bold, decided, and rather 
handsome ; though it expressed little more than high daring, 
perft'ct coolness, some obstinacy, and a certain degree of con- 
tempt for othen, that its owner did not always take the trouble 
to conceal. The color was a rich, deep, and uniform red, such 
as much exposure is apt to give to men whose complexions are 
by nature light and florid. 

Tlie dreKH of the stranger was quite as remarkable as his per- 
son. Ue wore a short |>ea-jackot, cut tight and tastefully ; a 
httle, low, and rakish cap, and full bell-mouthed trowsers, all in 
a spotlessly white duck ; a material well adapted to the season 
and the climate. The first wan made without buttons, affording 
an a{M)1og>' for the use of a rich Indian shawls that belted his 
body and kept the garment tight to his frame. Faultlessly clean 
linen ap|)oared throuf^h the opening above, and a collar of the 
same mat<»rial fell over the gay Imndanna, which was thrown, 
with a ningli* carel(*!^s turn, around his throat The latter was 
a manufacture tht^n little known in Euro|)e, and its use was al- 
most entirely confiniMl to seamen of the long voyage. One of 
Its exuU was suffore<l t4> >)low alx>ut in the wind, but the other 
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was brou|^ht donrn with care o%*^r th»> «h»-*t, »h«-r»» it w.'« cro- 
CimhI, by Mprini^ni^ thr> Mmlr- of a Tri.tK kn > w.th an iv'/ry 
handle, in a manniT U> <'«>rjfiii»* th»r -^.Ix to th»' l!n»-n ; a •oft of 
breast-pin that w e\>n now murh 'w-^l l'\ irrinn-r*. If w*r .-nLJ, 
that litfht canvaA slipjK-r*, with fonl-fUnfior* »• A»-<1 in W'if>f#»<l 
upon their iast^'pi, a^ven-*! hi-* f«-^t, w»- -h-tll ^ij jlx\ th.it is n^ 
ooseary of his attire. 

Tlio apfiearancc of one, of t}i»' air an«l dr"** w»- have jn-t ^le- 
tcribcni, excited a »tn>ni; %'ri^ati'>n anKrfj-/ th*- M.u !i^ who •^Ti\r 
bed the stooiM and paven]«'nt*. Hf w.-^t f 1<^ iy :%,t\i'\A**\ U* tf;/$ 
place where he hailed tiie |»«*ri:i'^ia, }fy fo'ir or ti>»' l*/ijri'/»r», who 
stiidie<i hiH mann«*r and nio^^-m'-nM w:th th** a<lrnir:ition that 
men of their cla<w Mrldotn fail U* U-»t«iw on tli'i^ who U';ir afi'^ut 
them the eviden<v of having j»a***d ii>'^ (A a«I\«-fitiir»», and jt^r* 
haps of hard'thip and 'Lirini;. i^-* konini; Vf on** <if th'-*'! idi^n 
to follow him, the hero ^if th#* [n>lia-^hawl •t#f»|i«d inti> an emp»j 
boat, and I'aHtini; loop^ iu fa^L. h*' «-ijlI*-d th<- li^rht vawl t/mard^ 
the craft which wa^ awaitin,: hi« arrival. 'Ih«r<' wa«« in tnith, 
something in the rpckl*'<^ air, th«' d«-<'i<«ion, and th<» rnafily atti- 
tudes of so fine a ^[Mt*im*'n </ a ^-Mman, that mi'/ht hav** at- 
tracted notice from th«»*e who w»*re mor^* j.ra«fi-d in th«» w#*rid 
than the little crowd of a^lmirern he h-ft Uhind him. With an 
easy play of wri>t and elUiw, h«* iiui**^! the \.iwl U> 'jVuh- ahead 
like some ind<»lent marine animal ^wirnmin:; thn>iiirh itn el*'m«*nt, 
and as he sUmmI, firm a^ a plant<>d «tatii*% with a fiot on ea4'h 
gunwale, there was muehof that rrrtitld^'no* cn^ati-d hy hi^ •»t#*a«li- 
ueas, that one aoifiiireA by viewini; th<» r«jN«:it«-<l and ^nrc^-^^ful 
cflbrts of a skilful n »jt»*-<lano«r. \Vh»*n th<» yavil r«-arh«Ml the 
side of the p«'ria'/ua, he dnipfMil a -mall Spanish d in inti> the 
open palm of the netnv>, an<l •»f»rant: on the si«le of \\\o litter, 
with an exertion of mtiMle that »m nt tin* little N^at he tjuitted 
half-way bat^k t/»wards the shore, leaving the friirht«'n»'<l Ma«:k 
to steady himjU'lf in his r<x^kin£f tenemt*nt, in the best manner 
he could. 

The tread an<l |MMure of the stnuiirer, wh<»n he joined tlie 
halMeck of tlie p«'ria;^ia, were finely nauticaU and o*»nfident to 
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audacity. He seemed to analyse the half-maritiine character 
of the crew and passengers at a glance, and to feel that sort of 
superiority over his companions which men of his profession 
were then a little too wont to entertain towards those whose 
ambition could be bounded by terra-firma. His eye turned 
upwards at the sim[>le rig and modest saik of the periaguo, 
while his upper lip curled with the knowing expression of a 
critic. Then kicking the fore-sheet clear of its cleet, and suffer- 
ing the sail to fill, he 8tep])ed from one butter-tub to another, 
making a stepping-stone of the lap of a countryman by the 
way, and alighted in the stem-«heets, in the midst of the party 
of Alderman Van Beverout, with the agility and fearlessness of 
a feathered Mercury. With a coolness that did infinite credit 
Co his powers for commanding, his next act was to dispossess 
the amazed schipper of the helm, taking the tiller into his own 
hands with as much compos^ure as if he were the every-day 
occupant of the post. When he saw that the boat was ban- 
ning to move through the water, he found leisure to bestow 
some observation on his f<41ow-voyagers. The first that 
met his bold and reckless eye was Francois, the domestic of 
Alida. 

^ If it come to blow in squalls, Commodore," observed the 
intruder, with a gravity that half deceived the attentive French- 
man, while he pointed to the bag in which the latter wore his 
hair, ^' you*ll be troubled to carry your broad pennant But so 
experienced an officer has not put to sea without having a storm 
queue in readiness for foul weather.*' 

The valet did not, or affectod not to understand the allusion, 
maintjiining an air of diin^ified but silent sujieriority. 

" The gentleman is in a foreign service, and does not undeiv 
stand an English mariner ! The woret that can come, after all, 
of too much top-hamper is to cut away, and let it drift with 
the scud. May I make bold to ask, judge, if the courts have 
done anything of late concerning tlie freebooters among the 
idoruh?'* 

** I have not the honor to bear Her Majesty's commission,'* 
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culdlj ivtunicKl Van Stants of Kinderliook, to whom this «|ucs- 
tion had been hardily put 

" The b<*^t navigator Is Roniftimes piixzlod by a hazy observa- 
tion, and many an old seaman hna taken a fog-bank for solid 
ground. Since you are not in the court«^, sir, 1 wish you joy ; 
Cur it ia running among slioals to be cruising tliore, whether as 
judge or suitor. One is never fairly snug and land-locked 
while in oom[>any of a lawyer, and yet tlie devil himself cannot 
always give the sharks a iroo*! offing. A pretty sheet of water, 
friends ; and one as snug as rotten c:ibles and foul winds can 
render de8ira!>le is this bay of York." 

** You are a maiin<'r of the long voyaij*'," returned the 
Patroon, unwilling that AHda should not Wlieve him e<]iial to 
bandvint; wits with the stransrer. 

"Long or short; ralcutta or (.'ajx- Cod ; dead-reckoning, 
eye-^ight, or star-gazing ; all'?* one to your real dnlj Inn. The 
shape of the coa>t, U'twtMMi Fun«ly and the Horn, is a^* familiar 
to mv eve as an ailniirer t4> this i>re(tv vouni; ladv; atwl :is to 
the other shore, I h.ivo run it down ofteiu-r than the eoninKMJon^ 
hen* has ever M-t his ]i«'niiant, blow hi«xh or blow low. A crui^; 
Uke this is a Sundav in mv navii^ation ; thouirh I dare sav vou 
took leave of the wite, bU-ssed the ohiMren, i»\«*rhanl<Ml the will, 
and s«'nt to a^^k a if*>*H\ \>t>rd from the prir^t, Ix-fore you came 
aUmnl f " 

** Had th<s«» ceremtuiie'* K*en (^l»^er^<Hl, the dani^iT wonld not 
have l)een inrri'aMul," saitl the voiini; PatnKin, anxious to st<»al 
a i;lanc«' at la K'lle IWln'rie, thonijfh hi** timidity can^^iil him, in 
truth, to l<H)k the oth^r way. "< Mh' is never nearer dani^er, for 
beini; pn»pared to m<'et it.'' 

•*Tnie; we must all die wh^n the nvkonim; is out. Ilat.ij 
or dn>wn — iribl»et or bnll.t clears the \U)rld of a trrt-at d» al «»f 
rubbUh, or the <lrek'* wjhiM i;«'t to In- "^o litt<n d that the vi«v..r| 
e«»uld not be worked, 'llh' la-t enii^e i'* tie* loie^i-M i»f all; and 
honot j'a|M»r*, with a cl. an bill of h« alih. n) ly h«lp a m.m into 
port, wh«-n he l** paM k»« pim; the o|H'n M»a, How n«»\v, s<hii>- 
per! what li*-?* are tloatMJi; aU.ut the d.K-ks thi> nu»niin;;? when 
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did the last Albanyman got his tub down the river ? or whoHe 
gelding has been ridden to death in chase of a witch ? " 

^ The deviPs babes ! ^ muttered the Alderman ; ^ there's no 
want of roisterers to torment such innocents ! " 

^ llave the buccaneers taken to praying, or does their tnidc 
tlirive in this hc<*l of the war ? '' continued the mariner of the 
India shawl, disregarding the complaint of the burgher. ^ The 
times are getting heavy for men of metal, as may be seen by the 
manner in which yon cruiser wears out her ground-tackle, instead 
of trying the open sea. May I spring every 8j>ar I carry, but I 
would have the boat out^ and give her an luring before to-mor- 
row, if the queen would condescend to put your humble 8er\'ant 
in charge of the craft ! The man lies there at his anchors as 
if he had a good freight of real Hollands in his hold, and was 
waiting for a few bales of beaver-skins to barter for his strong 
waters/' 

As the stranger co(»lly expressed his opinion of Her Majesty's 
ship Coquette, he rolled his glance over the persons of his com- 
panions, suffering it to rest for a moment, with a secret signifi- 
cance, on the steady eye of the bui^hor. 

" Well," he continued, " the sloc>p answers for a floating vane 
to tell which way the tide b nmning, if she doos nothing better; 
and that must be a great assistance, scliip])er, in the narigatioo 
of one who ke4']is as bright a kxik out on the manner in which 
the world whirls round as a gentleman of your sagacity." 

** If tlie news in the creek be true," n^joinod the unoiTended 
owner of the periagua, " there will ho other business for Captain 
Ludlow and the Coquette before many days !" 

"* Ah ! having eaten all his meat and bread, the man will be 
obligvsl to victual his ship anew. Twere a pity so active a 
gentleman should k4><*p a fast in a brisk tide's-way. And when 
his (*opi)erH are once more tilled, and the dinner is fairly eaten, 
what dost think will \n* his next dutv ? *^ 

'* Tliere is a report among the boatmen of the South Bay, 
that something was seen y^^tir'night off the outer side of Long 
Island :" 
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** ril answer for the truth of that rumor, for having coine up 
with the evening flood, I saw it myself/^ 

** Der dujveFs luck ! and what dost take it to he f '^ 

^The Atlantic Ocean; if you doubt my word, I appeal 
to this well-ballasted old gentleman who, being a schoolmaster, 
ii able to give you latitude and longitude for its truth." 

*• I am Alderman Van Bevorout," muttered the object of tliis 
new attack between his teeth, though apparently but half- 
disposed to notice one who set so little bounds to his dis- 
course. 

**I beg a thousand pardons T' returned the strange sea- 
man, with a grave inclination of his body. **The stolidity 
of your wonhips countenance deceived me. It may be, indeed, 
unreasonable to ex|>oct any alderman to know the position 
of the Atlantic Ocean ! And yet, gentlemen, on the honor of a 
roan who has seen much salt water in hia time, I do assure 
you the sea I 8{)eak of is actually there. If there be anything 
on it, or in it, that should not be in reason, this worthy com- 
mander of the periagua will k^t us know tho r(^xS^ 

" A wood-boat from the inlet sa^-s tlie * Skimmer of the St»as' 
was lately seen standing alono^ the coast,*' n'turtied the ferry- 
man, in the tone of one who is certain of delivering matter 
of general interest 

*^ Your true sea-dog, who nnis in and out of inlets is a man 
for marvels T coolly obser>'ed the stranger. ** They know 
the color of the sea at night and are for ever steering in 
the wind*s eve in st»arch of adventuri»>*. I wondiT more of them 
are not kept at making almanacs ! Tlirre was a mistake 
comvming a thun<h*r-storm in tlio last I lK)m;ht and all for the 
want of proper scieneo. Ami pray, friend, who Is this * Skim- 
mer of the S*»aV that is said to ho runninuf alli>r his needle like 
A tailor who has found a holo in his neighbor's coat r 

** The witi'lH»s mav t4»ll ! I onlv know that such a rover 
there is, and that he Is here to-day, and there to-morrow. 
8ome say it is only a craft of mist that skims the top of 
the seas like a sailing water-fowl ; and others think it ts 
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the sprite of a vessel that was rifled and burnt by Kidd in the 
Indian Ocean, looking for its gold and the killed. I saw him 
once myself, but the distance was so great, and his manoeuvres 
80 unnatural, that I could hardly give a good account of his 
hull or rig " 

"' Tills is matter that don't get into the log every watch ! 
NVhereaway, or in what seas, didst meet the thing V* 

" Twas off the Branch. We were fishing in thick weather, 
and when the mist lifted a little, there was a craft seen standing 
in shore, running like a race-horse ; but while we got our 
anchor, she had made a league of offing ou the other tack T 

'* A certain proof of either her or your activity ! But what 
might have been the form and shape of your fly-away f" 

** Nothing determined. To one she seemed a full-rigged and 
booming ship; another took her for a Bennudian scudder; 
while to me she had the look of twenty periaguas built into 
a single craft It is well known, however, that a West-India- 
man went to sea that night, and though it is now three years, 
no tidings of her or her crew have ever come to any in York. 
I have never gbne u[K)n the banks to fish since that day, in 
thick weather." 

" You have done well," observed the stranger. " I have seen 
many wond<*rful sights mys<^]f on tlie rolling ocean ; and he 
whose basinesa it is to lay between wind and water like you, my 
friend, should never trust himst*lf within reach of one of tliose 
denPs fivers. I could toll vou a tile of an affair in the calm 
latitudes, under the burning sun, that would be a lesson to 
all of over-bold curiosity ! Commission and character are 
not affairs for vour in-shore coasters.** 

" W<» have time to hear it," observed the Patroon, whose 
attention had b<»en excited by the discourse, and who read 
in the dark eye of Alida that she felt an interest in the expected 
narrati\e. 

But the countenance of the strancjer suddenly grew serious. 
Tie fthook his head like one who had sufficient reasons (or 
his silence ; and relinquishing the tiller, he quite coolly obliged 
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a gaping countryman in the centre of the boat, to yield his 
place, whore ho laid his own athletic form at full len<rth, folded 
hts arms on his breast, and shut his eyes. In less than five 
minutes, all within hearing had audible evidence that this extra- 
cirdinary son of the ocean was in a sound slee|>. 
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CHAFITCR IV. 

<*~B« |»iiient, for iha prixe Pll bring ihM to. 
Shall hofidwink this mlMbuic««-.** 

TtXPKtfT. 

Thb air, audacity, and language of the unknown mariner, had 
produced a marked sensation among the passengers of the 
periagua. It was plain bj the playfulness that lurked about the 
coal-black eye of the belle Barberie, that she had been amused 
by his sarcasms, though the boldness of his manner had caused 
her to maintain the reserve which she believed necessary to her 
sex and condition. The Patroon studied the countenance 
of his mistress, and though half offended by the freedom of the 
intruder, he had believed it wisest to tolerate his liberties, as the 
natural excesses of a spirit that had been lately released from 
the monotony of a sea-life. The repose which usually reigned 
in the countenance of the alderman had been a little troubled ; 
but he succiHKied in concealing his discontent from any imperti- 
nent obser\*ation. When the chief actor in the foregoing scenCf 
therefore, saw fit to withdraw, tlie asual tranquillity was rostored« 
and his pivsence ap|>eared to be forgotten. 

An ebbing tide and a freshening breeze quickly carried 
the periagua past the smaller islands of the bay, and brought 
the cruiser called the Coquette more distinctly into view. Tlua 
TossoL a ship of twenty guns, lay abreast of the hamlet on the 
shores of Staten Island, which was the destination of the ferry- 
boat Here was the usual anchorage of outward-lK>und shipSi 
which awaite<l a change of wind ; and it was here that vessek 
then, as in our times, were subject to those examinations 
and delays which are imposed for the safety of the inhabitanta 
of the city. The Coquette was alone, however ; for the arrival 
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of a trader from a distant i)ort was an event of unfrequent occur- 
rpnoe at the commencement of the eighteenth century. 

The course of the periagua bruu^i^ht her within fifty feet of 
the sloop-of-war. As the former approached, a movement 
of curiosity and interest occurred amonc^ those she contained. 

**Take more room for your milk-maid,*^ grumbled the 
Alderman, observing that the schipper was willing to gratify 
his passengers by running as near as possible to the dark sides 
of the cruiser. "Seas and oceans! is not York-hav wide 
enough, that you must brush the dust out of the muzzles of the 
guns of yon Uzy ship ? If the Queen knew how her money 
was eaten and drank by the idle knaves aboard her, she would 
send them all to hunt for freebooters among the islands. Look 
at the land, Alida, child, and you *11 think no more of the fright 
the gaping dunce is giving thee ; he only wl««hes to show his 
skill in steering.'' 

But the niece manifested none of the terror that the uncle 
was wilUng to ascribe to her fears. Instead of turning pale, the 
color deepened on her cheeks as the periagua came dancing 
along under the lee of the cral^r, and if her respiration became 
quicker than usual, it was scarcely produced by the agitation of 
alarm. The near sight of the tall masts, and of the maze of 
oordage that hung neariy above their heads, however, prevented 
the change fit>m being noted. A hundred curious eyes were 
ahready peeping at them through the ports or over the bulwarks 
of the ship, when suddenly an oflScer, who wore the undress 
of a naval captain of that day, sprang into the main rigging 
of the cruiser, and saluted the party in the periasnui by 
waving his hat hurriedly, like one who was agreeably taken by 
■urprise. 

** A fiur sky and gentle breezes to each and all !** he cried 
with the hearty manner of a seaman. " I kiss my hand to the 
fair Alida; and the Alderman will take a sailor's good wishes; 
Mr. Van Staat^ I salute you.** 

** Aye,** mattered the burgher, " your idlers ha^-e notliing 
better to do tiian make words answer for deeds. A lazy war 
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and a distant enemy make you seamen the lordb of the land, 
CapUdn Ludlow/' 

Alida blushed still deeper, hesitated, and then, by a move- 
ment that was half involuntiin', she waved her handkerchief. 
The young Pati-oon arose, and answered the salutation by a 
court »ous bow. By this time the ferry -lK>at wa<» nearly past the 
ship, and the scowl was quittinrr the face of the Alderman, 
when the mariner of the India-shawl sprang to his fe<'t, and 
in a moment he stood au^ain in the C4'ntre of thoir party. 

*^ A pretty sea-boat, and a neat show aloft !'^ he said, as his 
under-ttanding eye scanned the riLTufing of the royal cruwer, 
taking the tiller at the same time, with all his former indiffer- 
cncc, from the hands of the schipjH'r. " Hr»r Majesty should 
have gcMnl service from such a racer, and no doubt the youth 
in her riirging is a man to get the most out of his craft. 
We '11 take anotlier obser\'ation. Draw away your head-sheet, 
bov." 

The stranger had put the helm a-lee while speaking, and by 
the time th<» order he hati given was uttered the quick- working 
boat was about, and nearly filled on the other tack. In another 
minute she was again brushing along the side of the sloop-of- 
war. A common complaint against this hardy interference 
with the r^inilar duty of the boat was about to break out of the 
U);is of the Ahlerman and the schipper, when he of the India* 
tihawl liA^'d his cap and addresscnl the officer in the rigging 
with all tlie self-jM>^s<ssion he had manifested in the intercourse 
with those nearer his person. 

** II«as her majesty need of a man in her servicK? who has seen, 
in bis time, more blue water than hard ground ; or Is there no 
empty berth, in so gallant a cruiser, for one who mast do a 
seamairs dutv or stan'e r 

The dt'^i^'iidant of the king-hating Ludlows, as the Lord 
Comburv had stvl«»d the race of the commander of the 
r<x]u»^tte, was quito as much suq>rised by the appearance of 
him hIio put thin question, as he was by the coolness with 
which a mariner of ordinary condition presumed to address an 
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oflicer who bore so high a oomniiMion as his own. He lud, 
however, sufficient time to recol^ct in whose p«*.nce he stood 
w he replied, for the stranger had again placed the helm a-Jee 
and caused the foresail to be thrown back,— a change that 
made the periagua stationary. 

"The Queen wiU always receive a bold mariner in her pay, 
if ho come pre|«red to serve with skill and fidelity," he said • 
"as a proof of which, let a rope be thrown the periagua; wo 
shall treat more at our ease under her Majesty's f*nnant I 
•hall be proud to entertain .\lderman Van Ifc-verout, in the 
meantime ; and a cutter will always be at his command when 
he shall have ocowion to quit as." 

•^ Your hmd-lonng Aldermen find their way from a Queen's 
cruiser to the sliore more easily than a soaman'of twenty yearn' 
experience," returned Uie other, without giving the burgher 
time to express his thanks for the polite offer of the other 
"^ou have gone through Uie Gibraltar passage without doubt 
noWe ca{>tain, being a gi-ntleman that has g.< so fine a boot 
imder his orders V 

"Duty has Uken me into the Italian seas more than once" 
Mswered Ludlow, half disiK»e<l to resent this fiuniliaritv, thoudi 
too anxious to keep the jK.riagna near, to quam>l with "him who 
•o evidently had p^)duc.■d the nnexp.-cted pleasure. 

"Then you know that, though a ladv might fiin a ship 
through the stmits eastwanl, it needs a L^vant-brveze to bring 
her out again. Her .Nfa>-sty's pennants are long, and when 
they get fiml around Uie lim>>s of a thorouj;lilv-br»'.l sea-dog it 
pwws all hi^ art to oloar the jam. It is m<«>t worthy of remark, 
that the U'ttcr the seaman, the leas his power to cvt loose the' 
knot!" 

"If the peniiaut be so long, it may reach farther than you 
wish!-.I)ut a U>l.l volunteer has no ocxasion to dread a 
prcM.*' 

" I f«r Uie iK'rth I w^h is filknl" returned the oUier, curling 
ha lip: «ka draw Uie fort-sheet, lad; wo will take our A-par- 
turc. learing Uie fly «f the |N>nnant well under our k*. Ad'wu. 

n 
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brave capUin ; when you have need of a thorough rover, and 
dream of stem-chafles and wet »ails, think of him who visited 
your ship at her lazy moorings.^ 

Ludlow bit his lip, and though his fine face reddened to the 
temples, he met the arch glance of Alida, and lauglieiL But 
he who had so hardily braved the resentment of a man 
powerful as the commander of a royal cruiser in a British 
colony, appeared to undemtand the hazard of his situation. 
The periagua whirled round on her heel, and the next minute 
it was bending to the breeze, and dashing through the little 
waves towards the shore. Three boats left the cruiser at the 
same moment One, which evidently contained her captaiOy 
advanced with the w^ual dignified movement of a barge landing 
an officer of rank, but the others were urged ahead with all the 
earnestness of a hot chase. 

•* Unless disposed to ser^'e the Queen, you have not done 
well, my friend, to brave one of her commanders at the muzzles 
of his guns,** obser^'ed the Patroon, so soon as the state of the 
case became too evident to doubt of the intentions of the man* 
of-war's men. 

*^ That Captain Ludlow would gladly take some of us out of 
this boat, by fair means or by foul, is a fact clear as a bright 
star in a cloudless nic^bt ; and, well knowing a seaman's duty to 
his su[)eriom, I shall leave him to his choice." 

•* In which case you will shortly eat Her ^fajesty*8 bread,** 
pithily retumeti the Al<ierman. 

** The f<KMl is unpalatable, and I reject it ; yet here is a boat 
whose crow seem determined to make one swallow worse fiire.** 

The unknown mariner ceased sjteaking, for the situation of 
tlie periagua was truly glutting to be a little critical. At least, 
so it seemed to the less-itistructed landsmen who were witnesBoa 
of this unexpected rencontre. As the ferry-boat had drawn in 
with the island, the wind hauled morn through the pass which 
communicates with the outer bay, and it became necessary to 
heave about twice, in order to fetch to windward of the usual 
landing-|ilace. The first of these manoeuvres had been executed. 
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and as it oooesAarily changed their course, the passengers saw 
that the cutter to which the stranger alluded was enabled to get 
within-shore of them, or nearer to the wharf where thej ought 
to hind, than they were themselves. Instead of suffering him- 
self to be led off by a pursuit that he knew might easily be 
rendered useless, the officer who commanded this boat cheered 
his men, and pulled swiftly to the point of debarkation. On 
the other hand, a second cutter, which had already reached the 
line of tlie periagua*s course, lay on its oars, and awaited its 
approach. The unknown mariner manifested no intention to 
avoid the interview. Ue still held the tiller, and as effectually 
commanded the little vessel as if his authority were of a more 
r^ular character. The audacity and decision of his air and 
conduct, aided by the consummate manner in which he worked 
the boat, might alone have achieved this momentaty usurpation, 
had not the general feeling against impressment been so much 
in his favor. 

^ The deviPs fangs !** grumbled the schipper. ^ If you should 
keep the Millrauud away, we shall lose a little in distance, though 
I think the man-of-war^s men will be puzzled to catch her, with 
a flowing sheet V* 

'^The Queen has sent a message by the gentleman," the 
mariner rejoined ; '* it would be unmannerly to refuse to hear 
it!" 

^ Heave-to the poriagua ! ** shouted the young officer in the 
cutter. ** In Her Majesty's name, I command you, obey." 

** God bless the roval ladv I " returned he of tlie foul anchon 
and gay shawl, while the swift ferry-boat continued to dash 
ttbead. ** We owe her duty, and are glad to see so proper a 
gentleman employed in her behalf." 

By tills time the boats were fifty feet asunder. No sooner 
waa there room, than the periagua once more flew tound, and 
commenced anew its course, dashing in again towards the 
ahore* It was necessary, however, to venture within an oar*8 
length of the cutter, or to keep away — a Ions of ground to which 
be who controlled her movements showed no disposition to sub- 
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mit The officer arose, and, as the periagua drew near, it was 
evident his hand held a pistol, though he seemed reluctant to 
exhibit the weapon. The mariner stepped aside in a manner to 
offer a full view of all his group, as he sarcastically observed — 

^ Choose your object, sir ; in such a party a man of sentiment 
may have a preference." 

The young man colored, as much with shame at the degrading 
duty he had been commissioned to perform, as with vexation at 
his failure. Recovering his self-composure, however, he lifted 
his hat to Li belle Barbaric, and the periagua dashed on in tri- 
umph. Still the leading cutter was near the shore, where it 
soon arrived, the crew lying on their oars near the end of the 
whar^ in expectation of the arrival of the ferry-boat At this 
sight the schipper shook his head, and looked up into the bold 
iaoe of his passenger, in a manner to betray how much his mind 
misgave the result But the tall mariner maintained his cool* 
ness, and began to make merry allusions to the senice whidi 
he had braved with so much temerity, and from which no 
one believed he was yet likely to escape. By the former 
manoeuvres, the periagua had gained a position well to wind- 
ward of the wharf, and she was now steered close upon the 
wind, directly for the shore. Against the conse<|uenccs of a 
perseverance in this oourne, however, the schipper saw fit to 
remonstrate. 

^ Shipwrecks and rocky bottoms ! " exclaimed the alarmed 
waterman. ^A Holland galliot would go to pieces, if you 
should run her in among tho^e stepping-stones with this breeze ! 
No honest boatman loves to see a man stowed in a cruiser *s 
hold, like a thief caged in his prison ; but when it comes to 
breaking the not^e of the Milkmaid, it is asking too much of 
her owner to stand by and look on.** 

** There shall not be a dimple in her lovely countenanoe 
denuigiKl," aiiftweriHl his cool passenger. **Now, lower away 
your sails, and we'll run along the shore, down to yon whaid 
Twould be an ungallant act to treat the dairy-girl with so little 
r«ivmony, gentlemen, after the lively foot and quick evolutiona 
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•lie has fehown in our behald The best dancer in the ishind 
could not have better played her part, though jigging under the 
music of a three-stringed fiddle.'' 

Bj this time the sails were lowered, and the periagua was 
gliding down towards the pkice of landing, running alwajrs at 
the distance of some ^(ty feet from the shore. 

** Every craft has its allotted time, like a mortal," 'continued 
the inexplicable mariner of the IndiarshawL ^ If she is to die a 
sudden deatli, there is your beam-end and stem-way, which 
takes her into the grave without funeral service or parish pray- 
ers ; your dropsy is being water>logged ; gout and rheumatism 
kill like a broken back and loose joints; indigestion is a shifting 
cargo, with guns adrift ; the gallows is a bottomry-bond, with 
lawyers' Hoes ; while fire, drowning, death by religious melan- 
choly, and suicide, are a careless gunner, sunken rocks, false 
lights, and a lubberly captain." 

Ere any were apprised of his intention, this singular being 
then sprang from the boat on the cap of a little rock, over 
which the waves were washing, whence he bounded from stone 
to stone, by vigorous efforts, till he fiiiriy leaped to land. In 
another minute he was lost to view among the dwellings of the 
hamlet 

The arrival of the periagua, which immediately after reached 
the whari^ the disappointment of the cutter's crew, and the 
return of both the boats to theii ship, succeeded as matters of 
course. 
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CHAPTER V. 



O/tv. ** Did he write thlt !** 
CU, " Aye, Madiim '* 

Wb4T tou Will. 



If we saj that Alida de Barberie did not cast a glance behind 
her as the party quitted the wharf, in order to see whether the 
boat that contained the commander of the cruiMr followed the 
example of the others, we shall probably portray the maiden aa 
one that was less subject to the influence of coquetry than the 
truth would justify. To the great discontent of the Alderman, 
whatever might have been the feelings of his niece on the occa- 
sion, the barge continued to approach the shore, in a manner 
which showed that the young seaman betrayed no visible intereat 
in the result of the chase. 

The heights of Staten Island, a century ago, were covered, 
much as they are at present, with a growth of dwarf-treea. 
Foot-paths led among this meagre vegetation in divers direc- 
tions ; and as the hamlet at the Quarantine-Ground was the 
point whence they all diverged, it required a practised guide to 
thread tlieir mazes without a luis of both time and distance. 
It would seem, however, that the worthy burgher was fully equal 
to the office ; for, moving with more than liis usual agility, he 
soon led his companions into the wood, and, by frequently alter- 
ing his course, so completely confounded their sense of the 
relative l)earin]7B of places, that it is not probable one of them 
all could very readily have extricated himself from the lab)Tinth. 

** Clouds and shady bowers I'' exclaimed Myndert, when he 
had achieved, to his own sati^^faction, this evasion of the pursuit 
he wished to avoid ; ** httle oaks and gre^n pines are pleasant 
on a June morning. You shall have mountain air and a 
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breese, Patroon, to quicken the appetite of the Lust in Rust 
If Alida will speak, the girl can saj that a mouthful of the 
elixir is better for a rosy cheek, than all the concoctions and 
washes that were ever invented to give a man a heart-ache.'* 

^ If the place be as much changed as the road that leads to 
it," returned hi belle Barberie, glancing her dark eye, in vain, in 
the direction of the bay they had quitted, *^ I should scarcely 
venture an opinion on a subject of which I am obliged to con- 
fess utter ignorance.'' 

^ Ah, woman is naught but vanities ! To see and to be seen, 
is the delight of the sex. Though we are a thousand times 
more comfortable in this wood than we should be in walking 
along the water-side, why, the sea-gulls and snipes lose the 
benefit of our company I The salt-water, and all who live on it, 
are to be avoided by a wise roan, Mr. Van Staats except as 
they both serve to cheapen freight and to render trade brisk. 
Tou'U thank me for this care, niece of mine, when you reach the 
bloS^ oool as a package of furs free from moth, and fresh and 
beautiful as a Holland tulip, with the dew on it*" 
. ** To resemble the latter, one might consent to walk blindfold, 
dearest uncle ; and so wc dismiss the subject. Fran^oift, fius 
mois le plaisir de porter ce petit livre ; roalgre la fraicheur de 
la ioret, j'ai besoin dc m'evanter." 

The valet took the book with an empressement that defeated 
the more tardy politeness of the Patroon ; and when he saw, by 
the vexed eye and flushed cheek of his young mistress, that she 
was incommoded rather by an internal than by the external 
heat, he whispered considerately — 

** Que ma chere Mademoiselle Alide ne so fiche pas ! Elle 
ne manquerait jamais d'admirateurs, dans un desert. Ah ! si 
Mam'selle allait voir la fiatrie de ses ancctres ! — ^ 

**'Merci bien, mon cher; gardez les feu i lies, fortcnu-nt fer- 
meea. II y a des papiers dedans." 

^ Monsieur Francois," saiil the Aldennan, separating his niece 
with little ceremony, from her nearly parental attendant by the 
interpotition of his own bulky person, and motioning f(»r the 
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oihere to proceed, ^* a word with thee in coiifideiioe. 1 ha%'e 
noted, in the course of a busy and I hope a profitable Hfe, that 
a faithful servant is an honest counsellor. Next to Holland and 
England, both of which are great commercial nations, and the 
Indies, which arc necessary to these colonies, together with a 
natural preference for the land in which I was bom, I have al- 
ways been of opinion that France is a very good sort of a coun- 
try. I think, Mr. Francis, that dishke to the seas has kept you 
from returning thither, since the decease of my late brother-in- 
law?^ 

" Wid like for MamVIle Alide, Monsieur, avec votre permis- 
sion.' 

" Your affection for ray niece, honest Franqois, is not to be 
doubted. It is as certiun as the payment of a good draft, by 
Crommeline, Van Stopper, and Van Gelt, of Amsterdam. Ah ! 
old valet ! she is fri'sh and blooming as a rose, and a girl of 
excellent qualities ! Tis a pity that she is a little opinionated y 
a defect that she doubtless inherits from her Norman anoestore; 
since all of my family have ever been remarkable for listening 
to reason. The Normans were an obstinate race, as witness the 
siege of Rochelle, by which oversight real estate in that city 
mast have lost much in value I^ 

** Mille excus<»s, Moasieur Botc' ; more beautiful as de 

roAe, and no opiniutre du tout. Mon Dieu, pour sa qualitd, c*est 
une famille tr^s ancienne." 

** That was a weak point with my brother Barb^rie, and, af^er 
all, it did not add a cipher to the sum-total of the assets. The best 
blood, Mr. Francois, is that which has been best fed. The line 
of Hugh Capet hinisplf would fail, without the butcher ; and the 
butcher would certainly &il, without customers that can pay. 
Frangois, thou art a man who understands the value of a rare 
l()oting in the world ; would it not l)e a thousand pities ihat 
such a girl as Alidii should thn>w herself away on one whose 
best foundation in no Ix'tter than a rolling ship r 

** Certainenumt, Monsieur ; MaroVlle be too good to roll in 
de fthip.^ 
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** Obliged to follow a huAband up and down ; among free* 
bootera and dwhonef^t traders ; in fair weather and foul ; hot and 
cold ; wet and dry ; bilgcwater and salt-water ; cramps and 
oaowa ; salt-junk and no junk ; gales and calms, — and all for 
a hasty judgment formed in sanguine youth.'' 

The face of the valot had ros|)onded to the Alderman's enu- 
meration of the evils that would attend so ill-judged a step in 
his niece, as fiuthfully as if each muscle had been a mirror, to 
reflect the contortions of one suffering under the malady of the 



^ Parbleu, c'est horrible, cctte mer !" he ejaculated, when the 
other had dime, "^ It is grand malheur, dere should be watair 
but for drink, and for la proprete, avec fosse to keep de carp 
round le chiteau. Mais, Mam'selle be no haste judgment, and 
she shall have mari on la terre solide." 

**Twould be bettor that the estate of mv brother-in-law 
should be kept in sight, judicious Fran<;oii«, than to be sent 
adrift on the high seas." 

** Dere vas marin dans la fiiroille de Barb6rie, nevair.'* 

*^ Bonds and balances ! if the savings of one I could name, 
frugai Francois, were added in current coin, the sum-total would 
sink a conunon ship. You know it is my intention to remember 
Atida, in settling accounts with the world.*' 

" If Monsieur de Barb6rie vas 'live, Moa*ieur Alderman, he 
should say des chosos convenables ; mais, malheureusement^ 
mon cher mattre est mort ; and, siiir, I shall be bold to remer- 
der pour lui, et pour tout sa famille." 

*^ Women are perverse, and sometimes they have pleasure in 
doing the very thing they are desired not to do." 

**Mafoi,ouir' 

** Prudent men should manage them with soft words and rich 
gifts ; with these they become orderly as a pair of well-broke 
geldings." 

** Monsieur know," said the old valet, rubbing his hands, and 
koghing m'h the subdued voice of a well-bred domett ic, though 
be oouid not conceal a jocular wink ; " pourtant il est (rnr^on ! 

3» 
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Le cadeau be good for de demoiselles, and beitair as for de 
dames." 

^ Wedlock and blinkers ! it is we gassons, as you call us, 
who ought to know. Your hen-pecked husband has no time to 
generalize among the sex, in order to understand the real qua- 
htj of the article. Now, here is Van Staats of Kinderhook, 
fiuthful Franqob ; what think you of such a youth for a husband 
for Alida r 

^ Pourtant, MamVlle Uke de vivacity ; Monsieur le Patroon 
be nevair trop vif." 

** The more likely to be sure — Hist^ I hear a footstep. We are 
followed — chased, perhaps, I should say, to speak in the lan- 
guage of these sea gentry. Now is the time to show this Cap- 
tain Ludlow how a Frenchman can wind him round his finger 
on terra firma. Loiter in the rear, and draw our navigator on a 
wrong course. When he has run into a fog, come yourself 
with all 8])eed to the oak on the bluff. There we shall await 
you." 

FLittered by this confidence, and really persuaded that he 
was furthering the happiness of her he served, the old valet 
nodded in reply to the alderman's wink and chuckle, and imme- 
diately rehixed his s[x?ed. The former pushed ahead; and 
in a minute he and those who followed had turned short to the 
left, and were out of sight 

Though faithfully and even affectionately attached to Alida, her 
servant had many of the qualifications of an European domestic 
Trained in all the ruses of his profession, he was of that school 
which believes civilization b to be measured by artifice; and 
success l(j8t some of its value when it had been e^ted by the 
vulgar machinery of truth and common sense. No wonder then 
the retainer entered into the views of the alderman with more 
than a usual relish for the duty. He heard the cracking of the 
dried twiirs bom>ath tlie footstep of him who followed ; and in order 
that thero might be no chance of mbsing the desired interview, 
the valet be;;an to hum a French air in so loud a key as to 
be certain the sounds would reach any ear that was nigh. Hic 
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twigs snapped moro rapidly, the footsto}>s seemed nearer, 
and the hero of the India shawl sprang to the side of the expect- 
ing^ Francois. 

The disap])oiiitnient seemed mutual, and on the part of 
the (?omrstic it entirely disconcerted all his pre-arranged schemes 
for miftlending the commander of the Cot^uette. Not so with 
the bold mariner. So &r from his self-possession being dis* 
turbed, it would have been no easy matter to restrain his auda- 
city, even in situations far more trying than any in which he has 
yet been presented to the reader. 

** What dieer in thy wuoilland cruise. Monsieur Broad-pen- 
nant ?** he said, with infinite coolnvss, the instant his steady 
glance had ascertained they were all alone. ** This is safer navi- 
gation for an officer of thy draught of water, than running about 
the bay in a periagua. What may be tlie longitude, and where- 
away did you part company from the consorts V^ 

^ Sair, I valk in the vood for de plaisir, and I go on de 
bay for de — [larbleu, non I 'tis to follow ma jeune maltrt^sso I go 
on de bay ; and, sair, I ^i^h dey who do love de bay and 
de sea, would not come into de vooil, du tout." 

** Well spoken, and with ample spirit ; — what, a studt»nt, too 1 
one in a wood should glean something from his labors. Is 
it the art of furling amain ^ueue that Is taught in Uiis pretty 
volume P 

As the mariner put his question, he very dfliberately took 
the book from Francois, who, instead of roseiiting the lilx'rty, 
rather offered the volume in exultation. 

^ No, sair, it is not how to furl la t|u<*ui\ but how to touch de 
soul; not de art to haul over d? calm, but — oui, c'est plein de 
connoissancti et d*<'>prit I Ah ! ah ! you know do C'i<l ! le grand 
homme! l*homme dt» gi'nie I If you n*a<l, MtniM<ur Marin, 
you shall s<»e la \raio jXH^^ie I Not do bii^ UK»k and no ^iui^lo 
rhyme — Sair, I do not vish to say vat is peniblo, mais it in 
not one book widout rhyme; it w.'is not ecrit on de s<'a. 
L49 diable ! que le vrai gt'nie, et les nobU's sen time ots, se 
trouvent dans ce livre, Ui T 
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^ Aye, I see it is a log-book for every man to note bis mind in. 
I return you Master Cid, witb bis tine sentiments in the bargain. 
Great as was bis genius, it would seem be was not the man 
to write all tbat I 6nd between tbe leaves." 

'* He not write bim all ! Yes, sair, be sludl writ bim six 
time more dan all, if la France a besoin. Que j^envie de oee 
Anglais se d6couvre quand on parle des beaux g^nies de la 
France T' 

^ I will only say, if tbe gentleman wrote tbe whole that is in 
tbe book, and it is as fine as you would make a plain seafaring 
man lx»licve, be did wrong not to print it** 

" Print !" echoed Francois, opening bis eyes and the volume, 
by a common impulse. ^^Imprimel ha! here is papier of 
Mam Vile Alide, assurement." 

** Take better hee<l of it, then," interrupted tbe seaman of the 
shawl. ^* As for your Cid, to me it is an useless volume, since 
it teaches neither the latitude of a shoal nor the shape of 
a coast.'* 

^ Sair, it teach de morale ; de rock of de passion et les grands 
mouvements de Tame! Qui, Sair; it teach all un Monsieur 
visb to know. Tout le mondc read bim in la Franco ; en pro- 
%nnce comme en nlle. If sa Majeste le Grand Louis be not so 
mal aviw as to cha*5ser Messieurs les Huguenots from his 
n>yaume, I sb.iU go to Paris to hear le Cid, moi-m6me !" 

** A g^Kxl journey to you. Monsieur Queue. We may meet on 
tbe road, until which time I take my de|mrture. Tbe day may 
come when wo shall converse with a rolling sea beneath us. 
Till then, brave cheer !'* 

*' Adieu, ^fonsiour," returned Francois, bowing with a polite- 
nf?<s that bad lM*coine too familiar to be forgotten. "If we 
do not mi*<*t but in do s<*a, wo shall not moot uevair. Ah, ba, 
ha! MouMour lo Marin n'aime pas a entendre parier de la 
gloirc de la Franco ! Je voudrais bien savoir lire ce f — e Shak- 
•-<|)oar, )M>ur V4>ir cr>mbion Timmortf*! Comeille lui est sup^rieur. 
Ma ftii, oui ; Monsiour IMerro Comeille est vraiment un homme 
illustre r 
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The fiiitliful, self-complacent, and aged valet, then pursued his 
waj towards the large oak on the bluff; for as he ceased speak- 
ing, tlie mariner of the guy sa^h had turned deeper into the 
woods, and left him alone. Proud of the manner in which 
he had met the audacity of the stranger, prouder still of the 
teputation of the author, whose fame had been known in France 
long before his own departure from Europe, and not a little con- 
soled with the reflection that he had contributed his mite 
to support the honor of his distant and well-beloved country, 
the honest Fran<jo» pressed the volume affectionately beneath 
his arm, and hastened on afler his mistro^. 

Though the position of Staten Island and the surrounding 
bays is so familiar to the Manhattancse, an ex])lanation of the 
k)ca]iti«*s may be i^rreoable to readers who dwell at a distance 
from the scene of the tale. 

It has already been said, that the principal communication 
between the bavs of Raritan and York is called tlie Narrows. 
At the mouth of this pa<vsn«^o, the land on Staten Island rist^ 
in a high bluff, which overhangs the water, not unlike the tale- 
fraught ca|« of Misonum. From this elevated jnnnt, the eye 
not only commands a view of both estuaries and the citv, but 
it lor>ks far beyond the point of Sandy-II(X)k into tho o[)en sesL 
It is here that, in our own days, shi|)s are first not<>d in the 
offing, and whenc«» the news of the approach of his vt»ss<»l is 
communicated to the expecting men-hant by nutans of the 
telegraph. In the early part of the last c*»ntury, arrivals were 
too rare to support such an <»>tabliN|imont The bluff was 
therofore little n'sorted to, exct»pt by s<nni» ()Oca'*i»)nal admirer 
of fcenerv, or bv those countrvmon whom busin«>Hs, at lonff 
intervals dn>w tt> the s|M»t, It h.id bi»on early ch'an'd of its 
wood, and the o:ik aln^ady m<M)ti(>n<Hl was the only tree standing 
in a space of some ten or a dnzfu aon^^. 

It has been s<hmi that Aldennan Van IWerout had ap|K»iiit*Ml 
this solitary oak as the jilmv of n*n<li'zvous with Frant^oi*^ 
Tliither then he Unik his way on parting from the val«»t, and to 
Ihia spot we must now traMsfer the scene. A rude sent liad 
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beeo placed around the root of the tree, and here the whok 
party, with the exception of the absent domestic, were soon 
seated. In a minute, however, they were joined by the exult* 
ing Francois, who immediately related the particulars of his 
recent interview with the stranger. 

*^ A clear conscience, with cordial friends, and a fair balance- 
sheet, may keep a man warm in January, even in this climate,'* 
said the Alderman, willing to turn the discourse ; ^ but what 
with rebellious blacks, hot streets, and spoiling furs, it passeth 
mortal powers to keep cool in yonder overgrown and crowded 
town. Thou seest, Patroon, the spot of white on the opposite 
side of the bay. — ^Breezes and fanning ! that is the Lust in Rust, 
where cordial enters the mouth at every breath, and where a 
man has room to cast up the sum-total of his tlioughts any 
hour in the twenty-four." 

** We seem quite as effectually alone on this hill, with the 
advantage of having a city in the view,*' remarked Alida, with 
an emphasis that showed she meant even more than she 
expressed. 

^ We are by ourselves, niece of mine,'' returned the Aldei^ 
man, rubbing his hands as if he secretly felicitated himself that 
the facts were so. "That truth cannot be denied, and good 
company we are, tliough the opinion oomes from one who is 
not a cipher in the party. Modi^sty is a poor man's wealth ; 
but as we grow substantial in the world, Patroon, one 
can afford to begin to speak truth of himself as well as of his 
neighbor.*' 

" In which case, little but good will be uttered from the 
mouth of Alderman Van Beverout," said Ludlow, appearing so 
suddenly from behind the root of the tree, as effectuaUy to shut 
the mouth of tlie burgher. " My desire to offer the ser\ices of 
the ship to your party has led to this abrupt intrusion, and I 
hope will obtain iti^ pardon." 

*• The power to forgive is a prerogative of the Governor, who 
represents the Queen," drily returned the Aldennan. ** If her 
Majesty has no little employment for her cruisers, that their 
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captains can dispose of them in behalf of old laen and 
yonng maidens — why, happy is the age, and ooromeroe sliould 
t)ouri»h !*' 

** If the two duties are compatible, the greater the reason why 
a commander should felicitate himself that he may be of 8er>'ice 
to so many. You are bound to the Jersey Highlands, Mr. Van 
BcreroQt ?" 

^I am boand to a comfortable and very private abode 
called the Lust in Rust, Captain Cornelius Van Cuyler 
Ludlow.** 

The young man bit his lip, and his healthful but brown 
cheek flushed a deeper red than common, though he preserxed 
his composure. 

^ And I am bound to sea,** he soon said. *^The wind is 
getting fresh, and your boat, which I see at this moment 
standing in for the island, will find it difficult to make way 
against its ferce. The Coquette's anchor will be aweii^h in 
twenty minutes, and I shall find two hours of an ebbing 
tide, and a top-gallant breeze, but too short a time for the 
pleasnre of entertaining such gtiPsU. I am certain that the 
fears of la Belle will fiivor mv wi<(hcs whichsoever side of the 
question her inclination may hai>i>en to be.** 

'*And they are with her unoK*,** quickly returned Alida. 
** I am so little of a sailor that prudence, if not pusillanimity, 
leaches me to depend on the expenonce of older heads.** 

** Older I may not pretend to be,** said Ludlow, coloring ; 
••but Mr. Van Beverout will see no pretension in believing 
myself as good a judge of wind and ti«lo as even he himself 
can be." 

** You are said to command her Maj<^ty*s sloop with skill. 
Captain Ludlow, and it is creditable to the colony that it has 
produced so good an offiivr; thon-^h I U-liove your gran<lfather 
came into the province S4> laU^ly as on the r«>torHtion of King 
Charles the Second }** 

^ We cannot claim descent from the United Pronnoes, 
Akterman Van Bcverout, on the paternal side ; but whatever 



64 THE WATER-WITOH. 

inay liave been the political opiDiotis of my grand&tlier, those 
of his descendant have never been questioned. Let roe entreat 
the fair Alida to take counsel of the apprehension I am sure 
she feels, and to {Msrsuade her uncle that the Coquette is safer 
tSan his peria^a.'' 

**It is said to bo easier to enter than to quit your ship," 
returned tlie laughing Alida. ^Bj certiun symptoms that 
attended our passage to the island, your Coquette, like otiiers, 
is fond of conquests. One is not safe beneath so malign an 
influence." 

^ This is a reputation given by our enemies. I had hoped 
for a different answer from la belle Barberie." 

The close of the sentence was uttered with an emphasis that 
caused the blood to quicken its movement in the veins of the 
maiden. It was fortunate that neither of their companions was 
very observant, or else suspicions might have been excited that 
a better intelligence existed between the young sailor and the 
heiress than would have comported with their wishes and 
intentions. 

^ I had hoped for a different aaswer from la belle Barb^rie,*' 
repeated Ludlow, in a lower voice, but with even a still more 
emphatic tone than before. 

There was evidently a struggle in the mind of Alida. She 
overcame it before her confasion could be noted ; and turning 
to the valet she said, with the composure and grace that became 
a gentlewoman — 

** Rends moi le Kvre, Francois." 

^ Le voici — ah ! ma chere mam Vile Alide, que oe Monsieur 
le marin se fUchait a cause de la gloire, et dcs beaux vers de 
notre illustre M. Pierre Corneille !'* 

^ Here is an English sailor that I am sure will not deny the 
merit of an admired writer, even though he come of a nation 
that is commonly thought hostile, Fran9ols,*' returned his 
mistress, smiling. ^ Captain Ludlow, it is now a month since I 
am your dt'btor, by promise, for a volume of Corneille, and I 
here acquit myself of the obligation. When you have perused 
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ibo contents of this book, with tho attention they deserve, I 
may hope " 

*^ For a speedy opinion of their merits." 

*^ I was about to say, to receive the volume again, as it b o 
I ^gaoy from my father,** steadily rejoined AHda. 

^ Legacies and foreign tongues V* muttered the Alderman. 
^ One is well enough ; but for the other, English and Dutch are 
all that the wisest man nec'd learn. I never could understand 
an account of profit and loas in any other tongtie, Patroon ; and 
even a favorable balance never appears so great as it is, unless 
the account be rendered in one or the other of these rational 
dialects. Captain Ludlow, we thank you for your politeness, 
but here is one of my fellows to tell us that my own periagua 
is arrived ; and, wishing you a happy and a long cruise, as we 
say of lives, I bid you adieu." 

The young seaman returned the salutations of the party, 
with a better grace than his previous solicitude to persuade 
them to enter his ship, might have given reason to ex|)oct. He 
even saw them descend the hill, towards the water of tho outer 
bay, with entire composure; and it was only after th<*y had 
entered a thicket which hid them from view, that he {permitted 
his feelings to have sway. 

Then indeed he drew tlie volume from his pocket and opened 
its leaves with an eagerness he could no longer control It 
seemed as if he ex|)ected to read more, in the payees, than the 
author had caused to be jilaced there ; but when his eye caught 
aght of a sealed billet, tlie legacy of M. de Barbaric fell at his 
kei : and the paper was torn asunder, with all the anxiety of 
one who ex])ected to find in its contents a decree of Ufo or 

Amazement was clearly the first emotion of the young 
seaman. He re<id and re-read : struck his brow with his hand ; 
gazed about him at the land and at the wator ; re-|>ora^^d the 
Dole ; examined the supi'rtcription, which was simply to * Capt 
Ludlow, of her Majesty^s ship Coquette :' smiled ; muttered 
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between his te^th ; seemed vexed, yet delighted ; read the note 
again word hy word, and 603)1^ thnisi it into his pocket, with 
the air of a niao who had found reatiou lur both rc^fret and 
sntufactioii in its oontenta. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

'*<-\Vbat, hat thla thing appeftred ugaio, lo-Dl}!htr* 

H A,MLrr. 

^ The face of maii is the log-book of his thoughts, and Cap- 
tain Lu<]low 8 seem agreeable/' observed a voice, that came 
from one who was not far from the commander of the Coquette, 
while the latter was still enacting the pantomime described in 
the clu^e of the preceding chapter. 

'* Who 8{)eaks of thoughts and log-books, or wlio dares to 
pry into my movements T* demanded the young sailor, fiercely. 

^* One who has trifled witli the first and scribbled in the last 
too often, not to know how to meet a squall, whether it be seen 
in the clouds or only on the face of man. As for looking into 
your movements, Captain Ludlow, I have watched too many big 
ships in my time, to turn aside at each light cruiser that hap- 
pens to cross my couise. I liojie, Sir, you have an answer ; every 
hail has its right to a civil reply.'^ 

Ludlow could scarce believe his senses, when, on turning to 
fiice the intruder, he saw himself confronted bv the audacious 
eye and calm mien of the mariner who had, oncH.' Ixforc that 
morning, braved his resentment. Curbini^ his indignation, 
however, the young man endoavoretl to emulate the coolness 
which, notwithstanding his inferior condition, imparted to tlie 
air of the other something that was imiK)sin<r, if it were not 
absolutely authoritative. IVrhnps tlie singularity of the ndven* 
ture aidvd in effecting an object^ that was a Uttle ditlicult of 
attainment in one accu^^tomed to receive so much habitual 
deference from mo^t of thu^ who made the sea tlieir home. 
Swallowing his resentment, the young commander answered — 

**He that knows how to iaoi* hi^ enemies with spirit, may 
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be accounted Bufficientlj bold ; but he wbo braves the anger of 
his friends is foolhardy." 

^ And he who does neither, is wiser than both," rejoined the 
reckless hero of the sash. ^ Captain Ludlow, we meet on equal 
terms, at present, and the parley may be managed witli some 
freedom." 

*^ Equality is a word that ill applies to men of stations so 
different" 

^ Of our stations and duties it is not necessary to speak. I 
hope that, when the proper time shall come, both may be found 
ready to be at the first, and equal to discharge the last. Bui 
Captain Ludlow, backed by the broadside of the Coquette and 
the cross-fire of his marines, is not Captain Ludlow alone, on a 
sea-bluff, with a crutch no better than his own arm, and a stout 
heart As the first, he is like a spar 8Up|x>rted by back- 
stays and forestays, braces and standing ringing; while as 
the latter, he is the stick, which keeps its head aloft by the 
soundness and quality of its timber. You have the appearance 
of one who can go alone, even though it blew hea%'ier than 
at present, if one may jud;;e of the force of the breeze, by the 
manner it prc&Hcs on the sails of yonder boat in the bay." 

** Yonder boat begins to feel the wind, truly !" said Ludlow, 
suddenly losing all othf'r interest in the appearance of the peri- 
agua which held Alida and her friends, and which, at that 
instant shot out from beneath the cover of the hill into 
the broads opening of Ran tan bay. " What think you of the 
time, my friend ? a man of your years should speak with know- 
ledge of the weather.'* 

^ Women and wind^ are only understood, when fiurly in 
motion," returned he of the sash ; *^ now, any mortal who con- 
sulted comfort and the skies, would have preferred a passage in 
n«*r Majesty *8 ship C<)<|uette, to one in yonder dancing periagua; 
yet the fluttering silk we see in the boat, tells us there is one 
who has thought otherwi8<>.'' 

^You are a man of sininilar intelligence," cried Ludlow, 
again facing the intruder; ^ as well as one of singular ^ 
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•* Effrontery/* rejoined the other, observing that the com- 
mander hcsitited. ** Let the commissioned officer of the Queen 
speak boldly ; I am no better than a top-man, or at most a 
quarter-master.** 

** 1 vlsh to say nothing disagreeable, but I find your know- 
ledge of my offer to convey the lady and her friends to the 
residence of Alderman Van Beverout, a little surprising.'* 

** And I see nothing to wondor at, in your offer to convey the 
bdy anywhere, though the liberality to her frientls is not an 
act of so clear explanation. ^Vhen young men 9jieak from the 
heart, their words are not uttered in whis|)er».*' 

** Which would imply that you overheard our convcreation* 
I l)elieve it, for here is cover at lumd to coiicexd you. It may 
be, Sir, that you have eyes as well as ears." 

*^I confess to have seen your countenance clKini^iig sides, 
like a member of parliament turning to a new l(>af in his con- 
science at the Minister's signal, while you ovorhaukMj a bit of 
paper ** 

" Whose contents you could not know ! " 

** Whose contents I took to be some private orders, given by 
a lady who is too much of a coquette herself^ to accept yonr 
offer to sail in a vessel of the same name.** 

••By Heavens, the fellow has rea<ion in his inoxplicable 
impudence 1 " muttered Ludlow, pacing l>nckwarcls and forwards 
beneath the shadow of the tree. ^* The lanirnairo and the acts 
of the girl are in contradiction ; and I am a fiK>l to be triflt.^ 
with, like a midshipman fre«h broken Umisc from his mother's 
ipron-string. Harkee, Master-a-a — You've a name, I supjxwe, 
Cke any other straggler on the ocean.'* 

*• Yes. When the hail is loud enough to be heard, I answer 
fio the call of Thomas Tiller.** 

** W<^I1 then, M:uiter Tiller, so clever a seaman should be glad 
to w»rve the Queen.** 

^ Were it not for duty to another, whose chiim conK'S first, 
nodiing could be more agreeable tluin to lend a Udy in dLntn^e 
a bdphig hand.** 
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** And who is he, who raay prefer a dmm to your services, in 
competition with the majesty of these realms P demanded 
Ludlow, with a little of the pretension that, when speaking of 
its privileges, is ai>t to distinguish the manner of one who has 
heen accustomed to regard royalty with reverence. 

^ Myself. When our affairs call us the same way no one can 
be readier than I, to keep Her Majesty's company ; but •*' 

"This is presuming too far, on the trilling of a moment," 
interrupted Ludlow ; " you know, sirrah, that I have the right 
to command your ser^-ioes, without entering into a parley for 
them ; and which, notwithstanding your gay appearance, may 
after all be little worth the trouble.'' 

" There is no need to push matters to extremity between jis, 
Captain Ludlow," resumed the stranger, who had appeared to 
muse for a moment " If I have baffled your pursuit once to-day, 
it was jierhaps to make my merit in entering the ship freely, 
kss undeniable. We are here alone, and your Honor will 
account it no boasting, if I say that a man, well limbed and 
active, who stands six feet between plank and carline, is not 
likely to be led against his will, like a yawl towing at the stem 
of a four-and-forty. I am a seaman, Sir ; and though the oceaa 
is my home, I never venture on it without sufficient footing. 
Look abroa<l from this hill, and say whether there is any craft 
in view, except the cruiser of the Queen, which would be likely 
to suit the taste of a mariner of the long voyage f " 

" By which you would have me understand, you are here in 
quest of service ? " 

** Notliing less ; and though the opinion of a foremast Jack 
may be of little value, you will not be displeased to hear, thai 
I might look further without finding a prettier sea-boat, or a 
swifter, than the one which sails under vour own orders. A 
seaman of your station, Captain Ludlow, is not now to learn 
that a man speaks difit^rently, while his name is his own, and 
after he has given it away to the crown : and therefore I hope 
my present frt'cdom will not be lonjr remembered." 

*^ I have met men of your humor before, my friend, and I 
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have not now to learii, that a thorou^rh man-of-war's man is as 
impudent on shore as he is obedient afloat Is that a sail, in 
the offing, or is it the wing of a sea-fowl, glittering in the sun f" 

** It maj be either," obRer>'ed the audacious mariner, turning 
his eyes leisurely towards the oi)en ocean, ** for we have a wide 
look-out from this windy bluff. Here are gulls 8}x)rting above 
the waves, that turn their feathers towards the light" 

** Look more seaward. That spot of shining white should be 
the canvas of some craft, hovering in the offing ! " 

" Nothing more probable, in so light a breeze. Your coasters 
are in and out, like water-rats on a wharf, at any hour of the 
twenty-four — and yet to me it seems the comb of a breaking 
tea." 

*^ Tis snow-white duck ; such as vour swiil rover wears on his 
bftier spars ! " 

" A duck that is flown," returned the stranger drily, " for it 
is no longer to be seen. These fly-aways. Captain Ludlow, give 
us seamen many sleepless nights and idle chases. I was onoe 
running down the coast of Italy, between the island of Corsica 
and the main, when one of those dola<«ioiis bes<*t the crew, in a 
manner that hath taught me to put little faith in eyes, unless 
backed by a clear horizon and a axA head." 

** 111 hear the circumstance," said Ludlow, withdrawing his 
gase from the distant oc^an, Uke one who was satistied his senses 
had been diK54»ived. ** What of this marvel of the Italian seas ? " 

** A'mar\-el truly, as your Honor i»ill confi^ when I read 
yon the affiiir, much in the words I had it logired, for the 
knowledge of all concerned. It was the last hour of the second 
dog-watch, on Easter-Sunday, with the wind here at south-east 
easterly. A light air flUod the upper canvas, and jii<»t gave us 
command of the ship. The mountiins of Corsica, with Monte 
Christo and Elba, had all been sunk S4>me hour^, and we were on 
the yards, keeping a look-out for a landfall on the Itoman coast 
A low, thick bank of dnftini^ fog lay alouj; the sea, in-shore of 
na, which all bt^Ueved to be tlie swoat of the land, and thought 
no mora of; though none wishe<i to pnter it for that is a coast 
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where foul airs rise, and through which the gulls and land-birds 
refuse to fly. Well, here we lay, the mainsail in the brails, the 
topsails beating the mast-heads, like a maiden fanning herself 
when she sees her lover, and nothing full but the upper duck, 
with tlie sun fairly below the water in the western board. I was 
then young, and quick of eye, as of foot, and therefore anaong 
the first to see the sight I ^ 

** Which was ? '^ said Ludlow, interested in spite of his 

assumed air of indiflerenc. 

^* Why, here just above the bank of foul air, that ever rests 
on that coast, there was seen an object, that looked like ribs of 
bright hght, as if a thousand stars had quitted their usual berths 
in the heaven, to warn us off the land by a supernatural beacon. 
The sight was in itself altogether out of nature and surprising. 
As the night thickened, it grew brighter and more glowing, as 
if *twore meant in earnest to warn us from Uie coast But when 
the word was passed to send the glasses aloft, there was seen a 
gUttf'ring cross on high, and Luc above the spars on which 
earthly shijis carry tlieir private signals.** 

^ This was indeed extraordinary I and what did you, to come 
at the character of the heavenly symbol I *' 

^ We wore off shore, and left it a clear berth for bolder 
mariners. Glad enough was I to see, with the morning son, the 
snowy hills of Corsica again ? " 

^ And the appearance of that object was never explained ! ** 

^* Nor ever will be. I have since 8|K>ke with the mariners of 
that sea concerning the sights but never found any who could 
pretend to have S(K*n it. There was indeed one bold enough to 
say, there is a church, fair inhind, of height and magnitude 
sufficient to be seen some leagues at sea, and that, favored by 
our position and the mists that hung al)ove the low grounds, 
we had S4^'n \\s up})er works, looming above the fogs, and 
lightiHi for somt* brilliant (vremony ; but we were all too old in 
seaman V e\|N*rii'nc<* to credit so wild a tale. I know not but a 
church may l«M>ro, as woll as a liill or a ahip ; but he who 
pretends to say that the hands of man con thus pile stODoa 
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among the clouds, should be certain of believers, ere he pushes 
the tale too far.*' 

** Your narrative is extraordinary, and the marvel should 
have been looked into closer. It may truly have been a church, 
<or there stands an edifice at Home, which towers to treble the 
hcix»ht of a cniLscr's masts." 

** IIavin;r rarely troubled churches, I know not why a church 
should trouble me,*' said the manner of the sash, while he 
turned his back on the ocean, as if indis|K)sed to rei^ard the waste 
of water loniifiT. " It is now twelve years since that sight was 
seen, and thou<;h a seaman of many voyajj^es, my eyes have not 
looke<l upon the Itoraan coast from that hour to this. Will 
your Honor lead the way from the bluff, as becomes your 
rankf 

** Your tale of the buminar cross and loomiii<j church. Master 
Tiller, had almost caused me to forgot to watch the movements 
of yon jieriacrvia," returned Ludlow, who still continued to fjice 
the bay. **niat oljstinate old Dutchman — I say, Sir, that 
Mr. Alderman Van Beverout hits greater contidinice in this 
description of craft than I feel myself. I like not the looks of 
yonder cloud, which is rising from out the mouth of Raritan ; 
and here, seaward, we have a gloomy horizon. 15y Ileaven ! 
there is a sail placing in the offing or my eye hatli lost its use 
and judgment'* 

•* Your honor sees the wing of the sj)ortini; t^ill again ; it had 
been nigh to dec^»ive my sight, which would be to cheat the 
k>ok-out of a man that has the advantat^o of some ten or fifteen 
years' more practice in marine apjH»anint*es. I rc»niember once, 
when bleating in among the islands of the China s^'a^, with the 
trad<^ here at s<»uth-ea«4t " 

** Enough of your mar>i'L*, friend ; the church is as much as 
I can swallow, in one morning. — It may have been a gull ! fi»r 
I confess the obji^ct small : yet it h:ul the steadiness and size of 
a distant sail ! 1*here is some n>;ison to expect one on 
our coast, for whom a bright and seaman's watch must be 
had.** 

4 
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'^ litis may then leave me a clioicc of sbijis,** rejoined 
Tiller. ^' I thank your honor for having spoken, before I 
had given myself away to tlie Queen ; who is a lady that is 
much more apt to receive gifts of this natiuv than to retani 
them." 

*^ If your respect aboard shall bear any proportion to your 
hardihood on shore, you may be accounted a model of ciriUty I 
But a mariner of your pretension should have some regard to 
the character of the vessel in wliich ho takes ser\-ice." 

^ That of which your honor spoke, is then a buccaneer T 

^ If not a buccaneer, one but little bettier. A lawless trader, 
under the most favorable view ; and there arc those who think 
that he, who has gone so far, has not sto[>t short of the end. 
But the re|»utation of the *' Skimmer of the Seas^ must be known 
to one who has navigated the ocean, long as you.*^ 

^ Vou will overlook the curiosity of a sea&ring man, in a 
matter of his profession,** returned the mariner of the sash, Mith 
strong and oident interest in his manner. ^ I am lately from 
a distant ocean, and though many tales of tlie buccaneers of the 
islands have been narrated, I do not remember to have heard 
of that rover, before his name came into Uie discourse between 
me and the schipper of the boat that plies between this landing 
and the city. I am not altogetlier what I seem, Ca{>tAin 
Ludlow ; and when further acquaintance and hard scnice shall 
have brought me more before the eyes of my commander, he 
may not rojient hanng induced a thorough seaman to enter hia 
ship, by a little condescension and good-nature shown while the 
man was still his own master. Your honor will take no ofienoe 
at my boldness, when I tell you I should be glad to know more 
of this unlawful trader.** 

Ludlow riveted hu eyes on the unmoved and manly oounte* 
nance of his companion. There was a vague and undefined 
suspicion in the look ; but it vanished, as the practised organs 
drank in tlie assurance, which so much physical promise afforded* 
of the aid of a lM»]d and active mariner. Rather amused than 
offended by the freedom of the request, he turned upon his heel, 
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and as tbey descended the blufi^ on their way towards the plaoe 
of landing, he continued the dialogue. 

^ You are truly from a distant ocean,'' said the young captain 
of tlie Coquette, smiling like a man who apologizes to himself 
l^r an act of what he thought undue condescension, *^ if the 
exploits of a brigantine known by the name of the ^ Water- 
Witch,' and of him who commands her, under the fit appellation 
of the * Skinuner of the Seas,' have not yet reached your ears. 
It is now five summeis since orders have been in the culonies 
for the cruisers to be on the alert to hunt the picaroon ; and it 
is even said, the daring smuggler has often braved the |)ennantB 
of the narraw seas. Twould be a bigger ship, if not knight- 
hood, to the lucky officer who should catch the knave I'" 

^ He must drive a money-gaining trade to run these risks, 
and to brave the efforts of so many skilful gentlemen ! May I 
add to a presumption that your Ilonor already finds too bold, if 
<Hie may judge by a displeasfnl eye, by asking if re}X}rt speaks to 
tlie fiioe and other particulars of the person of this — free-trader, 
one must call him, though freebooter should be a better 
word." 

** What matteis the personal condition of a rogue T said 
Captain Lndk>w, who perhaps remembered that tlie freedom of 
their intercourse had been carried as &r as com)x>rted with 
prudence. 

^ What matter, truly I I asked because the description 
answers a little to that of a man I once knew, in the seas of 
further India, and who has long since disappeared, though no 
one can say whither ho has gone. But this ^ Skimmer of the 
Seas ' la some Spaniard of the Main, or porhn|)A a Dutchman 
ooroc from the country that is awash, in order to taste of terri- 
fifma." 

^ Spaniard of the southern ooMt never carried so bold a sail 
ia ibeM) seas, nor was there ever known a Dutchman with so 
light a heel. The fellow is said to Uugh at the swiftest cnusor 
ovt of England I As to his figure, I have h^Mird little good of 
it Tis said, he is some soured officer of better days, who has 
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<|uittc«l the interooursc of honest men, because rognery k fo 
pU^nly written on his face, that he vainly tries to hide it** 

^ Mine was a proper man, and one that need not have been 
ashamed to show his countenance among his fellows,** said he 
of the sash. ^ This cannot be the same, if indeed there be any 
on the coast — ^Is^t known, your Honor, that the man is truly 
beror 

^ So goes a rumor ; though so many idle talcs have led me 
before to seek the smugirlcr where he was not, that I give but 
little fiiith to the report — ^The periagua has tlie wind more at 
west, and the cloud in the mouth of the Riritnn is breaking 
into scud. The Alderman will have a lucky run of it T 

" And the gulls have gone more seaward — ^a certain sign of 
pleasant weather,'' returned the other, glancing a quick but 
keen look over the horizon, in the oflSng. " I believe our rover, 
witli his light duck, has taken flight among them r 

** We will Uien go in pursuit My ship is bound to sea ; and 
it is time. Master Tiller* that I know in what berth you are will- 
ing to ser^'c the Queen." 

^ God bless her Majesty ! Anne is a royal lady, and she had 
a Lord High Admiral for her husband. As for a berth, sir, one 
always wishes to be captain, even though he may be compelled 
to eat his rations in the lee scuppers. I suppo^ the first lieu- 
tenancy is filled to your honoris liking ! " 

" Sirrah, this is trifling ; one of your years and experience 
need not be UAd that commissions are obtained by service.** 

^ Under favor; I confi'ss the error. Captain Ludlow, you 
are a man of honor, and will not deceive a sailor who puts trust 
in your word." 

" Sailor or lan<Uman, he is safe who has the gage.** 

•• Then, sir, 1 ask it Suffix me to enter your ship ; to look 
into my future mesHmatc^i, and to judge of their characters ; to 
see if the vessel suits my humor ; and then to quit her, if I find 
it convenient" 

" Fellow," said Ludlow, ^* this impudence almost turpassetb 
patience T 
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"The roquost is reasonable, as can be shown,^ gravely 
returned the unknown mariner. " Now, Captain Ludlow of 
the Coquette would gladly tie himself^ for better for worse, to a 
{mt lady who has lately gone on the water, and yet there arc 
thousands who might be liad with less difficulty.** 

** Still deeper and deeper in thy effrontery ! And what if this 
le true .'" 

^ Sir, a 9hip in a seaman's mistress — nay, when fairly under a 
pennant, with a war declared, he may be said to be wedded to 
her, lawfully or not lie becomes ^ bone of her bone, and ilc!»h 
of her flesh, until death doth them part.* To such a long com- 
pact there should be liberty of choice. Has not your mariner a 
taste as well as your lover ? The har{>iugs and counter of his 
ship are the waist and shoulders ; the rigging, the ringlets ; the 
cut and fit of tlie sails, tlie fashion of the millinery ; the guns 
are always called tlie teeth, and her paint is the blush and 
bloom ! llere is matter of choice, sir ; and, without leave to 
make it, I must wish your honor a ha])py cruise, and the queen 
a better servitor." 

*• Why, Master Tiller,*' cried Ludlow, laughing, " you trust 
too much to these stunted oaks, if you believe it exceeds my 
power to hunt you out of their cover at pleasure. 13ut I take 
you at your word, llie Coquette shall receive you on those 
conditions, and with the confidence that a first-mte citv hello 
would enter a country ball room.** 

•* I fuUow in your honor's wake without more words," returned 
he of the sash, for the fin^t time n'siiectfully rai>ing his cnnvns 
cap to the young commaiid(»r. **TI)ough not actually married, 
consider me a man K'troth<Ml." 

It is not neces«*ary to punue tlie dis<\)urse IkHwoou the two 
seamen any further. It was maiiitsiinod, and v^itli sufliciont 
freedom on the part of tlie inferior, until they reached tlie 
shore, and came in full view of the |)eiinant of the Qu(H*n, whon, 
with the tact of an old man-of-war's man, he threw into his 
manner all the resjtect that wa» usually required by the dilTer- 
ence of rank. 
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Half an hour later, the Coquette was rolling at a aingle anchor, 
as the pul& of wind came off the hiUs on her three topsaib ; and 
shortly after she was seen standing through the Narrows, with a 
fresh south-westerly breeze. In all these movements there was 
nothing to attract attention. Notwithstanding the sarcastic 
allusions of Alderman Van Beverout, the cruiser was &r from 
being idle ; and her passage outward was a circumstance of so 
common occurrence, that it excited no comment among tlie 
boatmen of the bay and tlie coasters, who alone witnessed her 
departure. 
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CIIArTER VII. 

** — I ua BO pilot ; yet wert tboii as far 

At that Taat thnre wfuhett with the fartbaal tOft, 

I wuald adventure fiir »ach mcrcbJUMiive." 

ROMIO AKD JotiiT. 

A HAPPY mixture of laud and water, seen by a briglit moon, 
md beneath the skv of the fortieth de^m^e of latitude, cannot 
(ail to make a pleasing picture. Such was tlie landscape which 
the reader must now endeavor to present to his mind. 

The wide estuary of liaritan Is 8hut in from tlie winds and 
billows of the open sea by a lon^, low, and narrow ca]>e, or 
point, which, by a medley of the Dutch and English languages, 
that is by no means rare in the names of places that lie within 
the former territories of the United Provinces of Holland, is 
known by the name of Sandy-Hook, lliis tongue of land 
Bpi^ears to have been ma<le by the unremitting and op)>using 
actions of the waves on one siile, and of the currents of the 
different rivers, that em]>ty their waters into the Iviy, on the 
other. It is commonly connected with the low coast of New 
Jersey, to the south ; but there are {>eri<His of many yt^ars in 
raceession, during whi«4i th«»re exists an inlet from the s<»;4, 
between what may 1h» termed tlie inner end of the ca|»e and 
the main-Und. During these j»eriods, Sandy-H^xik of course 
becomes an Inland. Such was the f^iot at the time of which it 
is our busin<*ss to write. 

The outer or ocean side of this low and narrow bank of sand, 
ii a smooth and regular lieach, like that S(hmi «>n mo<t of the 
Jersey coast, while the inner is indent^Hl, in a manner to form 
sereral convenient anchorinir-grounds, f«)r shi)is that neck a 
slielier from easterly gaU*s. i )ne of the latter is a circular and 



80 TIIK WATER-WITCH. 

HTciij cove, in which vessels of a light draught are completelj 
embiiycd, and where they may in safety ride secnre frum 
any winds that blow. The harbor — or, as it is always called, 
the Cove — lies at Uie |X)int where the ca])e joins the main, and 
the inlet just named communicates directly with its waters 
whenever the passage is open. The Shrewsbury, a river of the 
fourtli or fifth class, or, in other words, a stream of a few hun- 
dred feet in width, and of no great length, comes from the 
south, running nearly parallel with the coast, and becomen a 
tributary of the bay, also, at a point near the Cove. Between 
the Shrewsiuury and the sea, tlio land resembles that on the 
cape, being low and sandy, though not entirely without fertility. 
It is covered with a modest growth of pines and oaks, where it 
is not either subject to the labors of the husbandman, or in 
natural meadow. But tlie western bank of the river is an 
abnipt and high acclivity, which rises to the elevation of a 
mountain. It was near the base of the latter that Alderman 
Van IWverout, for reasons that may be more fully developed as 
we proc^'ed in our tjde, had seen fit to erect his villa, which, 
agreeably to a usage of Holland, he had called the Lust in Rust ; 
an appellation that the merchant, who had read a few of the 
cla«^ics in his l)oyhood, was wont to say meant nothing more 
nor less than *"" Otium cum dignitate.*^ 

If a love of rc'tirenient and a pure air had its influence in 
determining the ^'lection of the burgher of Manliattan, he could 
not have made a better choice. Tlie adjoining lands had been 
occupied, early in the previous century, by a res|>ectable family 
of tlie name of Ilartshome, which continues seated at the yhce 
to the pn-sent hour. The extent of their possess^ions served, at 
that day, to keep others at a distance. If to this fact be added 
the f«>miation and qtmlity of the ground, which was, at so early 
a |>eriod, of trifling value for agricultural puq>os<>s, it will l>e 
seen there was as little motivo as there was op|»ortunity for 
•trangirs to intrude. As to tlie air, it was refn^hed by the 
breez4« of the ocean, « hich was Kcarcely a mile distant ; while 
it bad nothing to n*iuUT it unhealthy or impure. With tliis 
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sketch of the general features of the scene where bo many of 
our ioddents occurred, we shall proceed to describe the habita- 
tion of the Alderman a little more in detail. 

The vilh& of the Lust in Rust was a low, irregulai edifice, 
in brickA, whitewashed to the color of the driven snow, and in a 
taste that was altogether Dutch. There were many gables and 
weathercocks, a dozen small and twisted chimnep, with num- 
berless fadltties that were intended for the nests of the storks. 
These aiiy sites were, however, untenanted, to the great oilmira- 
tion of the honest architect, who, like noany others that bring 
with them into this hembphere habits and opinions that 
are better suited to the other, never ceased expressing his 
suqirii^ on the subject, though all the negroes of the neighbor- 
hood united in affirming there was no such bird in America. 
In front of the house there was a narrow, but an exceed- 
ingly neat lawn, encircled by shrubbery ; while two old elms 
that seemed coeval with tlie mountain, grew in the rich soil of 
which the base of the latter was composed. Nor was there 
a want of shade on any part of tlio natural terrace that was 
occupied by the buildings. It was thickly sprinkled with fniit 
trers, and here and there was a pine or an oak of the native 
growth. A declivity that was rather rapid fell away in front to 
the level of the mouth of the river. In short, it was an am]»le 
but an unpretendini; country-house, in which no domestic con- 
venience had been forgotten ; while it had little to boast of in the 
way of architecture, except its rusty vanes and twisted chimneys. 
A few out-houses for the accommodation of the negroes, 
were nigh and nearer to the river ; there were ).>nms and stables 
of dimensions and materials altoi;etlier su]>erior to thos(> that the 
appearance of arable land or the condition of the small farm, 
would seem to render necer^sary. The |KTiagua in whieh tlie 
proprietor had ma<l>3 his |)as.<age acruHs the outer Im*, Lny 
at a small wooden wlmrf inunediutely below. 

For the earlier houn of the eveiiini;, tlie flashing of candles. 
and a general and noi^y movement among the blacks, had 
denoted the presence of the master of the villa. Hut the 

4* 
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activity bad gradually subsided ; and before the clock struck 
nine, the manner in which the lights were distributed, and 
the general silence, showed that the party, most probably 
fatigued with their journey, had already separated for the night. 
The clamor of the nogrocn had ceased, and the quiet of deep 
sleep was already prevailing among their humble dwellinga. 

At the northern extremity of the villa, which, it will be 
remembered, leaned against the mountain, and facing the east^ 
or fronting the river and the sea, there stood a little wing, even 
more deeply embowered in shrubbery and low trees, than 
the other parts of the edifice, and which was constructed altoge- 
ther in a different style. This was a pavilion erected for the par> 
ticular accommodation and at the cost of la belle Barberie. Here 
the h( iress of the two fortunes was accustomed to keep her own 
little menage during the weeks passed in the country; and 
here she amused herself in those pretty and feminine employ- 
ments that suited her years and tastes. In compliment to the 
beauty and origin of its inhabitant, the gallant Francis had 
christened this particular portion of the villa la Cour des Feea, 
a name that had got into general use, though somewhat 
corrupted in sound. 

On the present occasion the blinds of the principal apartment 
of the pavilion were open, and its mistress was still to be seen 
at one of the windows. Alida was at an age when the sex 
is most sensible of lively impressions, and she looked abroad 
on the loveliness of the landscape, and on the soft stillness of 
the night, with the pleasure that such a mind is wont to receive 
from objects of natural beauty. 

There was a young moon, and a firmament glowing with 
a myriad of stars. The light was shed softly on the water, 
though here and there the ocean glittered with its rays. A 
nearly imperceptible, but what seamen call a heavy air, oaroe 
off the sea, bringing with it the refreshing coolness of the hour. 
Tlie surface of the immense waste was jterfcctly unruffled, both 
within and without the barrier of arm J that fbrms the cape ; but 
the body of the element was heaving and settling heavily, in a 
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manner to redcmblo ibc sleeping res]>iration of some being 
of huge physical frame. The roar of the sur( which rolled up 
tn lon^r and white curls upon the sands, was the only audible 
sound ; but that was heavy and incessant, sometimes swelling on 
the air hollow and threatening, and at others dying in dull and 
distant murmurs on the ear. There was a charm in these varie- 
ties of sound, and in the solemn stillness of such a night, 
thai drew Alida into her little balcony ; and she leaned forward 
beyond ite shadow of sweet-brier, to gasse at a part of the bay 
that was not visible in the front view, from her windows. 

La belle Barbcrie smiled when she saw the dim masts 
and dark hull of a ship which was anchored near the end 
of the cape, and within its protection. There was the look 
of womanly pride in her dark eye, and haply some consciousness 
of womanly power in the swell of her rich lip, while a taper 
finger beat the bar of the balcony rapidly, and without con- 
MiousnesA of its emjiloyment. 

** The loyal Captain Ludlow has quickly ended his cruise T 
said the mrJden aloud, for she spoke under the influence 
of a triumph that was too natural to hn suppressed. ^ I shall 
become a convert to my uncle's opinions, and think the Que<»n 
Ijftdiv served." 

••He who 8er%*es one mistress faithfully, has no liq:hi l&^k/' 
retnmed a voice from among the shrubbery that grew bi^neath, 
and nearly veiled the window ; " but he who Is devotod to two, 
may well dosftair of succ*>s8 with both r* 

Alida iwoiled, and at the next infant she saw her jlaco 
occupied by the commander of the Coquette. l>ofore venturing 
to cross the low barrier that still s4>pnrnto<l liiin fn>m the Httle 
parlor, tlie young man end«»avort»d to n»ad the eye of its 
occupant; and tlien, either mistaking its exp^^^ion, or bold in 
his years or hoj>es, he entered the nxmi. 

Though certainly unused to have her apartment scaled witli 
•o little ceremony, there was neither apf prehension nor wond«*r 
ia the countenance of the fair descendant of the IIn;j^enot 
The blfMMl mantliHl more richly on her cheeky and the brightnesti 
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of an eye that was ucvcr dull, incre&sed^ while her fine fonn 
became firm and commanding. 

"I liave hoard that Captiin Ludlow ^iued much of hiif 
renown by gallantly in boarding/' she said, in a voice who^ 
meaning admitted of no misconception ; ** but I had hoped 
his ambition was siUistiod with laureU so fairly won from 
the enemies of his country I'' 

^ A thousand pardons, fairci^t Alida,^ interrupted the youth ; 
^ you know the obstacles that the jealous watchfulness of your 
uncle opposes to my desire to sj)eak with ^-ou." 

"They are then opposed in vain, for Alderman Van Beverout 
has weakly believed the sex and condition of his ward would 
protect her from these coups-dc-main." 

" Nay, Ahda ; this is being more capricious than the win<ls ! 
Vou know too well how far my suit is unpleasant to your guar- 
dian, to torture a slight departure from cold obsen'ancea into 
cause of serious complaint I had hoped — perhap, I should 
say, I have presumed on the %>ntents of your letter, for which 
I return a thousand thanks ; but do not thus cruelly destroy 
expectations that have so hitely l>oen raised beyond tlie point, 
jierhafws which reason may justify.'' 

Tlie glow, which had bej^un to sub*«ide on tlie face of la bell^^ 
Darb^rie, again d<.H>]x»ned, and for a moment it api)eared as if 
her high self-de|)endence was a little weakene<l. After an instant 
of reflection, howcvor, she aaswored steadily, though not entirely 
without emotion. 

^ K«NiS4>n, Captain Ludlow, has limite<l female propriety iiitliin 
narrow limits,'' she said. " In answering your letter, I bavo 
consulted good-nature more tlian prudence ; and I find that you 
are not slow in caasing me to re|K?nt the error." 

** If I e\t*r caus4* you to rej»ent confidence in me, sweet Alidti, 
may dingrace in my prof^^sion, and the distrust of the wlM^le 
sex, be my punishment ! Hut, have I not reason to comphun 
of til is inconstancy on your part .' Ought I to ex])ect so sevei^ 
a reprimand — severe, lx*cause cold and ironical — hr m olfenoe, 
venial as the wish to proclaim my gratitude r 
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** Gratitude T repeated Alida, and this time her wonder was 
not felled. ** Tlie word is strong, Sir ; and it expresses more 
than an act of courtesy, so simple as that which may attend the 
lendinp^ a volume of [H>pular poetry can have any right to claim." 

** I have strangely misconceived the meaning of the letter, or 
this has been a day of folly I" said Ludlow, endeavoring to 
swallow his discontent. '^ I^ut, no ; I have youi own words to 
refute that averted eye and cold look ; and, by the faith of a 
»ailor, Alida^ I will believe your deliberate and well-reflected 
tlioui^hts, before these capricious fancies, which are unworthy of 
your nature. Here are the very words ; I shall not easily part 
with the flatterinof hoiKJS they convey I'' 

La belle Barberie now regarded the young man in open 
ftmazement ller color changed; for of the indiscretion of 
writing, she knew she was not guiltless, — but of having written 
in terms to justify the confidence of the other, she felt no con- 
iciotisness. The customs of the age, the profession of her suitor, 
and the hour, induced her to look steadily into his face, to see 
whether the man stood before her in all the decency of his reason. 
Hut Ludlow had the reputation of being exempt from a vice 
that was then but too common among seamen, and there was 
nothing in his ingenuous and really han<lsome features to cau^ 
her to distrust his present discretion. She touched a bell, and 
signed to her companion to Im? s4'ato<l. 

•* Fran<;ois,'' said hit mistress when the old valet, but half 
awake, entered the apartment, ** faU moi le plaisir de m^apftorter 
de cette eau de la fontaine du l>osquet, et du vin — le Tapit^iine 
Ludlow a soif ; et rappelle-toi, l)on Francois, il ne faut pas de- 
ranger mon oncle & c«»tte h<niro ; il doit t^tn* l)i<»n fsitiflfut' de son 
V4)yaffe.'* 

When her rpsj>octful and n»s|M'etable s<»rA*itt>r had n»c»'iv*Hl his 
eommitaion and departed, Ahda t4>ok a seat hcrst^lf, in the con- 
fidence of havini; dt>]>ri\(Hl tin* \isit of Ludlow u( iu claiHk>stine 
dutfUctfT, and at th<' same time having 4*inploy4Ml the valet oo 
an errand that would leave her sufficient leisure to investlirate 
tlftc inexplicable meaning of her companion. 
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^ You have my word, Captain Ludlow, that this unseasonable 
appearance in tlic pavilion is indiscreet, not to call it cruel,'* she 
said, so soon as tliey were again alone ; ** but that^ you have it^ 
in any manner, to justify your imprudence, I must continue to 
doubt until confronted by proof 

^ I had thought to have made a veiy difierent use of this,** 
returned Ludlow, drawing a letter, — we admit it with some 
reluctance in one so simple and so manly, — ^from his bosom : 
''* and even now, I take shame in producing it, though at your 
own orders." 

" Some magic has wrought a marvel, or the scrawl has no 
such importance,** obsen'ed Alida, taking a billet that she now 
began to repent having ever written. ^ The hmguage of polite- 
ness and female rcser\'e must admit of strange perversions, or all 
who read are not the best interpreters.** 

La belle Barb^rie ceased speaking, for the instant her eye fell 
on the paper, an absorbing and intense curiosity got the better of 
her resentment. We (^hall give the contents of the letter, precisely 
in the words which caused so much amazement, and possibly 
some little uneasiness, to the fair creature who was perusing it. 

^ The life of a seaman,** said the paper, in a delicate and 
Iteautiful female hand, ^ is one of danger and exposure. It in- 
spires confidence in woman, by the frankness to which it gives 
birth, and it merits indulgence by its privations. She who writes 
this, is not iaseanible to the merit of men of this bold calling. 
Admiration for the sea, and for those who live on it, has been 
her weakness through life ; and her visions of the future, like 
her recollections of the past, are not entirely exempt from a con* 
templation of its pleasures. The usages of different nations- 
glory in arms — change of scene — with constancy in the affections, 
all swe<*tenod by affluence, are temptations too strong ^ a 
female imagination, and they should not be without their in- 
fluence on tho judgment of man. Adieu.** 

This note was read, re-{>env(ed, and for the third time cunnei], 
ere Alida ventured to nit«e her eyes to the fiioe of the expectant 
young man. 
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** And this indelicate and un feminine rhapsody, Captain Lud- 
low has seen proper to ascribe to mc !^' she said, while her voice 
trembled between pride and mortification. 

** To whom else can I impute it ? No other, lovely Alida, 
oould utter langua|:^e so charming, in words so properly chosen." 

The long bshes of the maiden played quickly above their dnrk 
orgus ; then, conquering feelings that were strangely in contra- 
diction to each other, she said with dignity, turning to a Uttle 
ebony escritoire which lay beside lier dressing-box — 

** My correspondence is neither very important nor very ex- 
tensive ; but such as it iis happily for the reputation of the writer^s 
taste, if not for her sanity, I believe it is in my power to show 
the trifle I thought it decorous to write, in reply to your own 
letter. Here is a copy,'' she added, o|)ening what in f:ict was 
a draught, and reading aloud. 

** I thank Captain Ludlow for his attention in affording me 
an opportunity of reading a narrative of the cruel deeds of the 
buccaneers. In addition to the ordinary feelings of humanity, 
one cannot but regret, that men so heartloss are to be found in 
a prof«>ssion that is commonly thought to be generous and tender 
of the weak. We will, however, hope, that the very wicked and 
cowardly among seamen^ exist only as foils to render the quali- 
ties of the very bold and manly more cirtispicuoas. Xo one can 
be more sensible of this truth than the friends of Captain Lud- 
low," the voice of Alida fell a little, as she came to tliis sentence, 
** who has not now to earn a reputation for mercy. In return, I 
■end the copy of the Cid, which honest Francois affirms to bo 
superior to all other poems, not even exci»pting Homer — ^a book, 
which I believe he is innocent of calumniating, from i(;n<>rance 
of its contents. Again thanking Capt, Ludlow for this ittstance 
of his repeated attentions, I beg he will keep the volume until 
Im shall return from his intendoil cruise.^ 

** This note is but a copy of the tme you hav»\ or ou^rht to 
hsve/* said the niece of the Alderman, as she raided her glowing 
fitte from leaning ovi*r tlie paper, ** though it is not signedy like 
tfutf^ with the name of Alida de Barb^rie.** 
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When thw explanation was over, both parties sat looking at 
each other in silent amazement Still Alida saw, or thought 
she saw that, notwithstanding the previous professions of her 
admirer, the young man rejoiced he had been deceived. 
Re8])ect for delicacy and reserve in the other sex is so gencial 
and so natural among men, that they who succeed the most in 
destroying its barriers, rarely fail to regret their triumph ; and 
he who truly loves can never long exult in any violation of 
propriety in the object of his affections, even though the 
concession be made in his own Cuvor. Under the influence of 
this commendable and healthful feeling, Ludlow, while he was 
in some respects mortified at the turn a&irs had taken, felt 
sensibly relieved from a load of doubt, to which the extra- 
ordinary language of the letter he believed his mistress to have 
written, had given birth. His companion read the state of his 
mind in a countenance tlmt was frank as face of sailor could be ; 
and though secretly pleased to gain her former place in his 
respect, she w}is also vexed and wounded that he had ever 
presumed to distrust her reserve. She still held the inexplicable 
billet^ and her eyes naturally sought the lines. A sudden 
thought seemed to sitrike her mind, and returning the paper, 
she said coldly — 

''Captain Ludlow should know his corresjiondent better; 1 
much mistake if this be the first of her communications.^ 

The young man colored to the temples and liid bis fiice, for a 
moment, in the hollow of his Iiand^. 

*^ You a<lmit the truth of my suspicions,*' continued la belle 
BarU'rie, '' and cannot be insensible of my justice, when I add, 
that henc<'fi)rth '^ 

" Listen to me, Alida,"^ cried the youth, half breatlik«s in his 
hasU* to int4.*rrupt a dtcision that he dre«ded; ''hear me, 
and, as Heaven is my jud«^o, you shall hear only truth. I 
amtess this is nut tho first of the l<»tt<'i^, written in tlie same 
hand — ]terha|i6 1 should say in the ^ame spirit — but, on the 
honor uf a loyal o65(vr, I affirm that until circumstaocoB led roe 
to think myself so happy — so — very liappy, — *• 
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^ 1 understand you. Sir ; the work was anonymou.% until jou 
saw fit to inscribe my name as its author. Ludlow! Ludlow! 
how meanly have you thought of the womau you profess to 
love !" 

'* That were impossible ! I mingle little with those who study 
the finesse of life ; and loving, as I do, my noble profession, 
Alida, was it so unnatural to believe that another might view it 
with tlie same eyi-n i 15ut since you disavow the letter — nay, 
your disavowal is unnoocssar}* — I see my vanity has even 
deceived mo in the writing — but since the dolusion is o\er, I 
conft-ss that I njoice it is not so/' 

La bollo Barberie smiled, and her countenance grew brighter. 
She enjoyed the triumph of knowing tliat she merited the 
res|>ect of her suitor, and it was a triumph heightened by 
recent mortification. Then succcH^ded a pause of more than a 
minute. The embarrassment of the silence was happily inter- 
rupted by the return of Francois. 

** Mam'selle Alide, voici de Feau do la fontaine,*' said the 
valet ; '* mais Monsieur votre oncle s'est couch^, et il a mis la 
clef de la cave au vin dossous son oreiller. Ma foi, ce n'est 
jKtt facile d*avoir du lK>n vin du tout, en Ameri(|ue, mais aprds 
que Monsieur le main? s'est couch6, cV'st toujours imjHjssible ; 

voiii r 

"Nimporte, mon cher; le aipitaino va partir, et il n^a plus 
•oif." 

** I)ero is a^sez de jin," ci>ntinued tlie val«'t, who felt for the 
captains disappointment, *'mais, MoUMeur Looille have du 
gout, an' he n*airae piw* so strung li^jm-ur/' 

" He has swallowed ahead v more than was ncctssarv ft>r on« 
occasion,** said Ali«K smiling on her admirer in a mana:?r that 
left, him d mbtful whether he ought most to repine or to rejoice. 
•* Thank you, gotnl Fran<;oLs ; your duty for the night shall ond 
with lighting the capUin to the «hK)r.*' 

Tlien sjduting the young commander in a manner thai 
would not mlmit of denial, la belle Darberie dismissed her 
lover and the valet ti>ir«*ther. 
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^ You have a pleasant office, Monsieur Francois,** said the 
former, as he was lighted to the outer door of the pavilion ; ^' it 
is one that many a gallant gentleman would envy." 

^^Oui, Sair — it be grand plaisir to serve Mam Wile Alide. 
Je porte de fan, de book, mais quant au vin. Monsieur le 
Capitaine, parole d^honnear, c'est toujours impossible apr6s que 
FAldermain s*est oouch^.'' 

^ Aje— the book — I think you had the agreeable duty, to-day, 
of carrying the book of la Belle ?^ 

^ Vrairaent, oui ! Twas onvrage de Moiunieur Piorre 
Comeille. On pretend, que Monsieur Shak-a-s|>ear en a 
emprunt6 d^assez beaux sentiments !** 

"And the paper between the leaves? — ^you were charged 
also with that note, good Francois ?" 

The valet pau!>ed, shrugged his shoulders, and laid one of his 
long yellow fingers on the plane of an enormous aquiline nose, 
while he seemed to muse. Then shaking his head perpendicu- 
larly, he preceded the captain as before, muttering as usual, 
half in French and half in English, — 

"For le pnpier, I know rien du tout; c'est bien possible, 
parcoque, voyez vous. Monsieur le Capitaine, Mam'selle Alido 
did say, prenez*y garde ; but I no 9ah: him, depuis. Je suppose 
'twas beaux complimenU ^^crits on de vers of M. IHerre Comeille. 
Quel g<*nie que celui de cet houune la! — ^n*est oe pas, 
Monsieur r 

"It is of no consequence, good Fran9oi.<s^ said Ludlow, 
slipping a guinea into the hands of tlie valet " If you should 
over (liscovi'r what became of Uiat |m|)er, however, you will obligo 
me by letting me know, (lood night; mc-s devoirs a la Belle P' 

" lion soir. Monsieur le Capitaine ; c*est un brave Monsieur 
que 04*lui-la, et de tnV Uiime familh* ! Una pas de si gnindes 
U*m5S, que Monsieur It* Patteroon, ]K>urtant, on dit, qnil doit 
a%'oir de jolies maMons et asm^z de renU^s publi(|ucs ! J^aiuie a 
ser\ir un si g/'u^^'reux et loyal imiltre, mais, malheurewiement^ tl 
est roarin ! M. de Biirberie n*avait pa<i trop d*amitj6 pour let 
gens de cctte profi's^jon la.*' 
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CILVPTER VIII. 

Perhafv, I will retura Imoiedlaiely : 
Hd as 1 bill ynn, 

8ll«l4iiai««llerv«i; rtertUad.CiMi ILmI; 
A pfoverb utret stele. In Ibrlltf aiind.** 

Mkicuaxt or Vkxicb. 

Thb decbioD with which hi demoiselle Barb6rie had 
dUmiMcd her smtor, was owing to some ooiiscioasness that she 
had need of opportunitj to reflect on the singular nature of the 
ereots which had just happened, no leas than to a sense of the 
nnproprietT of his visiting her at that hour, and in a manner so 
e'lutvocaL But, like others who act from feverish impulses, 
when alone the maiden repented of her precipitation ; and she 
remembered fifty questions which might aid in clearing the 
aftur of its mystery, that she would now gladly put It was 
too hite« however, for she had heard Ludlow take his leave, and 
had liiitened, in breathless silence, to his footstep, as he passed 
the shrubbery of her httle lawn. Francois reappeared at tlie 
door, to repeat his wishes for her rest and happiness, and then 
•he believed she was finally alone for the nis^ht, since tlie ladii^ 
of that age and country were little a{>t to require the assistance 
of their attendants, in assuming or in divesting themselves of 
their ordinary attire. 

It waa still early, and the recent inter\'iew had deprived Alidn 
of an inclination for sleep. She placed the lights in a disttnt 
comer of the apartment, and approached a window. The imtou 
had so iar changed its ]H)sition, as to cast a different light u|H>n 
the water. The hollow washing of the surf, the dull but hea^j 
bmathiiig of tlie air from the sea, and the M>ft shadows of the 
and mountain, were much the same. The Cofiuette Uy, as 
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before, at her anchor near the capo, and the Shrewsbury 
gUttered towards the south, until its sorfoce was oonoealed by 
tiie projection of a high and nearly perpendicular blufH 

Hie stillness was profound, for, with the exception of the 
dwelling of the family who occupied tlie estate nearest the vilU. 
there was no other habitation within some miles of the place. 
Still the solitude of the situation was undisturbed by any appre- 
hension of danger, or any tradition of \iolence from rude and 
lawless men. Hie peaceable character of the colonists who 
dwelt in the interior country was proverbial, and their habits 
simple ; while the ocean was never entered by those barbarians 
who then rendered some of Uie seas of the other hemis)>here as 
fearful as they were pleasant 

Notwitlmtanding this known and customary character of 
tranquillity, and the lateness of the hour, Alida had not been 
many momonts in her balcony before she heard the sound of 
oars. The stroke was measured, and the noise low and distant, 
but it was too familiar to be mistaken. She wondered at the 
expedition of Ludlow, who was not accustomed to show such 
haste in quitting her presence, and leaned over the railing to 
catch a glimjiso of his departing boat Each moment she 
expected to see tlie little bark issue from out of the shadows of 
the hind, into the sheet of brightness which stretched nearly to 
the cmizer. She gazed long, and in vain, for no barge appeared, 
yet the sound had become inaudible. A light still hung at the 
j)eak of the Coquette, a sign that the commander was out of his 
vessi»l. 

Hie ^iew of a fine hh\\\ seen by the aid of the moon, with its 
symmetry of s]>ars, and its delicate tracery of cordage, and tha 
heavy and grand movements of the hull as it rolls on the slng^ 
gish billows of a calm sea, is ever a pleasing and indeed an 
im|KXiing s|>octj«cle. Alida knew that more than a hnndnd 
human beings slept within tlie black and silent mass, and her 
thoutrhtft in»oiu»ibly wandered to the business of their daring lives, 
their limited abude, and yet wandering existence, their fituik and 
manly qualities, their devotion to the cause of those who oocapied 
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the land, their broken and interrupted connexion with the rest of 
the human family, and finally to those weakened domestic ties, 
and to that reputation for inconstancy, which arc apparently a 
Datural oou^uence of all. She sighed, and her eye wandered 
from the ship to that ocean on which it was constructed to dwell. 
From the dL^tant, low, and nearly imperceptible shore of the island 
of Nassau, to the coast of New Jersey, there was one broad and 
untenanted waste. Even the sea-fowl rested his tired wing, and 
sle|>t tranquilly on the water. The broad space appeared like some 
gn^t and unfrequented desert, or rather like a denser and more 
material c(>f>y of the firmament by which it was canopied. 

It has been mentioned that a stunted growth of oaks and 
pines covered much of the sandy ridge that formed the cape. 
llie same covering furnished a dark setting to the waters of the 
Cove. Abo%'e this outline oi wood, which fringe<l the margin 
of the sea, Atida now fancied she saw an object in motion. At 
fint, she believed some rags^d and naked tree, of which the 
coswt had many, was so placed as to deceive her vb^ion, and had 
thrown its naked lines upon the backin^und of water, in a 
manner to assume the shape and trnoery of a light-rigged 
vessel. But when the dark and symmetrical spars were dis- 
tinctly seen, gliding past objects that were known to bo station- 
ary, it was impossible to doubt their character. The maiden 
wondered, and her surprise was not unmixcil with apprehension. 
It MH^med as if the stranger, for such the vt»ss<»l must nc^eds be, 
wa<< recklessly apprttaching a surf, thai, in its must tranquil 
moments was dangerous to such a fabric, and that he steered, 
unconscious of hazard, directly u(H>n the land. Even the move- 
ment was mysterious and unusual. Sails thore were none ; and 
yet the light and lotly span wen* soon hid Ix'iiind athickot that 
eovered a knoll near the margin of the S4\<i. .\Iiila exjM'i't^^d, 
each moment, to hear the cry of marinors in distress ; tlu^n, as 
the minutes passM on and no such foarful sound interrupted 
the stillness of the night, she l)e^n to bethink hor of Xlui^e 
kwleas rovers, who were known U) alMHind among th<' Caril»lK*an 
Uca, and who were said sometimes e%'en to enter and u> r^tit^ in 
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the smaller and more secret inlets of tbe American continent 
The tales, coupled with the deeds, character, and fate of the 
notorious Kidd, were then still recent, and although magnified 
and colored by vulgar exaggerations, as all such tales are known 
to be, enough was believed, by the better instructed^ to make 
his hfe and death the subject of many curious and mysterious 
rumors. At this moment, she would hare gladly recalled the 
young commander of the Coquette, to apprise him of the 
enemy that was nigh ; then, ashamed of terrors that she was 
fiun to hope savored more of woman's weakness than of truth, 
she endeavored to believe the whole some ordinary movement 
of a coaster, who, fiuniliar with his situation, could not possibly 
be either in want of aid, or an object of alarm. Just as this 
natural and consoling conclusion crossed her mind, she very 
audibly heard a step in her pavilion. It seemed near Uie door 
of the room she occupied. Breathless, more with the exdte- 
ment of her imagination, than with any actual fear created by 
this new cause of alarm, the maiden quitted the bakx>ny, and 
stood motionless to listen. The door, in truth, was opened 
with singular caution, and, for an instant^ Alida saw nothing 
but a confused area, in the centre of which appeared the figure 
of a menacing and rapacious freebooter. 

^ Northern lights and moonshine T growled Alderman Van 
Beverout, for it was no other than the uncle of the heiress, 
whose untimely and unexf^ected visit had caused her so much 
alarm. ^ Hiis sky-watching, and turning of night into day, 
will be the destruction of tliv beautv, niece ; and we shall see 
how plenty Patroons arc for husbands ! A bright eye and a 
blooming cheek are thy stock in trade, giri ; and she is a ^nd- 
thrift of both, who is out of her bed when the clock hath struck 
ten." 

** Your discipline would deprive many a beauty of the means 
of using her power,** returned la demoiselle, smiling, as much at 
Uie folly of her recent fears, as with afiecUon for her reprover. 
^ They tell me, that ten is the witching time of night, ibr the 
nooomancy of the dames of Europe.** 
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^ Witch luc no witches ! The naine reminds one of the 
conning Yankees, a race that would outwit Lucifer himself, if 
left to set the conditions to their bargain. Here is the Patroon, 
wishing to let in a family of the knaves among the honest 
Dutchmen of his manor ; and we have just settled a dispute 
between us, on this subject by making the lawful trial.*' 

** Which it may be proiier to hope, dearest uncle, was not 
Um trial by battle T 

^ Peace and olive-branches, no ! Tlie Patroon of Kinderhook 
is the last man in the Americas that is hkely to suffer by the 
blows of Myndert Van Beverout I challenged the boy to hold 
a fine eel^ that the blacks have brought out of the river to help 
in breaking our rooming fiists, that it might be seen if he were 
fit to deal with the slippery rogues. By the merit of the peace- 
able St Nichohis I but the son of old Uendrick Van Staats had 
a busy time of it I The hid griped the fish, as the ancient tra- 
dition has it that thy uncle clenched the Uolhind florin, when 
my frther put it between my fingers, within the month, in 
order to see if the true sanng grace was likely to abide in the 
fiunily far another generation. My heart misgave me for a 
moment ; for young Oloff has the fist of a vice, and I thought 
the goodly names of the Ilarmans and Rips, Corneliuses and 
Direks of the manor rent-roll were likely to bo contaminated by 
the Company of an Increase or a Peleg ; but just as the Patroon 
thought he had the watery vi])er by the throat, the fish gave 
an unexpected twist, and slid through his fingeis by the tail 
Flaws and loop-holes ! but that experiment has as much wisdom 
as wit in it r* 

** And to me, it seemeth better, now that Providence has 
brought all the colonies under one government, that these pre- 
judices should be forgotten. We are a people, sprung from 
many nations, and our effort should be to preser\'e tlie Uberahty 
and intelligence, while we forget tlie weaknesses, of all.** 

** Bravely said, for the child of a lluguenot ! But I defy the 
man, who brings prejudice to my door. I like a merry trade, 
and a quick calcuLition. I^t me see tlie man in nil New 
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England, that can tell the color of a balaooe-shoct quicker tliao 
one that can be named, and Fll gladly hunt up the satchel and 
go to school again. I lore a man the better for looking to his 
own interests, I ; and, yet common honesty teaches us, that 
there should b? a convention between men, beyond which none 
of reputation and character ou::»ht to go." 

** Which convention shall be understood, by every man, to 
be the limits of his own faculties ; by which means the dull 
may rival the quick of thought I fc^ar me, uncle, there should 
be an eel kept on every coaat to which a trader comes T' 

** Prejudice and conceit, child, acting on a drowsy head ; 'tis 
time thou seekest thy pillow, and in the morning we shall see 
if young Olaff of the Manor shall have better success with thy 
favor, than with the prototy{)e of the Jonathans. Here, put 
out these flaring candles, and take a mode^^t lamp to light thee 
to thy bed. Glaring windo^%*s, so near midnight, give a house 
an extravajjant name in tlie neighborhood." 

^ Our re]>utation for sobriety may suffer in the opinion of the 
eel'*," returned Alida, laughing, **but here are few othera, I 
believe, to call us dissipaU^d." 

" One never knows, one never knows," muttered the Alder- 
man, extinguishing the two large candles of his niece, and sub- 
stituting his own little hand-lamp in their place. ** This broad 
light only inntes to wakefulness!, while the dim taper I leave ia 
good as a sl(K^ping draught Kis!< me, wilful one, and draw thy 
curtains cKise, for the m^groes will soon rise to load Uie periagua, 
that they may go up with the tide to the city. The noise of 
the chattering blackguards may disturb thy slumbers." 

•• Trulv, it would seem there is little here to invite such active 
navigation," returned Alida, saluting the cheek of her unde, at 
his order. ^ The love of trade must be strong, when it finds the 
materiaU of commerce in a solitude like Uiis." 

** 'lliou hjfcit divined the reason, child. Thy father. Monsieur 
do Darb<^rie, had lii<« )>eculiar opinions upon the subject, and 
doubt l«^<% he did not fail to transmit some of them to his 06^ 
spring. And yet^ when tlie Huguenot was driven from hit 
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chateau and his dajcy Norman lands, the man had no distaste 
liimself for an account-current, pro\ided the balance was in his 
own ikvor. Nations and characters ! I find but little difference, 
after all, in trade, whether it be driven with a Mohawk for his 
pack of fur*, or with a Seigneur, who has been driven from his 
Jands. Eiich strives to get the j)rofit on his own side of the 
account, and the loss on that of his neighbor. So rest tliee 
well, girl ; and remember that matrimony Is no more than a 
capital bargain, on whose suoc<^s depends the sum total of a 
woman's conifort — and so, onc<» more, good night." 

La U'lle Harberie att^Mided her uncle dutifully to the door of 
her pavilion, which she l)olt4'd after him ; and then, finding her 
little apartnK'iit gloomy by the light of the small and f<*<'ble 
lamp he had loft, she was pleased to bring its flame in contact 
with the wicks of tlie two candlt»s he had just (»xtiiiguishcd. 
Placing the three near each other on a titble, th«» maiden again 
drew nigh a window. The unex|K*ct4Hl interview with the 
Alderman had consumed several minutes, and slie wjis curious 
to know more of tlie unaccountable movements of the mysterious 
ves'*el. 

The same deep silence reigned al>out the villa, and the slum- 
bering oci'an was heaving and st*tting as heavily as before. 
Ahda ag:un looked for the boat of Ludlow ; but her eye ran 
over the whole distance of the bright and broad streak iM'tween 
her and the cruller in vain. There was the slight ri|»]»le of the 
water in the glittering of the moon's rays, but no sptck like 
that tlie liarge would make w:is visiMe. Tht* lantern '^till shono 
at tlie cruiser's jH'ak. Once, inde<Ml, she tlumijht the sound of 
oan wa* airain to Ih» heard, and much nearer than Infore; yet 
no et!'ort of her quick and n)>ing sij^ht ci»uld detei't the p<»sition 
of tlic bt)nt. To all these dtmbts succ**<»dtHl an alarm which 
•prang from a new and very different stiurce. 

The existence of the inlet which uniu-d the ocean with tlie 
waten of Uic Cove was but little kn*)wn, except to the few 
«ho9(^ avoiations kept them near the s{H)t. The pavs being 
much more than hah' the time cltKicd, iti varying character, and 

5 
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the little use that could be made of it under any drcunistanoea, 
prevented the place from being a subject of general interest 
with the coasters. Even when o}ien, the depth of its water was 
uncertain, since a week or two of calms, or of wester]}* windsi 
would permit the tid(« to clean its channel, while a single east- 
erly gale was sufficient to choke the entire inlet with sand. No 
wonder, then, that Alida felt an amazement which was not 
quite free from superstitious alarm, when, at that hour and in 
such a scene, she saw a vessel gliding, as it were, unaided by 
sails or swee|)s, out of the thicket that fringed the ocean side of 
the Cove, into its very centre. 

The strange and mysterious craft was a brigantine of that 
mixed construction, which is much used even in the most 
ancient and classical seas of the other hemisphere, and which is 
sup|)osod to unite the advantages of both a square and of a 
fore-and-aft rigged ves.<Hel, but which is nowhere seen to display 
the same bonuty of form, and symmetry of equipment, as on 
the coasts of this Union. The fir^t and smallest of its masts had 
all the complicated machinery of a ship, with its superior and 
inferior spars, its wider reaching, though light and manageable 
yards, and iu various siiils, shaped and arranged to meet every 
\icissitude and caprice of the winds ; while the latter, or larger 
of tlie two, rose like the straight trunk of a pine from the hull, 
simple in its cordage, and spreading a single sheet of canvas, 
that in itsi^lf was sufficient to drive the fabric with vast velocity 
through the water. The hull was low, graceful in its outlines, 
dark as the raven*s wint?, and so modelled as to float on its 
element like a sea-gull riding the billows, lliere were many 
delicate and att4'nuated lines among its spars, which were 
inteniUnl to spread broadtT folds of canvas to tlie light ain 
when m'Ci'ssary ; but tht'se additions to the traoi^ry of the 
machine, which added so much to its lieauty by day, were now, 
seen as it was by the dimmiT and more treacherous ni}*s of the 
moon, scarcely visible. In short, as the vessel had entered the 
Core floating with the tide, it was so singularly graceful 
rind fairy -like in form, that Alida at firftt was fain to 
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ber tenses, and to believe it no more than some illusion of the 
fimey. Like most others, she was ignorant of the temporary 
inlet, and, under the circumstances, it was not difficult to lend 
a momentary credence to so pleasing an idea. 

But the delusion w&s only momentary. The brigantine turned 
in its oouree, and, gliding into the part of the Cove where 
the curvature of the shores offered most protection from the 
winds and waves, and perhaps from curious eyes, its motion 
ceasod« A heavy plunge in the water was audible even at 
the villa, and Alida then knew that an anchor had fallen into 
the bay. 

Although the coast of North America offered little to invite 
lawless depredation, and it was in general believed to be so 
safe, yet the possibihty that cupidity might be invited by the 
retired situation of her undoes villa did not fail to suggest itself 
to the mind of the young heiress. Both she and her guardian 
were reputed to be wealthy ; and disappointment on the open 
sea might drive desperate men to the commi<^ion of crimes 
that in more pros])erous moments would not suggest them- 
selves. The freebooters were said to have formerly visited the 
coast of the neighboring island, and men were just then com- 
mencing those excavations for hidden trea^^ures and seen* ted 
booty which have been, at distant intervals, continued to our 
own time. 

There are situations in which the mind insensibly gives credit 
to impressions that the reason in common disapproves. The 
present was one in which Alida de Barln'rie, tliuui^h of a reso- 
lute and even a masculine understanding, felt dis])osiHl to 
believe there might be truth in those tales that she h.id 
hitherto heard only to deride. Still keeping her eye on the 
motionless vessel, she drew hack into her window, and wmpjied 
the curtain round her form, und(HM<le<l whether to alarm the 
fiunilyor not, and acting under a vagiie ini)>ri>s>iun that though 
flo distant, her peraon might be seen. She was hardly thus 
secreted, before the shrubbery was riolently agitated, a footstep 
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was heard in the lawn beneath her window, and one lca])ed so 
liglitly into the balcony, and irom the balcony into the centre 
of the room, that the passage of the figure seemed like the 
flitting of some creature of supernatural attributes. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

** Why louk yoQ, how 700 stara ! 
I would be frieads with yon, aod haw yoar lore.'* 

SUTLOOK. 

Thx first impulse of Alida, at this second invasion of her 
fMinlion, was certainly to flee. But timidity was not her weak- 
ness, and as natural firmness gave her time to examine the per- 
son of the individual who had so unceremoniously entered, curio- 
sity aidod in inducing her to remain. Perhaps a vague, hut a 
very natural expectation that she was again to dismiss the com- 
mander of the Coquette, had its influence on her first decision. 
In order that the reader may judge how far this holdness 
was excusable, we shall describe the {)erson of the intruder. 

The stranger was one in the very bud of young and active 
manhood. Ilis years could not have exceeded two>and-twenty, 
nor would he probably have been thought so old, had not 
his features been shaded by a rich brown hue, that in some degree 
served as a foil to a natural complexion, which, though never 
fair, was still clear and blooming. A pair of dark, bushy, and 
jet-black silken whiskers, that were in sini^ular contrast to eye- 
lashes and brows of feminine beautv and suflnes^s aided also in 
giving; a decided expression to a face that mi«;ht otherwise have 
been wantint; in some of that character which is thoui;ht essH^n- 
tial to oumeliness in man. The fon^hend was smooth and low ; 
the nose, though prominent and bold in outline, of exceeding 
delicacy in detail ; the mouth and li))S full, a little inclined 
to be arch, though the former apptMred as if it niii^lit at times 
be jH'iwve ; the tet»th wen* even and unsullied, and the chin was 
small, round, dimpKnl, and so carefully diveste<l of tlio dis- 
tin:rui'»hin£r mark <if the sex, that one could fanov nature 
had contributed all its growth to adorn the neighlK>ring cheeks 
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and temples. If to these features be added a pair of iiill 
and brilliant ooal-black eyes, that appeared to vaiy their exprea- 
sion at their master's will, the reader will at once see that the 
privacy of Alida had been invaded by one whose personal 
attractions might, under other circumstances, have been danger- 
ous to the imagination of a female whose taste was in some 
degree influenced by a standard created by her own loveli- 
ness. 

The dress of the stranger was as unique as his personal 
attractions were extraordinary. The fiishion of the garments 
resembled that of those already described as worn by the 
man who has announced himself as Master Tiller; but the 
materials were altogether richer, and, judging only from 
the exterior, more worthy of the wearer. 

The light frock was of a thick purple silk, of an Indian 
manufacture, cut with exceeding care to fit the fine outlines 
of a form that was rather round than square, active than 
athletic llie loose trowsers were of a fine white jean, the 
cap of scarlet velvet, ornamented with gold, and the body 
was belted with a large cord of scarlet silk, twisted in the 
form of a ship's cable. At the ends of the latter, little 
anchors wrought in bullion were attached as gay and 
fitting appendages. 

In contrast to an attire so whimsical and uncommon, 
however, a pur of small and richly-mounted pistols were at 
the stranger's girdle ; and the haft of a curiously carved Asiatic 
dagger was seen projecting rather ostentatiously from between 
the folds of the upper garment 

" What cheer ! what cheer !" cried a voice, that was more 
in hannony with the appearance of the speaker than with the 
rough, professional salutation he uttered, so soon as he had 
fiiirly Lindod in the centre of Alida's little saloon. **Coroe forth, 
mv doaler in the ooverinff of the beaver, for here is one who 
brint^ gt>ld to thy coffers. Ila 1 now that this trio of Hgbta 
hath done iU ofiico, it may be extinguished le»t it pilot otheiato 
the forbidden haven T 
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** Your pardon, sir/' said the mistress of the pa\ilioD, advanc- 
ing from behind the curtain with an air of coolness that her 
treating heart had nigh betrayed to'be counterfeit ; '* having so 
tmexpected a guest to entertain, the additional candles are 
necessary.** 

The start, recoil, and evident alarm of the intruder, lent 
Alida a httlo more assuranas for courage is a quality that 
appears to gain force in a deifriM? proportioned to the amount in 
which it is abstracted from the dreaded object Still, when she 
saw a band on a pistol, the maiden was again about to flee ; nor 
was her resolution to remain confirmed until she met the mild 
and alluring eye of the intruder, as, quitting his hold of the 
weapon, he advanced w^ith an air so mild and graceful as 
to cause generosity to take the place of fear. 

"Though Alderman Van Beverout be not punctual to his 
appointment,** said the gay young stranger, *^ he has more than 
atoned for his absence by the substitute he sends. I hoi>e she 
comes authorized to arrancro the whole of our treat v ?'' 

^ I claim no right to hear or to dictate in matters not my 
own. My utmost powers extend to expressing a desire that 
this pavilion may be exem[»t from the disciussion of affairs, a« 
much beyond my know led ir«\ an they are soparatod from my 
interests.*' 

**Then why this signal I" demandcnl the strani^er, jiointinir 
with a serious air to the li^^hts that still burned near each other 
in (ace of an open window. ** It i^ awkward to mi'*l«ad in tnms- 
actions that are so delicate' !"" 

"Your allu'^ion, sir, is not undoistood. Th*»s«5 lii^litA are 
no more than what are usually s<'»'n in my a]>artnK«iit at this 
hour, with, indeed, tlic addition of a lamp Uh by my unole. 
Alderman Van IVvcrout.** 

** Your uncl«' T exclaimed the oth«'r, advancing so noar Alida 
m to causo her to rt»tire a st«^p, hi-* countenance ex|»n*^>injT 
a de«»p and ne>%ly-awakened interest — "your undo I Tliin, thon, 
k one fiir-fiiroed and justly extolled, la Ivlle l^arl/rie I'* he 
added, gallantly lifting his cap, as if he had ju<t dL^H>vertH] the 
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condition and the unusual personal attractions of his oom- 
panion. 

It was not in nature for Alida to be du^plcasod. All her 
fancied causes of terror were forgotten ; for, in addition to their 
improbable and uncertain nature, the stran<;er had sufficiently 
given her to understand that he was expected by her uncle. If 
we add, that the singular attraction and soilness of his face and 
Toice aided in quieting her fears, we shall probably do no vio- 
lence either to the truth or to a very natural feeUng. Pro- 
foundly ignorant of the details of commerce, and accustomed to 
hear its mysteries extolled as exercising the keenest and host 
Acuities of man, she saw nothing extraordinary in those who 
were actively engaged in the pursuit having reason for conceal- 
ing tlieir movements from the jealousy and rivalry of com|)eti- 
tore. Like most of her sex, she had great dependence on the 
charactere of those slie loved ; and though nature, education, 
and habit, had created a striking difference between tlie guardian 
and his ward, their harmony had never been interrupted by any 
breach of aff.etion. 

'* This, then, is la belle Barbrrie T re|)eated the young sailor, 
for such his dress denoU'd him to Ih», studvinif her features* with 
an expression of face, in which jilea^ure vied with evident and 
touchini; m«'lancholy. ** Fame hath dt>ne no inju«.tice, for hero 
is all that might justify the folly or madness of man T 

"lljis is £[imiliar dialogue for an utter stranger," returned 
Alida, blushinir, thouj^h the quick dark eye that ft<'emed to 
fath<»m all her thoughts saw it was not in anger. ** I do not 
deny, that the |>artiality of frieiuK coupKd with my origin, have 
obtain<>d the api^llation, which is j^ven, however, more in }>lay- 
fuln4*NS than in any s«Tious opinion of its K'ing merited — and 
now, as the Imur is gitting laU% and this vi^it is at least unuMLol^ 
you will {N-nnit nie to s<'ek my unel»»." 

"StayT iut«Trupti.'d the strangiT — "it is long — very long, 
since m> ••<H)(liin:;, so g.'ntle a pl«'a**ure has b<vn mine I This is 
a life of niyM«ri«*^, lx*autiful All*l:i, tlumi^h iU incid-Mits seem ko 
vulgar, uitd of every-<lay occurrence, lliere is mystery in its 



THB WATBR-WITOH. 105 

beginning and its end ; in its impulses ; its sympathies and all 
its discordant passions. No, do not quit me. I am from off' 
the sea, where none but coarse and vulgar-minded men have 
long been my associates ; and thy presence is a balm to a braised 
and wounded spirit'* 

Interested, if possible, more by the touching and melancholy 
lonea of the speaker, than by his extraordinary language, Alida 
hesitated* Her reason told her that propriety, and even pru- 
dence, required she should apprise her uncle of the stranger^s 
presence ; but propriety and prudence lose much of their influence, 
when female curiosity is sastained by a secret and powerful 
sjrmpathy. Her own eloquent eye met the open and imploring 
look of organs that seemed endowed with the fabled power to 
charm ; and while her judgment told her there was so much to 
alarm, her senses pleaded powerfully in bohalf of the goutle 
mariner. 

*^ An expected guest of my uncle will have leisure to rc|X)se, 
after the privations and hardships of so weary a voyage,'' she 
said. ^ This is a hoiuse whose door is never closed agtiinst the 
rites of hospitality." 

** If there is aught about my person or attire, to alarm you," 
returned the stranger, earnestly, "sjK?ak, that it may bo cast 
away — these arms — these foolish arms, had bettor not have boon 
here," he added, casting the pistols and daircror indignantly, 
through a window, into the shrubl)ory ; " Ah ! if you knew how 
onwillingly I would harm any — and, least of all, a woman — ^you 
would not fear me I" 

** I fear you not,*' returned la Bi^lle, firmly. ** I dread the 
misconceptioas of the world." 

" What world » here to di**turb us ? Thou livost in thy pa- 
vilion, Wautiful Alida, remote from towas and envy, like some 
fii%'ored damsel, over whoso happy and charmed life presides a 
benignant genius. See, here are all the pretty materials with 
which thy sex sooks innocont and happy anm«^'mont TIjou 
ioochest this lute, when melancholy renders thought pleasing; 
here are colon to mock, or to eclipse, the beauties of the fields 

5* 
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and the mountains, the flower, and the tree ; and from theae 
pa^ea are cuHcd thoughts, pure and rich in iinagety, as thy 
apirit is spotless, and thy person lovely T' 

Alida listened in amazement ; for, while he spoke, the young 
mariner touched the different articles he named, with a melan- 
choly interest, which seemed to say how deeply he regretted 
that fortune had placed him in a profession in which their use 
was nearly denied. 

^ It is not common for those who live on the sea to feel thia 
interest in the trifles which constitute a woroan*s pleaaure,** she 
said, lingering, spite of her better resolution to depart 

^ The spirit of our rude and boisterous trade is then known 
to you f '' 

'^It were not possible for the relation of a merchant, ao 
extensively known as my uncle, to be ignorant altogether of 
mariners/^ 

** Aye, here is proof of it,^ returned the stranger, speaking so 
quick as again to betray how sensitively his mind was con- 
structed. ^ The History of the American Buccaneers is a rare 
book to be found in a bidy^s library I What pleasure can a 
mind like that of la belle Barbaric find in these recitals of bloody 
violence f" 

** What pleasure, truly T returned Alida, half tempted, by 
the wild and excited eye of her companion, notwithstanding all 
the contradictory endence which surrounded him, to believe 
she was addressing one of the very rovers in question. ** The 
book was lent me by a brave seaman, who holds himself in 
readiness to repress their depredations ; and while reading of so 
much wickcMlncAS, I endeavor to recall the devotion of those who 
risk their liv<>5(, in order to protect the weak and innocent — My 
uncle will be angered, should I longer delay to apprise hiia of 
your pre>ence.'' 

** A single moment ! It is long — very long, since I have en- 
tered a sanotuar}' likt* this ! llere is music, and there the frame 
fcr the gaudy tambour — th('^e windows look on a landscape, 
aoft aa thine own nature; and yonder ocean can be admirtsd 
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without droading ite terrific power, or feeling disgust at itE 
ooaner scenes, lliou shouidst be happy here !*' 

The stranger turned and perceived that ho was alone. Dis- 
appointment was strongly painted on his handsome face ; but, 
ere there was time for second thought, another voice was heard 
grumbling at the door of the saloon. 

** Compacts and treaties I What, in the name of good faith, 
hatii brought thee hither ? Is this tlie way to keep a cloak on 
our movements ? or dost sup|)ose that the Queen will knight 
me, for l>eing known as thy corresj>ondent ?" 

*• Lanteras and false b<»acons !'' returned the other, mimicking 
the voice of the discontented burgher, and pointing to the lights 
that still stood where last described. " Can tlie port be entered 
without respecting the hmd marks and signals ?" 

** Tliis comes of moonlight and sentiment ! When the girl 
should have been asleep, she is up gazing at the stars, and dis- 
concerting a burgher 8 speculations — But fear tliee not, Master 
Seadrift; my niece has discretion, and if we have no better 
pledge for her silence, there is that of ni'cessity ; since there is 
no one here for a confidant, but her old Norman valet, and ihe 
Patroon of Kinderhook, both of whom are dreaming of other 
matter than a HtUe gainful traffic/' 

•• Fear thee not, Alderman," returned the other, still main- 
taining his air of mockery. " We have the pledge of character, 
if no otlier; since the uncle cannot part with reputation, with- 
out tlie niece sharing in the lo^s/* 

** Wliat sin is there in pushing comnn»ree a stop beyond tin* 
Emits of the law ? Tliejic Engli>h are a nation of monoiH)li>ts ; 
and they make no scruple of tying us of the colon i<^ hand and 
foot, heart and soul, with their acts of rarliaraent, saving * with 
us fthalt thou tra<le, or not at all.* \W the character of the bt«t 
biirg<i>masti*r of Amst<»rdam, and they came by the province, t*H>, 
In no such honestv, that we should lie down and oIh*v I" 

"W^hercin tliere is much comfort to a dealer in the ct>ntr»- 
band. Justly reasoned, my worthy Alderman. Thy loiric will, 
at any tiine make a smooth pillow, es[)ecially if the adventure 



108 THE WATKR-WITCH. 

be not without its profit And now, having so commendably 
disposed of the moral of our bargain, let us approach its legiti- 
roate, if not its lawful, concla^^ion. There,*' ho adtlcd, drawing 
a small bag from an inner {tocket of his frock, and tossing it 
carelessly on a table; ^* there is thy gold. Eighty broad 
Johannes is no bad return for a few packages of fu» ; and even 
avarice itself will own, that six months is no long investment fur 
the usury." 

" That boat of thine, most lively Seadrift, is a marine hum- 
ming-bird I" rt'turnod Myndert, with a joyful tri»mor of the 
voice, that Wtrayed his d(H»p and entire satisfaction. ** Didst 
say just eighty ! But spare thyself the trouble of looking for 
the memorandum ; I will tell the gold myst^lf, to save thee the 
trouble. Truly, the adventure hath not been Iwul ! a few ketxs 
of Jamaica, with a little powder and lead, and a blanket or two, 
with now and thi'U a i>enny bsuible for a chief, are knowinjjly, 
aye I and sfK^edily transmut4*d into the yellow metal, by thy 
good aid. — This affair was managed on the French coast T 

" More northward, where the frost h<»li»ed the bargain. Thy 
beavers and martens, honest burgher, will b;> flaunting in the 
presence of the Era[>eror at the next holidays. What is there 
in the face of the Hraganza that thou studic^st it so hard ?'* 

** Tlie pieC4» S4»ems none of the heaviest — but, luckily, I have 
scales at hand, ^ 

" Hold r* said the stranger, layiiii; his hand, which, according 
to a fashion of that day, was cLid in a delicate and scenttnl 
glo\'e, litjhtly on the arm of the other : " No scales betwwn us. 
Sir I That was t^iken in return for thy adventure ; hea\T or 
liifht, it munt go down. We deal ifi confidence, and this hi'sita- 
tion offen<ls me. Another such doubt of my integrity, and our 
conn4'xion is at an end."^ 

** A r:il;unity I should d»»plore, quiU» or nearly as much as 
thyM'lf/' returruMl Myndert, affeetiiig to laugh ; though he 
sli|)|H*d the su**|Nvt4*d dtmbitNin into the Img again, in a manner 
that at onc«» nMnovtsl the obj«i't i»f i^ontention from view. •* A 
Uttlc parlioiilarity in the balance part of comnceroe* serves us to 



THK WATER-WITCH. 109 

nuuntaiu frieiicUhips. But a trifle shall not causo us to waste 
the precious time. — Hast brought goods suited to the colouies ?" 

** In plenty." 

** And ingenioasly assorted ? Colonists and monopoly ! — 
Bat there is a two-fold satisfaction in this clandestine traffic ; I 
never get the notice of thy arrival, Master Seadrift, but the 
heart witliin me leapth of gladness ! There is a double pleasure 
in circumventing tlie legislation of your London wiseacres !" 

•* The chiefL«t of which is V* 

** A goodly return for the investment, truly — I desire not to 
deny the agency of natural causes ; but, trust me, there is a sort 
of [)rofi'Ssional glory in thus defeating the selfishness of our 
rulers. Wliat ! are we })orn of woman, to be used as the 
instruments of their pro^^in'rity ! Give us equal legislation, a 
right to decide on the ]>olicy of enactments and then, fike a 
loyal and obedient subject, " 

^ 'Jliou wouidst still d<'al in the contraband T* 

"Well, well, multiplying idle words is not multi|»lying gold. 
The list of the articles intr<Kluced can ho forthoominir ?" 

" It is here, and rea<lv to Ih» examined. But there is a fancy 
come over me, Alderman Van IWvenmt, which, like others of 
my caprices, thou knowest must have it.s way. There should 
be a witnt'ss to our bargain.^^ 

"Judg»'s and Jurii»s ! Thuu forgettest, man, that a clumsy 
galliot could sail throui^h the tlt^lit^-st clau>e of the-^e extra-letral 
compacts. The courts receive tlie e\idence of this sort of 
trafiic, as tlie grave n*ceiv<'s tiie d«*ad ; to swallow all, and be 
forgotten." 

** I care not for the c<jurts and little desire do I feel to enter 
them. But the pres«*nee of la InW*' Barlx'rie may serve to 
prevent any mis<H)netptions, that might briiij; our connexion to 
a pn^mature cl««^'. I>t her l>» Mininio?ir<l." 

**The rjirl i** aUnir,.th«r ignorant of tratVio, and it mi^^ht 
UDsettle her opinions of h<*r unclrV stability. If a man dtx^s not 
miiintain credit within hU own doors, h(»w can he exjK'Ct it in 
the ttreetfi T 
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'^ Many have credit on the highway, who receive none at 
home. But thou knowest my humor ; no niece — ^no traffic** 

** Alida is a dutiful and affectionate child, and I would not 
willingly disturb her slumbers. Ilere Is the Patroon of Kinder- 
hook, a man who loves English legislation as little as myself; — 
he will be less reluctant to see an honest shilling turned into 
gold. I will awake him : no man was ever yet offended at an 
offer to share in a profitable adventure.** 

^ Let him sleep on. I deal not with your lords of manoni 
and mortgages. Bring forth the lady, for there i»ill be matter 
fit for her delicacv." 

^I>uty and the ten commandments! You never had the 
charge of a child, Master Seadrift, and cannot know the weight 
of responsibility *' 

** No niece — ^no traffic T* interrupted the wilful dealer in con- 
traband, returning his invoice to his pocket, and preparing to 
rise from the table, where he had already seated himself. ^ The 
lady knows of my presence ; and it were safer for us both that 
she entered more deeply into our confidence.** 

^ Thou art as despotic as the Ent^Hsh Navigation-law I I 
hear the foot of the child still pacing her chamber, and she shall 
come. But there need be no explanations, to recall old inter- 
course. — ^The affiiir can pass as a bit of accidental speculation — 
a by-play, in the traffic of life." 

^ As thou pleasost. I shall deal h'ss in words than in busi- 
ness. Keep thine own secrets, burgher, and they are safe. 
Still, I would have the lady, for there is a presentiment that 
our connexion is in danger.** 

** I like not that word presentiment,** grumbled the Alderman, 
taking a hght, and snuffing it with deliberate care ; ^ drop bat 
a single letter, and one dreams of the pains and penalties of the 
Exche<juer. — Remember tliou art a trafficker, who conceals his 
appearance on aeomnt of the cK»vemes» of his siieculations.** 

^That u my calling, to tlie letter. Wore all others as cleveri 
the trade would certainly cease. — Go, bring the lady.** 

The Alderman, who probably taw the necessity of making 
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■ome «xpbnation to his itieee, and who. it would »p«m, fbOj 
imderitood tb« pMitir^ character of his companion, do longer 
heaiUte*! ; but, first casting a sus[iiaoai glance oat of the Mill 
open window, he left the room. 



112 TUB WATBR-WITOU. 



CHAPTER X. 

'* Alack, what heliioa« ttn Is It In dm, 
To 1« avhnroed to be my father*t child ! 
But iboueh I am a daufhter to hla blood, 
I an Dut to his maanen.— ** 

lliBcaAirr or Vsmos. 

The moment the stranger was again alone, the entire expi 
sion of his countenance underwent a change. The recklosa and 
bold exprosftion do5k;rted his eye, which once more became soft, 
if not j)ensivo, as it wandered over the different elegant objects 
that served to amu5e the leisun) of la belle Barlx^rie. He arwe 
and touched the strings of a lute, and then, like Fear, started 
back, as if n^coiling at tho sound he had made. All recollection 
of the object of his visit was evidently forgotten in a new and 
livelier interest ; and had there been one to watch his move- 
ments, the last motive imputed to hLs presence would probably 
have been the one that was true. There was so little of 
that vulgar and ct»mmon character which is usually seen in men 
of his pursuit, in the gtmtie as[)ect and subdued air of his fine 
features, that it might be fancied he was thus singularly 
endowo<i by natun\ in order that deception might triumph. If 
th(*re were moments when a disregard of opinion was seen 
in his demeanor, it rather api)eared assumed than easy ; and 
even when ni(Ht di'*jK)S4»d to display lawless indifference to 
th«* ordiimrv rei^ulations of societv, in his inter\'iew with the 
ahlorman, it had )NN>n bloinled with a re^H^rve of manner that 
was htranjji'lv in ooiitrant with hi-* humor. 

On the other hand, it Mi*re idle to s,iv that Alida deBarb6rie 
had no uiipl(*a<*ant ^u^^picions concerning the character of her 
uncle^s gui*st. That lKifu>ful influence whioh nect^sstarily exerts 
itAelf near an im>!*|M>nHible power, coupled with the natural 



TBB WATSB-WITCH. 113 

indifference with which the j>rincipal n^oards the dependant, 
had caused the Eni^lLsh Miiii>try to fill too many of tlieir postii 
of honor and pn^fit in their colonics, with ne^^ly and dissolute 
men of rank, or of hij^h political connexions at home. The Pro- 
vince of Svw York had, in this r<3S|>eot, been particularly unfor- 
tunate. Tlio j^ft of it by Chark'^ to his brother and succ<*ssor, 
had left it without the pn>teetiun of thos** chart«*rs and other 
privilejji* that had bi*en grant«*d to nio>t of the governments of 
America. Tlie connexion with the crown i«as direct, and for a 
long }>eriod tlie majority of the inhabitants were coiL'^i'h-red aA 
of a different race, and of course as of one less to lie cun>i<ler»Hl 
than that of th«»ir conquerors. Such was the laxity of the times 
on tlie subject of injustice to the | people of this hemi>»[)here, that 
the predatory ex|K»ditions of Drake and otliers against the 
wealthy occupants of the more southern countries, seem to have 
left no sfiots on their i^nitclH?<>ns ; and the honors and favors 
of Queen Klizal>eth had Ixn^n liberallv extended to men who 
would now be <leem*»d fr»vb<>oter». In sliort, that system 
of violence and sjx'cious morality which commenced with 
the ijifts of Ferdinand and Isalx*lla, and tlie bulls of the Pojm^s, 
was continued with more or levs of moditication, until the 
dcNo^ndants of those siuirle-minded antl virtuous men who f>eo- 
pled the Union, t<H)k the jK)were of government into their own 
hands, and protlaimed jK>litical ethics that were prexiou-^ly 
» Httle practised as underst«H>d. 

Alida knew that Ix^th the Earl of IV'Ilamont and the unprin- 
cipled nobleman who has b<'en introduced in the earlier pages 
of this tale, had not e>ca{>ed the imputation of iMunixiiii; at actA 
on the S4»a far more flai^rant than any of an unlaut'iil trado ; 
nnd it ^ill ther»'ft>re cr«»at4» little surprise that she r:»w rea^^on to 
di^tru**t tlie legality of some of her uncle's sjM»culati«>ns ^*ith 
h-s« pain than might U» felt by one of h»r 84»x and opinions 
At th»' pn'^-nt hour. Her su^pielt»Ms ho\ve>er, f«ll tar ^hort of 
tlie truth ; fiir it w^-re searci* [m)^>1!i!«» to ha\e pre--enl«'d a man* 
ner \k\h) U*TO aUait him fi*\\.'r ot' th<»M» simu% of hi'. ru<le callin*^ 
than he vthom she had so unex{><>otedly met. 
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Perhaps, too, the powerful charm that existed in the voice and 
countenance of one so singularly gifled hy nature, had its 
influence in persuading Alida to reappear. At all events, she 
was soon seen to enter the room with an air that manifested 
more of curiosity and wonder than of displeasure. 

^* My niece has heard that thou coraest from the old countries, 
Master Seadrift,'^ said the wary alderman, who preceded Alida, 
^ and the woman is up|)ermost in her heart Thou wilt never 
be forgiven should the eye of any maiden in Manhattan get 
sight of thy finery before she has passed judgment on its 
merit." 

^ I cannot wish a more impartial or a fairer judge,** returned 
the other, doffing his cap in the gallant and careless manner of 
his trade. ^' Here are silks from the looms of Tuscany, and 
Lyonnois brocades, that any Lombard or dame of France might 
envy. Ribbons of every hue and dye, and laces that seem to 
copy the fretwork of the richest cathedral of your Fleming T 

" Thou hast journeyed much in thy time, Master Seadrift, 
and s|)eakest of countries and usages with understanding," said 
the alderman. ** But how stand the prices of these precious 
goods ? Thou knowc«(t the long war, and moral certainty of its 
continuance; this (lerman succ^'ssion to the throne, and the 
late earthquakes in the country, Ux), have much unsettled prices, 
and caaHc us thoughtftil burghers to ho. wan* in our traffic 
Did««t inquire the cost of geMings when hsi in Holland ?" 

"The animals go a->>epi^ng I As to the value of my goods, 
that, you know, is fixed ; for I admit of no |)arley between 
friends." 

"Thv obstinacy Is unreasonable. Master Seadrift A wise 
merchant will always look to t)ie state of the market, and one so 
practiM^d should know that a nimble six])euco multiplies filter 
than a slow-moving shilUng. Tis the constant rolling of the 
ball that cauM>s the snow to cleave ! Goods that come light 
should not go heavy, and quick settlements follow sudden bar* 
gains. Thou knowei^t our York sayinof, that * fint offers are the 
b«f •» 
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**' He that likes may purchaAc, and he O^t prefers his gold to 
fine laoes, rich silks, and stiff brocades, has only to sleep with 
his money-bags under his pillow. There are othera who 
wait with impatience to see the articles; and I hare not 
crossed the AUantic with a fteight that scarcely ballasts 
the brigantine, to throw away the valuables on the lowest 
bidder.'' 

^ Nay, uncle,'' said Alida, in a little trepidation, ^ we cannot 
judge of the quaHty of Master Soadrift's articles by rejiort I 
dare to say he has nut landed without a sample of hiA wares V* 

^* Custom and friendships P mutterf^l Mynd^rt; ''of what 
ose is an established oorresjiondence if it is to be broken on 
account of a Httle cheaj)eiiing ? But produce tliy stores, Mr 
Dogmat»m ; I warrant me the faf«hioi» are of some rej^^ted 
use, or that the color of the g(X)ds be impaired by the usual 
negligence of thy careless manners. Wo will at hast pay thee 
the compliment to kjok at the eff^-cti^.'* 

" "Us as you please," returned the other. ** Tlie bales are in 
the usual place at the wharf, under the ia^j^^ction of hon«'St 
Master Tiller — but if m> inferior in quality tliey will scarce rejray 
the trouble of the walk." 

** m go, ril go," said the ald«»nnan, adju«5tinjr his wig and 
remoWng his sj^ectacles; ** 'twould not be treatinij an old corres- 
pondent well, to refuse to look at his s:impl(>H, — thou uilt fallow, 
Master Seadrift, and so I will pay th<'e the compliment to exa- 
mine tlie effi?ct8 — thoujjh the lung war, tlie pint of furs, the 
over-abundance of the hwt year's har\e<»ts and iIr* j>erfi»ct qui«*t 
in the mining districts, have thrown ail coinnitTce flat on iU 
back, m go, however, lest thou should^t say thy interests 
were neglected. Thy Master Tiller is an indiM:re»'t aijent; 
he gave me a fright today that exce4*ds any alarm I have 
felt since the failure f>f Van Halt, Halamv, and I>i«ldl«*.** 

The voice of Myndert l)eeanie inautlihlo, for, in his ha»te nut 
to netclect the int«»rw»ts of hb ccm-^t, the U'nat'ioiLs trader 
had already quitt<*d the room, and half of his |>:«rtin}; s(>eech 
waa uttered in the antechamber of the pavilion. 
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" Twould scarce comport with the propriety of my sex, to 
mingle with the seamen, and the others who doubtless sur- 
round the bales/' said Alida, in whose face there was a marked 
expression of hesitation and curiosity. 

"It will not be neoossary," returned her companion. "I 
have, at hand, specimens of all that you would see. — But why 
this h&<^te ? We are yet in the early hours of the night, and 
the Alderman will be occupied long, ere he comes to the 
determination to pay the prices my people are sure to ask. I 
am lately from off the sea, beautiful Alida, and thou canst not 
know the pleasure I find in breathing even the atmosphere 
of a woman's presence." 

La belle Barb^rie retired a stop or two, she knew not why ; 
and her hand was placed upon the cord of the boll, before she 
was aware of the manner in which she botravod her alarm. 

" To me it does not soom that I am a creature so terrific, that 
thou neod*st droad my prosonco," continued the gay mariner, 
with a smile tliat expressed as much of secret irony, as of that 
pensive character which had again taken possession of his 
countenance ; ^ but ring, and bring your attendants to reheve 
fears that are natural to thy sex, and therefore seducing to mine. 
Shall I pull the cord ? — for this pretty hand trembles too much 
to do its office." 

** I know not that any would answer, for it is past the 
hour of attendance ; it is b(*tter that I go to the examination of 
the bales." 

The strange and si njfularlv- attired b<Mng» who occasioned 
so much uneasiness to Alida, regarded her a moment with 
a kind and molancliolv solicitude. 

" Tlius thov are all, till altered bv too much intercourw with 
a cnld and c<>rnif»t world I" he rather whis|)on»d, than uttered 
aloud. ^ Would that thus thov miirht all continue ! Tliou art 

m 

a >»i!iirnlur rnmjwmnd of thy sex's weakness and of manly 
ros<.!iiti»>iK \nW Barl»eri«» ; but tru^t me/' and he laid his hand 
on liin lirart with an oam«'^tn<'>8 that s|K)ke well for his sin- 
i-erity ; ** en* word, or act, to harm or to offend thee, should proceed 
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601D any who obey will of mine, nature itself miist undergo 
a change. Start not, for I call one to show the specimens you 
would see.** 

lie then applied a little silver whistle to his lips, and drew a 
low signal from the instrument, motioning to Alida to await the 
result viithout alarm. In half a miimte, there was a rustling 
among tlie leaves of the shrubbery, a moment of attentive 
paaso, and then a dark object entered the window, and rolled 
heavily to the centre of the floor. 

^ Here are our commodities, and trust me the pric<' shall not 
bo dwelt on between us," resumed Master Si»adrift, undoing 
the fastenings of the little bale, that had enU'rod the sakxiu 
seemingly without the aid of hands. ** Th«»so goods arv so many 
gages of neutrality between us; soapproach, and examim*, with- 
out fear. You will find some among them to reward the hiuard.** 

The bale was now op<>n, and as it^ master ap|)eared to be 
singularly exj>ert in suiting a female fancy, it Wanie im|>os.sil>lo 
for Alida to resist any longer. She gradually lo>t her reserve, 
aa the examination proceeded ; and before the owner of the 
treasures had got into the third of his packag<*s, the hands 
of tlie hein-sis were as actively employed as his own, in gaining 
access to their view. 

"Tliis is a stuflf of the Ix)mbard territori*-*," sai<l the vender 
of the goocU, pleased with the eonfitlence he had succee<le«l 
in establishing between his b<»autiful cu-itomer and hlm«i4»lf. 
"Thou scest, it is rich, flowery, and variegrUed as the land 
it came from. One might fancy the vint^ and vej^etation of 
thai deep soil were shooting from this labour of the loom — n.iy, 
the piece is suflScient for any toil«*tte, hr»wever ample ; s<»e, it is 
endless as the plaiiLs that reared the little animal who supplien 
the texture. I have partial of that fabric to many dames of 
England, who have not disdaiiunl to tratbo with one that risks 
much in their behalf.'* 

** I (ear there are many wh<i And a pleasure in these stuffs, 
chiefly because their use is forbid<len.'* 

** Twouhl not h' out of nature ! Look ; this box contains 
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ornamentB of the elephant's tooth, cut by a cunning artificer 
in the far Eastern knds ; they do not disfigure a lady's drening 
table, and have a moral, for they remind her of countries 
where the sex is less happy than at home. Ah I here is a 
treasure of Mechlin, wrought in a fashion of my own design.** 

^ Tis beautifully fancied, and might do credit to one who 
professed the painter's art" 

^ My youth was much employed in these conceits,** returned 
the trader, unfolding the rich and delicate lace, in a manner to 
show that he had still pleasure in contemplating its texture and 
quality. ^^ There was a compact between me and the maker, 
that enough should be furnished to reach from the high church- 
tower of his town to the pavement beneath ; and yet, you see 
how little remains ! The London dames found it to their taste, 
and it was not easy to bring even this trifie into the colonies." 

^ You chose a remarkable measure for an article that was to 
visit so many difierent countries, without the formalities of 
lawT 

^ We thought to start in the favor of the church, which 
rarely fiowns on those who respect its privileges. Under the 
sanction of such authority, I will lay aside all that rerowns, 
certain it will be nee<ied for thy ase." 

^ So rare a manufacture should be costly f 

La belle Barb6rie spoke hesititingly, and as she raised 
her eyes, they met the dark organs of her companion, fixed on 
her face, in a manner that socmed to express a consdonsness of 
the ascendency he was gaining. Startled, at she knew not 
what, the maiden again added hastily — 

^This may be fitter for a court lady than a girl of the 
colonies.** 

** None who have yet worn of it so well become it ; — I lay it 
here, as a make-weight in my bargain with the Alderman. — 
This is satin of Tuvany ; a country where nature exhibits ita 
extremes, and one whose merchants were princes. Your 
Florentine was subtle in his fabrics, and happy in his ooooeita 
of forms and colore, for which he stood indebted lo the 
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cf his own climate. Observe — the hue of this gloesj 
fturfiM» IS scarcely so dolicate as I have seen the rosy light, 
at even, playing on the sides of his Apennines V* 

^Yon have then visited the regions in whose fabrics you 
deal ?^ said Alida, suflering the articles to fall from her hand, 
in the stronger interest she began to feel in their owner. 

^ nis my habit Here have we a chain from the city of the 
Isles. The hand of a Venetian could alone form these delicate 
and nearly insea^ible links. I refu$K?d a string of spotless pearb 
for that same golden web.** 

** It was indiscreet^ in one who trades at so much hazard.*' 

** I kept the bauble for my pleasure I — Whim is sometimes 
stronger than the thirst of gain ; and this chain does not quit 
me tilt I bestow it on the lady of my love.^' 

" One so actively employed can scarcely spare time to seek a 
fitting object for the gift." 

^ Is merit and loveliness in the sex so rare ? La belle Barb^rie 
speaks in the security of many conquests, or she would not deal 
thus lii^htly in a matter that is so serious with most females.** 

** Among other countries your vessel hath visited a land of 
witchcraft, or you would not pretend to a knowled^ of things, 
that, in their very nature, mast be hidden from a stranti^er. — 
Of what value may be those beautiful feathers of the OAtrioh ?** 

"They came of swarthy Africa, though so spotless themselves. 
The bunch was had, by secret traffic, from a Moorinh man, in 
exchange for a few skins of I.«achryma Christi, that he swallowed 
with his eyes shut I dealt with the fellow only in pity for hii 
thint, and do not pride myself on the value of the commodity. 
It shall go, too, to quicken love between me and thy uncle.*' 

Alida could not object to this liberality, though she was not 
without a secret opinion that the gifts wen> no more than delicate 
and well-concealed offeringn to herself. Tlie eflect of this sus- 
picion was two-fold ; it caused the maiden to become more re- 
served in the expression of her ta^^tes, though it in no degree 
leaened her confidence in, and admiration o^ the wayward and 
remarkable trader. 
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" My uncle will have cause to commend thy generous spirit," 
said the heiress, l)cnding her head a little coldU', at tliis rejieated 
declaration of lier companion's intentions, '^ though it would 
seem, that, in trade, justice is as much to be desired a** generosity ; 
— this seemeth a curious design, wronjjht with the needle P' 

" It is tlie labor of many a day, fjt^hioned by the hand of m 
recluse. I bought it of a nun, in Franco, who pa««s<'d years in 
toil uiK>n the conceit, which is of more value than tho material 
The meek daugliter of solitude wept when she parted with the 
fabric, for, in her eyes, it ha<l the tie of association and habit. 
A comj>anion might be Uist to one who livt»s in the confa^on of 
the world, and it should not cause more real sorn>w, than |>arting 
from the product of her needle gave that mild residt»nt of the 
cU>ist<TR I" 

" And is it permitted for your sox to \ isit those places of re- 
ligious retin*nient ?'* <isked Alid;i. " I come of a race that pay^ 
litti«» <ltf<*renc<» to monastic lift*, for we are n^fugoes from the 
wvi'rity of I>)uis ; but yet I nevor heard my father charge these 
femalcii with being so regardless of their voavs." 

**The fact Wi4s so repeated to me ; for, sun*ly, my sex are not 
admitted to traffic, directly, with the mod»'st sisters'' (a smile, 
that Alida w2Ls halfMli<|Kis<>d to think lM>ld, played al¥>ut the 
han<ls4>me mouth of the speaker); **but it was so rej>orted. 
What is your o]>inion of the merit of woman, in thus Si*eking 
refugi* from the ean*s, and ha])ly from the sins, of the world, in 
institutions of this order ?" 

** Truly the (pK'^ttion excetnleth my knowldge. Iliis is not a 
country to immure f«*males, and the GU>tom cau<f* us of America 
little thought'' 

**Tlie usii^re hath its abuses,'* continued the dealer in contra- 
band, s|>eakinif thouirhtfully ; ** but it is not without its good. 
There are many of the weak and vain, that would l»e hapj»ier in 
the cloi^t«T*, than if h-fl to the se<luction> and follies of hfe. — 
Ah I here U work of Kiii^liHli hands. I scarc<'ly know how the 
ailicl<*s found tht-ir way into the company of the products of the 
foreign l<N)ms. My l>ali*s contnin, in genend. little that 'u vul- 
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gsrl} sanctioned by the law. Speak me frankly, belle Alida, 
and say if you share in the prejudices against the character of 
us free-tradere ?" 

^ I pretend not to jud^^e of reguladoas that exceed the know- 
Iwlge and practices of my sex," returned the maiden, with 
commendable resene. ** Tliore are some who think the abase 
of power a justification of its resistance, while others deem a 
breach of law to be a breach of morals." 

" Tlie hitter Is the doctrine of your man of invested moneys 
and C8tabli>hed fortune I lie has entrenched his pains behind 
acknowledged barriers, and he j)reachcs their sanctity, because 
they iaror his selfishness. We skimmers of the sea " 

Alida started so suddenly, as to cause her companion to cease 
speaking. 

** Are my words frightful, that you pale at th<*ir sound ?" 

** I hope they were used rather in accident than with their 
dreaded meaninij. I would not have it said — no ! 'tis but a 
chance that springs from some n^seinblance in your callings. 
One like you can never be the man whose name has grown 
into a proverb I*' 

•* One like me, l)eautiful Alida, is much as fortune wills. Of 
what man, or of what name, wouUUt sj>eak 5" 

"Tis nothing,** returned la hello Darln'rie, gazing nncon- 
Nnottily at the ].olishcd and graofful features of the stninger, 
longer than was wont in maiden. ** Proceed \iitli your explana- 
tion; — these are rich vclvetir* 

•* They come of Venice, too ; but comm«»rce is like the favor 
which attends the rich, and the qu^n of the Adriatic Is already 
I'.ir on the decline. That which cau'*<'s the inore.nso of the 
lnwUitidinan otxwioas the downfall of a city. Tho la<j:uncs aro 
til 111 I If with fat soil, and the keel of the traJer is l»fts frequent 
there than (»f oKl. A^«*s honce, the [»lou:;h may trace furrows 
mh*»re the l^ucentaur has i1oati>d I The outer India pa^vi-^e has 
diang^d the current of ]«r»K|H»rity, which ever ni-^hes in the witK»st 
and newest track. Nations miifht learn a moral, by studying 
tho •leepj canals and instnictive magaitifienco of Uiat fidlen town ; 
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but pride fatteu on its own lazy recollections, to the last ! — As 
I was saying, we rovers deal little in musty maxims, Uiat are 
made by the great and prosperous at home, and are trumpeted 
abroad, in order that the weak and unhappy should be the 
more closely riveted in their fetters.'' 

^ Methinks you push the principle further than ia necessary, 
for one whose greatest offence against established usage is a little 
hazardous commerce. These are opinions that might unsettle 
the worid." 

^ Rather settle it, by referring all to the rule of right When 
governments shall lay their foundations in natural justice, when 
their object shall be to remove the temptaUons to err, instead of 
creating them, and when bodies of men shall feel and acknow- 
ledge the responsibilities of individuals — why, then the Water> 
Witch herself might become a revenue-cutter, and her owner 
an officer of the customs T 

The velvet fell from the hands of la belle Barbaric, and she 
arose from her seat with precipitation. 

^ Speak plainly,'* said Alida, with all her natural finmien. 
^ With whom am I about to traffic f *' 

^ An outcast of society — a man condemned in the opinions 
of the world — the outlaw — the flagrant wanderer of tlie ocean — 
the lawless * Skimmer of the Seas !^ ** cried a voice at the open 
window. 

In another minute, Ludlow was in the room. Alida uttered 
a shriek, veiled her iaee in her robe, and nished from the apori- 
meuL 
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CHAPTER XI. 



** — Truth will come to liKht ; 
Munler eaonoC be bid long, a aian*s moo may; 
But la tbe cad, trntb will r.ut—** 

I.AUHrKLOT. 



Tns officer of the Queen had leaped into the pavilion with 
the flushed features and all the hurry of an excited man. The 
exclamations and retreat of hi belle liberie, for a single moment, 
diverted h» attention; then he turned, suddenly, not to say 
fiercely, towards her companion. It is not necessary to re])ent 
the description of the stranger s ))erson, in order to render the 
change, which instantly occurred in Uie countenance of Ludlow, 
intelligible to the reader. His eye, at first, refused to believe 
there was no other present ; and when it had, again and agiiin, 
searched the whole apartment, it returned to the face and form 
of the dealer in contraband, with an expression of increduUty 
and wonder. 

** Here is some mUtake !" exclaimed the commander of the 
Coquette, after time had been given for a thorough examination 
of the room. 

"Your gentle manner of entrance,'* returned the strancjer, 
acron whose face there had jiassecl a glow tliat mi«;Iit have 
come equally of anger or of surj)rise, "has driven tlie lady from 
the room. But as you wear the livery of the Qui en, I pn-sume 
you have authority for invading the dwelling of the sulij«'ct?" 

•* I had believed — nay, there was reason to lie obtain, that 
one whom all of pro|>er loyalty execrate, was to be found her**,'* 
stammered the still confii^od Ludlow. ** There can scarce be a 
deeeptioo, for I plainly heard the discourse of my captors, — and 
vet hAr^ is none !** 
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^ 1 tliank jon for the high consideration you bestow on mj 
presence." 

Tho manner, rather than the words of tlie speaker, induced 
Ludlow to rivet another look on his countenance. There was a 
mixed expression of doubt, admiration, and possibly of unea^i* 
ness, if not of actual jealousy, in the eye, which slowly read all 
his lineaments, though the former seemed the stronger sensation 
of the three. 

** We have never met before I" cried Ludlow, when the organ 
becran to <noyr dim with the lenirth and steadiness of its gaze. 

^ The ocean has many paths, and men may journey on them 
lono: witliout crossing each other." 

"Tliou hast sencd the queen, though I see thee in this 
doubtful situation ?" 

*• Never. I am not one to bind myself to the sen*itude of any 
woman that lives/' retiimed the free trader, while a mild smile 
played abcmt his lip, ** though she wore a thousand diadems ; 
Anne never had an hour of my time nor a single wish of my 
heart" 

" Til is is bold language, Sir, for the car of her officer. The 
arrival of an unknown brigantine, certain incidents which have 
occurred to myself this night, your presence here, that bale of 
articK'rt forbiddiMi by the law, create sa^picloas that must be 
satisiitHl. Who are vou V* 

m 

" Tlie flagnu»t wanderer of tlie ocean — tlie outcn.%t of society — 
the cond •mn<d in the opinions of the world — tlic bwloss 
* Skimmer of the Si\*vs !' " 

*' TliLK cannot b^* I The tongues of men sj)oak of the j^rsonal 
d-fonnity uf that wand-^rer, no le^s than of his bold disregard of 
the law. You would dtc<ive me." 

** If then m«*n orr ho much in that which is visible and unim* 
portant," roturiu d tin* other, j»roudly, " is there not reason to 
doubt their accuracy in matters of more weight? I am surely 
what I >uMm, if I am not what I say.'* 

** I will not cr< dit i«o improbable a tide ; — give me some proof 
that what I hear is true.** 
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''Look at that brigantino. whose delicate spars are almost 
coi)fjund( (I with the Uackground of trees," said the uUier, aj> 
proachiiig the window, and dircctin«^ the attention of his coni- 
] anion to the Cove : *' Tis tlio bark that has so often foiled the 
((forts of all thy cruisers, and which traa^ports mo and my 
wealth whither I will, without the fetters of arbitrary laws, and 
the iDcddlinir inquiries of venal hirelings. Hie scud, which 
floats above the sea, is not freer than that vessel, and scarcely 
more swift. Well is she named the Water-Witch I for her j^cr- 
fi)rmances on the wide ocean have been such as sec in to exceed 
all natural means. The fn)th of the sea does not dance more 
lightly alx>ve the waves than yonder graceful fabric, when 
driven by the breeze. She is a thing to b^ loved, Ludlow; 
tnist me, I never yet set affj ctions on woman with the warmth 
I ftH-l for the faithful and boautiful machine T' 

** lliis is little more than any mariner could say, in praise of 
a vos^l that he admired." 

** Will you say ii, Sir, in favor of yon lumbering sloop of 
Queen Anno ? Your Coquette is none of the fairest, and there 
was more of j)re tension than of truth at her christening." 

" llv the title of my royal mistress, vounij beardless, but there 
n nn in<j<)l?nce in this lan;x^ia:je that miirht become him you 
wish to rtq>resent ! My hhij), heavy or lii<:ht of fix)t as she may 
be, is filled to brin:x yonder fal-^e trader to the juJ.jm.Mit." 

'*By the craft and qualities of the Water-Witch ! but this is 
laniniaire that mii;ht become one who was at lil)ortv to act his 
pleasure," returned the stnmger, tauiitinijly imitatinjir iJie tone 
in which his angry companion had sjwjken. ** You would have 
proof of my identity : listen. Tlierc is one who vaunts his 
|K>wer, tliat fonjfU he is a duiK? of my ai»'nt; and that even 
nhile liis worils are so full of boldness, he is a caj tive P 

The brown cheek of Ludlow reiUl'ned, antl he turne<l towaicls 
tho li-^lit'T and fir I ^S'^ vi'4.)roiu frani? of his conrnni )n, a< if 
about to strike him to the earth, \\\w\\ a d x>r opt ned» and Alida 
ap|foared in the saloon. 

The meeting between the commander of t)ie Coquette and 
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his tnifltrcss was not without embarrassment The anger of the 
former and the confusion of the Utter, for a moment^ kept both 
filent ; but as ]& belle Barberie had not returned witliout an 
objccty she was quick to speaL 

*' I know not whether to approve or to condemn the boldness 
tliat has prompted Captiun Ludlow to enter my pavilion, at this 
unseasonable hour, and in so unceremonious a manner," she said, 
^ for I am still i|]^norant of his motive. When he shall please to 
let me hear it, I may judjre better of the merit of the excuse.^ 

'^True, we will hear his explanation before condemnation,*^ 
addfd the stranger, offering a seat to AUda, uhich she coldly 
declined. ^ Beyond a doubt tlie gentleman has a motive.^* 

If looks could have destroyed, the s})eaker would have been 
annihilated. But as the lady seemed indifferent to the bktt re- 
mark, Ludlow prepared to enter on his vindication. 

'^I shall not att^^ropt to conceal that an artifice has been 
practised,'' he said, ^ which is accompanied by consequences that 
I find awkward. The air and nuinner of the seaman whose 
bold conduct you witnessed in the boat, induced me to confide 
in him more than was prudent, and I have been rewarded by 
dece|>tion." 

** In other words Captain Ludlow is not as sagacious as he 
had reason to b(*liove,*' sai<l an ironical voice at his elbow. 

** In what manner am I to blame, or why is my privacy to 
be intern! pt«'d, Wcause a wandering seaman has tlcceivtHi tho 
commander of the C«>quctte ?" rejoined Alida " Not only that 

audacious mariner, but this ^tliis person,'' she added, adopting 

a word that use has appropriated to the multitude, '* is a stran- 
ger to me. There is no other connexion between us than that 
vou see." 

** It is not niTi'Ssary to say why I landed," continued Ludlow ; 
** but I w:is \vt>ak en()u<j^h to allow tliat unknown mariner to quit 
my ship in my company ; and when I would return, he found 
mt'ans to d:*sirm my men, an<l makj* me a prisoner." 

'' And yet art tliou, for a captive, tolerably free f added the 
iionical voice. 
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^ Of what nenrioe in thU freedom^ without the means of nsing 
it ? The sea sc|>arat6S me from my ship, and my faithful boatV 
crew are in fetters. I hare been little watched myself: but 

m 

though forbidden to approach certain points, enough has been 
seen to leare no doubts of the character of those whom Alder- 
man Van Beverout entertains.** 

** Thou wouldst also say, and his niece, Ludlow ?" 
^ I would say nothing harsh to, or disrcsitectful of, Alida de 
Barbae. I will not deny that a harrowing idea po&'^essed me, — 
but I see my error, and repent having been so ha^^ty.** 

** We may then resume our commerce," said the trader, coolly 
seating himself before the open bale, while Ludlow and the 
maiden stood regarding each other in mute sur])ri<^. ^ It is 
pleasant to exhibit these forbidden treasures to an officer of the 
Queen. It may prove the means of gaining the royal patronage. 
We were last among the velvets, and on the laguiies, of Venice. 
Here is one of a color and quality to form a bridal dress for the 
Doge hims<4f^ in his nuptials with the sea ! We men of the 
ocean look upon that ceremony as a ])tedge Ilymen will not 
^rget us, though we may wander from his altars. Do I justice 
to the fiuth of the craf^^ Captain Ludlow ? — or are you a sworn 
devotee of Xeptune, and content to breathe your siijhs to Venus, 
when afloat ? Well, if the damps and s;ilt air of the ocean rust 
the golden chain, it is the fault of cniel nature ! — Ah ! here 



A shrill whistle sounded among the shnibl>ery, and the 
speaker became mute. Throwing his cloths carelessly on the 
bale, he arose again, and seemed to hesitate. Throuc:]iout the 
interview with Ludlow, the air of the free- trader had been mild, 
though at times it was playful ; and not for an instant had he 
•eemed to return the resentment which the other had so ]»lainly 
manifiwted. It now b«vame |>er|)lexed, and, by the workinirs of 
his ft*ature«, it would s<^m that he vacillated in his o]»inion9. 
The sounds of the whistle were heard airain. 

** Ave, ave. Master Tom 1" muttered the dealer in contraband. 
"Thynole is audible, but why this haste f Beautiful Alida. 
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this shrill summons is to saj, that the moment of parting is 
arrived !" 

" We met with less of preparation," returned ia belle Barb6- 
rie, who prvsencd all the distant reser\'e of her se3c, under the 
jealous eyes of her admirer. 

^ We met without a warning, but shall our separation be 
without a memorial ? Am I to return with all those valuables 
to the brigantine, or in their place must I take tlio customary 
golden tribute ?*' 

** I know not that I dare make a traffic which is not sanc- 
tioned by the law in presence of a sor\'ant of the Queen," 
returned Alida, smiling. ^ I will not deny that you have much 
to excite a woman's envy ; but our royal mistress might forget 
her sex, and show little pity, were she to hear of my weak- 



" No fear of that, lady. Tis they who arc most stem in 
creating these harsh regulations that show most frailty in their 
breach. By the \nrtuos of honest Leadcnhall itself, but I should 
hke to tempt the royal Anne in her closet, with such a dispUiy 
of goodly laces and heavy brocades I" 

^ That might be more hazardous than wise !'* 

''I know not Though seated on a throne, slio is but 
woman. Di*«giiise nature as thou wilt, she is a universal t\Tant^ 
and governs all alike. The head that wears a crown dreams of 
the conquests of the sox, rather than of the conque^U of stitcs ; 
the hand tliat wir Kls tlie so'ptre Is fittod to disjlay its pret- 
tiness with the |H-ncil or the ne<dlo; and thouijh words and 
ideas may l)e taught and sounded forth x^ith the |K>m]> of 
rovaltv, the toiic» is still that of woman." 

" Without brinirinix »*»*<> question the merits of our pre- 
sont roy.nl mistn'x,*' said AliiL% who was a littl«» apt to assert 
her s<'\'?i riirhts, **tli n* is the examj^e of the glorious Eliza>M'th. 
to r»»fute his ch;ip^</* 

*• Ay»*, we havo had our Cl^opatras in the sea fis^ht, and 
fear was found strongiT than love ! The sea has mousU'K, and 
»o may have the bind. lie that mado the earth gave it laws 
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that 'tia not good to break. We men are jealous of our quali- 
ties, and littb like to see them usurped ; and trust mc, lady, she 
tliat forgets the means that nature bestows, may mourn in 
sorrow over tlte fiital error. But shall we deal in velvet, or 
is jour taste more leaning to brocade ?^ 

Alida and Ludlow listened in admiration to the capricious 
and fanciful language of the unaccountable trader, and both 
were equally at a loss to estimate his character. The equivocal 
air was in general well maintained, though the commander 
of tlie Coquette had detected an eamestncHs and feeling in his 
manner, when he more particularly addressed la belle Barl)6rie, 
that excited an uneaf-iitoss ho was ashamed to ndtnit, even 
to himself. That the maiden her^^olf observed this change, 
might also bo inferred from a richer glow which diffused itself 
over her features, thou^^h it is scarce probable that she was con* 
scions of its effects. When questioned as to her do tenni nation 
concerning his goods, she agmn regarded Ludlow, doubt ingly, 
ere she answereil. 

^ That yon have not studied woman in vain," she laughingly 
replied, '*I must fain acknowl(Mlg^\ And yet, ere I make a 
d cision, suffer me to consult those who, !)eing more accustomed 
to deal with the laws, are b'^tter judges of the pn>priety of the 
purchases." 

" If this request were not reasonable in itself, it were due 
to your beauty and st^ition, lady, to grant it. I leave the bale 
in your care ; and before to-morrow's sun has sot, one will 
await the answer. Captain Ludlow, arc wo to ]>art in friend* 
ship, or does your duty to the Queen proscribe the word ?** 

** If what you seem,** said Ludlow, " you are a beinij inexpli- 
cable ! If this be some mru^querade, as I half snsj)eet, 'tis well 
maintaino<l at least, thoiiixh not wortliiiv asNum-tl.'' 

** Yott are not the first who has rofU'MHl credit to his senses, 
in a manner wherein the Wat"r-Witeh and her commander 
have been coneornoil. Ponce, holiest Tom ; thy wlii'»tlc will 
not hasten Father Time ! Friend or not, Capt^iiu Ludlow nec<l 
not be told he is my prisoner.*' 
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"That I have fallen into the power of a raiscroant ^ 

" Hist I — if thou hast love of bodily ease and ivholo bones. 
Master Thomas Tiller is a man of rutlc humor, and he as Uttle 
likes contumely as another. Besides, the honest mariner did 
but obey my orders, and his character is protected by a superior 
responsibility." 

•* Thy orders !" repeated Ludlow, with an expression of eye 
and lip that mis^ht have offended one more disposed to take 
ofTencc than him he addressed. ** The fellow who so well suc- 
ceeded in his artifice is one much more likelv to command than 
to obey. If any here be the * Skimmer of the Seas,' it is he." 

** We are no more than the drivinsf spray which pfoes whither 
tlie winds list, lint in what hath the man offended that 
he finds so little favor with the Queen^s captain? lie has 
not had the boldness to propose a secret traffic with so loyal a 
gentleman !'' 

**Tis well, sir; you choose a happy occasion for this 
pleasantry. I lande<l to manifest the respect that I feel for this 
lady, and I care not if the world knows the object of the visit. 
Twas no sillv artifice that led me hither." 

m 

** Sp)ken with the frankness of a seaman P said the inexpli- 
cable dealer in contraliand, thou^rh his color lessened, and his 
voice appeared to hesitiite. " I admire this loyalty in roan 
to woman ; for as castom has so stroni^ly fettered them in 
the ex]>ression of their inclinations, it is due from us to leave as 
little doubt as possible of our inUMitions. It is difficult to think 
that la bolle Hnrberic c:m do wiser than to reward so much 
manlv admiration !" 

Tlie stranj^er cast a glance, which Alida fancied betrayed soli- 
dtude^ as he s]K>ke, at the maiden, and he appeared to expect 
she would reply. 

** When the time shall come for a decision," returned iho 
half-plea^MMJ and yet half-(>fT.Midt*d subject of his allanion, '^ it 
may lio nc<'ej»sary to call upon very different counsellors for 
advice. I hear the st4»p of my uncle. Captain Ludlow, I leave 
it to your discretion to meet him or not'* 
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The heavy footstep was approaching through the outer roomcs 
of the pa\'ilion. Ludlow hesitated ; cast a reproachful look at 
hill mistresH; then he instantly quitted the apartment by 
the place through which ho had entered. A noise in the 
shrubbery sufficiently proved that his return was expected, and 
that he vtstA closely watched. 

** Noah^s Ark, and our grandmothen T exclaimed Myndert, 
appearing at the door with a face red with his exertions. '* Yon 
have brought us the castroflf finery of our ancestors, Master Sea- 
drift Here are stui& of an age that is past, and they should be 
bartered for gold that hath been spent" 

•* What now ! what now !" responded the free-trader, whose 
tone and manner seemed to change at ^ill, in order to suit the 
humor of whomsoever he was broutrht to s|>eak with. " What 
now, pertinacious burgher, that thou shouldst cry down wares 
that are but too good for the^ distjint regions ! Many is the 
English duchess who pines to possess but the tithe of these 
beautiful stuffs I offer thy niec«% and faith — rare is the English 
duchess that would become them half so well !" 

" The girl is seemly, and thy velvets and brocades are passa- 
ble, but the heavv articles are not 6t to offer to a Mohawk 
Bachem. There must be a re<luction of prices, or the invoice 
cannot pass/* 

** The greater the pity. But if sail we mu^^t, sail we will ! 
The bngantine knows the channel over the Nantucket sands ; 
and mr life on it! the Yankees will find others than the 
Mohawks for chapmen.*' 

"Thou art as quick in thy notions, Master Seadrift, as 
the boat itself. Who said that a compromise might not be 
made when dlscitssion was prudently and fairly exhausted t 
Strike off the odd florins, leave the balance in round thousands, 
and thv trade is done for the season T 

" Not a stiver. Hero, count me back the faces of the Hrnganza ; 
throw enouc:h of thin ducats into the scales to make up the sum, 
ftod let thy slaves push inland with the articles, before the 
mommg light comes to tell the stoty. Here has been one 
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among cis, who may do mischief, if he will ; though I know not 
how for he is master of tho main s-^crc^t.*' 

Alderman Van Beverout stired a little wildly about him, 
adjusted his wig, like one fully conscious of the value of appear- 
ances in this world, and then cautioa«ily drew the curtains be- 
fore the windows. 

" I know of none more than common, my niece excepted," 
he said, when all these precautions liad been observed. ** Tw 
true, tlie Patroon of Kinderhook is in the house ; but as the man 
sleeps, he is a witness in our favor. We have the testimony 
of his presence, while his tongiie Is silent*' 

**\Vell, he it so," rejoined the free-trader, reading, in the 
imf>loring eyes of Alida, a petition that he would say no more. 
" I knew by inMinct there was one unusual, and it was not for 
mo to discover that he slee[)S. Tliere are dealers on the coast, 
who, for the sake of insurance, would charge his presence in their 
bilLs." 

" Say no more, worthy Master Seadrifl, and take the gold. 
To conf ss the truth, the goods are in the ])eriagua and fairly 
out of the river. I knew we should come to conchnions in the 
matter, and tim" is precious, a** there is a cniiser of the Queen 
so nigh. The roijues will pa*4s the f>ennant, like innocent market- 
peoj)le, and I'll risk a Flomi^h '^«'Ming acrainst a Virginia nair, 
that they inquire if tho Captain has no need of vegetables for 
his «oup ! Ah-ha-ha-ha ! That Ludlow is a simpleton, niece of 
mine, and he is not vet fit to deal ^^-ith men of mature vears. 
You'll think Wtter of his qualities, one day, and bid him be 
gone like an unwelcome dun." 

" I hope these proceedings may l>e leijally sanctioneil, uncle V* 

"Sanctioned ! Luck sanctions all. It Is in trade as in war : 
success gives character and booty in both. Your rich dealer is 
sure to l)e vour honost dealor. Plantations and Orders in Conn- 
cill \Miat are our rul'^rs doinir at home, that tliov need b** so 
vocifi'roU'* aU>nt a littlo contrabnnd ! Th*^ nvjrnos xvill d claim 
by the hour conconiing brilM»ry and corru[»tion, while more than 
half of them get their seats as clandestinely — aye, and as ille- 
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gdlj, as jon get these rare Mechlin laces. Should the Queeo 
take offence at our d(ialings, Master Scadrifl, bring me another 
season or two as profitable as the last, and Vl\ be your passen- 
ger to London, go on ^change, buy a seat in Parliament, and 
answer to the royal displeasure from my place, as they call it. 
]$y ihii resi)onsibility of the States General I but I should expect, 
in f^uch a case, to return Sir Myndert, and then the Manhuttanese 
might Ijear of a Lady Van Beverout, in which case, pretty Alida, 
thy assets would be sadly diminished I — so go to thy bed, child, 
and dream of fine laces, and rich velvets^, and duty to old uncles, 
and discretion, and all manner of agreeable things — kiss me, jade, 
and to thy pillow." 

Alida obeyed, and was preparing to quit the room, when the 
free-trader presenteil himself before her with an air at once so 
gallant and respectful, that she could scarce take offence at the 
freedom. 

** I should fail in gratitude," he said, ** were I to part from so 
generous a customer without thanks for her liberality. The 
hope of meeting^again will hasten my return." 

•* I know not that you are my debtor for these thank"*," re- 
turned Alida, though she saw that the Alderman was carefully 
collectin:; the contents of the bale, and that he ha<l already 
pLiced three or four of the most tomi)ti!i2j of its articles on her 
dn*ft*ing-table. ** We cannot b'* said to have barijainod." 

"I have parted with more than is visible to vuli^^r eyos," re- 
turned tlic strani^r, droppiiii^ his voice, and spoakinn^ with an 
earnestness tliat cau>^d his auditor to start. " Whether there 
will be a return for the g'.ft, or porha|»s I had bt^ter call it lo<s, — 
time and my star* mu-^t show I'' 

He then took her hand, and rjiisod it to his li|«, by an action 
so gnu'cful and so p'ntl\ as n >t to alarm th^ maid*Mi until the 
fny dora was di>ne. La b 'lit* llarborio rrdd n\ d t«) h »r fi>rrlir>ad, 
»^»m»d di*po*ioil to condemn tlr» libTty, fr«»wiied, sin I'd, and 
curt«*yini; in confusion, withdrew. 

Several niinuti^s passed in ]>rof )und sil mic \ after Alida had 
dirappeared. The stranger w:i3 thoughtful, though his bright 
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eye kindled, as if meny thoughts were uppermoAt : and he paced 
the rix)in, entirely heedless of the existence of the Aldermnn. 
Tlie latter, however, soon took occasion to remind his companion 
of his presence. 

" No fear of the girl's prating,'' exclaimed the Alderman, when 
his ta<ik was ended. *^ She is an excellent and dutiful niece ; and 
here, you see, is a balance on her side of the account, that would 
shut the mouth of the wife of the First Lord of the Treasury. 
I disliked the nmnn(T in which you would have the child intro- 
duced ; for, l(x>k you, I do not think that either Monsieur Bar- 
berie, or my late sister, would altogether approve of her entering 
into traffic so very young ; — btit what is done, is done ; and the 
Norman himsc^lf could not deny that I have made a fair set-off^ 
of very excellent commwlities, for his daught<*rV benefit — When 
dost mean to sail, MHster Seadrift ?" 

"With the morning tide. I little like the neighborhood 
of these meddling gunrda-costas." 

" B.ravely answered ! Prudence is a cardinal quality in h 
private trader; and it is a quality that I esteem in Master 
Skimmer, next to his punctuality. Dates and obligations ! I 
wi^h half of the firms, of three and four names, without counting 
the CWs, were as much to be de|>ended on. Dost not think it 
safer to repa'^s the inlet under favor of the darkness ?" 

** Tis im|M)ssible. The flood is entering it like water mshii^ 
through a race-way, and we have the wind at east But, fear 
not ; the brigantine carries no ^Tilirar freight, and your commerce 
has given ms a swe]»t hold. Tlie Queen and the Braganza, with 
IL^Uand ducats might show their feces even in Hhe Royal Ex- 
che<juer itself! We have no want of passes, and the Millers- 
Maid is just as giKKl a name to hail by as the * Water-witch.' 
We begin to tire of this constant running, and have half a mind 
to taste the pleasures of your Jersey s|K>rts for a week. There 
should l>e sh<K>tint; on the upper plains ?'* 

** Heaven forbid ! Heaven forbid ! Master Seadrift. — I bad 
all the deer taken for the ^kins, ten years ago ; and as to birds, 
they deserted us to a pigeon, when the last tribe of tlte aavaftep 
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went we^t of the Delaware. Thou hast discharged thy brigan- 
tine to better effect than thou couldst ever discharge thy fowl- 
ing-) tieccft. I hope tlie hoApitality of the Lust in llust is no 
problem — but, blu^hcft and curic^ity ! I could wish to keep a 
fnir countenance among my neighbors. Art sure the imperti- 
nent mafttA of the brigantine will not bo seen above the tree?*, 
when the day comes? This Captain Ludlow is no laggard 
when he thinks his duty actually concerned." 

** We shall endeavor to keep him quiet The cover of the 
tret's, and the berth of the boat, make all snug, as rcs|)octs his 
people. I leave worthy Tiller to settle balana^ Wtwecn as ; 
and so, I take my leave. Master Alderman — a word at parting. 
l>o« the Viscount Combury still tarry in the Provinces ?" 

^ Like a fixture. There is not a mercantile hoase in the 
eolony more firmly established.*' 

" There are unsettled affiiirs between us — A f mall premium 
would buv the obIis:ations ^ 

** lleavi*n keep thee, Master Seadrift, and pleasant voyages 
back and forth I As for the Viscount's responsibility — the 
Queen may trust him with another Province, but Myndert Van 
Beverout would not give him credit for the tail of a marten ; 
and so, i^i^in, Heaven preser^-e thee T' 

The dealer in contraband apj^eared to U\ir himself from the 
sight of all the little elegances that adorned the apartment of 
la belle Barberie, with reUictarice. His adieus to the Alderman 
were rather cavalier, for he still m.'untained a cold and abstracted 
air ; but as the other scarcely obsen'e<l tlu» forms of doconim, 
in his evident d*^ire to get rid of his jriie^t, the latter was finally 
oblig*»<l to depart He disappe.invl by tho low balcony, where 
he had entere<l. 

Wi'^n Mvndert Van Beverout wa^ alone, he slnit the win- 
dows of the pavilion of his niece, and r(»tir«'d to his own part of 
Uie dwelling. Here the thrifty burgher fir»t lui'.ied liim^lf in 
making sundry calculatioas with a ze:d that {>n)ve<l how much 
hit mind was engrossed by the occupation. After this preHmi* 
nary step, he gave a short but secret conference to the mariner 
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uf the India-shAwI, during nhich there was much clinliing of 
gold piccM. Itut wheu the Utter retired, the master of the 
villa first looked to the trifling sccuritiefl which were tbcB, M 
DOW, ohecned in the fastenings of an American countiy-houM ; 
TvhcD he walked forth upon the lawn, lilco one who felt the ne- 
cessity of breatliiog the open air. lie cnst more than one in- 
quiring glance at the windows of the room which was occupieil 
by Oloff VsD Staats, where all was happily silent ; at the equally 
immovable bri^ntine in the Cove ; aud at the more distant and 
Btill motionless hull of the cruiser of the crown. All around 
him was in the qiiicl of midnight Even the boat\ which he 
knew to be pljHng between the land and the little vessel at an- 
chor, were in\i8iblo; and ho rr-<>niercd his habitation, with the 
security one would be ajit to feci, under similar circumstances 
in a region so little tenanted, and bo little watched, aa that iu 
wliich be lived. 
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CHAPTEU XIL 

Tomr on, Nrri«vi ; I have mriirk In himl, 
Thm you, yet, know n«»l of. ** 

MKicnATT OF VimcK. 

NoTirrrusTAXDiKO the active movements which had taken 
I'lace in and around the buildiniTS of tlic Lnst in Hust, during 
the night iihich ended with our last chaj.ter, none but the ini- 
tintrd were in the smallest doCTce aware of their existence, 
Olotf Van Staats wojt early afoot ; and when he api)earcd on the 
hiwn, to !»cent the mornin<; air, there was nothing visible to 
give rise to a suspicion that ausfht extraordinary had occurred 
during his slumbers. La Cour des Fa*s was still clo^^t d, but the 
person of the faithful Francois was seen, near the ab<Kl.* of his 
young mistress, busied in some of those pretty little offices that 
can easily lye imagine d would be aijroeable to a maidin of her 
years and station. Van Stants of Kiiul'rhook had as little of 
romance in his comjv)sition a** could w<ll Im? in a youth of five- 
and-twentv, who was a>mmonlv thou-'ht to b*» cnaniond, and 
who was not altogether ignonint of the amveutional symj at hit's 
of the pas«*ion. The man was mortal, and as the j)ers<>nal at- 
tractioas of la IxUi* Harberie were suflioiiaitly (>b\i<»us lie had 
not entirely escapetl the fato, which s4m nis m'arly in<<»paraMe 
fn)m vounir fancv, \\\u n excited bv l)eautv. He dn'W nii:h to 
the j»avilion, nntl, by a cpiardid but dici^ive manannre, he 
manai;o<l to come so rlo«« to iho val t, as to ninbT a verbal 
ommunication not oulv nnttirnl, but n<':irlv una\oi«laM«\ 

« ■ 

**A fair niornini; and a ln^ilihfnl air, MiMwiMir Francois" 
eommenced the younij ratnM>u, aeknox^ledcnni? the low salute 
of the domestic, liy gravely hfting his own bea\er. ^ This is a 
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comfortable abode for the warm months, and one it might 
be well to visit oftener." 

*' When Monsieur le Patteron shall be de lor' of ce manor, 
au<^i, he shall coino when he shall have la volonte/' returned 
Fran9ois, who knew that a pleasantry of his ought not to 
be construed into an engagement on the part of her he served, 
while it could not fail to be amreeable to him who heard it 
*' Monsieur de Van Staats est grand proprietaire sur la ri\iere, 
and one day, |>eut-C*tre, ho shall be proprirtaire sur la mer r* 

^* I have thought of imiuting the example of the alderman, 
honest Francis, and of building a villa on the const ; but there 
will be time for that when I shall find myself more established 
in life ! Your young mistress is not yet moving, Francis T' 

** Ma foi, non — Mam'sellc Alide sleep ! — ^'tis good symptume, 
Monsieur PatU'ron, {)our les jeunes personncs, to tres bien sleep. 
Monsieur, et toute la famillc de Barberie sleep d mervoille ! 
Oui, c^est toujours uno famille remarquablc pour le sommeil V* 

" Yet one would wish to breathe this fre:*h and invijrorating 
air, which comes from off the sea, hke a balm in the early 
hours of the dav." 

^ Sans doute, Monsieur. Cest un miracle, how Mam'selle 
love de air! Peisonne do not love air more, as MamVUe 
Alide. Bah! — it was grand phusir to see how Monsieur de 
Barberie love de air !'* 

** I'erhaps, Mr. Francis, your young lady is ignorant of 
Uie hour. It might be well to knix'k at the d«>or, or perhaps at 
the window. I confess I should much admire to see her bright 
fiico smiling from that window on this soft morning scene." 

It is not probable that the imai^nation of the PatrooD 
of Kinderh(x>k ever before took so high a flight ; and there was 
r('a«>n to suHjxHa by the wavering an^l alarmed glance tltat 
he ca<^t anmnd him after so une<)uivocaI an expre<v«ion of weak* 
ne*w, that he already re|M«nted hi** t<nnerity. Francois who 
Would not willinifly di^^Oili^.^ a m^in that was known to po ss e w 
a hundred thou^nd acres of land, with manorial rights, besides 
penooaU of no mean amount, felt embarrassed by the requeat ; 
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but was enabled to reooUect in timo that the heircas was known 
to p068C8s a decision of character that might choose to control 
her own pleasures. 

^ Well, I shall be too happy to knock ; mais, Monsieur, sais 
dat sleep est si agreable pour lea jeunes personnes I On 
n*a jamais knock, dans la famille de Monsieur de Barberie, and 
je sub si^r que Mam'selle AHde do not love to hear do knock 
— l)Ottrtant, si Monsieur le Patteron le veut, I shall consult sea 
— Voilu ! Monsieur Bevre, qui vient sans knock k la fenfire. 
J ai rhonneur de vous laisser avec Monsieur nrerman." 

And so the complaisant but still considerate valet bowed him- 
self out of a dilemma, that he found, as he mutti>red to himself, 
while retiring, ** tant soit pen ennuyant" 

The air and manner of the alderman, as he approached hia 
gucstt, were like the character of the man, hale, hearty, and 
a htUe occupied with his own enjoyments and feelings. Ho 
hemmed thrice, ere he was near enough to spak ; and each of 
the strong expimUons seemed to invite the admiration of the 
Patroon, for the strength of his lungs, and for the purity of the 
atmosphere around a villa which acknowledged him for its 
owner. 

^ Zephyrs and Spas ! but this is the abode of health, Patroon f 
cried the burgher, as soon as these demonstrations of his own 
IxHlily condition had been sufficiently re[)eatod. " One some- 
times feeb in this air equal to holding a disrourse across the 
AtUnUc with hb friend** at Schevelinjj or the Ht'ider. A broad 
and deep chest air like this from the sea, with a cl^ar con- 
science and a lucky hit in the way of trad<>, cau-^' the lump of a 
man to play as easily and as )in{>erceptibly as the wings of 
A humming-bird. Ijoi me s<»e ; there are f«»w ft>ur-score mem in 
tliy stock. The la-^t Patroon closed tho books at sixty-six ; and 
hb fath^'r went but a littU* l>ovoii(l m^ventv. I w«>n<l^r then* lia.4 
novor lieen an int<»rmarri:i«'j> nmonir vou with t\\(* Van (\mrt- 
landu ; that blood is*a*( :r«H>d as an in<iurnnc<' to four-sxjre and 
ten of itself.** 

** I And the air of your vilk, Mr. Van Beverout, a cordial that 



140 THE WATER-WITCH. 

one conld wish to take often,'* returned the other, who lind fai 
less of the bnisqiio manner of tlie trader than his coini^anion. 
** It is a pity that all who have the choice do not profit bj their 
opportunities to breathe it" 

''You aUude to the lazy mariners in jon vessel! Her 
Majesty*s scr\'ant9 are seldom in a huny ; imd as for this brigan- 
tiue in the Cove, the fellow seems to have got in by magic I 
I warrant me, now, the rop^ue is there for no good, and that the 
Queen's Exchequer will be none the richer for his visit, llarkce, 
you Broin," calling to an aged black who was working at no 
great distance from the dwelling, and who was deep in his 
master's confidence, " hast seen any l)oats plying between yonder 
ro:jiiish-lookins: briinintine and the land ?" 

The nesTo tihook his head like the earthen imasfe of a man* 
darin, and Liuixhcd loud and heart 11 v. 

** I b'ricve he do nil he niisi^hii f among a Yankee, an* he 
only come here to take he breat'," said the wily slave. " Well, 
I wish wid all a heart dere would come free-trader some time 
along our shore. Dat gib a chance to poor black man to make 
an honest i)enny I** 

^ You see, l^itroon, human nature itv If rises against mono- 
poly ! That was the voice of instinct sjK'aking with the tongue 
of Drom ; and it is no easy tank for a merchant to keep his 
dependants ob( diont to laws which in tliom'^elvos create so con- 
stant a temptation to break them. AVcll, well ; we will always 
ho|)e for the Ix^-t, and endra>'or to act like dutiful subjects 
The boat is not amiss as to form and rig, let her come from 
whero she will. Dost tliink the wind will be off tlie hind tliia 
morning ?** 

*• There are sit^s of a chancre in the cloud*. One could wish 
tliat all should be out in Uie air to ta^te this pleasant sea-bn-eza 
whllo it laM-*." 

**Com.», o jm*'," cri 'd th"? alderman, who ha«l for a moment 
studicnl the }»tite of th^ In nvens with a solieitude that he feared 
mii^ht attract lii-^ c ompatii.)!!'* att'jntion. "We will taste our 
lireakfast This is the s|)ot to show the use of teetli I The 
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n^^roes have not been idle during the night, Mr. Van Staats — 
be-e-<.'in — I say, sir, they have not been idle : — and wo shall 
have a choice among the dainties of the river and bay. That 
cloud above the mouth of the Karitau appears to rise, and 
we may yet liave a breeze at west !*' 

•* Yonder comes a boat in the direction of the city," observed 
the other, reluctantly obeying a motion of the alderman to retire 
to the apartment Avhere they were accustomed to break tlieir 
Cists. ^ To me it seems to approach witli more Uian ordinary 
»])Ced.'' 

*^ There are stout arms at it» oars ! Can it bo a messencrer 
for the cruiser ? no — it rather steers more for our own landin^;. 
These Je«oy-men are often overtaken by the night, between 
York and their own doore. And now, Patroon, we will to our 
knivcA and fork.**, like men who have Uiken the be^t stomachics." 

•* And are wo to refresh ourselves alone ?" demandi*d the 
young man, who ever and anon cast a sidelong an<l wistful 
glance at the closed and immovable shutters of la Cour des 
Ft'os. 

•* Thy mother hath six)ilt thee, )'ouiig Oloff ; unless the coffee 
comes from a pretty female hand, it loses its savor. I take thy 
m?aning, and think none the worse o( the<» ; for the weakness is 
natural at thy years. CVHbacy and indt^jM ndoiice ! A man 
ma^t get beyond forty, ly-fore he is ever sure of 1mm ng his own 
master. Come hither, Maxtor Francis. It is time my nieco 
liad shaken off this laziness, and shown her bright fioe to the 
sun. We wait for her fair s<»rvic('s at tlic tjiMo. — I see nothing 
of that lazy hu^y, Dinah, any more than of ]\or mlstrrvi." 

** A'ssur 'nient non. Monsieur,*' retunvMl th'» \:\\vU ** MamWlle 
LHnali do not love trop d*aetivit<\ Mais, Mo!isi»ur AlVnnan, 
dies sont jeunes, toutes les deux ! Lo SAMunioil t»s»t bien 8:du- 
taire | our Li jeune>«o." 

**The girl is no longor in her cradl«\ Fnuiois, and it is time 
to rattle at the windows. As for th" Mack minx, who should 
have been up and at her duty this hour, there will be a Unlnnoe 
tn settle l^iwoon ua. Come, Patroon : — the appetite will nol 
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await the laziness of a wilful girl; we will to the tabic — 
Do^t think the wind will stand at west this morning ?'* 

Thus saying, the Alderman led the way into the little parlor, 
where a neat and o^rafortable service invited them to break 
their morning fast lie was followed by Oloff Van Staats witk 
a Hngering step, for the young man really longed to see the 
windows of tlie pavilion open, and the fair face of AHda smiling 
amid the other beautiful objects of the scene. Francois pro- 
ceeded to take such measures to arouse his mistress, as he be- 
lieved to comport with his duty to her uncle, and his ovm ideas 
of biens^ance. After some little delay, the Alderman and his 
guest took their seats at the table ; the former loudly protesting 
against the necessity of waiting for tlie idle, and throwing in an 
occasional moral concerning the particuUr merit of punctuality 
in domestic economy, as well as in the affiiirs of commerce. 

'* The ancients divided time,*^ said the somewhat pertinacious 
commentator, *^ into years, months, weeks, days, hours, minutes^ 
and moments, as they divided numbers into units, tens, hundreds, 
thousands, and tens of thousands ; and both with an object If 
we commence at the bottom, and employ well the momenta, 
Mr. Van Staats, w^e turn the minutes into tens, the hours into 
hundreds, and the weeks and months into thousands — ^aye ! and 
when thero is a happy state of trade, into tens of thousands ! 
Missing an huur, therefore, is somewhat like dropping an impor- 
tant figure in a complex calculation, and the whole labor may 
be otelcss, ftir want of f>unctuality in one, as for want of accu- 
racy in the other. Your father, the late Patroon, was what may 
be called a minute-man. — He was as oertiun to be seen in his 
pew, at church, at the stroke of tho clock, as to pay a bill when 
iU items had l)oon pro|>erly examined. Ah ! it was a blessing 
to hold one of his notes, though they were far scarcer than 
broad pioci^s or bullion. I have heard it said, Patroon, that 
the manor is bnckiKl by plenty of Johannes and Dutch ducats !** 

^The descendant has no reason to reproach his nnoestoiB 
with want of furpsight^' 

^ Prudently answerpd ; — ^not a word too mnoh nor too liUle 
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priDcipIo on whidi all honest men settle their accounts. By 
pnjper management, such a foundation might bs made to up- 
hold an estate that should count thousands with the best of 
HolUnd or Enghind. Growth and majority ! Patroon ; but we 
of the colonies must come to man^s estate in time, like our cou- 
•ins on the dykes of the Low Countries, or our rulers among the 
smithies of England. — £ra<^mus, look at that cloud over the 
Raritan, and tell me if it rises.'* 

The negro re[K>rted that the vapor was stationary ; and, at 
the same time, by way of episode, he told his master that the 
boat which had been seen approaching the land had reached 
the wharf, and that some of it» crew were ascending the hill 
towards the Lust in Rust. 

" Let them come of all hospitality,** returned the iVlderman, 
heartily ; ^ I warrant me, they are honest farmers from the inte- 
rior, a-hungered with the toil of the night Go tell the cook 
to food them with the best, and bid them welcome. And 
harkce^ boy ; — if there be among them any comfortable ye<>man, 
bid the man enter and sit at our table. This is not a country, 
Patroon, to be nice about the quality of the cloth a man has 
on his back, or vhether he wears a wig or only his own hair. — 
What is the fellow gaping at ?*' 

Erasmas nibbed his eyes, and then showing his teeth to the 
fall extent of a double row, that glittrred like iH'arls, he s^ve 
his master to understand, that the negro, introduced to the 
reader under the name of Euclid, and who w:ts cert^unlv his 
own brother of the luilf-blood, or by the mt)tlier's side, was 
entering the villa. The intelligence caused a sudd<'n ci'ssalion 
of the masticating process in the Aldennan, who ha<l not, how* 
e^er, time to express his wonder ere two dtH>r» sinmltanemwly 
c'i»enod,aod Francois presented him<^']f at t]i<M»iu\ ^\liil(» the 
•hining and doubting face of the slave fn)m town darkened the 
other. The eyes of Myndert rolled first to this side, then to 
tiiat, a certain misgiving of the heart pn^ venting him from 
tpeaktng to cither ; for he saw, in tlie disturlx^d featun<s of each, 
oaMm that bade him prepare himself for unwelcome tidin({s. 
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The reader will perceive, bj tbc description we shall give, that 
there was abundant reason for the sagacious burgher's alarm. 

The visage of the valet, at all times meagre and long, seemed 
extended to far more than its itsual dimensions, the under jaw 
appearing f^illen and treblv attenuated. The light-blue protrud- 
ing eyes were ojKfn to the utmost, and they expressed a certain 
confused wildness, that was none the loss striking for the painful 
expres^Mon of mi^ntal suffering with which it was mingled* 
Both hands were raised, with the palms outward ; while the 
shoulders of the ])oor fellow were elevated so high, as entirely to 
destroy the little symmetry that nature liad bestowed on that 
particular part of his frame. 

On tlie other hand, the lo<:)k of the negro was guilty, dogged, 
and cunning. His eye leered askance, seeming to wish to play 
around the ])erson of his master, as it will be seen his language 
endeavond to pLny around his understanding. The hands 
crushed the crown of a woollen hat l)etwcen their fingers, and 
one of hw feet described semlcircks with its toe, by ]ierformiug 
nenoiw evolutions on its heel. 

" Well I" ejaculated Myndert, regarding each in turn. "What 
nei»s from the Canadas? — Is the Queen dead, or has Uic 
re»tored the colonv to thn United Provinces ?" 

"Mam'sM'Ue Alide !" exclaimed, or rathor groaned, FnuK^oia. 

** The poor dumb hosi^i I — " mutt'^n d Euclid. 

Tlie knivts and the forks ft- 11 from the hands of Myndert and 
his gii^t, :us it wore by a siniultan;»ous paralysis. Tlie latter 
involuntiirily aro<e ; wh'.lv* the former planted his solid |)erJK>n 
tttill more finnly in its scat, like on-^ who w:is pn«paring to meet 
some severe and expcctrd ^lux.*k with all the phyMcai resolutioo 
he could muster. 

** Wliat of my niece ? — What of my geldings ? — ^You have 
callotl ujon I>inah ?" 

^ S;uis doiite, MouMeur T 

" — Ami vou koi^t the k<»vs of the stable!" 
« I • 

** I m-blK'r l*t him go at all T 

^ — ^Aod you bode her call her mislroKs T 
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** She no make answair, du tout." 

** — The animals were fed and watered, as I ordered P* 

•* 'Era nebber take he food better !" 

** — ^You entered the chamber of my niece, yourself to awake 
her?** 

^ Monsieur a raidon.^' 

** What the devil has befallen the innocent ?" 

** He lose he stomach quite, and I t'ink it great time 'fore it 
ebber come back/' 

^ Mister Francis, I desire to know the answer of Monsieur 
Barbcrie's daughter." 

** Mam*selle no repond, Monsieur ; pas un syllable V* 

M — Drenchers and fleams! The beauty should have been 
drenched and blooded — ^ 

** Uem'm too late for dat, Massor, on honor." 

" — The obstinate hussy ! This conies of her Huguenot 
breed, a race that would quit house and binds rather than 
change its [>lace of worship !" 

^La iamiUe de Barb^rie est honorable, Monsieur, mais le 
Grand Monarque fut un pen trop exig6ant. Vraimcnt, la 
dnigonade 6tait mal avis6e, i>our faire dos chr6tiens !" 

** Apoplexies and hurry I you should have sent for the farrier 
to administer to the sufferer, thou black hound P 

** '£m go for a butcher, Masser, to save he skin, for he war' 
too soon dead." 

The word dead produced a sudden pause. The preceding 
dialogue had been so rapid, and question and answer, no loss 
than the ideas of the principal speaker, had got so confused, 
that, for a moment, he was actually at a loss to understand, 
whetlier the last great debt of nature had been paid by la belle 
Barb^rie or one of the Flemish geldings. Until now, conster- 
nation, as well as the confusion of the inten iow, had constrained 
the Patroon to be silent, but he profited by the breathing-time 
to interpose. 

"It is evident, Mr. Van Bevorout," he said, sj^eaking with a 
tivmor in the voice i^hich betrayed his own uneasiness, ^ tliat 

7 
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some untoward event has occurred. Perhafja the ne^o and I 
had better retire, that you may question FraDcu» concerning that 
which hath befallen Mademoiselle Barberie, more at your lei- 
sure." 

The Alderman was recalled from a profound stupor, by this 
gcntlemanhke and considerate propo^L lie bowed his acknow* 
ledgments, and permitted Mr. Van Staats to quit the room ; 
when Eudid would have followed, he signed to the negro 
to remain. 

^ I may have occasion to question thee further,^ he said, in a 
voice that had loAt mot^t of that compass and depth for which it 
was so remarkable. ^ Stand there, sirrah, and be in readiness 
to answer. And now, Mr. Francis, I desire to know why my 
niece d('clin<'s taking breakf:ist with myself and my guest ?" 

*'Mon Dieu, Monsieur, it is not |xx«siblo y repondre. Lea 
sefttiments des demoiselles are nevair decidr^s P 

^Mvo then, and say to her, that my sentiments are deci<led to 
curtail certjiin bequ'jsts and devises, which have consulted her 
interests more than strict jastice to others of my blood, aye, and 
even of my name, might dictate.'' 

^ Monsieur y r^*fl6cliira. Mam'sellc Alide be so young per- 
tionne !" 

^Old or young, my mind is made up ; and so to your Cour 
des F6os, and tell the lazy minx as much. — ^Thou hast ridden 
that innocent, tliou scowling imp of darkness !" 

** Mais, i)ensez-y, je vous en prie, Monsieur. Ma'roselle shall 
nevair se sauver encore ; jamais, je vous en repond." 

** What is the fellow jabbering about f" exchuroed the Alder* 
man, whc«e mouth fell nearly to the degree that rendered the 
countenance of tlie valet so singularly expressive of distress. 
** Where is mv niece. Sir ? — and what means thb allusion to 
her absence !" 

** La fille de Monsieur do Barberie n*y est pas !" cried Frao9oia» 
whose heart was too full to utu*r mor(«. The aged and nfiection- 
ate domestic laid his hand on his brea*^t, with an air of acute 
•oiTeriog ; then, remembering the presence of his superior, h* 
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turned, bowed with a manner of ]>rofuund condolence, struggled 
manfully with hw own emotion, and succeeded in getting out of 
the room with dignitj and fiteadinesA. 

It lA due to the character of Alderman Van Beverout, to say, 
that the blow occasioned by the sudden death of the Flemish 
gelding lost some of its force, in consequence of so unlooked-for 
a report concerning the inexplicable absence of his niece. Euclid 
was questioned, menaced, and even anathematized, more than 
once, during the next ten minutes ; but the cunnini^ sbve suc- 
ceeded in confounding him^lf so effectually with the rest of his 
connexions of the half-blood, during the search which instantly 
ftiUowed the re}>ort of Francois, that his crime w:is partially 
foi^^tten. 

On entering la Cour dos Fees, it was, in truth, found to want 
her who^e beauty and grace had lent its chief attraction. T!ie 
outer rooms, which were small, and ordinarily occupied during 
the day by Francois and tlie negn^'^s called IHnah, and in the 
night by the latter only, were in the state in which they might 
be expected to be seen. The apartment <>f the attendant furnished 
evidence that its occupant had quitted it in hante, though thi*ro 
was every appearance of her having n'tired to rest at the usual 
hour. Cloth<»s were scattered carelessly alx)ut ; and thou<rh 
mc6t of her perM>nal effects had dly4pj>eared, enough remained 
to prove that her de{)arture had be<>n hurried and unforeseon. 

On the other hand, the little saloon, and the dressing-r(K>m 
and bed-room of la Ixlle BarR'rie, were in a state of the most 
studied arrangement Not an article of furniture was di-^placod, 
a door ajar, or a window o])on. Tlie pa>ilion had evidi^ntly 
been quitti*d by its ordinary pa^saire, and the d«H>r had bivn 
closed in tlie customary manner, without UNing the fastenings. 
Tlie Wd had evidently not be^^n entered, for the linen was smooth 
and unt<»uclu'd. In short, so ct>ni}>h'te wjis the onler of the 
place, tliat, yielding to a {lowerful natund feeling, the Alderman 
called aloud on his truant niece, by name, as if he ex|>ected to 
•ee her ap{)ear from some place, in whirh she had secn^t^Hl her 
penon, in idle sport But this touching ex{)edient i»ns vain. 
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The voice sounded hollow through the deserted rooms; and 
though all waited long to listen, there came no playful or lau^ 
ing answer back. 

'^Alida!" cried the burgher, for the fourth and last time, 
'< came forth, child; I fotgive thee thy idle sport, and all I have 
said of disinheritance was but a jest Come forth, my sister's 
daughter, and kiss thy old unde 1" 

The Patroon turned aside, as he heard a man so known for 
his worldliness 3rielding to the power of nature ; and the lord 
of a hundred thousand acres forgot his own disappointment, in 
the force of sympathy. 

^ Let us retire," he said, gently urging the buigher to quit 
the place. " A httle reflection will enable us to decide what 
should be done.*' 

The Alderman complied. Before quitting the place, however, 
its closets and drawers were examined ; and the search left no 
further doubts of the step which the young heiress had taken. 
Her clothes, books, utensils for drawing, and even the hgLter 
instroments of music, had disappeared. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

**— Aye, that wmf goet lb* game. 
Now I peraelTe tbMt tlie hmth o»de cQai|M« 
ttetweea nor ■tolo fea ** 

MtoeoMMBK KiGoilB Dbbaii* 

Tbb tide of existence floats downward, and with it go, in their 
fCreatesi strength, all those affections that unite families and 
kindred. We Icam to know onr parents in the fulness of their 
reason, and commonly in the perfection of their bodily strength. 
Reverence and respoct both mingle with our love ; but the 
afiection with which we watch the helplessness of in£incy, the 
interest with which we see the ingenuous and young pro6ting 
by our care, the pride of improvement, and the magic of hope, 
create an intensity of sympathy in their £&vor, that almost equab 
the identity of self-love. Tliere is a mysterious and double 
exi<itence, in the tie that binds the parent to the child. With a 
▼ohtion and passions of its own, Uie latter has power to plant a 
sting in the bosom of the former, that shall wound as acutely as 
the erron which arise from mistakes, almost from crimes, of 
its own. But, when the misconduct of the descendant can bo 
traced to neglect, or to a vicious instruction, then, indeed, even 
the pang of a wounded conscience may be added to the suffer* 
ing% of those who have gone before. Such, in some measure, 
was the nature of the pain that Alderman Van Beverout was 
condemned to feel, when at lebure to reflect on tlie ill-judged 
lueasure that had been taken by la belle Barb^'rie. 

** She was a pleasant and coaxing minx, Patroon,** said the 
borjg^er, pacing the room they occupied with a quick and 
heavy step, and speaking unconsciously of \m nioce, as of one 
already beyond the interests of fife; ^and as wilful and head- 



150 THE WATER-WIT CU. 

Strong as an unbroken oolt — Thou hard-riding imp! I shsD 
never find a match for the poor disconsolate survivor. — But the 
girl had a tliousand agreeable and delightful ways with her, that 
made her the delight of mj old days. 8he has not done wisely, 
to desert the friend and guardian of her youth, aye, even of her 
childhood, in order to seek protection from strangers. This is 
an unhappy world, Mr. Van Staatfi. All our calculations come 
to naught ; and it is in the power of fortune to reverse the most 
reasonable and wisest of our expectations. A gale of wind drives 
the richly freighted ship to the bottom ; a sudden (all in the 
market robs us of our gold, as the November wind strips the oak 
of its leaves ; and bankruptcies and decayed credit often afflict 
the days of the oldest houses, as disease saps the strength of the 
body ; — Alida ! Alida ! thou hast wounded one that never 
harmed thee, and rendered my age miserable I" 

" It is vain to contend with the inclinatioa*»," returned the 
proprietor of the m<«inor, sighing in a manner that did no dis- 
credit to the sinc<»rity of his remark. •* I could have been happy 
to have placed your niece in the situation that my respected 
mother filled with so much dignity and credit, but it is now too 
Lite " 

•* We don't know that ; — we don't know that," interrupted 
the Alderman, who still clung to the ho[>e of effecting the first 
great wish of his heart, with the pertinacity with which he would 
have clung to the terms of any other fortunate bargain. ** We 
should never despair, Mr. Van Staats, as long as the transaction 
is left ojion." 

** Tlie manner in which Mademoiselle Barbaric has expressed 
her preference, is so very decided, that I see no hope of complet* 
ing the arrangement." 

"Mere c<>iuetry. Sir, mere coquetry I The girl has ^sap- 
peared in onler to enhance the value of her future submission. 
One should never regard a treaty at an end, so long as Treasonable 
hoi>os remain that it may be productive to the parties." 

** I ff^ar, Sir, thore is more of the coquette in this step of ihe 
young lady, than a gentleman can overlook,*' returned the 
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Patroon a little drily, and with far more point than ho was 
aocufttoroed to use. ^ If the commander of Iler Majesty's cruiser 
lie not a happy man, he will not have occasion to reproach hm 
mistress with disdain V* 

^* I am not certain, Mr. Van Staats, that in the actual situation 
of our stipulations, I ou^ht to overlook an innuendo that seems 
to reflect on the discretion of my ward. Captain Ludlow 
well, sirrali! what is the meaning of this imi^rtinence ?" 

" Ile'm waiting to see Manser," returned the gaping Erasmus, 
who stood with the door in his hand, admiring the secret 
intelligence of his master, who had so readily anticipated his 
errand. 

" Who is waiting f — ^What does the simpleton mean !*' 

" I mean a gentle*um Masj^?r say.'' 

**The fortunate man is here to remind us of hb success,** 
haughtily oLsened Vim Staats of Kinderhook. ** There can he 
no necessity for my presence at an inter\iew between Alderman 
Van l^verout and his nephew.'' 

The justly mortified Tatroon bowed ceremoniously to the 
equally disappointed bui^her, and U'ft the room tlie moment ho 
had done sjieaking. The negro took his retreat as a favorablo 
snnptom for ono who was gonenilly known to be his ri\al ; and 
he hastened to inform the young captain that the c^Kist was 
dear. 

The meeting that succeeded was suffioiontlv coast rained and 
awkward. Alderman Van lievenmt av^umed a manner of 
ofl'endod authority and woumled atVtolion; while the oftia»r of 
the Qu<H,'n wore an air of comjH*ll«'d submission to a duty that 
he found to be disagreeable. The introduction of the discoun^o 
was consequently ceremonious and punctiliously uWrvant of 
ooorte^v. 

** It has become my office," ct»ntinucd Liullow, aA«'r the pre- 
firoinaries had been ol»*<»rved, ** to evpnss the surprise I fiM'l, that 
a *'css4»l of the exc<»edingly e«iui\tH.*al apjK^aniiuv of the biiiran- 
tioe, lliat Is anchored in tlie Cove, shoul<] be found in a <iit nation 
to create unpleasant suspicions concerning the commercial pro- 
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priety of a merchant so well known as Mr. Alderman Von 
BcverouC* 

'^ The credit of Myndert Van Bevcrout is too well established. 
Captain Cornelius Ludlow, to be affected bj the accidental 
position of ships and bap. I see two vessels anchored near the 
Lust in Rust, and if called upon to give mj testimony before the 
Queen in Council, I should dccUre that the one which wean her 
royal pennant had done more wrong to her subjecta than the 
stranger. But what harm is known of the hitter V^ 

^ I shall not conceal any of the £icts ; for I feel that this is a 
ease in which a gentleman of your station has the fullest right 
to the benefit of explanations " 

^ Hem — ^ interrupted the burgher, who disliked the manner 
in which his companion had opened the interview, and who 
thought he saw the conunencement of a forced compromise 
in the turn it was taking. *' Ilcm — I commend your modera- 
tion, Captain Ludlow. Sir, we are flattered in hanng a native 
of tlie Province in so honorable a command on the coast 
Be seated, I pray you, young gentleman, that we may convene 
more at leisure. The Ludlows are an ancient and well esta- 
blished fiimily in the colonies ; and though they were no friends 
of King Charles, why — we have others here in the same pn>di- 
cament Tliore are few crowns in Europe that might not trace 
some of their dL<<x>ntonted subjects to thcso c«>lonies ; and 
the greater the reason, say I, why we should not be too hasty in 
giving faith to the wisdom of this £uro]H'an legislation. I do 
not pretend, sir, to admire all the commercial regulations which 
flow from the wisdom of Her Majesty's counsellors. Candor 
forbids that I should deny tliis truth : but — what of the brigan- 
tine in the Cove P 

^ It is not nKvxsary to toll one so familiar with the affaini of 
coromercp, of the character of a vt^scl called the Water- Witch, 
nor that of its lawless commander, the notorious * Skimmer 
of the Seas/ " 

"Captain Ludlow is not about to accuse Alderman Van 
Uevcrout of a connexion with such a nuui !** exclaimed the 
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burgher, rising as it were involuntarily, and actually recoiling a 
ftiot or two, apparently under the force of indignation and sur- 
prise. 

** Sir, I am not commissioned to accuse any of the Queen's 
subjects. My duty is to guard her interests on the water, to 
oppose her open enemies, and to uphold her royal prerogatives.** 

** An honorable employment^ and one I doubt not that is 
honorably discharged. Resume your seat, »ir ; for I foresee that 
the conference is likely to end as it should, between a son of 
the late very respectable King's counsellor and his father's 
(nend. You have reason then for thinking that this brigantine 
which has so suddenly appeared in the Cove, has some remote 
connexion with the * Skimmer of the Sons ?* " 

** I believe the vessel to be the fiimous Water-Witch itself^ 
and her commander to be, of course, the well known adven* 
turer.** 

** Well, sir — well, sir — this may be so. It is impossible for 
me to deny it — but what should such a reprobate be doing 
here, under the guns of a Queen's cnusor ?" 

** Mr. Alderman, my admiration of your niece is not unknown 
toyou.** 

** I have suspected it, sir," returned the bui^her, who believed 
the tenor of the compromise wns g^Hting clearer, but who still 
waited to know the exact value of the conc&vsions the other 
party would make, before he closed a hnn^ain in a hurry, 
of which he might repent at his leisure. ^ IniK'od, it ha<« even 
been the subject of some discour^ between U!«.*' 

**This admiration induced me to smt your rilhi the past 
night, "" 

^ This is a &ct too well established, young gontleman.*' 

** Whence I took away ** Ludluw hesitated, as if anxious 

to select his wonls — 

•* AUda Barb^rie." 

"Alid*Barberier 

•* Aye, sir ; my niece, or perhaps I should say my heiress, as 
wen M the heiress of old Etienne de BarU-rie. Tlie crui^» was 

1* 
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short, Captain Cornelias Ludlow ; but the prize-inoroy will be 
amplt* — unless, indeed, a claim to neutral i>rivilcges should be 
esUiblished in favor of part of the ciirj^o I" 

" Sir, your pleasantry \^ amusinor, but I have little leisure for 
ilA enjoyment That I visited the Cour dea Fees shall not 
be denied. I think la Wile Barberie \sill not be offended, under 
tlio circumstjinces, with this acknowledgment" 

'* If she is, the j:idc has a rare si|ueamishness, after what has 
)>assed T' 

" I pretend not to judije of more than my duty. The d( aire 
to serve my royal mistress had iiuluced me, Mr. Van Bevenmt, 
to cause a seaman of odd attire and audacious deportment 
to enter the Coquette. You will know the man when I tcU 
you that he was your companion in tlic island feny-boat*' 

** Yes, yes, I confess there was a mariner of the long voyage 
there, who caused much surprise, and some uneasiness to myself 
and niece, as well as to Van Staats of Kinderhook." 

Ludlow smiled like one not to be deceived, as he continued. 

** Well, sir, this man so far succeeded as to tempt me to 
Buffer him to land under the obligation of some half-extorted 
promlne — we came into the river together, and entered your 
grounds in comjMiny." 

Alderman Van l^»verout now began to listen like a man who 
dreaded, while he desired to catch each syllable. OlHer>'ing 
that Ludlow paused, and watched his countenance with a cool 
and steady eve, he recovered his self-command, and affected 
a mere ordinary curiosity, ^hile he sijjned to him to proc«»ed. 

** I am not sure I tell Alderman Van lV»verout anything that 
» new," resumed the young officer, " when I adtl, that the fel- 
low suffered me to visit the pavilion, and then contrived to lead 
me into an ambush of lawless men, having previoa^ly succeeded 
in makini; captives of my lK)at's crew." 

" S<'izures and wamuits I" exclaimed the burgher, in his 
luitural strong and ha<ty manner of s]K>akinu:. ^ This is tlie 
first I have heard of the affair. It was iU-judged, to call it by 
no other term." 
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Ludlow seemed relieved when he saw bv the undisiTuised 
amazement of hU companion tlmt the hittor wa^, in truth, 
ignorant of the manner in which he had l>een detained. 

** It might not have been, sir, had our watch l>een as vigilant 
as their artifice was deep," he continued. **But I was httle 
guarded, and having no means to reach my Rhip, I " 

** Aye, aye, Captain Ludlow ; it is not nece^j^ary to be so 
circumstantial ; you proce<>ded to the wharf, and '* 

** Perhaps, sir, I obeyed my fe»liriirs rather than my duty," 
obser\*ed Ludlow, coloring high, wh<*n he perc<*iv«'d that the 
burgher paused to clear his throat. ** I returned to the pavilion, 
where " 

•* You persuaded a niece to forget her duty to her uncle and 
protector.** 

"This is a harsh and most unjustifiable charijc, b<jth as 
r«»pects the young la<ly an<l myj^^'lf. I cijn distiii^ui».h lietween 
a very natural de^in* to jK>ss«*sft articles of commerco that an? 
denied by the laws, and a more d<*liU»rat*' and mercenary j)l<>t 
against the revenue of the countr}'. I IxTu've tht»re are few of 
her years and sex who would nfu^e in purchase the articles 
I saw pri'sonted to the ey«»s of la Ivlle Fiarberie, esjM-cially 
when the utmo«t hazanl <h>uM Ih» no more than tln-ir loss 
as thev were alreadv intrcHluoid into th«' countrv.'' 

*• A ju-^t discrimination, and one lik«ly to n'nd*»r the arrange- 
ment of our httle affairs lev* dilliciilt ! I w.is sure that mv old 
fri«»nd the couns»*llor woul<l not hav** l«'ft a son of his iixnorant 
of princijjles, mon» esp«*cially as h«» was alwjut to embark in 
a proft-^-^ion of so much ri»fi|»on*«iliility. And so my ni^^ce 
had the imprudt^m-e to entertain a dral^T in contniban*! r 

"Alderman Van IVvrrotit, tluTo \\i're lH>ats in motion 
on the water l)ctwtMn this landifii; and tin* bri^antine in 
the Cove. A p<'riat;ua even left the river for th«* city, at 
Ihe extraordinary* hour i)f midnight !*' 

"Sir, boats \*ill move on the wat«T, when the hands of man 
let them in motion ; but wLat have I to answer fi»r in the 
matter? If goods have entered tho Province without lio>as«. 
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whj, they must be found and condemned^, and if frct^tradera 
are on tho coast, tliej should be caught Would it not be well 
to proceed to town, and laj the fact of this strange brigantiue^a 
presence before the Governor, without delay V 

^ I have other intentions. If^ as you say, goods have gone 
op the bay, ;t is too late for me to stop them ; but it is not too 
late to attempt to seize yon brigantine. Now, I would perform 
this duty in a manner as little likely to offend any of reputable 
name, as my allegiance will admit'^ 

** Sir, I extol this discretion — not that there is any testimony 
to implicate more than the crew, but credit is a delicate flower^ 
and it should be handled tenderly. I see an o|>ening for an 
arrangement — but« we will, as in duty bound, hear your propo- 
sitiona first, since you may be said to speak with the authority 
of the Queen. I will merely surmise that terms should be 
moderate, between friends; — ^perhaps I should say, between 
connexions, Captain Ludlow.** 

^ I am flattered by the word. Sir,** returned tlic young sailor, 
smiling with an expression of delight ** First suffer me to be 
admitted to the charming Cour des Fees but for a moment** 

" That is a favor which can hardly be refused you, who may 
be said to have a right, now, to enter the pavilion at pleasure,** 
returned the Alderman, unhesitatingly leading the way through 
the long pa<«sage to the d^'Si'rted a|)artments of his niece, and 
continuing the blind allusions to the affairs of the preceding 
night in the same indirect manner as had distinguished the 
dialogue during the whole interview. ^' I shall not be unreason- 
able, young gf*ntleman, and here is the pan lion of my niece ; I 
wish I could ad<l, and here also is its mistn*ss r* 

** And is la l>elle BarWrie no longer a tenant of la (our des 
F^es,** demanded Ludlow, in a surprise too natural to be feigned. 

Alderman Van Beverout regarde<l the young man in wonder ; 
pondenMl a moment to consider how far denying a knowledge 
of the abKenco of his nitnv might benefit the officer, in the 
p(*nding negotiations ; and he drily observed, ** 1V>ats passed on 
the water, during the night If the men of Captain Ludlow 
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were at first imprisoned, I presume they were set at libertj at 
the proper time." 

** Thej are carried I know not whither — the boat itself is 
gone, and I am here alone." 

^ Am I to understand, Captain Ludlow, tiiat Alida i3aib6rie 
has not fled my house, during the past night, to seek a refuge 
in your ship f 

^ Fled !" echoed the young man, in a voice of horror. *^ Has 
Alida de Barbene fled from the house of her uncle at all T 

^ Captain Ludlow, this is not acting. On tlie honor of a 
gentleman, are you ignorant of my niece*s absence ?" 

The young commander did not answer; but, striking his 
head fiercely, he smothered words that were unintcDi^bie to 
hia companion. When this momentary burst of foeling was 
past, he sank into a chair, and gazed about him in stupid 
amazement All this pantomime was inexplicable to the Alder- 
man, who, however, began to see that more of the conditions of 
the arrangement in hand were beyond the control of his com< 
panion t^n he had at first believed. Still the plot thickened, 
rather than grew clear; and he was afraid to speak, lest he 
might utter more than wa^ prudent The silence, therefore, 
continued for quite a minute ; during which time, the parties 
sat gazing at each other in dull wonder. 

** I shall not deny. Captain Ludlow, that I believed you had 
prevailed on my niece to fly alnx-ml the Coquette ; for, though 
a man who has always kept his feelins^s in his own command, 
as the safest manner of managing particular interests, yet I am 
not to learn that rash youth is oft<*n guilty of folly. I am now 
equally at a loss with yourself to know what has become of her, 
since here she is not" 

*'IIoldr eagerly interrupted Ludlow. **A boat left your 
wharf, for the city, in the earlier hours of the morning. Is it 
not pu^ible that she may have taken a pass:i::fe in it P 

" It l« not possible. I have reasons to know — in short. Sir, 
she is not there." 

** Then is the unfortunate — the lovely — the indiscreet girl for 
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ever IcMt to herself and us !^* exclaimed the young sailor, groan- 
ing under his mental agonv. ^* Rash, mercenary man I to what 
an act of madness has tliis thirst of gold driven one so fair — 
would I could say, so pure and so innocent P 

But while the distress of th^ lover was thus violent, and 
caused him to be so little measured in his terms of reproach, 
the uncle of the fair offender appeared to be lost in surprise. 
Though la belle Barbi^rie had so well preserx-ed the decorum 
and rescr>'e of her sex, as to leave even her suitors in doubt of 
the way her inclinations tended, the watchful Alderman had 
long sus|)octod that the more ardent, open, and manly com- 
mander of the Coquette was likely to triumph over one so cold 
in exterior, and so cautious in his advances, as the Patroon of 
Kindorhook. When, therefore, it became apparent Alida had 
disappeared, he quiU* naturally inferred that she had taken the 
simplest manner of defeating all hift plans for favoring the suit 
of the latter, by throwing her^^lf, at once, into the arms of the 
vounjj sailor. The laws of the colonies offered few obstacles to 
tlie legality of their union ; and when Ludlow appeared that 
morning, he firmly l>elieved that he beheld one, who, if he were 
not HO alr<>nch% was inevitably soon to become his nephew. But 
the sufTerinij of the disappoint4>d youth could not be counter- 
feited ; and the )>erplexed Alderman seemed utterly at a loss 
to conjet^ture what could have l)ecome of his niece. Wonder, 
rtther than pain, possessed him ; and when he suffered his 
ample chin to re]NK>e on the finger and thumb of one hand, it 
was with the air of a man that revolve<l, in his mind, all the 
plausible points of some knotty qu<*stion. 

** Holes and comers T he muttc»red, af^er a long silence ; "the 
wilful minx cannot l>e playing at hide-and-s«»ek with her friends! 
The hu^sy had ever too much of la famille de Barl>6rie, and 
her hiirh Norman bl«x)d a1>out her, as that silly old valet has it, 
to st«M>p to such childish trifling, (lone she certainly is," he 
continued, Wkins; again into the em]>ty drawers and closets, 
••and with her the valuable-^ have disapj^eared. The guitar is 
missing — ^the lute 1 sent acn>ss the ocean to purdiase, an ex«>l- 
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Icntly-toned Dutch lute, that cost every rtiver of one hundred 
guilders, » also wanting, and all the — lj*'m — th** r^-C'-nt a/^i^v 
sions have di*ai»i>eared. And tlier**, t/x>, are niy *i*i/T% ywt-U^ 
that I persuaded her to brinir alonjj. to tr*«'*rd ai^ain^t ar-cid ntA 
while our backs are turned, — th'*y are n^A to ly -^''n. Franfv»U ! 
Francois! Thou long-tried ser\'itor of Eti*>nne Barb ri'*, what 
the devil has become of thy mi^^ln^** T' 

"Mais Monsieur," returned the di-<ronw^late val«'t, uh'/se 
decent featun.'S exliibitM all th-* si'^'m of un'-jniv^^-a! «»iifr» ririir, 
'*she no tell le pau\Te Frani^oin! En *t|j,f,r^ant, qti- M«>n^ieur 
a^k Ic Capitaine, he shall prob'il»l»'!n"nt know." 

The burgher cast a quick t*u-|>ir-iou* :rl'*m-/* at Ludlow, and 
shook his head, to exprcM hln >M;li«'f that the yoTint^ man was 
true. 

**Oo; desire Mr. Van Sta;it«» of Kindt-rh'j'A to favor u-* with 
his company.'' 

'*IIo!d,'* cried Ludlow, motionin^j t^j tlie val-t to withdraw. 
**Mr. Beverout, an uncle .should be ti-nd'^r of th«* error* of one *o 
dear as this cruel, unreflwtin;^ trirl. You rannot think of aban- 
donini; her to so fri'/htful a fort urn* J*' 

**I am not addict^-d to ahandonin^j arn-thinij, »ir, to which 
my title is just anil lej^l. Hut you sji»»ak in eiiii^ina'*. If you 
are acquainted with the j»lac*» where my ni»*<*»* i^ w<-r«'t»*<l, avow 
it frankly, and permit me to take th<*>e m»'a*urej* u hirh theca*o 
requires." 

Ludlow reddened to his foreh^^ad, and he ^trulr4^»d powerfully 
with his pride and his re^n'ts. 

••It is U5»i'l«*s« to att^^m^'t c^>no»aliiiij the st«*p i^hich Alida 
Barl»^rie has l>een )»laced to t;ike," he said, a sniiK* so bitter 
passinjjT over hi"* fi^atun-?* as to It^nd th»Mn the expn»^*'it>n of 
severe mocken*; "she has choM»n more worthilv than eilli»»r of 
IB cmld have iM'lieved ; she has fi>imd a companion more 
snited to h<'r station, her charact«»r, and h«'r S4»x, than Van 
SCaats of Kinderhook, or a |MK>r comnianilcr of a Qu^^n's 
•hipr 

^Cmiseri and manors! What in the name of rnvsteriai 
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18 thy meaniug ? The girl is not here ; jou declare she b not 
on board of the Coquette, and there remains only ^ 

^*' The brigantine P groaned the young sailor, uttering the 
word by a violent effort of the will 

"The brigantine r repeated the alderman, slowly. "My 
niece can have nothing to do aboard a dealer in contraband. 
That is to say, Alida Barbcrie is not a trader.^ 

" Alderman Van Boverout, if we wish to escape the contami- 
nation of vice, its society must be avoided. There was one 
in the pavilion of a mien and assurance the past night, that 
might delude an angeL Ah ! woman I woman ! thy mind is 
composed of vanities, and thy imagination is thy bitterebi 
foer 

" Women and vanities P echoed the amazed burgher. " My 
niece, the heiress of old Etienne Marie de Barberie, and the 
soui^ht of so many of honorable names and respectable pro- 
fessions, to be a refugee with a rover — always supposing 
your opinions of the character of the brigantine to be josL 
Tliis is a conjecture too improbable to be true.** 

" The eye of a lover, sir, may be keener than that of a guar- 
dian—call it jealousy, if you will — would to Ueaven my suspi- 
cions were untrue ! — but if she be not there, where is she !" 

The opinion of the alderman seemed staggered. If la belle 
Barl/'rie had not yielded to the fascinations of that wayward, 
but seductive eye and smile, to that singular beauty of face, and 
to tlie secret and often irresistible charm tliat endrcles eminent 
])er!M)nal attractions, when aidtHi by mystery — to what had 
she yielded, and whither had she fled ? 

m 

Those were reflections that now began to pan through 
the thoughts of the alderman, as they had already planted 
stinsTB in the bo$M>m of Ludlow. AVith reflection, convictioo 
bepm slowly to ansert its power. But the truth did not gleam 
o|H>n tlie mind of the calcukting and wary merchant, with the 
same instinctive readiness that it had flashed u|ion the jealoue 
fiMTulties of the lover. lie pondered on each circumstance 
of the interview between the dealer in contraband and his nieoe ; 
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recalled the maDner and discourse of the former ; drew certain 
general and vague conjectures concerning the power which 
novelty, when coupled with circumstances of romance, might 
exercise over a female fancy ; and dwelt long and secretly 
on some important facts that were alone known to himself^ 
belbre his judgment finally settled down into the same opinion 
as that which his companion had fonned, with all the sensitive* 
ness of jealous alarm. 

"Women and vagaries P* muttered the burgher, after his 
study was ended. " Their conceits are as uncertain as the pro- 
fits of a whaling voyage, or the luck of a sportsman. Captain 
Ludlow, your assistance will be needed in this affair ; and as it 
may not be too late, since there are few priests in the brigantine 
— always supposing her character to be what you affirm— 
ray niece may yet see her error, and be disposed to rewanl 
so much assiduity and attachment" 

** My services shall always bo ready, so long as they can 
be useful to Alida Barb^rie,** returned the young officer with 
haste, and yet a little coldly. ^ It will be time enough to speak 
of the reward when we shall have succeeded.** 

** The l«ss noii^ that is made about a little dom<«tic incon* 
venience like this, the better ; and I would therefore suggest 
the propriety of keeping our suspicions of the character of the 
vessel a secret, until we shall be better informed.** 

The captain bowed his assent to tlie [>ro])osal. 

** And now that we are of the same mind in the preliminaries 
we will seek the I^atroon of Kinderhook, who has a claim 
to |)articipate in our confidence." 

Myndert then led the way from the empty and melancholy 
Cour des F6es, with a stop that had regained its busy and firm 
tread, and a countenance that expressed far more of vexa- 
tion and weariness tlian of real sorrow. 
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CHAFfER XIV. 



■*— ru «!▼• thM a wind. 
— Thoa art kind. 
— AndInnoCh«r. 
—I mywlf hnra nU the othw.** 

MACnSTB. 



TuE cloud above the mouth of the Raritan had not liseiu 
On the contraryf tlie breeze still came from off the sea ; and the 
bngantine in the Cove, with the cruiser of tlie Queen, still 
lay at their auchors, Uke two floating habitations that were not 
intended to be removed. The hour was that at which the cha- 
racter of the day becomes fixed ; and there was no longer any 
expectation tliat a land-wind would enable the vessel of the free- 
trader to repass the inlet before the turn of the tide, which was 
a<r:un ninninjj swiftly on the flood. 

The windows of the Lunt in Rust were open, as when its 
owner was prr^nt ; and the m(»nials were employed in and 
about the \illa in their customary occupatioas; though it 
was evidiMit^ by the manner in which they stopped to converse, 
and by the frequent conferenc»»s which had place in secret 
comers, tliat they wondered none the less at the unaccountable 
di8api)earance of their young mistress. In all other respects, 
the \illa and its gnmnda ^were, as usiml, quiet and seero- 
injjlv d<'s«>rtfhl. 

Hut there was a group colloct^nl Itcneath the shade of an oak 
on tho margin of the (\>ve, and at a |»oint where it was rare for 
man t<> 1k» K4»on. T\m little party ap|>eared to W in waiting f^if 
somo e\|»ortod communication from the brijjpintine ; since they 
bad takon ytM on the si<lo of tho inlet next tlie cape, 
and in a situation so retired as Ut he entirely hid from any 
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passing obeervation of those who might enter or leave the mouth 
of the Shre^'sbury. In short, they were on the long, low, and 
narrow barrier of sand, that now forms the projection of the 
Hook, and which, by the temporary breach that the Cove had 
made between its own waters and that of the ocean, was then an 
isUind. 

^ Snug should be the motto c/ a merchant," observed one of 
these individuals^ whose opinions will sufficiently announce his 
name to the reader. ^ He should be snuc? in his doalinirs, and 
snug in his manner of conducting them ; snug in his cre<iito, and, 
above all, ™ug in his speculatioas. There is as little need, 
gentlemen, in calling in the aid of a posse-comitatus for a sea^i- 
ble man to keep his household in order, as that a dij>oroet trader 
should go whistling through the public markets with the 
history of his operatioan. I gladly court two so worthy a^ist^ 
ants as Captain Cornelius Ludlow and Mr. OlofT Van Staats ; 
for I know there will be no usoIpss gossip concemintj the trifling 
derangement that hath occurred. Ah ! the black hnth had 
communications with the freetrader — always supposing the 
opinion of Mr. Ludlow concerning the character of the vessel to 
be just — and he is quitting the brigantine.** 

Xeitlier of the companions of the Alderman made any rpj>ly. 
Each watched the movement of the skitT that contained their 
roesi^nger, and each seemed to fool an equal interest in the result 
of his errand. laMead, however, of aj»pr»)achin<T the 5i]>ot where 
hi* master and his two friends exin^otod him, the netfro, thoucrh 
he knew that his boat was neoe)<san' to enable the partv to 
recross the inlet, pulled directly for the mouth of the river, — a 
course that was exactly contrary to the one he wa« exji^x'ted to 
take. 

** Rank disobedience I** gnimbled the incensed ma^^ter. " Tlic 
irreverent d<ig is deserting as on this neck of Iwirren sand, where 
we are cut ofl^ from all commnniration with the interior, and are 
w oomplet4>ly without intelliirence of the state of the market, 
and other necessiirios, as men in a des<*rt !'* 

" Here comes one that seems dis|>osed to bring us to a parley,'* 
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observed Ludlow, whose practised eye had tint detected a boat 
quitting the side of the brigantine, as well as the direction it was 
about to steer. 

The joung commander was not deceived ; for a light cutter, 
that played like a bubble on its element, was soon approaching 
Che shore, where the three expectants were seated. When it 
was near enou<^h to render sight perfectly distinct, and speech 
audible without an effort, the crew ceased rowing, and permitted 
the boat to lie in a state of rest. The mariner of the India-shawl 
then arose in the stern-sheets, and examined the thicket behind 
the party with a curious and suspicious eye. After a suflkient 
search, he signed to his crew to force the cutter still nigher to 
the land, and spoke : 

^ Who has affiiirs with any of the brigantine Y* he coolly 
demanded, wearing the air of one who had no reason to anticipate 
the object of their \i8it. *^ She has little left that can turn to 
profit, unless she parts with her beauty." 

** Truly, good stranger," returned the Aldennan, laying a 
suflicient emphasis on the latter word, ^ here are none disposed 
to a traffic, which might not be pleasing to the authorities of 
the country, were its nature known. We come with a desire 
to be admitted to a conference with the commander of the vessel, 
on a matter of e<4|)ecial but private concern." 

^ Why send a public officer on the duty ? I see one, there, in 
the livery of Queen Anne. We are no lovers of Her Majesty's 
servants, and would not willingly form disagreeable acquaint- 



ances." 



Ludlow nearly bit through his lip, in endeavoring to repress 
his anger at the cool confidence of one who had already treated 
him with so little ceremony, and then momentarily forgetting 
his obj(*ct, in professional pride, and [)erhaps we might add in 
the habits of his rank, he interrupted the dialogue— 

^ if ytm see tlic livery of the royal authority,** he said, hangli- 
tily, ^ you must be sensible it is worn by one who is oommis^ 
ftioned to cause itji rights to be respected. I deimuid the name 
and chara'*ter of yon brigantine T 
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" As for character, she is, like many another beauty, something 
vituperated; nay, some carry their envy so far as to call it 
cracked ! But we are jolly mariners tliat sail her, and little 
heed crazy reports at the expease of our mistress. As for a 
name, we answer any hail that is fairly spoken, and well meant 
Call us * Honesty,' if you will, for want of the register/' 

**• There is much reason to suspect your vessel of illegal prac- 
tioes ; and, in the name of the Queen, I demand access to her 
papers, and the liberty of a free search into her cargo and crew. 
Eke will there be necessity to bring her under the guns of the 
cruiser, which lies at no great distance, waiting only for orders.*' 

^ It takes no scholar to read our documents, Captain Ludlow ; 
they are written by a light keel on the rolling waters, and he 
who follows in our wake may guess at their authority. If you 
wish to overhaul our cargo, you must look sharply into the cuffii 
and aprons, the neg1ig<^ and stomachers of the C/ovemor's 
lady, at the next ball at the fort ; or pry into the sail that is 
set above the farthingales of the wife and daughters of your 
Admiralty Judge! We are no cheesemongers, to break the 
shins of a boarding officer among boxes and butter tubs." 

'' Your brigantine has a name, sirrah ; and, in her Majesty's 
authority, I demand to know it" 

^ Heaven forbid that any here should dispute the Queetrs 
right ! You are a seaman. Captain Ludlow, and have an eye 
for comeliness in a craft, as well as in a woman. Look at those 
harpings I There is no fill 1 of a shoulder can equal that curve, 
in grace or richness ; this shear surpasses the jmtn<'ss and deli- 
cacy of any waist; and there you seethe transonis, swellincr and 
rounded like the outlines of a Venus. Ah I she is a bewitching 
creature ; and no wonder that, floating as she does, on the seas, 
Ihey should have called her " 

*^ Water-Witch !" said Ludlow, finding that the other paUMnl. 

*• You deser%'e to be one of the sUterluMkl yourself, Captiin 
Ludlow, for this readiness in divination !" 

• Amazement and surj>rl'ie, Patroon !" exclaimed Mytidert, 
with a tremendous hem. ** Hero is a dis4H>\ery to give a 
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respectable merchant more uneasiness than tlie undutiful con- 
duct of fiily nieces ! This vessel is then the famous brigantine 
of the notorious * Skimmer of the Seas ? a man whose misdeeds 
in commerce are as universally noted as the stoppage of a gr*noral 
dealer ! I^ray, Master Mariner, do not distrust our purposes. 
We do not come, sent by any authority of the country, to piy 
into your pa<^t traasactioas, of which it is quite unnecessary for 
you to speak ; and far less to induljo^ in any unlawful thirst of 
gain, by urging a traffic tliat is forbidden by the law. We wish 
solely to confer with the celebrated free-trader and rover, who 
must, if your account be true, command the vessel, for a few 
minutes, on an affair of common interest to the three. This 
officer of the Queen is obliged, by his duty, to make certain 
demands of you, with which you will comply, or not, at your 
own good discretion ; and since Her Majesty *s cruiser is so far 
beyond reach of bullet, it cannot be exjx»cted you will do other- 
wise; but further than that, he has no present intention to 
proceed. Parley and civilities ! Captain Ludlow, we must 
speak the man fair, or he will leave us to get over tlie inlet, and 
back to the Lust in Rust, as we may ; and that too, as empfy- 
handed as we came. Remember our stipulations, without 
observing which I shall witlidraw from the adventure alto- 
gether." 

Ludlow bit his lip, and continued silent The seaman of tbo 
shawl, or Master Tiller, as he has been more than once called, 
again narrowly examined the background, and caused his boat 
to approach so near tlie land, that it was possible to step into 
it bv the stem. 

m 

"• Enter,*^ he said to the Captain of the Coquette, who needed 
no second invitiition ; " enter, for a valuable hostage is a sale- 
plcili^ in a truce. The Skimmer is no enemy to good com* 
|iany ; and I have done justice to the Queen's servitor, by 
introducing him aln*ady, by name and character.'' 

** Fellow, the sucih^ss of your d<MM»ption may cauMS you to 
triumph for a time ; but remember tliat the Coquette ^ 

^Is a wholesome boat whuse abilities I have taken, to the 
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The manner <jf tLe sJuiiiii. vb.< Liii inh:iii:».ii«-i Lt^ itrmer 
L<is dtf^flMflbuc; It ^ Iv^'Aior i:^.^*-: JUjd L>- >;'»k^ lo bis 

tl»e lri«:«titiiie. 

The**\|il*»itt, ihe iiiT«4»-n- iH* cLknu-trf^^r. aiii liit d;»r:n^ nf iLc 
Water- Witch, and i^f Lina »b-» «ci.j«J L-r, ^^-n^ in i:..ii a-^v, 
tlie frequent fabj-^n* c/anj^-r, admintii »n, aii i M:n'n-»\ T:i.i!<e 
«bo iuuifd ]ileaHire in tlK> man* Ii»ii^. ii<^: ii^hI u» xhv «i»ifi-r!i 
that Were TvcoODWd «f L**r «'j«r^*«l abd K«».ii»««?«' *iih ]»i A^unp ; 
thfT who had boeo so i»ft«'ii t'i-ti iu tlitir an«nij.t> to am^st 
the faanlv d<*a]efs id oMitraWud. r^^jd'-iH* 1 at Lor nnnic : atiJ aU 
wondered at the sucee?* ainl int. Ili:^iK>- wiih wLvh h-r inx»>o- 
menta were cr»Dtn»ll»'d. It milL th*-r'^»n\ cfx-^ie do a<4«*ii>hmont 
when we «av, that Lu«li5.'W and the raiT>»»n di>^w near t*» tlie 
fight and graceful ijil»nc with an intor^t tliat dti']««*Tit\I at each 
■truke of the uars. So much of a ]>n»t*r»'h»n whicli, in th^t .njts 
waa particularly marked and a]virt from tlio i\*>t of mankind in 
hafaita and o|»inionj^ had Uvn interwown into tho chantctcr of 
the former, that he ci»uld not s^.^ the jib^t j»mj«i>rtious the 
graceful outlines of the hull or the exquu^ito symmctrx* and 
neatness of the ^(»an» and ritrt^n^, without e\]H^noniinsf a ft'^'lin;; 
somewhat aUied to that which und<'ni.Hble su]H'ri«trity c\iit<^ in 
the heart of even a rival. There was also a t^u^te in the M\lo 
of the merely ornamental hatXa of the dflionto machint\ which 
eauaed as much surprise as her model and Hi;. 

Seamen, in all a^<^ and in e\cr}' state of their art, hare Wn 
amhitious of bestowini^ on tlieir flivatiiij; hahitationit a M\le of 
decoration mhich, while a|»pn>priate to their element, i^lumld lie 
thought somewhat analoi^ou^ to the an*liit«vtuial ornainentji of 
the land. Piety, sui^erstition, and national u^ii^««, ntf<vt th«'«*o 
characteristic ornaments which are still ^^vn, in ditVen>nt (pinr 
ten of the world, to occa^sion broad diMi actions U*tW4>eu the 
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appearances of vessels. In one, the niddor-head is carved with 
the rcsoinblance of some hideous monster ; another shows go^ 
gling eyes and lolling tongues from its cat-heads ; this has the 
patron saint^ or the ever-kind Marie, embossed upon its monld- 
ings or bows ; while that is covered with the allegorical 
emblems of country and duty. Few of those eflbrts of nautical 
art are successful ; though a better taste appears to be gradually 
redeeming even this branch of human industry from the rubbisb 
of barbarism, and to be elevating it to a state which shall do 
no violence to the more fastidious opinions of the age. But the 
vessel of which we wiite, though constructed at so remote a 
pet iod, would have done credit to the improvements of our own 
time. 

It has been said that the hull of this celebrated smuggler was 
low, dark, moulded with exquisite art, and so justly balanced as 
to ride upon its element like a sea-fowl. For a Uttle dis- 
tance above the water, it showed a blue that vied with the color 
of the deep ocean, the use of copper being then unknown ; 
while the more superior parts were of a jet black, delicately 
reheved by two lines of a straw-color, that were drawn with 
mathematical aocuracy, parallel to the plane of her upper works, 
and consequently converging slightly towards the sea, beneath 
her counter. Glossy hammock-cloths concealed the persons of 
those who were on the deck, while the close bulwarks gave the 
brigantine the air of a vessel equipped for war. Still the eye of 
Ludlow ran curiously along the whole extent of the two straw- 
colored lines, seeking in vain some evidence of the weigh i and 
force of her armament If she had ports at all, they were 
so ingeniously concealed t» to escape the keenest of his gUnees. 
The nature of the rig has been already described. Pariakin|( 
of the double character of brig and schooner, the sails and 
apars of the forward-mast being of the former, while those of the 
after-mast were of tlio latter ct>nstniction, seamen have given 
to this class of shipping the familiar name of HermaphroditeA. 
But though there might be fancied by this term, some want of 
the proportions that coastitute sovmliness, it will be remembered 
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that the departure wa« onlj from some former rule of art, and 
tliat no Wolcnce ha<l been done to those universal and per- 
manent laws wliich constitute the charm of nature. The 
models of glass which are seen representing the machinery of a 
ship, are not more exact or just in their Unes than were the 
Cordage and spars of this brigantine. Not a rope varied from 
iU true direction ; not a sail, but it resembled the neat folds of 
some prudent hoasewife ; not a mast or a yard was there but it 
rose into the air, or stretched its arms, with the most fostidioua 
attention to symmetry. All was airy, fanciful, and full of 
grace, seeming to lend to the fabric a character of unreal light- 
ness and s|)eed. As the boat drew near her side, a change of 
the air caused the buoyant bark to turn like a vane in its 
current ; and as all the long and pointed pro|)ortions of her head- 
gear came into view, Ludlow saw beneath the bowsprit an 
image that might be supposed to make, by means of allegory, 
some obvious allusions to the character of the vessel. A female 
form, fiishioned with the carver*s best skill, stood on the projec- 
tion of the cutwater. The figure rested lightly on the ball 
of one foot, while the other was sus|>ended in an eas^y attitude, 
resembling the airy posture of the famous Mercury of the Ik>l<>g- 
nese. The drapery was fluttering, scanty, and of a light 
sea-groen tint, as if it Imd imbibed a hue from the element 
beneath* The face was of that djirk bronzed color which human 
ingenuity has, from time immemorial, adopted as the best 
medium to portray a superhuman expn's>ion. Tlie locks were 
dishevelled, wild, and rich ; the eye full of such a meaning 
as might be fancied to glitter in the on;ans of a sorceress ; 
while a smile so strangely meaning and malign played alnrnt 
the mouth, that the young sailor start (h1 when it first met 
his view, as if a living thing had returned his lo«>k. 

•* Witchcraft and necromancv I" trrinnblod the alderman, 

w 

m this extraordinary iniair<» came sudd«»iily on his vision 
•bo. ** nf*re is a l»ra7/>n-lookin(; Iuk^v I and one who mii^ht 
rob the Queen's ln'jt>ury itself, \«ithout remorse I Your cyw 

H 
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are young, Patroon ; what is that the minx holds so impudently 
above her head ?^* 

** It seems an open book, with lotterd of red written on its 
pages. One need not be a conjuror to divine it is no extract 
from the Bible.'' 

** Nor from the statute books of Queen Anne. I warrant me 
'ds a leger of profit gained in her many wanderings. Goggling 
and leers! the bold air of the confident creature is enough 
to put an honest man out of countenance !" 

" Wilt read the motto of the witch I" demanded he of the 
Indiarshawly whose eye had been studying the detail of the 
brigantine's equipment, rather than attending to the object 
which so much attracted the looks of his companions. '' The 
night air has taut*ned the cordage of that flying-jibboom, fellows, 
until it begins to lift its nose hkc a squeamish cockney, when he 
holds it over salt-water ! See to it, and bring the spar in line ; 
else we shall have a reproof from tlie sorceress, who little likes 
to have any of her limbs deranged. Here, gentlemen, the opi- 
nions of the lady may be read as clearly as woman's mind can 
ever be fathomed.*' 

While speaking to his crew, Tiller had changed the direction 
of the boat ; and it was soon lying, in obedience to a motion of 
his hand, directly beneath the wild and significant-looking 
image just described. The letters in red were now distinctly 
visible; and when Alderman Van Beverout had adjusted his 
spectacles, each of the party reail the following sentence : — 

** Albeit I oever leiiil nor borrow, 
Bf uUfif. ii<ir by glvlnf of «&cew. 
Yet lo rapply the ripe waaM of my fHea4. 
ru breftk ft eavlom.** 

MiiriiAMT or Vtmos. 

**Th6 brazen!" exchiimed Myndert, when ho had gone 
through this quotation from tlie immortal bard. '^Ripe or 
green, one could not winh to be the friend of so impudent 
a thing ; and then to impute such sentiments to any respedablo 
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commercial maa whether of Venice or Amsterdam ! Let 
OS board the brigantine, friend mariner, and end the connexion 
ere foul mouths begin to traduce our motives for the visit'* 

** The ovet-driven ship ploughs the seas too deep for speed ; 
we shall get into port in better season without this haste. Wilt 
take another look into the dark lady^s pages! A woman's 
mind is never known at the first answer l" 

The speaker raised the rattan he still carried, and caused 
a page of painted metal to turn on hingos that were so artfully 
concealed as not to be visible. A new surface, with another 
extract, was seen. 

** What is it, what is it, Patroon T demanded the burgher, 
who appeared greatly to distrust the discretion of the sorceress* 
** Follies and rhymes ! but this is the way of the whole sex ; 
when nature has denied them tongues, thoy invent other meant 
of speech.'' 

** Pnrten of Um tea uid land, 
Thas do gii abnol, aboal ; 
Thrko to tbine, uid Uiric« to UiIm, 
Aad thric« agnla to ouke vp Blue,** 

** Rank nonsense !" continued the burgher I ^ It is well 
for those who can, to add thrice and thrice to their stores ; but 
look you, Patroon — it is a thriving trade that can double the 
▼aJiM of the adventure, and that with reasonable risks, and 
months of patient watching." 

" We have otlier pagM," resumed Tiller, " but our afiaira 
drag for want of attending to thorn. One may read much gcxnl 
matter in the book of the sorceroM, when there is leisure 
and opportunity. I often take occasion, in the calms, to look 
into her volume ; and it is rare to find the same moral twice 
told, as these brave seamen can swear." 

The mariners at tlie oars confirmed this assertion by their 
grave and belienng faces, while their sufterior caused the boat 
to quit the place, and the image of the W^ater- Witch was left 
6oating in solitude above her pro|>er element 

The arrival of the ctitter produced no sensation among those 
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who were found on the deck of the brigantino. The roariner of 
the shawl welcomed his companions frankly and heartily ; and 
then he left them for a minute to make their observations, 
while he discharged some duty in the interior of the vcju^^l. 
The moments were not lo^t, as powerful curiosity induced all 
the visitors to gaze about them, in the manner ic which men 
study Uie appearance of any celebrated object, that has long 
been known only by reputation. It was quite apparent that 
even Alderman Van lieverout had penetrated further into the 
mysteries of the beautiful brigantiue, than he had over before 
been. But it was Ludlow who gathered most from this brief 
opportunity, and whose understanding glances so rapidly and 
eagerly ran over all that a seaman could wish to examine. 

An admirable neatness reigned in every part The planks of 
the deck resembled the work of the cabinet-maker, rather tlian 
the coarser labor which is generally seen in such a place ; and 
the same excellence of material, and exactness in the finish, 
were visible in the ceilings of the light bulwarks, the railings 
and all the other objects which nea^ssarily came conspicuously 
into view, in the construction of such a fabric. Bram was taste- 
fully rather than lavishly UM'd, on many of those parts where 
metal was necessary ; and the paint of the interior was ever}'- 
where a light and delicate straw-color. Armament there was 
none, or at least none visible ; nor did the fifteen or twenty 
grave -looking seamen, who were silently lounging with ftjlded 
arms, about the vessel, appear to be those who would find 
pleasure in scenes of violence. They were, without an exce()tion, 
men who had reached the middle age, of weather-worn and 
thoughtful countenances, many of them even showing heads 
that had Wgun to be grizzled more by time than even by ex- 
posure. Tints much Ludlow had lieen enabled to ascertain, ere 
they were rejoined by Tiller. When the latter again came on 
deck, he showeil, however, no di»!»in» to conct»al any of the jier- 
fections of 1 1 in habi tuition. 

^ The wilful sorcerexn is no niggard in accommodating her 
followers,** said the mariner, obser\'ing the manner in which tho 
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Queen's officer was employed. " Here, you sec, the skimmer 
keops room enough for an admiral, in his cabins ; and the fel- 
lows are berthed afl, far beyond the foremast ; — wilt step to the 
hatch, and look below V 

The captain and his companions did as desired, and to the 
amazement of the former, he perceived that, with the exception 
of a sort of room fitted with large and water-tight lockers, which 
were placed in full view, all the rest of the brigantine was occu- 
pied by the accommodatioas of her officers and crew. 

•* The world gives us the reputation of free-traders,'* continued 
Tiller, smiling maliciously ; " but if the Admiralty-Court were 
here, big wigs and high staf&, judge and jury, it would be at a 
loss to bring us to conviction. There is iron to keep the lady 
on her feot^ and water, with some garnish of Jamaica, and the 
wines of old Spain and the L^tlands, to cheer the hearts and cool 
the mouths of my fellows, bonor»th that deck ; and more than 
that^ there is not We have stores for the table and the breeze, 
beyond yon bulkhead ; and luTe are lockers beneath you, that 
are — empty ! ?H»e, one is oj>on ; it is neat as any drawer in a 
Uuly's bureiiu. Tliis is no place for your Dtitchman's strong 
waters, or the coarse skins of yor.. tobacconist Odcl's my lifo ! 
lie who would go on the scent of the Water- Witch's lading, 
must follow your b<»auty in her satins, or your parson in his band 
and gown. There would be mnoh lamentation in the church, 
and many a heavy-hearted bishop, were it known that the g(x>d 
crall had come to liarm T 

•* There must be an end to this audacious trifling with the 
law," said Ludlow ; ** and the time may be nearer than you sup* 
pose.* 

" I look at the pagi^s of the lady's book, in the pride of each 
morning ; for we havo it aboanl hore, that when she intends to 
sen'e as foul, she will at least be hon<'st enotti^h to (;ive a warn- 
ing. Tlie mottoes oft4»n changt\ but her wordn are ever true. 
Tis hard to overtake the driving mint Captain Ludlow, and he 
must hold good way with the wind itself, who wishes to stay 
long in our comiMiny.** 
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^ Many a boastful sailor has been caught The breeze that 
is good for the light of draught, and the breeze that is good for 
the deep keel, are different You maj live to learn what a stout 
spar, a wide arm, and a steady hull can do." 

^ The lady of the wild eve and wicked smile protect me ! 
I have seen the witch buried fiithoras deep in brine, and the 
glittering water falling from her tresses like golden stars ; bat 
never have I read an untruth in her pages. There is good in- 
telligence between her and some on board ; and, trust me, she 
knows the paths of the ocean too well ever to steer a wrong 
course. But we prate like gossiping rivermen. — ^Wilt see the 
Skimmer of the Seas ^ 

^ Such is the object of our visit," returned Ludlow, whose 
heart beat violently at the name of the redoubtable rover. ^ If 
you are not he, bring us where he is." 

^ Speak lower; if the lady under the bowsprit hear such 
treason against her favorite, Fll not answer for her good-wilL 
If I am not he !" added the hero of the India-^hawl, laughing 
freely. ^* Well, an ocean is bigger than a sea, and a bay is not 
a gulf. You shall have an opportunity of judging between us, 
noble captain, and then I leave opinions to each man^s wisdom« 
Follow." 

He quitted the hatchway, and led his companions towards the 
aooommodations in the stem of the vesseL 
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CHAl^lER XV. 

"Cod mre ycm. Sir ! 
And 700, Sir ; yuo ai« welcooM. 
TimT«l yon. Sir. or an yoa at ihe fortbatt ?** 

Tamino or TBI Bamsw. 

If the exterior of the briganttne was so graceful in form and 
90 singular in arrangement, the interior was still more worthy 
of observation. There were two small cabins beneath the main- 
deck, one on each side of, and immediately adjoining, the limited 
space that was destined to receive her light but valuable cargoes. 
It was into one of these that Tiller had descended hke a man 
who freely entered into his own apartment : but partly above, 
and nearer to the stem, were a suite of Bttle rooms that were 
fitted and (nmished in a style alu^ether different. The equip- 
ments were those of a yacht, rather than those which might be 
supposed suited to the pleasures of even the mo^i successful 
dealer in contraband. 

The principal deck had been sunk several feet, commencing at 
the aftermost bulkhead of the cabins of the subordinate officers, 
in a manner to give the necessary height, without interfering 
with the line of the brigantine*s shear. The arrangement was 
consequently not to be seen by an obsener who was not ad- 
mitted into the vessel itst^lf. A d<»scent of a stop or two, how- 
ever, brought the visitors to the level of Uie cabin-fl<x>r, and into 
an ante-room that was evidently fitted for the convenience of 
the domestics. A small silver hand-bell lay on a table, and 
Tiller rang it lightly, like one wht»e ordinary manner was re- 
strained by rcj^jioct. It was answered by the apj>earanoe of a 
boy, whose yeiira could not exco^sl ten, and wlu»<o attire was so 
whimsical as to merit description. 

The material of the dress of this young servitor of Neptune, 
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was a light roso-colored silk, cut in a fashion to i-eseinble the 
habits formerly worn by pages of the great Uis body was 
belted by a band of gold, a collar of fine thread lace floated on 
his neck and shoulders, and even his feet were clad in a sort of 
buskins, that were ornamented witli fringes of real laoo and 
ta'^seb of bullion. The form and features of the child were 
delicate, and his air as unlike as possible to the coarse and 
brusque manner of a vulgar ship-boy. 

** Waste and prodigality I" muttered tlie Alderman, when this 
extraordinary little usher presented himself in answer to the 
summons of Tiller. " This is the very wantonness of cheap goods 
and an unfettered commerce! There is enough of Mechlin, 
Patroon, on the shoulders of that urchin, to deck the stomacher 
of the Queen. 'Fore Geon2re, gowls were cheap in the market, 
when the young scoundrel had his livery !'* 

The surprise was not confined, however, to the observant and 
frugal burglier. Ludlow and Van Staats of Kinderhook mani- 
fested equal amazement, though their wonder was exhibited in a 
less characteristic manner. The former turned short to demand 
the meaning of this mas<|uerade, when he |)erceived that the 
hero of the India shawl had disapjieared. They were then alone 
with the fant^istic ])age, and it bc'camc necessary to trust to his 
intelligence for directions how to proceed. 

**Who art thou, child? — ^and who has sent thee hither?" 
demanded Ludlow. Tlie boy raised a cap of the same rue>(y 
colored silk, and pointed to an image of a female, with a swarthy 
fiuse and a malign smile, paint<>d, with exavding art^ on its front 

" I ser\e tlu» S4»a-gr<»<»n lady, with the others of the brigantine." 

^ And who Is this ladv of the color of shallow water, and 
whence come you, in particular ?*' 

" Tliis is her lik« in v» — if you would sjieak with her, she stands 
on the cut-wat<»r, ami rarely rcfuM's an answer." 

'^TU odtl that a ft>nu of wixxl should have the gift of 
■pei^ch !" 

** Doht think h«'r then of wood ?'* returned the child, ]iM)king 
timidly, and yet curioasly, up into the face of Ludlow. ** Others 
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hftfe said the same ; but those who know best, deny it She 
does not answer with a tongue, but Uic book has always some- 
thbg to say." 

** Here is a grievoos deception practised on the superstition 
of this boy ! I have read the book, and can make but HtUe of 
its meaning.'* 

^ Then read again. Tis by many reaches that the leeward 
veifiel gains upon the wind. My master has bid me bring you 
m ■ 

"Hold — Thou hast both master and mistress I — You have 
told us of the latter, but we would know something of the former. 
Who is thy master I" 

The boy smiled and looked aside, as if he hesitated to 
answer. 

** Nay, refuse not to reply. I come with the authority of the 
Queen." 

" He tells us that the sea-green lady is our Queen, and that 
we have no other.** 

"Rashness and rebellion!" muttered Myndert; "but this 
Ibolhardiness will one day bring as pretty a brigantino as ever 
sailed in the narrow seas to condomnation ; and then wiU there 
be rumors abroad, and characters cracke<l, till every lover of 
gossip in the Americas shall be tired of defamation.*' 

" It is a bold subject that dares say this !" rejoined Ludlow, 
who heeded not the by-play of the Alderman ; " your master 
has a name ?** 

"We never hear it When Neptune boards us, under the 
tropics, he always hails the ' Skimmer of the Seas,* and then 
they answer. The old god knows us well, for we pasA his Uti- 
tude oftener than other ships, they say.'* 

" You are then a cruiser of some service in the brijjan tine- 
no doubt you have trod many distant shores, belonging to so 
swift a craft" 

" I ! — I nevor was on the land !*' returned the boy, thought- 
Mly. " It must be droll to be there ; they say, one can Imrdly 
walk, it IB so steady ! I put a question to the sea-green lady 

8* 



178 THE WATRR-WITCR. 

before we came to the narrow inlet, to know when I was to go 
Qfihore.'* 

" And she answered ?*' 

^ It was some time first Two watches were |>ast before a 
word was to be seen ; at last I got the lines. I believe she 
mocked me, though I have never dared show it to mj master, 
that he might say." 

*^ Hast the words here f — ^perhaps we might assist thee, as 
there are some among us who know most of the sea-paths." 

The boy looked timidly and suspiciously around ; then thrust- 
ing a hand hurriedly into a pocket, he drew forth two bits of 
paper, each of which contained a scrawl, and both of which had 
evidently been much thumbed and studied. 

" Here,** he said, in a voice that was suppressed nearly to a 
whisper. ^ This was on the first page. I was so fnghtened, 
lest the lady should be angry, that I did not look again till the 
next watch ; and then," turning the leai^ *^ I found this.** 

Ludlow took the bit of paper first offered, and read, written 
in a child's hand, the following extract : 

■*Ipni7diee 
RrowiDber, I htre doae thee worthy wtvkm : 
Told thee no 11m. made BombtokiMfs, aerrBd 
WlibAQt or grvdie or gnwibUBp.** 

** I thought that Hwns in mockery,** continued the boy, when 
he saw by the eye of the young captain that he had read the 
quotation ; *' for 'twas very like, though more prettily worded, 
than that which I had said myself r 

''And what was the second answer!** 

''This was found in the first morning-watch,** the child 
retumod, rrading the second extract himself: 

•'Tlioo thlBk'al 
It aivcli to tmd ibeoocp of the mil deefi. 
Aad ma «po« thatharp wlad o4'tlM Borth !** 

**! ne\or darLHitoaskagain. But what matters that f They 
say* the grouni is rough and difficult to walk on; thai eaitb- 
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quakes shake it, and make holes to swallow dtics ; that men 
slaj each other on the highways for money, and that the houses 
I see on the hills must always remain in the same s[K>t It 
must be very melancholy to live always in the same spot ; but 
then it must be odd never to feel a motion P 

"• Except the occasional rocking of an earthquake. Thou art 
better afloat, child; — but thy master, this Skimmer of the 
Seas "" 

^ — llistr whispered the boy, raising a finger for silence. 
*^ He has come up into the great cabin. In a moment, we shall 
have his signal to enter.** 

A few light touches on the strings of a guitar followed, and 
then a symphony was rapidly and beautifully executed, by one 
in the adjoining apartment. 

^ Alida, herself is not more nimble-fingered,** whispered the 
Alderman ; ^ and I never heard the girl touch the Dutch lute, 
that cost a hundred Holland guilders, with a livelier movement !** 

Ludlow signed for silence. A fine, manly voice, of great 
richness and depth, was soon heard, singing to an accompani- 
ment on the same instrument. The air was grave, and 
altogether unusual for the social character of one who dwelt 
upon the ocean, being chiefly in recitative. The words, as neat 

might be distinguished, ran as follows : 

Hy brif %nllDe ! 
Ja«t In thy moald, and bmaictm* Id iby fonn, 
G«Atle 1b roll, and batiyant on lb* tnrpe. 
Llf hi u Uie teA-fowl. rnckinf lo the tionD, 
In breeM «Dd gale, thy onward rrmrae we nrfe ; 

My Water Uneea ! 

Lady of mine! 
Mora Hfhl and •wiA than thou, none ihreed the 
With tnier keel, or virndler on iu i^ith ; 
We brave each wa«te of oertn my««er>'. 
And httf h to hear the howlinff troipestS wrath ! 

For i»e are Ihlnr! 

My farlfantlne ! 
Tntkt lo the mystic power tbitt pitInU Ihy wny. 
Trost to the eye that plerrea from afar. 
Trail the rad meleor* that around thee play. 
And Ibarlett trvst the wa-ffreen kd) *t tlnr ; 

Thoti bark divine ! 
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** He often sings tha<^," w]iisj)ored the boy, when the song 
was ended ; " they say, the sca-^^reeii lady loves music Uiat telb 
of the ocean, and of her ix)wer. — Hark ! he has bid me enter." 

** He did but touch the strings of the guitar again, boy.^ 

" Tls his signal, when the weather is fair. When we have 
the whistlings of the wind and the roar of the water, then he 
has a louder call'' 

Ludlow would have gladly hstened longer; but the boy 
opened a door, and, pointing the way to those he conducted, he 
silently vanished himself, behind a curtain. 

The visitors, more particularly the young commander of the 
Coquette, found new subjectjt of admiration and wonder, oa 
entering the main cabin of the brigantine. The apartment, 
considering the size of the vessel, was spacious and high. It 
received light from a couple of windows in the stern, and it was 
e\ident that two smaller roontn, one on each of the quartern, 
shared with it in this advantage. The space between these 
state-rooms, as they are called in nautical language, necessarily 
formed a deep alcove, which might l)e separated from the outer 
portion of the cabin by a curtain of crimson damask, that now 
hung in festoons from a beam fashioned into a gilded coniioe, 
A luxurioasly-looking pile of cushioa<«, covered with red morocco, 
lay along the tnmsom, in the manner of an eastern divan ; and 
against the bulk>head of each state-room stood an agrippina 
of mahogany, that was lined with the same material. Neat and 
tasteful cases for books were suH])onded here and there; and 
the guitar which had so ktely b(H*n wkhI, lay on a small table 
of some precious wood, that occu[>ied the centre of the alcove. 
There were also other implements, like those which occupy the 
IcMsurc of a cultivated but perhajm an effeminate rather than a 
%ngr>rous mind, scattered around, some evid(M)tly long neglected, 
and others ap]>earing to have Ik-ou more recently in fa%'or. 

The outer |>ortion of the cabin was furnished in a similar 
style, though it containtHl many ntore of tiie articK's that ordi* 
narily Ix'Iong to domestic economy. It had its agrippina, its 
piles of ciiHhi«ms, its chairs of In^autiful wihnI, its cases for booka^ 
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and its neglected iivtruments, iDtermixed viith fixtures of more 
aolid and permanent appearance, which were arranged to meet 
the violent motion that was often unavoidable in so small a bark. 
There was a slight hanging of crimson damask around tlie whole 
apartment ; and, here and there, a small mirror was let into the 
bulkheads and ceilings. All the other parts were of a rich 
mahogany, relieved by panels of ro«e-wood, that gave an appear- 
ance of exquisite finish to the cabin. The floor was covered 
with a mat of the finest texture, and of a fragrance that an- 
nounctnl both its freshness, and the fact that the grass had been 
the growth of a warm and luxuriant climate. The place, as was 
indeed the whole vessel, so far as the keen eye of Ludlow could 
detect, was entin^ly dfstitute of arms, not even a pistol or a 
tword being sus[)en<led in those places where wea|K)ns of that 
description are iLsually seen in all vessels employed either in 
war or in a trade that might oblige those who sail them to deal 
in violence. 

In the centre of the alcove stood the youthful-looking and 
extraordinary person who, in so unceremonious a maniu'r, ha<l 
visited la Cour des F6c*s the preceding night His dn-ss w:* 
much the same, in fashion and materiuK as when last sei^n ; still, 
it had been changed ; for on tlie breast of tlie silken frink was 
painted an image of the wa-green lady, done with exquisite 
•kill, and in a manner to preserve the whole of the wild and 
unearthly character of the expression. The wearer of this sinijU' 
lar ornament leaned lightly air:iin>t the little tabl»\ and as he 
bowed with entire s<lf-jKi«ses>i(m to his gue>ts, his face was 
lighteil with a smile that seemed t*) Ix'trny nielaiieholy, no Kfs 
than courtesy. At the same time he mi>ed his cn[>, and stood 
in the rich j«'t-black Ux^ks with whieh naturi' had so exulnrantly 
'^hadod his forehead. 

The manner of the visitors was levs e.'tsy. The d^sqi anxiety 
#ith which both Ludlow and the Pntroon had un<lert«ak(*n to 
board the notorious smut^s^ler, had triven place to an amazi^nient 
and a curiosity that caused them nearly to fomct their errand ; 
while Alderman Van IVverout apjK^ared shy and saspicious 
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manifestly thinking less of his niece than of the oonsequenoeB of 
80 remarkable an interview. They all returned the salutation 
of their host, though each waited for him to speak. 

^ They tell me I have the pleasure to receive a commander 
of Queeu Anne's service, the wealthy and honorable Patroon of 
Kinderhook, and a most worthy and respectable member of the 
city corporation, known as Alderman Van Bcverout," commenced 
the individual who did the honors of the vessel on this occasion. 
** It is not often that my poor brigantine is thus favored, and, in 
the name of my mistress, I would express our thanks.** 

As he ceased speaking, he bowed again with ceremonious 
gravity, as if all were equally strangers to him ; though the 
young men saw plainly that a smothered smile pUyed about a 
mouth that even they could not refuse the praise of being of 
rare and extraordinary attraction. 

'^ As we have but one mistress,'^ said Ludlow, ^ it is oar com* 
mon duty to wish to do her pleasure.** 

^ I understand yoo, Sir. It is scarce neceasary to say, how- 
ever, that the wife of George of Denmark has little authority 
here. Forbear, I pray you," he added quickly, observing that 
Ludlow was about to answer. ^ These interviews with the ser- 
yants of that lady are not unfrequent ; and as I know other 
matters have sent you hither, we will imagine all said thai a 
vigilant oflBcer and a most loyal subject could utter to an oot- 
Uw and a trifler with the regulations of the customs. That 
controverey must be settled between us under our canvas, and 
by virtue of our speed, or other professional qualities, at proper 
time and in a proper place. We will now touch on diflerent 
matters." 

^ I think the {[cntleman is right, Patroon. When mattera 
are ri|>e for the Exchequer there is no use in worrying the lungs 
with summing up the testimony, like a fee*d advocate. Twelve 
discnH't men, who ha%'e boweU of compassion for the viciwtiidea 
of trade, and who know how hard it is to earn, and how easy 
it is to sfiend, will deal with the subject better than all the idle 
talkers in the Provinces," 
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*^ When confronted to the twelve disinterested Daniels, I shall 
be hm to submit to their jadgment,*' rejoined the other, stilJ 
suffering the wilful smile to Hnger round his lips. '* You, Sir, 
I think, are called Mr. Myndert Van Beverout — ^To what fall in 
peltry, or what rise in markets, do I owe the honor of this visit f 

^It is said that some from this vessel were so bold as 
to land on my grounds, during the past night, without the 
knowledge and consent of their owner — ^you will observe the 
purport of our discourse, Mr. Van Staats, for it may yet come 
before the authorities — as I said, Sir, without their owner's 
knowledge, and that there were dealings in articles that are 
contraband of law, unless they enter the provinces purified and 
embellished by the air of the Queen's European dominions — ^God 
Mess Her Majesty I" 

" Amen. — That which quitteth the Water-Witch commonly 
comes purified by the air of many different regions. We are 
no laggards in movement, here; and the windi of Europe 
scarcely cease to blow upon our sails, before we scent the gales 
of America. But this is rather Exchequer matter, to be dis- 
CQssed before the twelve merciful burghers, than entertainment 
lor such a visit" 

** I open with the fiicts, that there may be no errors. But in 
addition to so foul an imputation on the credit of a merchant, 
there has a great calamity befallen me and my houi^'hold, during 
the past night The daughter and heiress of old Etienne de 
Barb^rie has left her abode, and we have reason to think that she 
has been deluded so fiir as to come hither. Faith and corres- 
pondence 1 Master Seadrift ; but I think this is exceeding the 
compass of even a trader in contraband ! I can make allowances 
for some errors in an account ; but wolnen can be exiK>rted and 
imported without duty, and when and where one pleases, and 
therefore the less necessity for running them out of their oh) 
Qnde's habitation in so secret a manner." 

** An undeniable position, and a feeling conclusion 1 I admit 
the demand to be made in all form, and I suppose these two 
gentlemen are to be considered as witnesses of its If-gality." 
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** We have come to aid a wronged and distressed relatiTe and 
guardian, in searching for his misguided ward," Ludlow answered. 

The free-trader turned his eyes on the Patroon, who signified 
his assent bj a silent bow. 

***Tis well, gentlemen; I also admit the testimonj. But 
though in common believed so wortlij a subject for justice, I 
have hitherto had but little direct communication with the blind 
deity. Do the authorities usually give credit to these charges 
without some evidence of their truth t" 

" Is it denied T 

" You are still in possession of your senses. Captain Ludlow, 
and may freely use them. But this is an artifice to divert pur- 
suit. There are other vessels besides the brigantine, and a car 
pricious fair may have sought a protector even under a pennant 
of Queen Anne T 

^ This is a truth that has been but too obvious to my mind, 
Mr. Van Beverout,** observed the sententious Patroon. '^It 
would have been well to have ascertained whether she we seek 
has not taken some less exceptionable course than this, before 
we hastily believe that your niece would so easily become the 
wife of a stranger." 

^ Has Mr. Van Staais any hidden meaning in his words, that 
he speaks ambiguously T' demanded Ludlow. 

** A man, conscious of his good intentions, has little occasion 
to s|)eak equivocally. I believe, with this reputed smuggler, 
that la belle Barberie would be more likelv to fiv with one she 
has long known, and whom I fear she has but too well esteemed, 
than with an utter stranger, over whose life there is cast a shade 
of so dark mvsterv." 

** If the iropres!<ion that the lady could yield her esteem with 
too little dfik'Tvtion be any excuse for suspicions, then may I ad- 
vise a sean*h in the manor of Kinderhook V* 

** (7<>nsont and joy ! Tlie girl ncH»d not have stolen to church 
to become the bri<le i)f Oluff Van Staats T interrupted the Al- 
denoan. ** She should have had my benediction on the match, 
and a fat gift to give it unction.*' 
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" These suspicions are bat natural, between men bent on tbe 
same object," resumed the free-trader. "The officer of the 
Queen thinks a glance of the eye, from a wilful fair, means ad- 
miration of broad lands and rich meadows ; and the lord of the 
manor distrusts the romance of warlike service, and the power 
of an imagination which roams the sea. Still may I a^k, what 
is there here, to tem}>t a proud and courted beauty to forget 
station, sex, and friends T 

** Caprice and vanity ! There is no answering for a woman*8 
mind ! Here we bring article^*, at great risk and heavy charges, 
firom the further Indies to please their ^cIoh, and they change 
their modes easier than the beaver casts his coat Their con- 
ceits sadly unsettle trade, and I know not why they may not 
causf^ a wilful girl to do any other act of folly." 

**• This reasoning seems conclusive with the uncle. Do the 
•oitors assent to its justice !" 

The Patroon of Kinderhook had stood gazing, long and ear- 
nestly, at the countenance of the extraordinary being who asked 
this question. A movement, which bespoke equally his con- 
viction and his regret, escaped him, but he continued silent 
Not so Ludlow. Of a more ardent tem|>orament, though equally 
sensible of the temptation which had caused Alida to err, and 
» keenly alive to all the conftoquenoe« to h<*rs<»lf, as well as to 
others, there was something of professional rivalry and of an 
official right to investigate, which still minixl<><l with his f(H'lin«r<«. 
IIo had found time to examine more clos^^lv the articli's that 
the cabin eontaine<l, and when their sins^ular host |>ut his ques- 
tion, he pointed, with an ironical but moumfiil smile, to a foot- 
st«M>I richly wrought in flowers of tints and shades so just as to 
seem natural. 

•* This is no work of a sail-maker's nee<lle !'' said the captain 
of the Coquette. " Other beauties have been induced to posa 
an idle hour in your gay residence, hanly mariner ; but s*H>ner 
or later, judgment will overtake the light-heeKnl craft-'* 

** On the wnd, or off", she mast some dav laij. as we seamen 
bare it I Captain Ludlow, I excuse some harshncf^s of coastmc- 
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don, that your language might imply ; for it becomes a com- 
missioned sen-ant of the crown to use freedom with one wb(\ 
like the lawless companion of the princely Hal, is but too apt to 
propose to ^ rob me the King^s Exchequer/ But, Sir, this bri* 
gantine and her character are little known to you. We have do 
need of truant damsels, to let us into the mystery of the sex's 
taste ; lor a female spirit guides all our humors, and imparts 
something of her delicacy to all our acts, even though it be the 
fashion among burghers to call them lawless. See,^* throwing 
a curtain carelessly aside, and exhibiting, behind it, variom 
articles of womanly employment, "" here are the offspring of both 
pencil and needle. The sorceress,*' touching the image on his 
breast, " will not be entertained, without some deference to her 
sex." 

" This af&ir must be arranged, I see, by a compromise,^ ob- 
•er%*ed the Alderman. *' By your leave, gentlemen, I will make 
proposals in private to this bold trader, who perhaps will listen 
to the oflTers I have to propose.^ 

^ Ah I This savors more of the spirit of trade than of that of 
the sea-goddess I serve," cried the other, causing his fingers to 
run lightly over the strings of the guitar. ^ Compromise and 
offers are sounds that become a burgher^s lips. My tricksy 
spirit, commit these gentlemen to the care of bold Thomas Tiller, 
while I confer with the merchant The character of Mr. Van 
Beverout, Captain Ludlow, will protect us both from the suspi* 
don of any dof^igns on the revenue !" 

Laughing at his own all anion, the free-trader signed to the 
boy, who had appeared from behind a curtain, to show the dis- 
appointed suitors of la bc^lle Barl/rie into another part of the 
vt»ss«»l. 

^ Foul tongues and calumnies ! Master S^adrifl, this unlawful 
manner of playing round basinrss, after accounts are settled and 
receipts f lasMnl, may loml to other \o^ besides that of character. 
The commander of the Coquette is not more than half satisfied 
of my ignorance of your mukloings in behalf of the customs, 
already ; and these jokes are like so many punches into a «moal< 
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deriog firo on a dark night They only give light, and cause 
people to see the clearer : — though, Heaven knows, no man has 
less reason to dread an inquiry into his affiiirs than myself! I 
dudlenge the hest aeoountant in the colonies to detect a false 
footing, or a doubtful entry, in any book I have, from the Memo- 
tandnm to the Ledger." 

'^ The Proverbs are not more sententious, nor the Psalms half 
as poetical, as your library. But why this secret parley f — ^The 
brigantine has a swept hold.'' 

^ Swept ! Brooms and Van Tromp ! Thou hast swept the 
pavihon of my niece of its mistress, no less than my purse of its 
Johannes. This is carrying a little innocent barter into a most 
forbidden commerce, and I hope the joke is to end before 
the affiiir gets to be sweetening to the tea of the Province 
gossips. Such a tale would affect the autumn importation of 
sugars r* 

** This is more vivid than clear. You have my laces and 
velvets ; my brocades and satins are already in the hands of the 
Manhattan dames ; and your furs and Johannes are safe where 
no boarding officer from the Coquette ^" 

^ Well, there is no nee<l of speaking-trumpets, to tell a man 
what he knows already, to his cost ! I should expect no less 
than bankruptcy from two or three such bargains, and you wish 
to add loss of character to loss of gold. Bulkheads have ean 
in a ship, as well as walb in houses. I wish no more sjud of 
the trifling traffic that has been between t». If I lose a thou- 
sand florins by the operation, I shall know how to be resigned. 
Patii*nce and afflictions ! Have I not buried as full-fed and 
promising a gelding this morning* as ever paced a pavement, 
and has any man heard a complaint from my lips ! I know 
bow to meet losses, I hope ; and so no more of an unlucky pur- 
chase.'' 

**' Truly, if it be not for trade, there » little in common be- 
tween the mariners of the brigantine and Alderman Van Bo- 
verottt" 

^ Tlie greater the necessity thou shouldst end this silly joke, 
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and restore his niece. I am not sure the af&ir can be at all 
settled with either of these hot-headed young men^ though I 
should even offer to throw in a few thousands more, by way 
of make-weight When female reputation gets a bad name in 
the market, *tis hanler to dispose of than falling stock ; and 
your young lords of manors and conunanders of cnuseni hare 
stomachs hke usurers ; no j)er oentage will satisfy them ; it 
must be all or nothing! There was no such foolery in tho 
days of thy worthy father ! The honest trafficker brought his 
cutter into port with as innocent a look as a mill- boat We 
had our discoursos on the qualities of his wares, when here was 
his price, and there was my gold. Odd or even ! It wa^ all 
a chance wliich had the best of the bargain. I was a thri^nng 
man in those days, ^f aster Seadrift ; but thy spirit seems the 
spirit of ext«)rtion it^^olf I" 

There was momentarily contempt on the lip of the hand- 
some smuggler, but it disap{)eared in an expression of e\ident 
and painful sadness. 

" Thou hast softone*! my heart, ere now, most liberal burgher,* 
he answered, ** by these allasions to my parent ; and many is 
the duubl(M)n that I have paid for his euK^gies.** 

" I speak as disinterestedly as a parson preaches ! What is a 
trifle of gold between friends ? Yes, there wan happiness in 
trade during the time of thy pretlecessor. He had a comely 
and a deceptive craft, that might be likened to an untrimmcd 
racer. There was motion in it, at need, and yet it had the air 
of a leisurely Amsterdammer. I have known an Exchequer 
cruiser hail him, and ask the news of the famous free-trader, 
with as little suspicion as he would have in s|>eaking the Lord 
nigh Admiral. There were no fi)oleriefl in his time ; no uih 
8«?emly hu>si(s stuck under his bowsprit, to put an honest man 
out of count cnnnce ; no high-fliers in sail and paint ; no singing 
and lutitii; — but nil was rational and gainful barter. Then, he 
was a man to lmll:i^t his boat with s<>m(*t1iing valuable. I have 
known him throw in fifty ankers of gin, iK-ithout a farthirg far 
freight when a bargain has been struck for the finer artidoa — 
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ajev and finish by landing them in England^ for a Hmall premiam, 
when the gift wba made r 

*^ lie d^sen'cs thy praise, grateful Alderman ; but to what 
oonclusion does this opening teud ?" 

*^ Well, if more gold must pa<^ between us,*' continued the 
n^luctant Myndert, "* we shall not waste time in counting it ; 
though. Heaven knows, Master Seadrifl, thou hast already 
drained mo dry. Losses have fallen heavy on roe, of Lit<>. 
There i;i a gelding, dead, that fifty Iloiland ducats will not 
it'plaee on the boom-key of Rotterdam, to say nothing of freight 
and charge^*, which come particularly heavy " 

** Speak to thy offer !" interrupted the other, who evidently 
wmhod to shorten the interview. 

** Restore the girl, and take fi ve-and-twenty thin pieces.** 

" llalf-price for a Flemish gelding ! La Belle would blush, 
with honest pride, did she know her value in the market V^ 

^ £xtortion and bowels of compassion I Let it be a hundred, 
and no further words between us." 

^ Harkee, Mr. Van Beverout ; that I sometimes trespass on 
the QueenV earnings is not to be denied, and least of all to 
you ; for I like neither this manner of ruling a nation by deputy, 
nor the principle which says that one bit of earth is to make 
laws for another. *Tls not my humor, sir, to wear an English 
cotton when my taste is for the Florentine ; nor to swallow 
beer, when I more relish the delicate win<*s of (Jascony. Beyond 
this, thou knowest I do not trifle, oven with fanciod rights ; and had 
I fifty of thy nieces, sacks of ducats should not purchase one !** 

The Alderman started in a manner that miirht have induced 
a spectator to l)elieve he was listening to an incomprehensible 
proposition. Still his companion s|H>ke with a warmth that 
gave him no small reason to b(>lieve he utt4*nMl no more tlum 
he ft*lt, and, inexplicable as it might prove, that he valui^i trea- 
sure k*S8 than feeling. 

" r)bKtinacy and extraviurance I" muttonnl My ndort ; " what 
use can a troubl4*some girl be to one of tliy habiu ? If tliou 
h«t deluded^** 
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"^ I have deluded none. The brigantine is not an Algerioe, to 
ask and take ransom.*^ 

^^ Then let it submit to what I believe it is jet a stranger. If 
thou hast not enticed my niece away, bj, Heaven knows, a most 
vain delusion ! let the vessel be searched. This will make the 
minds of the young men tranquil, and keep the treaty open 
between us, and the value of the article fixed in the market^ 

^ Freely : — but mark ! If certain bales containing worthloaa 
fan of martens and beavers, with other articles of thy colony 
trade, should discover the character of my correspondents, I 
stand exonerated of all breach of £uth.** 

*^ There is prudence in that Yes, there must be no imperti- 
nent eyes peeping into bales and packages. Well, I see. Master 
Seadrift, the impossibility of immediately coming to an under- 
standing ; and therefore I will quit thy vessel, for truly a mer- 
chant of reputation should have no unnecessary connexion with 
one so suspected.*' 

The free-trader smiled, partly in scorn, and yet much in sad- 
ness, and passed his fingers over the strings of the guitar. 

^ Show this worthy burgher to his friends, Zephyr,** he said ; 
and, bowing to the Alderman, he dismissed him in a manner 
that betrayed a singular compound of fi>oling. One quick to 
discover the traces of human passion, might have fimcied that 
regret, and even sorrow, wore blended with the natural or 
HSBumed reeklo^snoivs of the smuggler*s air and language. 
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CHAPTER XVL 



** Tht« vrin proTe a bmve kingdom to aie ; 
Where I thnll h«Te my raasic for nothing.** 



DuBiKO the time passed in the secret conference of the cabin, 
Ludlow and the Patroon were held in discourse on the quarter* 
deck by the hero of the India-«hawl. The dialo^e was profes- 
sional, as Van Staats maintained his ancient reputation for 
taciturnity. The appearance of Myndert, thoughtful, disap- 
pointed, and most evidently perplexed, caused the ideas of all to 
take a new direction. It is probable that the burgher believed 
he had not yet bid enough to tempt the free-trader to restore 
his niece ; for by his air it was apparent his mind was far from 
being satisfied that she was not in the vessel Still, when 
questioned by his companions concerning the result of his inter* 
view with the free-trader, for reasons best understood by himself 
he was fain to answer evasively. 

** Of one thing rest satisfied," he said ; " the misconception 
in this i;ffiiir will yet be explained, and Alida Barb^^ric return 
nnfettered, and with a character as free from blemish as the 
credit of the Van Stoppers of Holland. The fancifuMooking 
person in the cabin denies that my niece b here, and I am 
inclined to think the balance of truth is on his side. I confess, 
if one could jast look into the cabins, witliout the trouble of 
rummaging lockers and cargo, the statement would give moro 
satisfiiction ; but — hem — gentlemen, we must take the assertion 
on credit, ibr want of more sufficient security.** 

Ludlow looked at the cloud above tlie mouth of the Raritan, 
and hk hp curled in a smile. 
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"^ Let the wind hold here, at cast,^* he said, ^' and we shall aol 
our pleasure with both lockers and cabias/' 

" llist ! the worthy Master Tiller may overhear this threat — 
after all, I do not know whether prudence does not tell us to let 
the brigantine depart.** 

" Mr. Aldennan Van I>evorout," rejoined the captain, whose 
cheek had reddened to a glow, '' my duty must not be gauged 
by your affection for your niece. Though content that Alida 
Barberie should quit the country, like an article of vulgar 
commerce, the commander of this vess(>l must get a pass|iort of 
Her Majesty *s cruis.^r ore she again enter the high sea." 

^ Wilt say as much to the sea-gri'en lady f " asked the mari- 
ner of the shawl, suddenly apjiearing at his elbow. 

The question was so une\|)Ootod and so strange that it caused 
an involuntary start ; but, recovering his recollection on the in- 
stant, the young sailor haughtily replied — 

'* Or to any other monster thou canst conjure.** 

** We will take you at the word. There is no more certain 
method of knowing Uie past or the future, the quarter of the 
heavens from which tlie winds are to come, or the season of the 
hurricanes, than by putting a question to our mistress. She who 
knows so much of hidden matters may tell as what you wish to 
know. We will have her called by the usual summons.** 

Thas sayinir, the mariner of the shawl gravely quitted his 
guests, and d(':H'<>nded into the inferior cabins of the ve<«eL It 
was but a moment before there aroe sounds from some secret 
though not distant quarter of the brigantine, that caused, in 
some m<*aHure, both surprise and pleasure to Ludlow and the 
Patroon. Their companion had his motives for being insensible 
to either of th<*se em<ilions. 

A(U*T a short and rapid symphony, a wind-iastrument took 
up a wiKl Mniin, whiK' a linnian voice was a<^n heard chanting 
to the mu^K' words which were so nnich involved bv the com- 
|Misiti<>n of tli<* air, as to rendt*r it inijMKMihlo to tniC4* more than 
tliat tli«>ir burden was a sort of mysterious incantation of some 
ocean deity. 
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" Sqneaking and flutes ! " grumbled Myndert, ore the last 
sounds were fiurly ended. ^ This is downright heathenish ; and 
a plain-dealing man, who does business alK>vc-board, has good 
reason to wish himself honestly at church. What have we to 
do with land-witches, or water-witches, or any other witchcraft, 
that we stay in the brigantine, now it is known that my niece 
is not to be found aboard her ; and, moreover, even admitting 
that we were disposed to traffic, the craft has nothing in her 
that a man of Manhattan should want The deepest bog of thy 
manor, Patroon, is safer ground to tread on, than the deck of a 
Teasel that has got a reputation like that of this craft.*' 

The scenes of which he was a witnesw had produced their 
effect on Van Staats of Kinderhook. Of a slow imagination but 
of a powerful and vast frame, he was not easily excited, either 
to indulge in fanciful images, or to suffer personal apprehension. 
Only a few years had passed since men, who in other respects 
were enlightened, firmly believed in the existence of superna- 
tnral agencies in the control of the affairs of this life ; and though 
the New-Netherlanders had escaped the infiituation which pre- 
vailed so generally in the religious provinces of New England, a 
credulous superstition, of a loss active quality, possessed the 
minds of the most intelligent of the Dutch colonists, and even of 
their desoendanis so lately as in our own times. The art of 
divination was particuUrly in favor ; and it rarely happened, 
that any inexplicable event affected the fortunes or comforts of 
the good provincialistB, i^ithout tlieir hanng recourse to some 
one of the more renowned fortune-tellers of the country, for an 
exphination. Men of slow faculties love strong excitement, be- 
cause they are insensible to less powerful impulses, as men of 
hard heads 6nd most enjoyment in strong liquors. The Patroon 
was altogolher of thr shig^n^h cast ; and to him there was con- 
sequently a secret, but det'p pleasure, in his present situation. 

'- What im|iortant results may flow from tliis ad%'entttre, we 
know not, Mr. Alderman Van l^everout,^ returned Oloff Van 
SlaatB ; ^ and I ctmfess a desire to see and hear more, befSore 
we httxL This * Skimmer of the Seas* is altogether a difirrmt 





194 THE WATXR-WITOB. 

man from what our rmnors in the city have reported ; and, bjr 
remaining, we maj set public opinion nearer to the truth. I 
have heard my late venerable aunt " 

** Chunney-comers and traditions 1 The good lady was no 
bad customer of the^e gentry, Patroon ; and it is lucky tliat 
they got no more of thy inheritance, in the way of fees. Vou 
see the Lust in Riust against the mountain there ; well, all that 
is meant for the public is on the outside, and all that is intended 
for my own private gratification is kept within-doors. But 
hero is Captain Ludlow, who has matten of the Queen on hk 
hands, and the gentleman will find it disloyal to waste the 
moments in this juggling.'* 

'^ I confess the same desire to witness the end,** drily returned 
the commander of the Coquette. ^ The state of the wind pre- 
vents any immediate change in the positions of the two veaseb; 
and why not get a further insight into the extraordinary ch»> 
racter of those who belong to the brigantine T 

** Aye, there it is !** muttered the Alderman between his teeth. 
** Your insights and ontsights lead to all the troubles of lile. 
One is never snug with these fantastics, which trifle with a 
secret, Uke a fiy fluttering round a candle, until his wings get 
burnt" 

As his companions seemed resolved to stay, however, thera 
remained no alternative for the burgher but patience. Although 
apprehension of some indiscreet exposure was certainly the 
feeling uppermost in his mind, he was not entirely without 
some of the weakness which caused OlofT Van Staats to fisten 
and to gaze with so much obnous interest and secret awe. 
Even Ludlow, himself, felt more affected than he would have 
willingly owned, by the extraordinary situation in which ho 
was placed. No man is entirely insensible to the influenoo 
of sympathy, let it exert \t» |)ower in what manner it wiD. 
Of this the youncr sailor was tlie more conscious, through tho 
efiect tliat was produced on himself, by the grave exterior and 
attentive manner of all the mariners of the brigantine. He was 
a seaman of no mean accomplishments; and. among dhor 
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attainments that properly distinguish men of his profession, he 
had kamcd to know the country of a sailor, by those general 
and distinctive marks which form the principal difference be- 
tween men whose common pursuit has in so g^reat a degree 
created a common character. Intelligence, at that day, was 
confined to narrow Umits among those who dwelt on the ocean. 
Even the officer was but too apt to be one of rude and boister^ 
ons manners, of limited acquirements, and of deep and obstinate 
prejudices. No wonder, then, that the common man was, in 
general, ignorant of most of those opinions which gradually 
enlighten society. Ludlow had seen, on entering the vessel, 
that her crew was composed of men of difierent countries. Age 
and personal character seemed to have been more consulted, in 
their selection, than national distinctions. There was a Fin- 
lander, with a credulous and oval phy^^ignomy, sturdy but short 
frame, and a hght vacant eye; and a dark-skinned seaman 
of the Mediterranean, whose classical outline of feature was 
often dbturbed by uneasy and sensitive glances at the horizon. 
These two men had come and placed themselves near the 
group on the quarter-deck, when the last music was heard ; 
and Ludlow had ascribed the circunostance to a sensibility to 
melody, when the child Zephyr stole to their side, in a manner 
to show that more was meant by the movement than was 
apparent in the action itself. The appearance of Tiller, who 
mvited the party to reenter the cabin, explained its meaning, 
by showing that these men, like themselves, had business with 
the being, who, it was pretended, had so great an agency in 
controlling the fortunes of the briprantine. 

The party, who now passed into the little ante-room, was 
governed by very different sensations. The curit»ity of Luillow 
was lively, fearless, and a little minfrlo<l with an intori>st th.it 
might be termed profeanional ; while that of his two com- 
panions was not without some inward reverence for the myste- 
rious power of the sorceress. The two seamen manifested dull 
dependence, while the boy exhibited, in his ini^enuoas and half- 
tnrified countenance, most unequivocally the influence of childish 
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ftwe. 'fho mariner of the shawl was grave, silent, and, whaJ 
was unusual in his deportment, rcspectfuL After a mofncnt^s 
delay, the door of the inner apartment was opened bj Scadrift 
himself, and he signed for the whole to enter. 

A material change had been made in the arrangement of 
the principal cabin. The hght was entirely excluded from the 
stem, and the crimson curtain had been lowered before the 
alcove. A small window, whose effect was to throw a dim 
obscurity witliin, had been opened in the side. The objects on 
which its light fell strongest, received a soft coloring from the 
hues of the hangings. 

llie free-trader received his guests with a chastened air, bow- 
ing silently, and with less of levity in his mien than in the 
former inter\iew. Still Ludlow thought tliere Ungered a forced 
but sad smile about his handsome mouth; and tlie Patrooo 
gazed at his fine features, with the admiration that one might 
feel for the most favored of those who were believed to minis- 
ter at some supernatural shrine. The feelings of the Alderman 
were exhibited only by some half-suppressed murmurs of dis- 
content, that from time to time escaped him, notwithstanding 
a certain degree of reverence, that was gradually prevaihng over 
his ill-concealed dis.^^atisfaction. 

^ They tell me, you would s])eak with our mistress,*^ said the 
principal i)eraonage of the vessel, in a subdued voice. ** There 
are others, too, it would seem, who wish to seek counsel from 
her wisdom. It is now many months since we have had direct 
converse with her, though the book is ever open to all appli- 
cants for knowledge. You have ner\'cs for the meeting t^ 

"Her Majesty *H enemies have never reproached me with 
their want," resumed Ludlow, smiUng incredulously. " Proceed 
with your incantations, that we may know." 

" We are not necromanceis, sir, but faithful mariners, who 
do their mUtress^s pleasure. I know tiiat you are sceptical; 
but bolder men have confessed their mistakes, with less testi 
mony. Hist ! we are not alcftie. I hear the opening and shut* 
ting of the brigantino^s tnosoros." 
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The speaker then fell back nearly to the line in wbicb the 
otbcn had arranged themselves, and awaited the result in 
silence. The curtain rose to a low air on the same wind instru- 
ment ; and even Ludlow felt an emotion more powerful than 
interest, as he gazed on the object that was revealed to view. 

A female form, attired, as near as might be, like the figure- 
head of t!ie vessel, and standing in a similar attitude, occupied 
the centre of the alcove. As in tlie image, one hand held a 
book with its pnge turned towards the spectators, while a finger 
of the other pointed ahead, as if giving to the brigiintine its 
course. The sea-green drapery was floating behind, as if it felt 
the influence of the air ; and the face had the same dark and 
unearthly hue, with its malign and remarkable smile. 

Wlien the start and the firet gaze of astonishment were over, 
the Alderman and his companions glanced their eyes at each 
other in wonder. The smile on the look of the free-trader 
became less hidden, and it partook of triumph. 

** If any here has aught to say to the lady of our bark, let 
him now declare it. 8he has come far, at our call, and will 
not tarry long." 

^ I would then know,'' said Ludlow, drawing a heavy broath, 
like one recovering from some sudden and powerful sensation, 
** if she I seek be within the briinintine ?"' 

lie who acted the part of mediator in this extraordinary cere- 
mony, bowed and advanced to the book, which, witli an air 
of deep reverence, he consulted, reading, or api)earing to read, 
from its pages. 

** Ton are asked here, in return for that you inquire, if she 
yon seek is sought in sincerity ?" 

Ludlow reddeneil ; the manliness of the profession to which 
he belonged, however, overcame the reluctance natural to self- 
esteem ; and he answered, firmly — 

•* She is." 

•• But you are a mariner ; men of the sea plac^e their aflectiona, 
often, on the fabric in which they dwell. Is the attachment for 
her yoa seek stronger than love of wandering, of your ship. 
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your jouthful cxpcctataons, and the glory that forms a joang 
soldier's dreains !" 

The Commander of the Coquette hesitated After a moment 
ofpaasc, like that of self-examination, he said — 

" As much so, as may become a man." 

A cloud crossed the brow of his interrogator, who advanoed 
and again consulted the pages of the book. 

^ You are required to say, if a recent event has not disturbed 
your confidence in her you seek ?" 

" Disturbed — but not destroyed." 

The sea-green lady moved, and the pages of the mysteriooa 
volume trembled, as if eager to deliver their oracles. 

^ And could you repress curiosity, pride, and all the other 
sentiments of your sex, and seek her favor, without asking expla- 
nation, as before the occurrence of late events t*' 

** I would do much to gain a kind look from AUda de Bar- 
b^*rie; but the degraded spirit, of which you speak, would 
render me unworthy of her esteem. If I found her as I lost 
her, my life should be devoted to her happiness ; if not, to 
mourning that one so fair should have fallen T 

" Have you ever felt jealousy ?" 

^ Fir^t let roe know if I have cause ?^ cried the young man, 
advancing a sU}p towards the motionless form with an evident 
intent to look closer into its character. 

The hand of the mariner of the shawl arrested him, with the 
strength of a giant 

" None trosj)ass on the respect duo our mistress,*' coolly 
ol)ser\'ed the \igorous seaman, while he motioned to the other to 
retreat 

A fierce glance shot from his eye ; and then the recollection 
of his present helplessno»s came, in season, to restrain the reseat* 
ment of tlie ofliended ofllicer. 

** Have you ever felt jealousy ?*' continued his undisturbed 
inU'rrf>f»ator. 

" Would any love, that have not T 

A gentle respiration was heard in the cal^n, during the thon 
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|Mu»o tluit succeeded, though none could tell whence it came. 
The Alderman turned to n»gard the Patroon, as if he believed 
the sigh was his ; wliile tlie startled Ludlow looked curiously 
around him, at a loss to know who acknowledged, with so much 
•cnsibility, the truth of his reply. 

"Vour answers are well," resumed the free-trader, after a 
pause longer than usual Then, turning to Oloff Van Staais, he 
said, *' Whom, or what, do you seek ?'* 

^ We come on a common errand." 

** And do you seek in all sincerity f" 

•* I could winh to find." ^ 

^ You are rich in Unds and houses ; is she you seek dear to 
you as this wealth f" 

** I esteem them both, since one could not wish to tie a 
woman he admin*d to beggary.*' 

The Alderman hemmed so loud as to fill the cabin, and then, 
startled at his own interruption, he involuntarily bowed an 
apology to tlie motionless form in the alcove, and regained his 
composure. 

" Tliere is more of prudence than of ardor in your an«wor. 
Have you ever felt jealousy ?" 

** That has he !" eagerly exclaimed Myndert " Pve knowr 
the gentleman raving as a bear that has Kv^t its cub, when my 
niece has smiled, in church, for instance, though it were only in 
answer to a nod from an old lady. Philoftophy and com})osure, 
Patroon ! Who the devil knows but Alida may hear of this 
questioning ? — and then her French blood will boil, to find that 
your love has always gone as regtilarly as a town-clock." 

•* Could you receive her without inquiring into past events !" 

•* That would he^that would ho !" returned the Aldcnnan. 
** I answer for it, that Mr. Van Staats complios with all ouf^tigo- 
ments as pimctually as the best hou»e in Anisti*nlam itM*lf.*' 

The book again trembled, but it was with a wavidg and 
disMtisfied motion. 

** What is tliy will with our mistress !** denoanded the free- 
tvadar, of the fiur-haired sailor. 
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'' I have bargained with some of the dealers of my ooantiyi 
for a wind to carry the brigantine through the inlet^' 

" Gro. — ^The Water-Witch will sail when there is need ; — and 
your 

^ I wish to know whether a few skins I bought last night, for 
a private venture, will turn to good account ?'^ 

*^ Trust the sea-green lady for your profits. When did she 
ever let any &il in a bargain ! Child, what has brought thee 
hither t" 

The boy trembled, and a little time elapsed before he found 
resolution to answer. 

^ They tell me it is so queer to be upon the land V* 

" Sirrah ! thou hast been answered. When others go, then 
shalt go with them." 

*^ They say 'tis pleasant to taste the fruits from off the very 
trees " 

**Thou art answered.. Gentlemen, our mbtress departs. 
She knows that one among you has threatened her favorite 
brigantine with the anger of an earthly Queen ; but it it 
beneath her office to reply to threats so idle. Hark I her 
attendants are in waiting f** 

The wind instrument was once more heard, and the curtain 
slowly fell to its strains. A sudden and violent noise, resembling 
the opening and shutting of some massive door, succeeded — 
then all was still. When the sorceress had disappeared, the 
free-trader resumed his former ease of manner, seeming to speak 
and act more naturally. Alderman Van Beverout drew a long 
breath, like one relieved ; and even the mariner of the gay 
shawl stood in an ea*«ior and more reckless attitude than while 
in her presence. The two seamen and the child withdrew. 

** Few who woar that livery have ever before seen the lady of 
our brignntino/' continued the free-trader, addressing himself to 
Ludlow ; ** and it is proof that she has less aversion to your 
cruiser than she in common feels to most of the long pennants 
that are abroad on tlie water.'' 

** Thy mistres-«, thy vessel, and thyself^ are alike amusing T 
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retarned tbc young seaman, again smiling incredulously, and 
with some little official pride. ^ It will bo well, if you maintain 
this pleasantry much longer, at the expense of Her Majesty's 
customs." 

** We trust to the power of the Water Witch. She has 
adopted our brigantine as her abode, given it her name, and 
guides it with her hand. Twould be weak to doubt, when thus 
protected." 

" There may be occasion to try her virtues. Were she a 
q>irit of the deep waters, her robe would be blue. Nothing of 
a light draught can escape the Coquette ?" 

" Dost not know that the color of the soa differs in different 
climes ? Wo fear not, but you would have answers to your 
questions. Ilonest Tiller will carry you all to tlie land, and, in 
passing, the book may again be consulted. I doubt not she 
will leave us some further memorial of her visit" 

The free-trader then bowed, and retired behind the curtain, 
with the air of a sovereign dismissing his nsitors from an audi- 
ence ; though his eye glanced curiously behind him, as he dis- 
appeared, as if to trace the etfect which had been produced by 
the interview. Alderman Van Beverout and his friends were 
in the boat again, before a syllable was exchanged between them. 
They had followed the mariner of the shawl, in obedience to 
his signal ; and they quitted the side of the beautiful brigantine, 
like men who pondered on what they had just witnessed. 

Enough has been betrayed, in the course of the narrative, 
perhaps, to show, that Ludlow distrusted, though he could not 
avoid wondering at, what he had seen. Ho was not entirely 
free from the supeistition that was then so common among sea* 
men ; but his education and native g<MMl sense enabled him in 
a great measure to extricate \\U im:iixinali<m fD)m that love of 
the marvellous which is more or l«'ss (H)mm<>n to all He had 
fifty conjectures conceniing the moaning of what had passed and 
not one of them was true ; though each, at the instant, seemed 
to appease his curiosity, while it quickened his n'solution to pry 
ftuther into the aflUr. As for the Patroon of Kinderhook, the 

9* 
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present day was one of rare and unequalled pleasure. lie bad 
all the gratification which strong excitement can produce in slow 
natures ; and he neither wished a solution of his doubts, nor 
contemplated any investigation that might destroy so agreeable 
an illusion. His &ncy was full of the dark countenance of tho 
sorceress ; and when it did not dwell on a subject so unnatural, 
it saw tho handsome features, ambiguous smile, and attractire 
ur, of her scarcely less admirable minister. 

As the boat got to a little distance from the vessel, Tiller 
stood erect, and ran his eye complacently over the perfection of 
her hull and rigging. 

^Our mistress has equipped and sent upon the wide and 
unbeaten sea, many a bark,** he said ; ^ but never a lovelier than 
our own ! — Captain Ludlow, there has been some double-dealing 
between us ; but that which is to follow, shall depend on our 
skill, our seamanship, and our heels. You serve Queen Anne, 
and I the sea-green lady. Let each be true to his mistress, 
and Heaven preserve the deserving ! — Wilt see the book before 
we make the trial t'' 

Ludlow intimated his assent, and the boat approached tho 
figure-head. It was impossible to prevent the feeling which 
each of our three adventurers, not excepting the Alderman, 
felt when they came in full view of the motionless image. The 
nipterious countenance a|)poared endowed with thought, and 
the malign smile seemed still more ironical than before. 

^* The first question was yours, and yours must be the first 
answered,** said Tiller, motioning for Ludlow to consult the page 
which was open. ** Our mistress deals chiefly in verses from the 
old writer whose thoughts are almost as common to us all as to 
human nature." 

" What means thi<* ?** said Ludlow, hastily — 

** She. Clavdlo, that jroa wmnfrd. lonk yoo iwloiv 

— lovr her. Aagelo ; 
t hftT« eoafbaMd her. apd I kaow her virtac.** 

** These are phun words; but I would rather that anotiier 
priest should shrive her whom I love !" 
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^ Hist ! — Young blood u swift and quickly heated Our lady 
of the bark will not relish hot speech, over her oracles. — 
Come, Master Patroon, turn the page with the rattan, and see 
what fortune will give." 

Oloff Van Staats raised his powerful arm, with the hesitation, 
and yet with the curiosity of a girl It was easy to read in his 
eye the pleasure his heavy nature felt in the excitement ; yet it 
was easy to detect the misg^ivings of an erroneous education, 
by the seriousness of all the other members of his countenance. 
He read aloud — 

** 1 btva m motion inveh imports yoor good ; 
Wtiereto, If yoa'll • wUUng ear Incliae, 
Wliat'i mine It yoara, aad what it yuun ii mioe.— 
80 bring tu to our palice, whore we'U tliow. 
What*! yet belkind, that*t meet yon all thoold kaow.** 

MKAivas roR IIiaicrb. 

^Fair-dealing, and fairer speech! 'What's yours is mine, 
and what is mine is yours,^ is Measure for Measure, truly, Pa- 
troon r cried the Alderman. *i A more equitable bargain cannot 
be made, when the assets are of ctjual value. Here is encou- 
ragement, in good sooth ; and now, Master Mariner, we will 
land and proceed to the Last in Kust, which roust l)e tlio place 
meant in the verses. * What's yet bc^hinJ,' must be Alido, the 
tormenting baggage! who has been playing hide-and-soek with 
us, for no other reason than to sati>fy her womanish vanity, by 
showing how uncomfortable she could make three grave and 
responsible men. Let the boat go, M:L<(ter Tiller, since that 
IB thy name ; and many thanks for tliy civilities.'' 

** Twould give grave offence to leave the lady, without know- 
ing all she has to say. The answer now concerns you, worthy 
Alderman ; and the rattan will do its turn, in your hand, as 
well as in that of another.*' 

*^ I despise a pitiful curiosity, and content myself with know- 
ing what chance and giKxl luck tench," returned Myndert 
** There are men in Manhattan ever prying into their neigh- 
boiB* credit, like frogs lying with their noses oat of water ; but 
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it ia enough for me to know the state of my books, with some 
insight into that of the market** 

^ It will not do. — ^This may appease a quiet conscience, Hke 
your own, Sir ; but we of the brigantine may not triHe with 
our mistress. One touch of the rattan will tell you whether 
these visits to the Water-Witch are likely to prove to your 
advantage." 

Myudert wavered. It has been said, that like most others 
of his origin in the colony, he had a secret leaning to the art of 
divination : and the words of the hero of the shawl contained 
a flattering allusion to the profits of his secret commerce. lie 
took the offered stick, and, by the time the page was turned, his 
eyes were ready enough to consult its contents. There was but 
a Une, which was also quoted as coming from the well-known 
comedy of * Measure for Measure.' 

*' Procbim It, ProTVMt, rowid abimt Om city.** 

In his eagerness Myndert read the oracle aloud; then he 
sank into his seat, affecting to Liugh at the whole as a childish 
and vain conceit 

'^Proclamation me no proclamations! Is it a time of 
hostilities, or of public danger, that one should go shouting with 
his tidings through the streets ? Measure for measure, truly I 
Harkee, Master Tiller, this sea-green trull of thine is no better 
than she should be ; and unless she mend her manner of deahng, 
no honest man will be found wilUni; to be seen in her company. 
I am no believer in necromancy — though the inlet has certainly 
opened this year altogether in an unusual manner — and there- 
fore I put little faith in her words ; but as for saying aught of 
me or mine, in town or country, Holland or America, that can 
shake my credit, why I defy her ! Still, I would not willingly 
have any idle stories to contradict; and I shall conclude by 
sayins^, you will do well to stop her mouth.** 

** Stop a hurricane, or a tornado ! Truth will come in her 
book, and he that reads must expi^ct to see it — Captain Ladk>w, 
yon are master of your movements again ; for the inlet b no 
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loager between you and your cruiser. Behind yon hillock is the 
boat and crew you missed. The latter expect you. And now, 
gentlemen, we leave the rest to the green Iady*8 guidance, our 
own good skill, and the winds ! I salute you." 

The moment his companions were on the shore, the hero of 
the shawl caused his boat to quit it; and in less than ^ve 
minutes it was seen swinging by its tackles at the stern of the 
brigantineL 
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cnApTER xvn. 

*^ Uka Arion on the dolphin** back, 

1 Mw hin bold ae<|iulalaBce with the wiivea, 
80 loog as 1 coald Me.** 

Taaparr. 

TnsBK was one curious though half-confounded ohserver of all 
that passed in and around the Cove, on the morning in question. 
This penonage was no other than the slave called Bonnie, who 
was the factotum of his master, over the demesnes of the Lust 
in Rust, during the time when the presence of the Ahlerman 
was required in the city ; which was, in truth, at least four fifths 
of the year. Responsibility and confidence had produced their 
effect on this negro, as on more cultivaUnl minds. He had been 
used to act in situations of care ; and practice had produced a 
habit of vigilance and obst^rvation, that was not common in 
men of his unfortunate condition. There is no moral truth 
more certain, than that men, when once accustomed to this spe- 
cies of domination, as readily submit tlieir minds, as their bodies, 
to tlie control of othora. Thus it is, that we see entire nations 
maintaining so many erroneous maxims, merely because it has 
suited the interests of those who do the thinking, to give 
fortli these diiladcs to their followers. Fortunately, however, lor 
the improvement of the race and the advancement of truth, it 
is only necessary to give a man an opportunity to exercise his 
natural (acuities, in order to make him a reflecting, and, in 
some degree, an indei)endent being. Such, though to a very 
hmitcd extent certainly, had been the consequence, in the 
instance of the slave just mentioned. 

How far Bonnie had been concerned in the proceedings 
between his master and the mariners of the brigantine, it is 
onneoQBsary to say. Little passed at the villa, of which ho 



TUK WATBR-WITOH. 20t 

ignorant ; and as curiofiity, onoe awakened, increases its own 
desire for indulgence, could he have had bis wish, little would 
have passed anywhere near him, witliout his knowing something 
of its nature and import He had seen, while seemingly 
employed with his hoe in the garden of the Alderman, the trio 
conveyed by Erasmus across the inlet ; had watched tlie 
manner in which they followed its margin to the shade of the 
oak, and had seen them enter the brigantine, as related. That 
tills extraordinary visit on board a vessel which was in common 
shrouded by so much mptery, had given rise to much and 
unusual reflection in the mind of the black, was apparent by the 
manner in which he so often paa^ in his labor, and stood 
leaning on the handle of his hoe. He had never known his 
master so far overstep his usual caution as to quit the dwelling, 
during the occasional visits of the Free-trader ; yet he had now 
gone as it were into the very jaws of the lion, accompanied by 
the commander of a royal cruiser. No wonder, then, that the 
vigilance of the negro became still more acti%'e, and that not 
even the slightest circumstance was suffered to escape his 
admiring eye. During the whole time consumed by the ^nsit 
related in the preceding chapter, not a minute had been suffered 
to pass without an inquiring look in the direction, either of the 
brigantine or of the adjacent shore. 

It is scarcely necessary to say how keen the attention of the 
•lave became, when his master and his companions were seen 
to return to the land. They immediately ascended to the foot 
of the oak, where there was a long and apparently a serious 
conference between them. During this consultation, the negro 
never suffered his gaze, for an instant, to alter its direction. 
Indeed he scarcely drew breath, until tlie whole party quitted 
the spot together, and buried themselves in the thicket that 
eovered the cape, taking the direction of its outer or northern 
extremity, instead of retiring by the shore of the Cove, towards 
the inlet Then Bonnie reA{>ired heavily, and began to look 
about him at the other objects that properly belongini to the 
interaK of the seene. 



»7 / 
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The brigantine had run up lier boat, and she now laj, 
when first seen, a motionless, beautiful, and exquisitely graceful 
fabric, without the smallest s\frn about her of an intention to 
move, or indeed without exhibiting any other proof^ except in 
her admirable order and symmetry, that any of human powen 
dwelt within her hull. The royal cruiser, though larger and of 
far less aerial mould and fashion, presented the same picture of 
repose. The distance between the two was about a league ; and 
Bonnie wa<« sufficiently familiar with the formation of the land 
and the position of the vessels, to be quite aware that this 
inactivity on the part of those whose duty it was to protect the 
rights of the Queen, proceeded from their utter ignorance of 
the proximity of their neighbor. The thicket which bounded 
the Cove, and the growth of oaks and pines that stretched along 
the narrow sandy spit of land quite to its extremity, sufficiently 
accoimted for the fact The negro, therefore, after gazing for 
several minutes at the two immovable vessels, turned his eye 
askance on the earth, shook his head, and burst into a laugh, 
which was so noisy that it caused his sable partner to thrust 
her vacant and circular countenance through an open window 
of the scullery of the villa, to demand the reason of a merriment 
that to her fiiithful feelings appeared to be a little unsocial. 

" Uoy ! you alway* keep 'e queer t*ing to heseH Bonnie^ 
but r* cried the vixen, ** I'm werry glad to see old bones like a 
hoe ; an* I wonner' dere ar' time to laugh, wid *e garden full 
of weed ?' 

^ Grach T exclaimed the negro, stretching out an arm in a 
forensic attitude ; *' what a black woman know of politic I If a 
hab time to talk, better cook a dinner. Tell one t*ing, Phyllis^ 
and that be dis ; vy 'e ship of Captain Ludlow no lif 'e anchor, 
an^ come take dis rogue in *e Cove f can a tell dat much, or no t 
— if no, let a man, who understand hos<>lf, laui;h much as he 
like. A little fun no harm Queen Anne nor kill 'e GubbenorT 

*^ All work and no sleep make old bone ache, Bonnie, but!** 
vetumed the consort "Ten o*clock — twelve o'clock — ^t*ree 
o*clock« and no bed ; veil I see 'e son afore a black fool pat *e 
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bead on a pillow ! — An' noir a hoe go all ^e same as if he sleep 
a ten hoar. Masser Mjn'crt got a heart, and he no wish to 
kill he (leople wid work, or old Phyllis war' dead, fiflj year, 
next winter.'' 

" I t'ink a wench's tongue nebber satisfy I What for tell a 
whole world when l^nnie go to bed ? lie sleep for heseif^ and 
he no sleep for 'e neighborhood ! Dere I A man can't t'ink 
of ebery t'ing in a minute. Here a ribbon long enough to hang 
heself — take him and den rcmem'er, Phyllis, dat you be 'e wife 
of a man who hab care on he shourer." 

Bonnie then set up another laugh, in which his partner, 
having quitted her scullery to seize the gift, wliich in its colors 
resembled the skin of a garter-snake, did not fail to join through 
mere excess of animal delight The effect of the gift, however, 
was to leave the negro to make his observations, without any 
farther interruption from one who was a little too apt to disturb 
his solitude. 

A boat was now seen to pull out from among the bushes that 
lined the shore ; and Bonnie was enabled to distinguish, in its 
stem-sheets, the persons of his master, Ludlow, and Uie Patroon. 
lie had been acquainted with the seizure of the Coquette's 
barge the preceding night, and with tlie confinement of the crew. 
Its ap]>earance in that place, therefore, occasioned no new sur- 
prise. But tlie time which passed while the men were rowing up 
to the sloop of war, was filled with minutes of increasing inte- 
rest The black abandoned his hoe, and took a ]>osition on the 
side of the mountain that gave him a view of the whole bny. 
So long as the mysteries of the Lust in Rust had been confined 
to the ordinary combinations of a secret trade, he hail Ixhmi 
fully able to comprehend them ; but now that there apparently 
existed an alliance so unnatural as one betwiM^n his mantiT and 
tlie cruis(T of the crown, he felt the neci»Ksity of double olx^er- 
vation and of greater thoui^ht 

A far more enlii;htened mind than that of the l^lavo mi«;lit 
havo been excitetl by the ex)>ectation, and tlie objects which 
now presented tliemselves, especially if sufficiently prepared fui 
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events, by a knowledge of the two vessels in sight Though 
the wind still hung at east, the cloud above the mouth of the 
Raritan at length began to rise. 'The broad fleeces of white 
vapor, that had lain the whole morning over the continent, were 
rapidly uniting ; and they formed already a dark and dense 
mass, that floated in the bottom of the estuary, threatening 
shortly to roll over the whole of its wide waters. The air was 
getting lighter, and variable ; and while the wash of the surf 
sounded still more audible, its roll upon the beach was less 
regular than in the earlier hours of the day. Such was the 
state of the two elements, when the boat touched the side of 
the ship. In a minute it was hanging by its tackles, high in 
the air ; then it disappeared in the bosom of the dark mass. 

It far exceeded the intelligence of Bonnie to detect, now, any 
further signs of preparation in either of the two vessels which 
absorbed the whole of his attention. They appeared to him to 
be alike without motion, and equally without |)eople. There 
were, it is true, a few specks in the rigging of the Coquette, 
which might be seen; but the distance prevented him from 
being sure of the fact ; and admitting them to be seamen 
busied aloft, there were no visible coa^equences of their presence, 
that his uninstructed eye could trace. In a minute or two, even 
tliese scattered s|)ecks were seen no longer ; though the atten« 
tive black thought that the mast-heads and the rigging beneath 
the tops thickened, as if surrounded by more than their usual 
mazes of ropes. At that moment of suspense, the cloud over 
the Raritan emitted a flash. This seemed to be a signal for tbo 
cruiser ; for when the eye of Bonnie, which had been directed 
to the heavens, returned towards the ship, he saw that she had 
opened and hoisted her three tojwaiLs, seemingly with as Utile 
exertion as an eagle would have spread his wings. The ship 
now became uneasy ; for the wind came in puffs, and the vessel 
rolled lightly, as if struggling to extricate itself from the hold of 
its anchor ; and precisely at the moment when the shift of wind 
was felt, and the breeze came from the cloud in the west, the 
cruiser whiried away from its constrained position, and appear- 
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hig for a short space restless as a steed that had broken from its 
fastenings, it came np heavily to the wind, and lay balanced by 
the action of its sails. There was another minute or two 
of seeming inactivity, after which the broad surfaces of the top- 
sails were brought in parallel lines. One white sheet was 
spread after another upon the fabric ; and Bonnie saw that the 
Coquette, the swiftest cruiser of the crown in those seas, was 
dashing out from the land under a cloud of canvas. 

All this time the brigantine in the Cove lay quietly at her 
anchor. When the wind shifted, the light hull swang with 
its currents, and the image of the sea-green lady was seen offers 
ing her dark cheek to be fanned by the breeze. But she alone 
seemeil to watch over the fortunes of her followers ; for no other 
eye could be seen looking out on the danger that began so 
seriously to threaten them, both from the heavens, and from a 
more certain and intelligible foe. 

As the wind was fresh, though unsteady, the Coquette moved 
through the water with a velocity tliat did no discredit to her 
reputation for speed. At first it seemed to be the intention 
of the royal cruiser to round the cape, and gain an offing in the 
open sea, for her head was directed northwardly ; but no sooner 
hail she cleared the cune of the little bight which, from it» sha{>e, 
is known by the name of the llor^ Slice, than she was seen 
shooting directly into the eye of the wind, and falling ofiT with 
the graceful and easy motion of a ship in stays, her head look- 
ing towards the Lust in RusL Hor design on the notorious 
dealer in contraband was now too evident to adroit of doubt 

Still, the Water-Witch betrayed no symptoms of alarm. The 
meaning eye of the image seemed to study the motions of her 
adversary with all the understanding of an intelligent being ; 
and occasionally the brigantine turned slightly in the varying 
currents of the air, as if volition directed the movements of the 
little fiftbric. These chanires re^^mbled the quick and slight 
movements of the hounds a^ he lifts his head in his lair, to 
listen to soma distant sound, or to scent some pas>ang taint 
b thegak« 
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In the meantime, the approach of the ship was so swift as to 
cause the Degro to shake his head with a meaning that exceeded 
even his usually important look. Everything was propitious to 
her progress ; and as the water of the Cove, during the periods 
that the inlet remained open, was known to be of a sufficient 
depth to admit of her entrance, the faithful Bonnie b^an 
to anticipate a severe blow to the future fortunes of his master. 
The only hope that he could {)erceive for the escape of the 
smuggler, was in the changes of the heavens. 

Although the threatening cloud had now quitted the mouth 
of the Raritan, and was rolling eastward with fearful velocity, it 
had not yet broken* The air had the unnatural and heated 
appearance which precedes a gust ; but, with the exception of a 
few Lirge drop, that fell seemingly from a clear sky, it was as 
yet what is called a dry squall. The water of the bay was occa- 
sionally dark, angry, and green; and there were moments 
when it would a]>))ear as if heavy currents of air descended to its 
surface, wantonly to try their power on the sister element. 
Notwithstanding Uiese sinister omens, the Coquette stood on her 
course, without lessening the wide surfaces of her canvas by 
a single inch. Tlioy who governed her movements were no 
men of the hay Levant, nor of the mild waters of the Mediterra* 
nean, to tear their hair, and call on saints to stand between 
their helplessness and harm ; but mariners trained in a boiste- 
rous sea, and accw^tomed to place their first dependence on their 
own good manhood, aid^nl by the vigilance and skill of a long 
and severely exercised ex|)orience. A hundred eyes on board 
that cruiser watched the advance of the rolling cloud, or looked 
U})on the play of li<j:ht and shade, Uiat caused the color of the 
water to vary ; but it was st4.'adily, and with an entire de|)eti« 
dcnce on tlie discretion of the young officer who controlled the 
movements of the ship. 

Ludlow him<M4f paot'd the deck with all liLs usual composure, 
so far as mi«;ht b.« s>hm) by external sii^is ; though in reality his 
mind wa4 agitat4.*d by feelin<vs that were fortMgn to the duties of 
his station. lie, too, had thrown occasional glances at the 
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approachiDg squall, but his eye was far ofiener riveted on 
the motionless brigantine, which was now distinctly to be seen 
from the deck of tlie Coquette, still riding at her anchor. The 
cry of ** a stranger in the Ck)ve !'' which a few minutes before 
came out of one of the tops, caused no surprise in the com- 
mander ; while the crew, wondering but obedient, began for 
tlio first time to perceive the object of their strange manoeuvres. 
Even the officer next in authority to the captain had not pre- 
Mimed to make any inquiry, thoup^h now that the object of 
their search was so evidently in view, he felt emboldened to 
presume on his rank, and to venture a remark. 

'^It IS a sweet craft P said the staid lieutenant, yielding to an 
admiration natural to his habits, ^ and one that might serve as 
a yacht for the Queen ! This is some trifler with the revenue, 
or perhaps a buccaneer from the islands. The fellow shows no 
ensign r 

^ Give him notice, sir, that he has to do with one who bears 
the royal commission,*^ returned Ludlow, speaking from habit, 
and half unconscious of what he said. ** We must teach these 
rovers to respect a jjennant.'' 

The report of the cannon startled the absent man, and 
caused him to remember the order. 

** Was that gun shotted T' he asked, in a tone that sounded 
like rebuke. 

" Shotted, but pointed wide, sir ; merely a broad hint We 
are no dealers in dumb show in the Coquette, Captain Lud- 
k>w.*' 

** I would not injure the vessel, even should it prove a bucca- 
neer. Be careful that nothing strikes her, without an ordor."^ 

"Aye, 'twill be well to take the beauty alive. Sir; so pretty 
m boat should not be broken up, like an old hulk. Ua ! Uioro 
goes his bunting, at last ! He sliows a white tiold — can the 
fellow be a Frenchman, after all T* 

The lieutenant took a glass, and for a moment applie<l it to 
hk eye with the usual steadiness, llien he suflered the instm- 
ment to (ail, and it would seem that he endeavored to recall tbc 
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diflferent flags that he had seen dming {he experienee of manj 
years. 

^This joker should oome from some terra inoognita," he 
said. " Here is a woman in his field, with an ugly countenance, 
too, unless the glass play me false — as I live, the rogue has her 
counterpart for a figure-head I — \^11 you look at the ladies, 
Sirr 

Ludlow took the glass, and it was not without curiosity that 
he turned it towards the colon the hardy smuggler dared to ex* 
hibit in presence of a cruiser. The vessels were, by this time, 
sufficiently near each other to enable him to distinguish tbe 
swarthy features and mahgn smile of the sea-green lady, whose 
form was wrought in the field of the ensign, with the same ait 
as that which he had seen so often displayed in other parts of 
the briganthie. Amazed at the daring of the free-trader, be 
returned the glass, and continued to pace the deck in silence. 
There stood near the two speakers an officer whose head and 
form began to show the influence of time, and who, from his 
position, had unavoidably been an auditor of what passed. 
Though the eye of this person, who was the sailing-master of 
the sloop, was rarely off the threatening doud, except to glance 
along the wide show of canvas that was spread, he found a mo- 
ment to take a look at the stranger. 

*'A half-riirs^d brig, with her fore-top-gallant-mast Added 
abaft, a double martingale, and a standing gaft,** observed the 
methodical and technical mariner, as another would have re> 
counted the peculiarities of complexion or of feature in some 
individual who was the subject of a personal description. *^ The 
rogue has no need of showing his brazen-fiiced trull to be known I 
I chased him, for six-and-thirty hours, in the chops of 8t 
George^s, no later than the last season ; aTid the fellow ran about 
us, like a dolphin playing under a shifiV for^-foot. We had him 
now on our weather Ik>w, and now crossing our course, and, 
once in a while in our wako, as if he had l)oen a Mother Carey^s 
chicken looking for our crumbs. lie soems snug enough in that 
oo««, to be sure, yet V\l wager the pay of any month in (he 
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twelve, that he gives us the slip. Captain Ludlow, the brigan- 
tine under our lee here, in Spermaceti, is the well-known Skim- 
mer of the Seas !^ 

^ The Skimmer of the Seas !^ echoed twenty voices, in a man- 
ner to show the interest created by the unexpected information. 

^ ril swear to his character before any Admiralty Judge in 
England or even in France, should there be occasion to go into 
an outlandish court — but no need of an oath, when here is a 
written account I took, with my own hands, having the chase 
in pkin view, at noon-day.^ While speaking, the sailing-master 
drew a tobacco-box from his pocket, and removing a coil of pig- 
tail, he came to a deposit of memorandums that vied with the 
weed itself in color. *' Now, gentlemen,** he continued, ^ you 
shall have her build, as justly as if the master-carpenter had laid 
it down with his rule. * Remember to bring a muff of marten's 
fur from America, for Mrs. Trysail — buy it in London, and 
swear* — ttus is not the paper — I let your boy, Mr. Lu^ stow 
away the last entry of tobacco for me, and the young dog has 
disturbed every document I own. This is the way the govern- 
ment accounts get jammed, when Parliament wants to overhaul 
them. But I suppose young blood will have its run ! I let a 
monkey into a church of a Saturday night myself, when a young- 
ster, and he made such stowage of the prayer-books that the 
whole parish was by the ears for six months ; and there la one 
quarrel between two old ladies that has not been made up to 
this hour. — Ah ! here we have it : — * Skinmicr of the Seas. — 
Full-rigged forward, with fore-and-aft mainsail abaft ; a gaff-top- 
sail ; taut in his spars, with light top-hamper ; neat in his gear, 
as any beauty — Carries a ring-tail in light weather ; main-boom 
like a frigate*<-topsail-yard, with a main-top-mast-HtAy-cail as big 
as a jib. Low in the water, with a woman tigure-hoad ; carries 
sul more like a devil than a human being, and lie^ within four 
and a half points, when jammed up hard on a wind.' Ilere are 
Boarks by which one of Queen Anne's maids of honor might 
know the rogue ; and there you see them all, as plainly as hu- 
man nature can show them in a ship V* 
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^ The Skiminer of the Seas !" repeated the young offioen, 
who had crowded around the veteran tar, to hear this charao* 
teristic description of the notorious free-trader. 

^ Skimmer or flyer, we have him now, dead under our lee, 
with a sandy beach on three of his sides, and the wind in his 
eye T cried the first-lieutenant. ^ Vou shall have an opportu* 
nitj. Master Trysail, of correcting }our account by actual mea- 
surement" 

The sailing-master shook his heA«l, like one who doubted, and 
again turned his eye on the approaching cloud. 

The Coquette, by this time, had run so &r as to have tho 
entrance of the Cove open ; and she was separated from her 
object only by a distiwce of a few cablese-length. In obedience 
to an order given by Ludlow, all the light canvas of the slup 
was taken in, and tlie vessel was left under her three topsuls 
and jib. There remained, however, a question as to the chan- 
nel ; for it was not usiud for ships of the Coquette^s draught to 
be seen in that quarter of the bay, and the threatening state 
of the weather rendered caution doubly necessary. The pilot 
shrank from a rc8{K)nsibility which did not properly belong to 
his oflScc, since the ordinary navigation had no concern with that 
secluded place ; and even Ludlow, stimulated as he was by so 
many powerful motives, hesitated to incur a risk which greatly 
exceeded his duty. There was something so remarkable in the 
apparent security of the smuggler, tliat it naturally led to the 
belief he was certain of being protected by some known obsCade, 
and it was decided to sound before the ship was hazarded. Ad 
offer to carry the free-trader with the boaU, though plausible id 
itself, and perhaps the wisest courM of all, was rejected by the 
commander, on an evasive plea of its being of uncertain issue, 
tliough, in truth, because he felt an interest in one whom be 
believed the brignntiiie to contain, which entirely forbade the 
idea of making tlie vessel tlio scene of so violent a struggle. A 
yawl was tht>n>fore lowered into the water, the raain-top-sail of 
tho ship wan tlirown to the mast ; and Ludlow himself, aooom- 
panied by the pilot and the master, proceeded to aaoertaio tiie 
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best approach to the smuggler. A flash of lightning, with one 
of those thunder-claps that are wont to be more t^irriflc on this 
continent than in the other hemisphere, warned tho young mari« 
ner of the necessity of haste, if he would regain hb ship before 
the cloud, which still threatened them, should reach the spot 
where she lay. The boat pulled briskly into the Cove, both the 
master and the pilot sounding on each side, as fast as the leads 
could be cast from their hands and recovered. 

^This willdo,^ said Ludlow, when they hail ascertained that 
they could enter. '^ I would lay the ship as close as possible to 
tlie brigantine, for I distrust her quiet Wo will go nearer.** 

'^ A brazen witch, and one whose saucy eye and pert figure 
might lead any honest mariner into contraband, or even into a 
sea-robbery !** half-whispered Trysail, perhaps afraid to trust his 
voice within hearing of a creature that seemed almost endowed 
i*ith the faculties of life. ** Aye, this is the hassy ! I know her 
by the book, and her green jacket ! But where are her people t 
The vessel is as quiet as the royal vault on a coronation day, 
when the last king and those who went before him commonly 
have the place to themselves. Here would be a pretty occasion 
to throw a boat's crew on her decks, and haul down yon impu- 
dent ensign, which bears the likeness of this wicked lady so 
bravely in the air, if " 

** If what ?** asked Ludlow, struck with the pUusible character 
of the proposal. 

** Why, if one were sure of the nature of such a minx, Sir ; 
for to own the truth, I would rather deal with a regularly-built 
Frenchmao, who showed his guns honestly, and kept such a 
jabbering aboard that one might tell his Ix^ariiigs in the dark. 
— ^The creature sj)oke T 

Ludlow did not reply, for a heavy crash of thunder succeeded 
the vivid glow of a flash of lightning, and glared so suddenly 
across tlie swarthy lineaments ns to draw the involuntary 
exclamation from Tr>'9ail. Tlie intimation that came from tb« 
rkrad was not to lie disregarded. The wind, which had so long 
varied, began to be heard in the rigging of the silent brigandne : 

10 



• 
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and the two elements exhibited unequivocal evidence, in thou 
menacing and fitful colors, of the near approach of the gust 
The young sailor, with an absorbing interest, turned his ejen 
on his ship. The yards were on the caps, the bellying canrai 
was fluttering far to leeward, and twenty or thirty human 
forms on each spar, showed tliat the nimble-fingered topmen 
were gathering in and knotting the sails down to a close reef. 

" Give way, men, for your lives T cried the excited Ludlow. 

A single dash of the oars was heard, and the yawl was 
already twenty feet from the mysterious image. Then followed 
a desperate struggle to regain the cruiser, ere the gust should 
strike her. The sullen murmur of the wind, rushing through 
the rigging of the ship, was audible some time before they 
reached her side ; and the struggles between the fabric and the 
elements were at moments so violent, as to cause the young 
commander to fear he would be too late. 

The foot of Ludlow touched the deck of the Coquette at the 
instant the weight of tlie squall fell upon her sails. He no 
longor thought of any interest but that of the moment ; with aO 
the feelings of a seaman, his mind was now full of his ship. 

** Let run eveiything !'' shouted the ready officer, in a voice 
tliat made ib^elf heard above the roar of the wind. ^^Clue 
down, and hand ! Away aloft, you topmen ! — lay out ! — ^furl 
away r* 

These orders were given in rapid succession, and without a 
trumpet for the young man could, at neod, speak loud as the 
temfK^sL They were succeeded by one of those exciting and 
fearful minutes that are so familiar to mariners. Each man was 
intent on his duty, while the elements worked their will around 
hira, as madly as if the hand by which they arc ordinarily 
restrained was for ever removed. The bay was a sheet of foam^ 
while the rushing of the gust res^embled the dull rumbling of a 
thousand chariots. The ship yielded to the presvsure, until the 
water wai wvn gushing through her lee-scuppers, and hor tall 
line of masts inclined towards the plane of the bay, as if the 
ends of the yards were about to dip into the water. But thb 
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was no more than the firet submission to the shock, llie well- 
moulded fabric recovered its balance, and struggled through its 
element, as if coascious that there was security only in motion. 
Ludlow glanced his eye to leeward. The opening of the Cove 
was favorably situated, and he caught a glimpse of the spars of 
the brigantine, rocking violently in the »qiuill. He spoke to 
demand if the anchors were clear ; then he was heard, shouting 
again from his station in the weather gangway — 

" Ilard a-weather ! — ^ 

The first efforts of the cruiser to obey her helm, stripped as 
she was of canvas, were labored and slow. But when her head 
began to fall off, the driving scud was scarce swifter than her 
motion. At that moment, the sluices of the cloud ojK^ned, and 
a torrent of rain mingled in the uproar, and added to tlie con- 
fusion. Nothing was now visible but the lines of the filing 
water, and Uie sheet of white foam through which the ship was 
glancing. 

** Here is the land. Sir V* bellowed Trysail, from a cat-head, 
where he stood resembling some venerable sea-god, dripping with 
his native element ^ We are passing it, like a race-horse T 

•* See your bowers clear !*' shouted back the captain. 

" Ready, Sir, ready—" 

Ludlow motioned to the men at the wheel to bring the ship 
to the wind ; and when her way was sufficiently deadened, two 
ponderous anchor* dro])])ed, at another si<j^nal, into the water. 
The vast fabric was not checked without a further and tremen* 
dotts stnii^gle. When the bows folt the restraint, the ship 
swung head to wind, and fathom after fnthom of the enormous 
ropes was extracted, by surge's so violent as to cause the hull 
to quiver to its centre. Hut the first-lieut^mant and Trysail were 
no novices in their dutv, and in lef«s than a minute thov had 
•ecnred the vessel steadily at her anchors. W^hen this impor> 
tant semce was perfi>rmed, officers and crow stood looking at 
each other, like men who had just made a liazardous and fear- 
ftd experiment The view again o]iene<l, and obJ4>vtA on the 
land became visible through the still idling rain. The change 
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was liko that from night to day. Men who had passed their 
lives on the sea drew long and relieving breaths, conscious that 
the danger was happily passed. As the more pressing interest 
of their own situation abated, they remembered the object of 
their search. All eyes were turned in quest of the smuggler ; 
but, by some inexplicable means, he had disapjieared. 

'^ The Skimmer of the Seas !" and ^ What has become of the 
brigantine ?'* were exclamations tliat the discipline of a royal 
cruiser could not rej)ress. They were repeated by a hundred 
mouths, while twice as many eyes sought to find the beautiful 
fabric. All looked in vain. The sjwt where the Water-\\ltch 
had so lately lain was vacant, and no vestige of her wreck lined 
the shores of the Cove. During the time the ship was handing 
her sails, and preparing to enter the Cove, no one had leisure to 
look for the stranger ; and after the vessel had anchored, until 
that moment, it was not possible to see her length on any side 
of them. There was still a dense mass of falling water moving 
seaward ; but the curious and anxious eves of Ludlow made 
fruitless efforts to (x^netrate its secrets. Onoe indeed, more than 
an hour after the gust had reached his own ship, and when the 
ocean in the offing was clear and calm, he thought he could 
distinguish, far to seaward, the delicate tracery of a veflseFs 
spars, drawn against the horizon, without any canvas set But 
a second look did not assure him of the truth of the conjecture. 

There were many extraordinary tales related that night, on 
board Uer Britannic Majesty *s ship Coquette. The boatswain 
affirmed that, while piping below in order to overhaul the 
cables he had heard a screaming in the air, that sounded as if 
a hundred de\ils were mocking him, and which he told the 
gunner, in confidence, he beheved was no more than the wind- 
ing of a call on board the brigantine, who had taken occasion, 
when other vessels were glad to anchor, to get under way, in 
her own fashion. There was abo a fore-top-man named Robert 
Yam, a fellow wIiom' faculty for stor}'-telling equalled that of 
Scheherazade, and who not only asserted, but who confirmed the 
declaration by many strange oath.% that while he lay on the 
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lee-fore-top-sail-yaTd^aiin, stretching forth an arm to grasp tho 
leech of the sail, a dark-looking female fluttered over his head, 
and caused her long hair to whisk into liis face, in a manner 
that compelled him to shut his eyes, which gave occasion to a 
smart reprimand from the reefer of the top. There was a feeble 
attempt to explain this assault, by the man who lay next to 
Tarn, who affected to think the hair was no more than the end 
of a gasket whipping in the wind ; but his shipmate, who had 
pulled one of the oars of the yawl, soon silonccnl this explana- 
tion, by the virtue of his long-establish e 1 reputation for veracity. 
Even Trysail ventured several mysterious conjectures concerning 
the fate of the brigantine, in the gun-room ; but, on returning 
from the duty of sounding the inlet, whither he had been sent 
by his captain, he was loss communicative and more thoughtful 
than usual. It appeared, indeed, from the surprise that was 
manifested by every officer that heard the report of the quarter- 
master, who had given the casts of the lead on this service*, that 
no one in the ship, with the exception of Alderman Van Bere* 
rout, was at all aware that there was rather more than two 
fathoma of water in that secret passage. 
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CIIAPl'ER XVIII. 



' Sin, tAke joor plares, and be Tinilaot.** 

HmaT IV. 



Tus sucoeeding day was one in which the weather had a 
fixed character. Tlie wind was east, and, though hght, not 
flactnating. The air had that thick and hazy ai>i)earance 
which pro))erly belongs to the Autumn in tliU chniate, but 
which is sometimes seen at midsummer, when a dry wind blows 
from the ocean. The roll of the surf on the shore was regular 
and monotonous, and the currents of the air were so steady m 
to remove every apprehension of a change. Tlie moment to 
which the action of Uie tale is transferred, was in the eaiiier 
hours of the afternoon. 

At that time the Coquette lay again at her anchors, just 
within the shelter of the cape. There were a few small sails to 
be seen passing up the bay ; but the scene, as was common at 
that distant day, presented little of the ncti\ity of our own 
times. The windows of the Lust in Rust were again o[)en, and 
the movement of the slaves in and about the villa announced 
the presence of its master. 

The Alderman was in truth, at the hour named^ pacing the 
little lawn in front of la Cour des Fees, accompanied by Oloff 
Van Stnats and tlie commander of the cruis<T. It was evident, 
by the frrrjuont glances which the latt/»r thK»w in the direction 
of th<' ]>:ivili<m, that he still thoui^ht of her who was absent ; 
whiKi the facultii's of (lie two others were either in bettor sub- 
jection, or less stimulated by anxiety. One who undeivtood 
the chamet'T of tin* individual, and \>ho was acquainted with 
the past, niitrht have su<iK»ct4Hl, by this indifference on tlie part 
of the Patroon, pbced as it was in such a singuUr contrast to a 
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i»ort of mjsteriotLi animation which enlivened a countenance 
whose ordinary expr&^ion was placid content, that the young 
suitor thought less than formerly of the assets of old Etienne, 
and more of the secret pleasure lie found in the singuLir incidents 
of which he had been a witness. 

** Propriety and discretion !" observed the buigher, in reply 
to a remark of one of the young men — " I say again, for the 
twentieth time, that we shall have Alida Barberic back among 
U3 as handsome, as innocent, aye, and as rich as ever ! — perhaps 
I should also say, as wilful. A basrgagi*, to worry her old uncle, 
and two honorable suitors, in so thoui^htless a manner. Circum- 
stances, gentlemen," continued the wary merchant, who saw 
that the value of the hand of which he had to dispose, was 
somewhat reduced in the market, '* have placed you on a foot- 
ing in my esteem. Should my niece, after all, prefer Captain 
Ludlow for a partner, in her worldly affairs, why it should not 
weaken friendship between the son of old Stephanus Van Staats 
and Myndcrt Van Beverout. Our gnuidmothers were cousins, 
and there should be charities in tiie same blood." 

**I couhl not wish to press my suit," returned the Patroon, 
^'when tlic lady has given so direct a hint that it is disa- 
greeable " 

"Hint me no hints ! Do you call this ca]>rice of a moment, 
this trilling, as the captain here wouhl call it, with the winds 
and tides, a hint! Tlic girl has Norman bKH>d in her veins, 
and she wishes to put animation into the courtship. If l>ar- 
gains were to be interrupted by a little chea|K»ning of the buyer, 
and some affectation of waiting for a Ix'tter market in the s<>II(^r, 
Her Majesty might as well order her cuHtom-lii)a'M»s tolM»cl<*«<'d 
at once, and look to other s*>urt»es for rev<M»iie. L(.»t the tori's 
fancy have its swing, and the profits of a y«*ar*s peltry aijaiint 
tliy rent-roll, we shall see h<»r |M»iiitent for \wr folly, and willing 
to hear rea'^)n. My sistt^r's daughter is no witch to go journey- 
ing for ever about the world on a briK)m'-tiok !" 

"TTicre is a tnidition in our family," said Oloff Van Staats, 
his eye lighting with a mpterious excitement, while he 
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affected to laugh at the folly he uttered, ^ that the great Pough- 
kcepsie fortune-teller foretold in the presence of my grand- 
mother, th<it a Patroon of Kindorhook should intermany with a 
witch. So should I see la Belle in the position you name, 
it would not greatly alarm roe.^ 

^' The prophecy was fulfilled at the wedding of tliy fiitlier r* 
muttered Myndert, who, notwithstanding the outward levity 
with which he treated the subject, was not entirely free from 
secret reverence for the provincial soothsayers, some of whom 
continued in high repute, even to the close of the last century. 
^ His son would not else have been so clever a youth ! But 
here is Captain Ludlow looking at the ocean as if he ex|»ected 
to see my niece rise out of the water in the shape of a mermaid.*' 

The commander of the Co<|uette pointed to the objoct which 
attracted his gaze, and which, appearing as it did at that 
moment, w^as certainly not of a nature to lessen the fiiith of 
either of his companions in su|>eruatural agencies. 

It has been said that the wind was dry and the air misty, 
or rather so pregnant with a thin haze, as to give it tlie ap)>ear 
ance of a dull, smoky light In such a state of the weather, tlie 
eye, more esj)ecially of one placed on an elevation, is unablo 
to distinguish what is U>rmed the visible horizon at sea. Tlio 
two elements InH^ome so blended, that our organs cannot 
tell where the water ends, or where the void of the heavcita 
commenc<.'s. It Is a consequence of this indistinctness that 
any object s<'en l>eyon(l the apparent boundary of water, has the 
ap|>earancc of floating in the air. It is rare for the organs of a 
landsman to ]>eii«>trate beyond the apparent hmits of the sea, 
when the atm(K]>)iere exhibits this peculiarity, tliough the prac* 
tis4'd eve of a mariner often detects vessels which are hid from 
others merely U»oausc tiny are not sought in the projHT place. 
The d(H^ptir>n ni.'iy al^o be aided by a slight degree of 
refraction. 

^ Ilere,*^ said Ludlow, pointint; in a hne that would have 
struck the water some two or three leagues in the offing. 
^ First bring the chimney of yonder low building on the phun 
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in A range with the dead oak on the shore, and then raise your 
eyes slowly, till they strike a sail/* 

^ That ship is na\ngating the heavens I*' exclaimed Myndert 
** Thy grandmother was a sensible woman, Patroon ; she was a 
cousin of my pious pn»genitor, and there is no knowing what two 
clever old ladies in thvir time may have heard and seen, when 
such sights as this are beheld in our own !^ 

^ I am as little disposed as another to put faith in incredible 
things," gravely returned Oloff Van Staats; "and yet^ if 
required to give my te*«timony, I should be reluctant to say that 
yonder vessel is not floating in the heavens !*^ 

" You might not give it to that effi'ct in safety," said Ludlow. 
^ It is no other than a half-riirgod brigantine on a taut bowline, 
though she bears no great show of canvas. Mr. Van Beverout, 
Uer Majesty^s cruiser is about to put to sea.'^ 

Myndert heard this declaration in visible dissatisfaction, lie 
•poke of the virtue of patience, and of the comforts of tlie solid 
ground; but when he found the intention of the Queen*s 
:ier%*ant was not to be shaken, he reluctantly profei»ed an inten- 
tion of rejM^ating the )>er$H>nal experiment of the preceding day. 
Accordingly, within half an hour the whole party ^vere on 
the banks of the Shrewsbury, and about to embark in the bnrge 
of the Coquette. 

" Adieu, Monsieur Fran9ois," said the alderman, nodding his 
head to the ancient valot, who sttxxl with a discoii<^>late air on 
the shore. " Have a aire of the movables in la Cour des F^es ; 
we have further use for them." 

•* Mais, Monsieur li«»evre, mon devoir et ma foi, supjwse la mer 
was plus agri^able, mon d^'^^ir shall be to suivre Mam*H«*Il«» AliJa. 
Jamais p<>rsonne de la famille Harl/'rie love de sea ; mais Mon- 
ftieur, comment faire ? I sliall die sur la mer de douleur ; and 
I shall die d'ennui, to res tor ici bion sOr !" 

"Come then, faithful Francois," said Ludlow. "You shall 
follow your younnj mistre^n ; and jierhajis on further trial v<>u 
may be ttispc^ed to think the lives of us seamen more tolerable 
than you had Itelieved." 

I0« 
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After an eloquent expression of countenance, in which the 
secretly aroused, though grave looking boafs crew, tliought the 
old man was about to give a specimen of his powers of antici]mp 
tion, the affectionate domestic entered the barge. Ludlow felt 
for his distress, and encouraged him by a look of approbation. 
The language of kindness does not always need a tongue ; and 
the conscience of the valet smote hira with the idea that 
he might have expressed himself too strongly concerning a pro- 
fession to which the otlier had devoted life and hopes. 

^ La mer, Monsieur le Capitaine,'* he said, with an acknow- 
ledging reverence, *' est un vaste theatre de la gloire. \o\\k 
Messieurs de Tour>'ille et Dougay Trouin ; ce sont des hommcs 
vrairoent remarquables ! mais, Monsieur, quant A tout la femille 
de Barbcrie, we have toujours un sentiment plus favorable pour 
hi terrt*.'* 

** I wish your whimsical jade of a mistress. Master Francois, 
had found the same sentiment,'^ drily obsen*ed Myndert : ^ for 
let me tell you, this cruising about in a suspicious vessel is 
as httle creditable to her judgment as — cheer up, Patroon ; the 
girl is only putting thy metal to the trial, and the sea air will 
do no damage to her complexion or her |)ocket A httle predi- 
lection for salt water must raise the girl in your estimation, Cap- 
tain Ludlow V^ 

** If the predilection goes no further than the element, Sir,^ 
was the caustic answer. ''But, deluded or not, erring or 
deceived, Alida Barbaric is not to be deserted, the victim of a 
villain^s arts. I did love your niece, Mr. Van Beverout, and — 
pull with a will, men ; fellows, are you sleeping on the oaisf 

Tlie sudden manner in which the young man interrupted 
himself, and the depth of tone in which he spoke to the boatV 
erew, put an end to the discourse. It was ap|»rent tltat he wish- 
ed to say no more, and that he even r^^rctted the weakness 
which had iiiduood him to say so much. The remainder of the 
distance between the shore and the ship w:u passed in silenoe. 

When Quei>n Anne*s cruis(*r was seen doubUng Sandy-Uook, 
past meridian on the Oth June (sea-time) in the year 17 — ^ the 



THE WATER-WITCU. 227 

wind, an stated in an ancient journal, which was kept by one of 
tho midshipmen, and is still in existence, was light, steady a1 
south and by west-half-west It appears, by the same docu- 
ment, that tl»e vessel took her departure at seven o'clock, P. M., 
the point of Sandy-Hook bearing west-half-south, distant three 
leagues. On the same page which contains these particulars, it 
is obfler\ed, under the head of remarks — " Ship under starboard 
sto<Ting-sails, forward and aft, making six knots. A su<%pidons 
half-rigjjcd brigantine lying-to in the ea«^tern board, under her 
niain«ail, with fore-topsail to the mast ; light and lofty sails and 
jib loose ; foresail in the bmil^. Ilt»r stvlward steering sail- 
booms appear to be rigged out, and the gear rove, ready for 
a run. This vt»ss44 is supjHwed to be the celebrated hermaphro- 
dite Water- Witch, commanded bv tho notorious * Skimmer of 
the Seas,* and the same follow who gave us so queer a slip yes- 
terday. The Lord send us a ca|>-full of wind, and we'll try his 
heels, before morning ! — Pa^senirers, Alderman Van Beverout, of 
the second ward of the City of New York, in Her Majesty's pro- 
vince of the same name ; OlofF Van St:uits, ¥ju\^ commonly called 
the Patroon of Kindcrhook, of the same colony ; and a qualmish- 
looking old chap, in a sort of mjirine*» jacket, who answers when 
hailed as Francis. A rum set taken alti)g»Hher, though they seem 
to suit the Captain's fancy. Mi m. — Rich lipjier of a wave works 
like tartar emetic on the lad in marine gi-ar." 

As no description of ours can give a more graphic acc*)untof 
the position of the two vess«*ls in quotion, at the hine namod, 
than that which is contained in the for« going extnict, we shall take 
up the narrative at that moment, which the reader >>ill mh" must, 
in the 40th degree of latitude, and in the month of June, have 
been shortly after the cl<»«» of the day. 

The young votary of Neptune, whos4» opinions have just 
been quoted, had indeed pn*sunHHl on his kiiowle«1i;o of the 
localities, in affirming the di«itance and ]>«r»ition of the cai»e, 
•inc« the Jow sandy j>oint was no l»»ni:«T xi-^iKN' fn>m the deck. 
The sun had st»l, as seen fmra the vo^<«l, pre«'iMly in the mouth 
of the Raritan ; and the sliadows from Navesink, or Xeversink 
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aft the hills are \iili^arly calleil, were thrown far u\x>n the sea. 
Tn short, the night was gathering round the mariners, with 
every ap])earance of settled and mild weather, but of a darknew 
deejter than is common on the ocean. Under such circumstan- 
ces, the great object was to keep on the track of the chase, 
during the time when she must necessarily be hid from their 
sight. 

Lndlow walked into the loe-gangway of his ship, and, leaning 
with his elbow on the empty hammock-cloths, he gazed long 
in silence at the olyect of his pursuit. The Water- Witch was 
lying in the quart4*r of the horizon most favorable to being seen. 
The twilight, which still f(4l out of the heavens, was without 
glare in that direction ; and for the first time that day, be saw 
her in her true proiM)rti<>ns. The admiration of a seaman 
was blended with the other sensations of the yoimg man. The 
brigantine lay in the ]>osition that exhibited her exquisitely 
moulded hull and rakish rig to the most advantage. The head, 
having come to the wind, was turned towanls her punuer ; and 
as the bows n>se on some swell tliat was heaner than common, 
Ludlow saw or fancied he saw, the mysterious image still |>erch- 
ed on her cutwater, holding the l)ook to the curious, and ever 
pointing with it«* fiiii^er across the waste of water. A move- 
ment of tlie hammiK^k-cioths caused the young sailor to Itend 
his head aside, and he then saw that the master liad drawn as 
near his |M*rson as diM^>ipline would warrant. Ludlow had 
a great respect for the prrjfes.Hional attjiinments that his inferior 
anques^tionably j)os<es>i«Ml ; and he was not without some con- 
uderation for the chances of a fortune, which had not done much 
to reward the privations and tht> S4'rvices of a seaman old 
enoujjh to be his father. The nHH)llection of these facts aluavs 
disposed him to l^e indul<j:«'nt to a man who had little lieyond 
his seaman-like character and Ion*; ex|>erience to recommend him. 

** Wo are likely to have a thick night, Master Trj'sail,'* said 
the young captain, without deeming it necessary to change h» 
look, ** and we may yt»t 1^ brought on a bowline, befi>re yoii4<T 
insolent is overhaule4l.'' 
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llie master smiled, like one who knew more than he express- 
ed, and pnvelj sliook his head. 

''We may have many pulls on our bowlines, and some 
sqaaring of yards, too, before the Coqnette (the figure-head of 
the sloop-of-war was also a female) gets near enough to the 
dark faced woman, under the bowsprit of the brigantine, to 
whisper her mind. You and I have been nigh enough to see 
the white of her eyes, and to count the teeth she shows, in 
that cunning grin of hers, — and what good has come of our 
Tisit ? I am but a subordinate, Captain Ludlow, and I know 
my duty too well not to be silent in a squall, and I hope too well 
not to know how to speak when my commander wishes the 
opinions of his officers at a council ; and therefore mine, jaH 
DOW, is perhaps different from that of some otiicrs in this ship, 
that I will not name, who are good men, too, though none of 
the oldest." 

" And what is thy ojnnion. Trysail ? — the ship is doing well, 
and she carries her cunvas bravelv.*' 

'*The ship behaves like a well-bred young woman in the 
presence of the Queen ; modest, but stati»ly, — but of what use 
is canvas, in a cha<^ where witchcraft breeds squalls and shortr 
ens sail in one vessel, while it gives flying kites to anothei ! If 
Her Majesty, God bless her ! should be ever persuaded to do so 
•Uly a thing as to give old Tom Trysail a ship, and tlie said ship 
lay, just here-a-way, where the Coquette is now getting along so 
cleverly, why then as in duty liound, I know very well what her 
commander would do ^" 

" Which would be ?" 

** To, in all studding-sail^, an<l bring the vessel on the wind.^ 

"That would ho. to carry you to tlie s(»uthward, while the 
diase lies here in the eastern board !'* 

" Who can say how long she will lie theiv ? Tliey told us, 
in York, that there was a Frenchman, of our burden and metal, 
rummaging about among the fishermen, lower d4>wn on tlie 
ooMt Now, Sir, no man knows that the war is half over bet- 
ter than myself, for not a ha'penny of prize-money has wanned 
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mj pocket these three years ; — ^but, as 1 was raying, if a French- 
man will oome off his ground, and will run his ship into trou- 
bled water, why — whose fiiult is it but his own? — A pretty 
affair might be made out of such a mi^ntake, Captain Ludlow ; 
whereas running after yonder brigantine is flajtping out the 
Queen's canvas for nothing. The vessoPs bottom will want new 
sheathing in my opinion, before you catch him." 

** I know not, Trysail,^^ returned his captain, glancing an eye 
aloft ; " evorj'thing draws, and the ship never went along with 
loss troubh' to liersolf Wo shall not know which has the 
longest legs, till tho trial Is niado.^' 

'* You may judge of tho rogue's speed by his impudence. 
There he lies, waiting for us, like a line-of-battle ship lying-to 
for an enomy to come down. Though a man of some experience 
in my way, I have novor soon a lord's son more sure of promo- 
tion than that same brigantino sooms to b^ of his heels I — If this 
old Fr«»nchman goos on with his faces much longer, he will turn 
him^otf in««ido-out, and then wo shall gi't an hon<»st look at him, 
for those fellows novor carry thoir tnie characters above-board, 
like a fair-doaling Englishman. — Well, Sir, as I was remarking, 
yon rover, if rover he l>o, has more faith in his canvas than in 
tlie church. I make no doubt, Captain Ludlow, that the brigan- 
tine went through tho inlet while we were handing our tofisaik 
ye^t4Tday ; for I am none of those who are in a hurry to give 
crodit to any will-o'-tho-wisp talo ; lx»sidos which, I sounded the 
pa«<;)go with my own hands, and know tlio thing to be iKMsible, 
with the wind blowing heavy over the taffrail ; still. Sir, human 
nature is human nature, and what is the oldest seaman, after all, 
but a in:ui ? — And so to conclude, I would rather any dav chase 
^ a Frenchman, whoso di<|K)^ition is known to me, than have the 
credit of making travors<^, for eit;lit-and- forty hours, in the wake 
of one of Uu*se flvors, with littK' lK))to of t;(*tting him witliin 
hail." 

** You forjji't. Master Trysail, that I have boon aUmrd the 
chase, and know something of his build and character.^" 

•* They say as much alxmrd hero," returned the old tir, draw- 
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ing nearer to the person of his captain, under an impulse of 
strong curio9ity ; ^ though none presume to be acquainted with 
tlie }mrticulare. I am not one of those who ask impertinent 
questions, more especially under Her Majesty *8 pennant; for 
the worst enemy I have will not say I am very womanish. One 
would think, however, that there w^s neat work on board a 
craft that is so prettily moulded about her water-lines ?" 

** She is [)erfect as to construction, and admirable in gear.*^ 

**" I thought as much, by instinct ! Her commimder need not, 
however, be any the more sure of keeping her off the rooks, on 
that account. The prettiest young woman in our parish was 
wrecked, as one might say, on the shoals of her own good looks, 
having cruised once too often in the company of the squire s son. 
A comely wench she was, though she lutfed athwart all her old 
eoropanions, when the young lord of the manor fell into her 
wake. Well, she did bravoly enough, Sir, as long as she could 
carry her flying kite's, and make a fair wind of it ; but when the 
squall of which I spoke, overtook her, what could she do but 
keep away before it ? — and as others who are snugijer in their 
morals hove-to as it were, under tlie storm-sails of reliiirion and 
such matters as they had picked up in the catrohism, she drifted 
to leeward of all honest society ! A neatlv-built and dean heeled 
hussy was that girl ; and I am not certain, by any means, that 
Mrs. Trysail would this day call hen^>lf the Indy of a Queen's 
oflScer, had the other known how to carry sail in the company 
of her betU^rs." 

The worthy master drew a long >)reath, which p<«sibly was a 
nautical sigh, but which certainly had more of the north wind 
than of the zephyr in its bronthing ; and he had recourse to the 
little box of jron, whence he usually drew consolation. 

" I have heard of this accident before," returnod Ludlow, who 
bad sailed as a mid^iipman in the same vess<*l with, and indeed 
as a subordinate to, his pn'S4nit inferior. ** I^ut, from all accounts, 
yon have little re<ison to regret the chantre, as I hear the best 
character of your present worthy jiartner.** 

^No doubt, Sir, no doubt — I defy any man in the sliip to 
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ulj that I am a backbiter, even against my wife, with whom I 
have a 8*>rt of lawful right to deal candidly. I make no com- 
plaints, and am a happy man at sea, and I piously ho})e Mn. 
Trysail knows how to submit to her duty at home. — I supiraae 
you see. Sir, that the chase has hauled his yards, and is getting 
his fore-tack aboard ?** Ludlow, whose eve did not often tun 
from the brigantine, nodded assent; and the master, having 
satisfied himself, by actual inspection, that every sail in the 
Coquette did its duty, continued — ^The night is coming on 
thick, and we shall have occasion for all our eyes to k(*ep the 
rogue in \'iew, when he begins to change his bearings — ^but, as 
I was saying, if the commander of yonder half-rig is too vain 
of her good looks, he may yet wreck her, in his pride ! 71m 
rogue has a des|)erate character as a smuggler, though, fur mj 
own part, I cannot say that I look on such men with aa 
un&vorable an eve as some others. This business of trade seems 
to be a sort of ch&se between one man*s wits and another nuui^s 
wits, and the dullest goer must be content to fall to leeward. 
When it comes to be a question of revenue, why, he who goes 
free is lucky, and he who is caught, a prize. I have known a 
flag officer look the other way. Captain Ludlow, when his own 
effects were passing duty-free ; and as to your admiraTs lady, 
she is a groat patroness of the contraband. I do not deny. Sir, 
that a smuggler mast be caught, and when caught, condemned, 
after which there must be a fair distribution among the captors ; 
but all that I mean to sav is, that there are worw men in the 
worid than your British smuggler — such, for instance, as your 
Frenchman, your Dutchman, or your Don.^ 

** These are h<'ter«)d(>x opinions for a Queen*8 senrant,** said 
Ludlow, as much inclined U) smile as to frown. 

** I hoj)e I know my duty too well to preach them to the ship** 
company, but a man may say that, in a philosophical way, belbra 
his captain, that he would not let run into a midNhipman*s ear. 
Though no lawyer, I know what is. meant by swearing a witnesa 
to the truth and nothing but tlie truth. I wish the Queen goi 
«be last. (io(\ bU*-« her I several worn-out ships would then be 
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broken up, and better vessels sent to sea in their places. But, 
Sir, speaking in a religious point of uew, what is the difference 
between luissing in a trunk of finery, w^ith a duchesses name on 
the brass plate, or in j assing ui gin enough to fill a cutter^s 

hold r 

^ One would think a man of your yeais, Mr. Trysail, would 
see the difference between robbing the revenue of a guinea, and 
robbing it of a thousand pounds.^' 

** Which is just the difference between retail and wholesale, — 
and that is no triflo, I admit, Captain Ludlow, in a commercial 
country, esjH»cially in genteel life. Still, Sir, revenue is the 
country *s right, and therefore I allow a sraugi^ler to be a bad 
man, only not so Imd as those I have just named, particularly 
your Dutchman ! Tlie Quei*n is right to make those rogues 
lower their flags to her in the narrow seas, which are her lawful 
properly ; because England, being a wealthy Island, and Holland 
no more than a bit of bog turned up to dry, it is reasonable that 
we i«hould have the command afloat No, sir, though none of 
your outcriers against a man because he has had bad luck in a 
chase with a revenue cutter, I hoju* I know what the natural 
rights of an Englishman are. We must be masters, here. 
Captain Ludlow, will-ye-nill-ye, and look to the main chances 
of trade and manufactures ?* 

*^ I had not thought you so accomphshed a sUitesroan, Master 
Trysail !" 

^ Tliough a poor man^s son. Captain Ludlow, I am a free-bom 
Briton, and my education has not been entirely overlooked. I 
hope I know something of the constitution, as well as my betters. 
Justice and honor being an English rnanV mottot^ we roast look 
manfully to the main chance. We an» none of yt>ur flighty 
talkers, but a ren«<>nini]f {leopU*, and tlu n« is no want of dtH'p 
thinkers on the little i>iand ; and therefore, Sir, taking all 
together, why Fn inland nuM ««tick up for her rights ! Hero is 
your Dutchman, for instanc«\ a ra\enous cormorant; a fellow 
with a throat wide enough to swallow all the gold of the (Sreat 
Mogul, if he could get at it ; and yet a vagabond who has not 
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even a fair footing on the earth, if the truth must be spoken ! 
Well, Sir, shall England give up her righta to a nation of sudi 
blackguards? No, Sir; our venerable constitution and motlier 
church it£clf forbid, and therefore I say, dam^nie lay tliem aboard, 
if thoy refuse us any of our natural rights, or show a wish to 
bring us down to their own dirty level !^ 

^'liensoned like a countryman of Newton, and with an 
eloquence that would do credit to Cicero ! I shall endeavor to 
digest your ideas at my leisure, since they ar* much too soUd 
food to bo dis))osed of in a minute. At present we will look to 
the chaso, for I see, by the aid of my glass, that he has set his 
studding Kiiils, and is U'ginning to draw ahead.** 

Tliis remark c1os<?d the dialogue between the captain and his 
subordinate. The latter quitted the gangway with that secret 
and pleasurable sensation which communicates it<self to all who 
have reason to think they have delivered themselves creditably 
of a train of profound thought. 

It was, in truth, time to lend every faculty to the movements 
of the brigantine; ft>r there was great reason to apprehend, 
that by changing her direction in the darkness, she might elude 
them. Tlie night was (asi closing on the Coquette, and at each 
moment the horizon narrowed around her, so that it was only 
at uncertain intervals the men aloft could distinguish the position 
of the chase. AVhile the two vessels were thus situated, Ludlow 
joined his guests on the quarter-deck. 

'^ A wise man will trust to his wita, what cannot be done by 
force,** said the Alderman. *^ I do not pretend to Xh* much of 
a mariner, Captain Ludlow, though I once s]>ent a week in 
Ix>ndon, and I have cn>s>od the ocean seven timi*s to Rotterdam. 
We did little in our p;wwai^«»s, by strinng to force nature. When 
the nights came in dark, as at present, the honest ^hip|)era 
were content to wait for lK*tter times ; bv which means wc were 
snrc not to miss our n>ad, and of final Iv arriving; at the destined 
port in HJifi'ty." 

^ You saw tliat the brigantine was opening his canvas, when last 
seen ; and he that would move fast must have rcooarM to his sails.** 
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^ One never knows what may be brewing, up there in the 
heavens, when the eye cannot see the color of a cloud. I have 
little knowledge of the character of the ' Skimmer of the Seas,^ 
beyond that which common fiune gives him ; but, in the poor 
judgment of a Undsman, we should do better by showing 
lanterns in diiTerent parts of the ship, kst some homeward-bound 
Teasel do us an injury, and waiting until the morning for farther 
movements/^ 

'* We are npared the trouble, for look, Ihc insolent has sot a 
light himself, as if to invite us to follow ! This temerity exceeds 
belief I To dare to trifle thus with one of the swiftest cruisers 
in the English fleet ! See that everything draws, gentlemen, 
and take a pull at all the sheets. Hail the tops, Sir, and make 
sure that everything is homo/^ 

The order was succeeded by the voice of the oflSccr of the 
watch, who inquired, an directed, if each sail wiis distended to 
the utmost. Force wiis applied to some of the ro])os, and then 
a general quiet succeeded to the nionicntar}* activity. 

The brigantine had indeed showed a light, as if in mockery 
of the attempt of the royal cruiser. Though secretly stuiig by 
this open contempt of their s|)eed, the officers of the Coquette 
found themselves relieved from a painful and anxious duty. 
Before this beacon was seen, they were obliged to exert tlieir 
senses to the utmost, in order to get occasional glim|>ses of the 
position of the chase ; while they now steered in confidence for 
the brilliant Httle spot, that was gently nsing and falling with 
the waves. 

** I think we near him,*^ half-whis|)ered the eager captain ; 
'^see, there is some design visible on the sides of tlie bin tern. 
Hold ! — Ah ! *tis the fece of a womaiit as I live T 

^ The men of the yawl ro])ort that the rover shows this 
symbol in many parts of his vessel, and we know he had the 
inipadencc to set it yesterday in our presence, even on his 
enstgnf* 

'^Trae — ^tme ; take you tlic glass, Mr. Lufl^ and tell me if 
thera be not a woman's face sketched in front of that light — we 
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certainly near him fast — ^let there be silence, fore and afl tho 
ship. The rogues mistake our bearings P* 

^ A saucy-lookincr jade, as one might wish to see T rptumed 
the lieutenant ^ Her impudent laugh is \isible to the naked 
eye.** 

^ See all clear for laying him aboard ! Get a party to throw 
on his decks. Sir ! I will lead them mvself.** 

These orders wore given in an under tone, and rapidly. 
They were promptly obeyed. In the meantime, the Coquette 
continued to gUde gently ahead, her sails thickening with the 
dew, and every breath of the heavy air acting with increased 
power on tlieir surfaces. The boarders were stationed, orders 
were gi\'en for the most profound silence, and as the ship drew 
nearer to the light, even the officers were commanded not to 
stir. Ludlow stationed himself in the mi/^n channels, to con 
the ship; and his directions were repeated to the quarter-roaster 
in a loud whisper. 

** The night » so dark, we are certainly unseen I" observed 
the young man to his second in command, who stood at his 
el))ow. ^They have unaccountably mistaken our positioii. 
Observe how the faco of the painting becomes more distinct — 
one can see even the curls of the hair. — Lut{^ Sir, luff — we will 
run him aboard on his weather quarter.** 

^The fool must be lying-toT* r<'tumed the Heutenant 
^ Even your witchos fail of common sense at times ! Do yon 
see which wav he has his head. Sir T 

'^ I soe nothing but the light It is so dark that our own 
sails are scarc4»ly visibl-^ — ^yet I think heix» are his yards, a little 
forward of our Kh* b«*am.'' 

^ 1m our own lower Ixiom. I got it out in readiness for the 
other tack, in case the knave nhould wear. Are we not nmning 

too full r 

^ Luff you may, a little, — luff, or we shall crush him !** 
As this order was given, Ludlow pas>od swiftly forward, lie 
found the boarders reaily for a spring, and he rapidly gave his 
orders. Tho men were told to carry the brigantine at every 
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hazard, but not to offer violence, unleas serious resistance was 
made. They were thrice enjoined not to enter the cabins, and 
the young man expressed a generous wish that, in every case, 
the ^ Skimmer of the Seas'* might be taken alive. By the time 
these directions were given, the light was so near that the malign 
countenance of the sea-green lady was seen in every lineament 
I^dlow l(H)ked in vain for the span, in order to ascertain in 
which direction the head of the brigantine lay ; but, trusting to 
lock, he saw that Uie dtHrii^ive moment was come. 

** Starboard, and run him aboard I — ^Away there, you board- 
en, away ! Ileave with your grapnels ; heave, men, with a 
long swing, heave! — Meet her, with the helm — hard down 
— ^meet her — steady T — was shouted in a clear, full, and steady 
voice, that seemed to deepen at each mandate which issued 
fixmi the li|jR of the young captain. 

The boarders cheered heartily, and leaped into the rigging. 
The Coquette readily. and rapidly yielded to the power of her 
mdder. First inclining to the light, and then swooping up 
towards the wind again, in another instant she was close upon 
the chase. The irons were thrown, the men once more shouted, 
and all on board held their breaths in expectation of the crash 
of the meeting hulls. At that moment of high excitemcut^ the 
woman's face rose a short distance in the air, seemed to smile 
in derision of their attempt, and suddenly disappeared. The 
ihip passed steadily ahead, while no noise but the sullen wash 
of the waters was audible. The boarding-irna< were heard 
filling heaiily into the sea ; and the Coquette rapidly overran 
the spot where the light had bi'on seen, without sustaining any 
•hock. Though the clouds lifl<>d a little, and the eye might 
embrace a circuit of a few hundred ft'Ot, there certainly was 
nothing to be seen within its range, but the un<}uiet element, 
and the stately cruiser of Queen Anne floatini; on its bosom. 

lliough its effects were different on the diflerently-constitut^nl 
minds of those who witnessed the singular incident, the disap- 
pointment was general, llie common impression was ivrtainly 
anfiiTorabte to the earthly character of the brigantine ; and when 
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opinions of this nature once get possession of the ignorant, thej 
are not easily removed. Even Trysail, though experienced in 
the arts of thone who trifle with the revenue^laws, was much 
inclined to believe that this was no vulgar case of floating 
lights or false beacons, but a manifestation that others, besi«1es 
those who had been regularlj trained to the sea, were occasion- 
ally to be found on the waters. If Captain Ludlow thought 
differently, he saw no sufficient reason to enter into an explana- 
tion Mith those who were bound silently to obey. He paced 
the quarter-deck for many minutes ; then issued his orders to 
the equally-disappointed lieutenants. The light canvas of the 
Coquette was taken in, the studding-sail-gear unrove, and the 
booms secured. The ship was brought to the wind, and her 
courses having been hauled up, the fore-topsail was thrown to 
the mast In this position the cruiser lay, waiting for tho 
morning light, in order co give greater certainty to her move- 
ments 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

** 1. John Tamer, 
Am muter and owner 
Of A hlfh-decked Mhooner. 
Thara boond to Carllaa— ** 
etc etc. etc. etc. 

1*0A«TIK« 8oic«. 

Tt b not necessary to say, with how much iDtcrest Alderman 
Van Boverout, and his friend the Fatroon, witnessed all the pro- 
ceedings on hoard the Coquette. Soraethinjr very like an ex- 
clamation of pleasure escaped the former, when it was known 
that the ship had mi^^sed the brigantine, and that there was 
now little probability of overtaking her that nis^ht, 

** Of what use is it to chase your fire-flies al)out the ocean, 
Patroon !" muttered the Alderman, in the ear of Oloff Van 
Staate. ** I have no further knowledge of this * Skimmer of the 
Seas,* than is decent in the principal of a commercial house, — 
bat reputation is like a sky-rocket, that may be seen from afar ! 
Her Majesty has no ship that can overtake the free-trader, and 
why fiitigue the innocent vessel for nothing?" 

** Captain Ludlow has other desires than the mere ca[>ture of 
the bri<nintine," returned the laconic and sententious Pntnx>n. 
•* The opinion that Alida de Barbaric is in her, has great influence 
with that gentleman.'* 

^ This is strange apathy, Mr. Van Staats, in one who is as 
good as engaged to my niece, if he be not actually married. 
Alida Barb^rie has great influence with that gentleman I And 
prny, with whom that knows her, has she not influence !** 

^ The sentiment in favor of the young lady, in general, is 
fiivombW" 

** Sentiment and fiivors ! Am I to understand. Sir, by this 
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ooolness, that our bargain is broken ? — that the two fortunes are 
not to be brought together, and that the ladj is not to be your 

wife r 

** llarkee, Mr. Van Beverout ; one who is saving of his income 
and sparing of his words can have no pressing necessity fur the 
money of others ; and, on occasion, he may afford to speak 
plainly. Your niece has shown so decided a preference for 
another, that it has materially lessened the Uveliness of my re- 
gard." 

** It were a pity that so much animation should fail of its ob- 
ject ! It would be a sort of stoppage in the affairs of Cupid ! 
Men should deal candidly in all business transactions, Mr. Vao 
Staats ; and you will pennit me to ask, as for a final settlero^t* 
if your mind is changed in regard to the daughter of old EtieBDe 
de Barberie, or not V* 

^ Not changed, but quite decided," returned the young Pa> 
troon. ** I cannot say that I wish the successor of my mother 
to have sc^en so much of the world. We are a &mily that h 
content with our situation, and new customs would derange my 
household.'' 

'^ I am no wizard, Sir ; but for the benefit of a son of my old 
fiiend Stephanus Van Staats, I will venture, for once, oo a 
prophecy. You will marry, Mr. Van Staats — yes, marry — and 
you will wive. Sir, with — prudence prevents me from saying 
with whom you will wive ; but you may account yourself a 
lucky man if it be not with one who will cause yon to forgvt 
house and home, lands and fri<MidA, manors and rents, and in 
short all the solid comforts of lifo. It would not surprise me 
to hear that the prediction of the Poughkeepsie fortune-teller 
should U} fulfilled r* 

^^ And what is your real opinion, Alderman Van Bererout, of 
Uie diffon>nt mvsU*riom events we have witnessed P demanded 
the Patroon, in a manner to prove that the interest he took io 
the subject compK'ti'ly smothered any displeasure he might 
otherwim^ have felt at so harsh a prophecy. ^ This 
lady U no conunon woman ?*' 
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** Sea-green and sky-blue T intomipted the impatient burgher. 
**The hussj is but too common, Sir ; and there is the calamity. 
Ilad she been satisfied with transacting her concerns in a snug 
and reasonable manner, and to have gone upon the high sens 
again, we should have had none of this fooleiy to disturb ac- 
counts which ought to have been considered settled. Mr. Van 
Staats, will you allow me to ask a few direct questions, if you 
can find leisure for tlieir answer ?" 

The Patruon nodded his head, in the affirmative. 

** What do you su]>pose, Sir, to have become of my niece V* 

** Eloiicd." 

"And with whom ?** 

Van StaatB of Kinderhook stretched an arm towards the open 
ocean, and again nodded. The Alderman mused a moment ; 
then he ctiuckled, as if some amusing idea had got the batter 
of his ill-humor. 

^ Come, come, Patroon,*' he said in his wonted amicable tone, 
when addressing the lord of a hundred thousand acres, " this 
business is like a complicated account, a little difficult till ono 
gets acquainted with the books, when all becomes plain as your 
hand. There were referees in the settlement of the estate of 
Kobus Van Klinck, whom I will not name ; but what betw^een 
the handwriting of the old grocer, and some inaccuracy in the 
figures, they had but a blind time of it until they discovered 
which way the balance ought to come ; then by working back* 
wards and forward^, which is the true spirit of your jast referee, 
they got all straight in the end. Kobas was not very lucid in 
his statements, and he w&s a little apt to be careK'ss of ink. 
His leger might be called a book of the black art ; for it was 
little cLm' than fly tracks and blots, though the hist were found 
of great a«wi»tance in rendering the statements satisfactory. By 
calling three of the biggest of them sugar-hogsheads a very fiiir 
balance was stnick Wtween him and a {KHldling Yankee who 
was breeding trouble for the estate ; and I challenge, even at 
this distant day, when all near interests in the results may be 
said to sleep, any re^]H>nj«ible roan to say that tlu*y did not look 

11 
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as much like those articles as anything else. Something they 
must have boon, and as Kobus dealt largely in sugar, there was 
also a strong moral probability that they were the said hogs- 
heads. Come, come, Patroon ; we shall have the jade back 
again in proper time. Thy ardor gets the better of reason ; but 
tliii is the way with true love, which is none the worse for a 
little dela}'. Alida is not one to balk thy mt'rrimeiit ; these 
Norman wenches are not heavy of foot at a dance, or apt to go 
to sleep \\ hen the fiddles are stirring !" 

With this consolation, Alderman Van Beverout saw fit to 
close the dialogue, for the moment. IIow far he succiHnled in 
bringing back the mind of the Patroon to its allegiance, the 
result must show ; though we shall take this occasion to observe 
again that the young proprietor found a satisfaction in the ex- 
citement of the ]>rc>sent scene, that, in the course of a short and 
little diversified life, he had never before exj^erienced. 

While others slept, Ludlow passed most of the night on deck. 
He laid hims<4f down in the hammock-cloths, for an hour or 
two, as the night wore, on ; though the wind did not sigh through 
the rigging louder than common, without arousing him from 
his slumbi*rs. At each low call of the officer of the watch to 
the crew, his head was raised to glance around the narrow hori- 
zon ; and the ship never rolled heavily, without caasing him to 
awake. He believid that the brigantine was near, and, for the 
first watch, he was not without expectation that the two v^'sst^ls 
might un<»x|K»cte<lly m<»et in tlie obscurity. When this hofie 
fiiiled, the young seaman had recourM! to artifice in his turn, in 
order to entrap one who appeared so practised and so expert in 
the devices of the sea. 

About midnight, when tlie watches were changed, and 
the whole crew, with the exct'ption of the idlers, were on deck, 
orders were given to hoist out tlie boats. This ofieratiou, one 
of exceeding toil and difiiculty in lightly-manned shi|fes was 
aoon |)erform<Hl on boanl tlu> QuetMi's cruiser, by the aid of yard 
and stay-tacklos, to which the fora* of a hundred seamen 
waa applied. When four of these little attendants on the ahip 
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were in the water, ihoy were entered by their crews, prepared 
for 8er\'ice. Oflicere on whom Ludlow could rely, were put 
in command of the thn^e smallest, while he took charge of the 
fourth in person. When all were ready, and each inferior had 
received his especial instructions, they quitted the side of 
the veMol, pulling off in diverging lines in the gloom of the 
ocean. The boiit of Ludlow had not gone fifty fathoms before 
he was perfectly conscious of the inutility of a chase; for 
tlic obscurity of the night was so great as to render the spars of 
his own ship nearly indistinct, even at that short distance. 
After pulling by compass some ton or fifteen minutes, in a 
direction that carried him to windward of the Coijuotte, the 
young roan commanded the crew to cease rowing, and prepared 
himself to await patiently for the result of his undertaking. 

There was nothing to vary the monotony of such a scene for 
an hour, but the regular rolling of a sea tliat was but little 
agitated, a few occasional strokes of the oars that were given in 
order to keep the barge in itn place, or the heavy breathing of 
some smaller fish of the cetaceous kind, as it ro6>e to the surface 
to inhale the atmosplien^. In no quarter of the heavens was 
anything visible ; not evi»n a star was poe[)ing out to cheer the 
solitude and silence of that solitary place. The men were nod- 
ding on the thwarts, an<l our young sailor was about to relin- 
quish his design as fruitless, when suddenly a noise was heard 
at no great distance from the spot whore they lay. It was one 
of those souufls which would have boon inexplicable to any but 
a seaman, but which conveyed a meaning to the ears of Lud- 
low, as ]»Iain as that which could be imparto<l by s])eech to 
a landsman. A moanin<; croak was followed bv the low rum- 
bling of a ro))o, as it rubU^d on some hard or distended sub- 
stance ; then succeo<lod the heavy flap of canvas, that yielding 
first to a powerful impulse, was sudilonly cluH*kod. 

** Hear ye that V exclaimed Lu<llow, a little above a whisper. 
**Ti8 the brigantine jibing his mainboom! Give way, men — 
M!e all ready tr> lav him aboanl !** 

Tlie crew started from their slumbers ; the plash of can wi» 
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heard, and in the succeeding moment the sails of a retmA 
gliding through the obscurity, nearly across their course, were 
visible. 

^ Xow spring to your oars, men !" continued Ludlow, with 
the eagerness of one engaged in chase. *^\Ve have him to 
advantage, and he is ours ! — a long pull and a strong pull — 
steadily, boys, and together !" 

The practised crew did their duty. It seemed but a moment 
before they vfere close upon the chase. 

^ Another stroke of the oars and she is ours T cried Ludlow. 
" Grapple ! — to your arms ! — away, boarders, away !*' 

These orders came on the ears of the men with the effect of 
martial blasts. The crew shouted, the clashing of arms was 
heard, and the tramp of feet on the deck of the vessel announced 
the success of the enterprise. A minute of extreme activity and 
of noisy confusion followed. The cheere of the boarders had 
been heard at a distance ; and rockets shot into the air from the 
other boats, whose crews answered the shouts with manful 
lungs. The whole ocean appeared in a momentary glow, and 
the roar of a gun from the Coquette added to the fracas. The 
ship set several lanterns, in order to indicate her position; 
while blue-lightB and other marine signals were constantly 
burning in the approaching boats, as if those who guided them 
were anxious to intimidate the assailed by a show of num- 
bers. 

In the midst of this scene of sudden awakening from tho 
most profound quiet, Ludlow began to look about him, in order 
to secure the principal objects of the capture. Ue had repeated 
his ordera about entering the cabins, and concerning the peraon 
of the ** Skimmer of the Soas,^ arooni^ the other instructioQs 
given to the crews of the different l>oats ; and the instant they 
found thems4>lves in quiet po<scKsion of the prize, the young man 
dashed into the private reoesm^s of the vessel, with a heart that 
throblted even more Wolently than during the ardor of board- 
ing. To cAftt o]>en the d(H>r of a cabin beneath the high 
quarter-deck, and to d<*MNM)d to the level of its floor, were 
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the acts of a momeut But disappointment arid mortification 
succeeded to triumph. A second glance was not necessaij 
to show that the coarse work and foul smells he saw and 
encountered, did not belong to the commodious and even el^ant 
accommodations of the brigantine. 

^' Here is no Water-Witch I" he exclaimed aloud, under the 
impulse of sudden surprise. 

^ (jod be praised T returned a voice, which was succeeded by 
a frightened face from out a state-room. ^ Wc were told the 
rover was in the offing, and thought the yells could come from 
nothing human T 

The blood which had been rushing through the arteries and 
veins of Ludlow so tumultuously, now crept into his cheeks, and 
was ielt tingling at his fingers' ends. He gave a hurried onler 
to his men to re-enter their lioat, leaving everything as they 
found it A short conference between the commander of 
Iler Majesty's ship Coquette and the seaman of the state-room, 
Buooeeded ; then the former hastened on deck, whence his pas- 
sage into the barge occupied but a moment The boat pulled 
away from the fancied prize amid a silence that was uninter- 
nipted by any other sound than that of a song, which, to all 
appearance, came from one who by this time had placed himself 
at the vesfler^ helm. All that can be said of the music is, that 
it was suited to the words, and all that could be heard of the 
latter was a portion of a verse, if verse it might be calle<1, which 
had eiercised the talents of some thoroughly nautical mind. 
As we depend for the accuracy of the quotation altogether on 
the fidelity of the journal of the midshipman already named, it 
is possible that some injustice may be done the writer; but 
according to that document, he sang a strain of the coasting 
song which we have [>refixed to this chapter as its motto. 

The pafiere of the coaster did not give a more detiile<l 
description of her character and pursuits than tliat which 
is cofitained in this verse. It Is certain that the log-book of the 
Coquette was far less explicit The latter merely said that ^ a 
coaster called the Stately Pine, J(»hn Turner, master, bound 
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from New York to the Province of North CnroHna, was boarded 
at one o^cIock in the morning, all well." But this descrifH 
tion was not of a nature to satisfy the seamen of the cruiser. 
Those who had been actually engaged in the expedition were 
much too excited to see things in their true colors ; and coupled 
with the two prenous escapes of the Water-Witch, the event 
just related had no small share in confirming their former opi- 
nions concerning her character. The smling-master was not 
now alone in believing that all pursuit of the brigantine was 
useless. 

But these were conclusions that the peoj)le of the Coquet l<» 
made at their leisure, rather than those which suggested them- 
selves on the instant. The boats, led by the flashes of lit^U 
had joined each other, and were rowing fast towards the ship 
Ix'forc the pulses of the actors beat with sufficient calmness to 
admit of reflection; nor was it until the adventurers were 
below, and in their hammocks, that they found suitable occasion 
to relate what had occurred to a wonderini; auditory. Robert 
Yam, the fore-top-man who had felt the locks of the sea-green 
lady blowing in his fiice during the s<|uall, took a<lvantage of 
the circumstincc to dilate on his experiences ; and after having 
advanced certain ])ositions that particularly favon^l his own 
theories, he produced one of the crew of the barge who stood 
ready to affirm, in any court in Christendom, that he actually 
saw the process of changing the beautiful and graceful lim« 
that distingtiished the hull of the smuggler int^ the coarser and 
more duinsv model of the coaster. 

"There are know-nothing*," continued Robert^ after he had 
fortified his position by the testimony in question, " who would 
deny that the water of the ocean is Mup, becaasc the stream 
that turns the pari.'^h-mill happens to bt' muddy. But your 
roal niarinor, who has liv<Hl much in for(*ii;n fuirts, is a m.in 
who un<l<>rstands the phil<v«ophy of life, and knows when to 
(M'lit've a truth and wht^n to seom a lie. As f4>r a ves!«ol change 
ing her character when hard pushed in a chase, thore are many 
instances ; though, having one so near as, tliero is less neoeasity 
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to be roving o%*er distaut seas in search of a case to pnivo it My 
own opinion conooming th» here brigantino is much as follows ; — 
that is to sav, I do sup]KjAe there wa<^ oucc a real living herma- 
phrodite of her build and rig ; and that she might be employed 
in some such trade as this craft is thought to be in ; and that, 
in some unlucky hour, she and her people met with a mishap 
that has condemned her ever since to ap]>ear on this cocist at 
stated times. She has, however, a natural dislike to a royal 
cruiser ; and, no doubt, the thing is now sailed by those who 
have little need of comj^is** or ol)sen*ati<)n I All this b*»iiig true, 
it is not wonderful that wh<Mi the boat's-crow imi on her di'cks 
they found her different from what thoy ex|)Oct<'d. This much 
is certain^ that when I lav within a l)oat-hook\s lenccth of her 
sprit»ail-yanl arm, she was a half-rig, with a woman figure- 
head, and as pretty a show of gear aloft as eye ever looked 
upon; while even'thing below was as snug x^ a tobacco-box 
with the lid down : — and here you all say that she is a high- 
decked }»ch<K>ner, with nothing sliip-shaj»e about her! What 
more Is wanting to prove the truth of what has been stitiHl ? — 
if any man can gaianay it, let him speak.*' 

As no man did gainsjiy it, it is presumed that the rea-^oning 
of the to))-man gained many proselyt»*s. It in soaroc'ly ne<M»N«*ary • 
to add, how much of mvsterv and fearful interest was thrown 
around the redoubtable "Skimmer of the S'^s," by the whole 
transaction. 

There was a different fe4.»ling on the i|uarter-<l<Hk. The two 
lieutenants put their heads together and lookoil grav<'; while 
one or two of the midshipmen, who had In^en in the Innits, 
were obsennl to whisjM»r with th<Mr nu'>smat4»s, and to induli^ 
in smothennl hiuijht«»r. As the (Ntptain, however, maintaiiird 
his ordinary di'^iitied and authorit:itive mien, the merriment 
went no further, nnd was soon repressed. 

While on this subjvt it m:iy \*o pn>]vr to add that, in tN>ur««' 
of time, the StaU-ly Pine n*aelnMl the cajH*s of North Carolina 
in safety ; an<l that, having <»tfected her pas'i.'igi* over Edenton 
bar without i«triking. she ascended the river to the }K>int of her 
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destinatioiL Here the crew soon bogan to throw out hiati 
relative to an encounter of their schooner with a French cruiser. 
As the Britbh empire, even in its most remote comer, was at 
all times alive to its nautical glory, the event soon becsune the 
discourse in more distant parte of the colony ; and in leA.^ than 
six months, the London journals contained a very glowing 
account of an engagement, in which the names of the Stately 
Pine, and of John Turner, made 8ome respectable advances 
towards immortality. 

If Captain Ludlow ever gave any further account of the 
transaction than what wan stated in the log-book of his ship, 
the bieiis^ance ol)served by the Lords of the Admiralty p«^ 
vented it from T)ocoming public. 

Returning from this digression, which has no other connexion 
with the immeiliate tliread of the narrative than that which 
arises from a reflected interest, we shall revert to the further 
proceedings on board the cruiser. 

When the Coquette hoisted in her boate, that portion of the 
crew which did not belong to the watch was dismissed to their 
hammocks, the lights were lowered, and tranquillity once mon> 
reigned in the ship. Ludlow sought his rest, and althoui^ 
there is reason to think that his slumbers were a little distur))ed 
by dreams, he remained tolerably quiet in the hammockn^loths, 
the place in which it has already been said he saw fit to take 
his rei)0M>, until the morning wat4*h wa<% called. 

Although the utmost \igilanoe was observed among the 
officem and look-outs, during the rest of the night, there 
oocurred nothing to aroase tlie crew from their usual n^cumbent 
attitudt's U^tween the guns. The wind oontinue<] liglit but 
steady, the S4>a smooth, and the heavens clouded, as during tbe 
first hours of darkiu^ss. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

** TIm ■mkim Be*er tbonned Um cat, a* tli«7 dM favdfe 
Fmoi nucab wonc than ihey.** 

CoBtoLimrt. 

Day dawned on the Atlantic with it8 pearly light, RucoHMltnl 
bv the usual flufthing of the skie^, and the ntatcly rising of the 
sun from out the water. The instant the vigilant officer who 
commanded the morning watch, caught the fint gHmpM*s of the 
returning brightness, Ludlow was awakened. A finger laid on 
bis arm was sufficient to arouse one who slept with the respon- 
sibilitj of his station ever present to his mind. A minute did 
not pass before the young man was on the quarter-deck, clo^*ly 
examining the heavens and the horizon. His firat qu<f*tion was 
to ask if nothing had been seen during the watch. The answer 
was in the negative. 

** I hke this opening in the north-west,** o>iser>'ed the captain, 
after his eye had thoroughly scanned the whole of the still 
dusky and limited view. ^ Wind will come out of it Oive us 
a capful, and we shall try the speed of this boasted Water- 
Witch I — ^Do I not see a sail on our weather-beam ! — or ts it the 
crest of a wave ?*• 

**The sea is getting im^lar, and I ha%'e often been thus 
deceived, since the Kght appeared.** 

" Get more sail on the ship. Here is wind in shore of us ; 
we will be ready for it S*'e even*thing clear to show all our 
canvas.** 

The lieutenant received those onloni with the customary 
deference, and communicate<l them to his inferiors again, with 
A promptitude that distinguishes sea discipline. The Coquette, 
at the moment, was lying under her three topsails, one of which 
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was thrown against its mast, in a manner to hold the vessel as 
nearly stationary as the drift and the wash of the waves would 
allow. So soon, however, as the officer of the watch summoned 
the people to exertion, the massive yards were swun^jj ; wveral 
light sails that 8er>'ed to balance the fabric as well as to urge it 
ahead, were hoisted or opened ; and the ship immediately began 
to move throiiirh the water. While the men of the watch wero 
thus employed, the flapping of the canvas announced the 
apjux)ach of a new breeze. 

'file coast of North America is liable to sudden and danger- 
ous transitions in the currents of the air. It is a circum- 
stance of no unusual occurrence for a gnle to alter its direction 
with so little warning, as greatly to jeo])ard the safety of a ship 
or even to oven^iielm her. It has been often said, that the 
celebrated Ville de Paris was U>st through one of these \iolent 
chang(»s, her captain having inadvertently hove-to the vessel 
und(*r t4X> much after-sail, a mistike bv which he lost the com- 
mand of his ship during the pressing emergency that ensued. 
Whatever may have been the fact as regards tliat ill-foted 
prize, it was certain that Ludlow was j>erfectly aware of the 
hazards that sometimes accompany the first blasts of a north- 
west wind on his native coast, and that he never forgot to 
be prepared for the dang(»r. 

When the wind from the land struck the Coquette, the streak 
of lifijht, which announced the aj>pearance of the sun, had been 
\isible s<>veral minutes. As the broad sheets of va|>or, that 
had veiled the heavens during the prevalence of the south-east- 
erly breeze, were rolled up into dense masses of clouds, like 
some immense curtain that is withdrawn from Ijefore its scene, 
the water, no less than the skv, b<H*ame instantly visible in 
every quarter. It is scarcely necessarj* to say, how eagerly the 
gaze of our young si'aman ran over the horiam, in order to 
ol>»er^•e the <>bjrcts which might come within its range. At 
fir^t disnp)>ointni(nt was ])lainly painted in his countenance; 
tlien succtt'ded the animated eve and flushed check of vat^ 
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** I had thought her gone T he said to his immediate subordi- 
nate in authority. ^* But here she Is, to leeward, just within the 
edge of that drinng mist, and as dead under our iee as a kind for- 
tune could j)lace her. Keej) the ship away, Sir, and cover her 
with can\ns, from her trucks down. Call the people from their 
hammockH, and show yon insolent what Her Majesty*s sloop can 
do, at neod I*' 

This command was the commencement of a general and ha<ly 
movemeut, in which every seaman in the ship exerted his powers 
to the utmost All hands were no sooner called, than the depths 
of the vessel gave up their tenants, who, joining their force to 
that of the watch on deck, quickly covered the spars of the 
Coquette with a snow-white cloud. Not content to catch the 
breeze on such surfaces as the ordinary yards could distend, 
long l)ooms were thrust out over the wat^T, and sail wjis set 
beyond sail, until tlie bending moists would l)ear no more. The 
low hull which supported this tcwering and complicated mass 
of rofH"!*, spars, and sails, yielded to the powerful impulse, and 
the fabric, which, in addition to its crowd of human btMn^s, 
sustained so heavy a load of artillor}', with all its burden of 
stores and ammunition, l)e<j:an to divitle the wavrs with the steady 
and im|K>siug force of a va«*t momentum. The seas curled and 
bri>ke ngaiast her sides, lik«» water wa-^hing the riK'ks, the steady 
ship feehng, as yet, no impres^sion fnmi their feeble efforts. As 
the wind increased, howev«»r, and the vessel wont further fn»ui 
the land, the surface of the ocean gradual I v {jrew more aiji tat ed, 
until the highlands, which lay over the \il)a of the Lust in llw^U 
finally sank into the sea ; when the to] >-gal la iit -royals of the 
ship were s<*en d<«cribing wide s<»gm<*nts of circl«*s a<rain<t the 
heavtm*, and her <lark sidt»s <KX\i<it)nallv nw\ fn>m a Ion:; and 
deep rrjll, sjliltering with the element that su^taimd her. 

Wlien Ludlow first <h»sonr<l th»» objtrt which he K^lii'Vinl to 
be tlic chaH4\ it S4Mm(Ml a motionless s|hh k on tli<* manrin of the 
sea. It liad now grown into tho niai;nitud<' and symmotr}' of 
tbe well known brigantine. Her slight and attenuated spar? 
wor« plainly to be se<»n, rolHng easily but wide, with the coo- 
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stant movement of the hull, and with no s^l spread, but thai 
which was necessary to keep the vessel in comnuind on the bil- 
lows. When the Ck)quette was just within the range of a cannon, 
the canvas began to unfold ; and it was soon apparent that the 
•* Skimmer of the Seas" was preparing for flight 

The first manceuvro of the Water-Witch was an attempt to 
gain the wind of her pursuer. A short experiment appeared to 
satisfy those who governed the brigantine that the effort was 
vain, while the wind was so fre»h and the water so rough. She 
wore, and crowded sail on the opposite tack, in order to try her 
speed with the cruiser ; nor was it until the result sufficiently 
showed the danger of permitting the other to get any nigher, 
that she finally put her helm aweather, and ran off, like a sea- 
fowl resting on its wing, with the i\ind over her tafl&iuL 

The two vessels now presented the spectacle of a stem chase. 
The brigantine also o])ened the folds of all her sails, and there 
arose a pyramid of canvas over the nearly imi)eroeptible hull, 
that resembled a fiiutastic cloud driving above the sea, with a 
velocity that seemed to rival the passage of the vapor that float- 
ed in the upper air. As equal skill directed the movements of 
the two vessels, and the same breeze pressed upon their sails, it 
was long l)efore there was any |>erceptible difl'erence in their 
progress. Hour pas^^^^d after hour, and wore it not for the 
sheets of white foam that were dashe<l from the boil's of tlie 
Coquette, and the manner in which she even outAtrip]>ed the 
caps of the combing waves, her commander might have fancied 
bis vessel ever in the same s[)ot While the ocean presented, oo 
every side, tlie same monotonoas and rolling picture, there lay 
the chase^ seemingly neither a foot nearer nor a foot further 
than when the trial of s{)eed began. A dark line would rise on 
the crest of a wave, and then, sinking again, leave nothing visi- 
ble, but the yielding and waving cloud of canvas that danced 
along tlie sea. 

^ I had li<>|M*d for better thint^ of the ship. Master Trysail !** 
said Ludlow, who had long Wn seated on a knightrhead, atten- 
tively watching the pn>gress of the chase. ^ We ait^ buried to 
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tb« bob-fitap ; yet, there yon fellow lies, nothing plainer than 
when he first showed his studding-sails !'' 

^ And there he will lie. Captain Ludlow, while the light lasts. 
I have chased the rover in the narrow seas, till the cliflb of Eng- 
land melted away like the cap of a wave ; and we had raised the 
sand-banks of Holland high as the spritrsail-yard, yet what good 
came of it ! The rogue played with us, as your sportsman 
trifles with the entangled trout ; and when we thought we had 
him, he would shoot without the range of our guas, with as little 
exertion as a ship slides into the water, after the spur shoars 
are knocked from under her bows.^* 

^ Aye, but the Druid liad a little of the rust of antiquity 
about her. The Coquette has never got a chase under her lee, 
that she did not speak.^ 

^ I disparage no ship. Sir, for character is character, and none 
should speak lightly of their fellow-creatures, and, least of all, of 
anything which follows the sea. I allow the Coquette to be 
a lively boat on a wind, and a real mrudder going large ; but 
one should know the wright that fashioned yonder brigantine, 
before he ventures to say that any vessel in Her Majesty *s fleet 
can hold way with her, when she is driven hard.*' 

^ These opinions. Trysail, are fitter for the tales of a top than 
for the mouth of one who walks the quarter-dei*k.** 

*^ I should have live<l to little purpose. Captain Ludlow, not 
to know that what was philosophy in my young days is not 
philosophy now. Tliey say the world is round, which is my 
own opinion — first, because the glorious Sir Francis Drake, and 
divers other EnglLnhmen, have gone in, as it were, at one end, 
and out at the otlier ; no loss than several seamen of other nati<ms, 
to say nothing of one Magellan, who preU^nds to have Ite^n the 
first man to make the passage, which I take to Iw neither more 
nor less than a Portuguee lie, it being altogi'ther unreasonable 
to suppose that a Portuguee should do what an Englishman had 
not yet thought of doing; — secondly, if the world were not 
roond, oi some such sluipe, why should we see the small sailA 
of a ship More her courses, or why should her track h6a\'« up 
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into the horizon before the hull ? They sav, moreover, that the 
world turns round, which is no doubt true ; and it Is just as 
true that its opinions turn round \%'ith it, which brinc^ me to 
the object of my remark — ^yon fellow shows more of h» broad- 
side, Sir, than common ! He is edging in for the land, which 
must lie, hereaway, on our larboard beam, in order to get into 
smoother water. This tumbling about is not favorable to your 
light craft, let who will build them." 

^* I had hoped to drive him off tlie coast. Could we get him 
fairly into the Gulf Steam, he would he our», for he is too low 
in tlie water to escajKi us in the short seas. We must force him 
into blue water, though our upper spare crack in the strujj^le ! 
Go aft, Mr. Hopper, and tell the officer of the watch to bring 
the ship's head up. a point and a half, to the nortliward, and to 
give a slight pull on the brac(»s." 

** What a mainsail the rogue carries I it is as broad m the 
instructions of a roving commission, with a hoist like the pro- 
motion of an admirals son ? IIow everything pulls aboard 
him ! A thoroui^h-bred sails that brigantine^ lot him come 
wh'Mice he may T' 

*^ I think we near him ! The rough water is helping us, and 
we are closing. St<»er small, fellow ; steer small ! You see 
the color of his mouldinirn )>egins to show, when he lifts on the 



seas.'' 



^ The sun touches his side — yet. Captain Ludlow, you may 
be right — for here is a man in his foretop, plainly enough to be 
seen. A shot or two, among his spars and sails, might now do 



■emce." 



Ludlow affected not to hear ; but the first-lieutenant having 
come on the forecastle, seconded this of>inion, by remarking that 
tht'ir position wouhl indetnl enable them to use the chase-gun« 
without l<>*iiiii; anv di>tance. As Trysail sustained his former 
as^rtion by truths that were too obvious to l)e refuted, the coni- 
mandor of the crui^^r reluctantly issued an order to clear awaj 
the forward gun, and to shift it into the bridle-port The inte- 
rested aitd att4>ntive seamen were not long in performing this 
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service ; and a report was qnicklj made to the €af*taiii, thai tbe 
piece waft ready. 

Ludlow then dt^scendf^l from hL« juM on tLe kni;rht'head, 
and pointed the cannon hims^-ll 

** Knock away the quoin entin'lr/* h*^ ^d to the caj4ain oC 
the gun, when he had cfii the ranir** : **n«»w mind h<=-r wh^n *l»e 
liftft forward ; keep tho ship ^t»'arfly. Sir — fif T 

Th<i««e tjeutlenim -who li\p at ht*m^ at eit^r anp* f»fton ^ur- 
prii^ to read of corahat^s, in whioh fo much fif»«d<*r. and h\m- 
drcds and even thousands of ^hot, are ex^m-uAM, with m> littU* 
lom of human life ; while a Mni£rtrl<' on f h«.' land of l***^ duration, 
and seemingly of levt o^Minacy, $^hall iiw«*«'p away a multitude. 
The secret of the difference li«^ in th<* uncr^rtaintv of aim, <»n an 
element as restlo>vH as the sea. The larir<**t *hij» i^* mn»ly quite 
motionle*^ when on the oj»en ocean : and it i* not nHt-v^ary to 
tell the reader, that the smallest variation in th^ direction of a 
gun at its muzzle hecomes ma&ruifit'd U^ ninny yards at the div 
tance of a few hundred f«*<'t Mtarine jj^unniT}* has no little re- 
semhlance to the skill of the fowler; since a caU-ulation fur a 
change in the pot^ition of the ohj«*ct mu»Jt commonly U* mado in 
hoth caj^*^ with the additional emharnis*»mrnt on tin* j>art of 
the seaman, of an allowance for a complicaUsI movement in the 
piece it«ielf. 

llow (ar the gun of the Coquette wa«* f^uhj^'ct to the influence 
of these cawtes, or how far the d«*sin» of her captain to pn)t«'ct 
those whom he l)elieved to be on Ixiard th*^ briirantine, had an 
effect on the direction taki'n by ilA shot, will j>rol>a>>ly never be 
known. It is certain, however, that wh«*n tho stream of fire, 
followed by its curling cloud, had gushed out ujH>n the water, 
fifty eyes sought in vain to trace the cours*e of the in>n mt^s^on- 
ger among the sails and riircring of the Water- Witch. The 
symmetry of her Wautiful r\*x was undisturlMuK and the uncon- 
scious fiibric still gli<le<l ov«'r the wav«»s with iU customary ease 
and velocity. Ludlow had a reputation among his crew, for 
some skill in the direction of a gun. The failure, therefore, in 
no degree aided in changing the opinions of the common men 
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oonccming the character of the cha&e. Many shook their heada, 
and more than one veteran tar, as he paced his narrow limits 
with both hands thrust into the bosom of his jacket, was heard 
to utter his belief of the inefficacy of ordinary shot, in bringing^ 
to that brigantine. It was necessary, however, to repeat the 
experiment, for the sake of appearances. The gun was 
several times discharged, and always with the same want of 
Bucoe&o. 

^ lliere is little use in wasting our powder, at this distance, 
and with so heavy a sea,'' said Ludlow, quitting the cannon, 
after a fifth and fruitless essay. ^ I shall fire no more. Look 
at your Kail^, gentlemen, and see that everything draws. We 
must conquer with our heels, and let the artillery rest. — Secure 
the gun." 

**The piece is ready. Sir,*' observed its captain, presuming on 
his known favor with the commander, though he qualified the 
boldness by taking off his hat, in a sufficiently respectful man- 
ner—" Tis a pity to balk it T 

**Fire it younelf, then, and return the piece to its port,^' 
carelessly returned the captain, willing to show that others could 
be as unlucky as himsc^lf. 

Tlie men quartered at the gun, left alone, busied themselves 
in executing tlie order. 

** Hun in tho <)U(>in, and, blast the brig, give her a |¥iint- 
blanker P said the gruff old seaman who was intrusted with a 
local authority over that ])articular piece. " None of your geo- 
metry calcuUitions for me P' 

The crew obeyed, and the match was instantly af>plied. A 
rising sea, however, aided the object of the directly-minded old 
tar, or our narration of the exploits of the piece would end with 
tlie discharge, since its shot would otherwise have inoitaUj 
plunged into a wave within a few yards of its muzzle. The 
bows of the ship ruse with the ap|)earance of the smoke, the 
usual bn«*f expectation followed, then fragments of wood were 
•oen fljnng above the top-mast-studding-sail-boom of tho brigan* 
tiaei which, at the same time, flew forward, carrying with it« 
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and entirely deranging the two important sails that depended 
on the sp«r for support 

^ So much for pkin sailing !'' cried the delighted tar, slapping 
the breech of the gun affectionately. '^ Witch or no witch, 
there go two of her jackets at once ; and by the captain's good- 
will, we shall shortly take <^ some more of her clothes I In 
sponge " 

^The order is to run the gun aft, and secure it," said a 
merry midshipman, leaping on the heel of the bowsprit to gaze 
at the confusion on board the chase. ^*The rogue is nimble 
enough in saving his canvas I ^ 

There was, in truth, necessity for exertion, on the part of 
those who governed the movements of the brigantine. The two 
sails that were rendered temporarily useless, were of great 
importance, with the wind over the taffrail. The distance 
between the two vessels did not exceed a mile, and the danger 
of lessening it was too obvious to admit of delay. The ordinary 
movements of seamen, in critical moments, are dictated by a 
quality that resembles instinct more than thought The 
constant hazards of a dangerous and delicate profi^ssion, in which 
delay may prove fatal, and in which tife, character, and pn>[M»rty 
are so often de}>endent on the self-possession and resources of him 
who commands, b^et, in time, so keen a knowledge of the 
neottsary expedients, as to cause it to approach a natural 
quality. 

The studding-sails of the Water- Witch were no sooner flut- 
tering in the air, than the brigantine slightly chan^nl her 
course, Hke some bird whose wing has been touched by the 
fowler ; and her head was seen inclining as much to the south, 
as a moment before it had pointed northward. The variation, 
trifling as it was, brought the wind on the opposite quartiT, and 
caused the boom that distende<l her mainsail to cr^'be. .\t the 
same instant, the studding saiK which had boon flapping under 
the lee of this vast sho<»t of canvas, swelled to thoir utmost 
tennon ; and the vessel kmt little, if any, of the powor which 
niged her through the water. Even while this evolution was so 
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rapidlj performed, men were seen aloft, nimbly employ ed, as it 
has been already exprosvsed by the obsen-ant little mid^hipmaD, 
in securing the crip[)l(*d sails. 

** A roprue has a quick wit," said Trysail, whose critical eye 
suffered no moveniei]t of the chase to escape him ; ^ and ho lias 
need of it, sail fmm what haven he may ! Yon brigantine is 
prettily handled ! Little have we gaim'd by our fire, but the 
gunners account of ammunition expended ; and little has th« 
freetrader lost, but a studding-sail-biwm, which will work up 
very well yet into to|>-gallant-yards and other light spam, for 
such a cockle-shell." 

** It is something gained, to force him off the land into 
rougher water,** Ludlow mildly answered. **I think we see 
his quarter]>ioces more plainly than before the gun was used*** 

" No doubt. Sir, no doubt. I got a glimpse of his lower 
dead-eyes a minute ago ; but I have been near enougli to see 
the saucy look of the hussy under his bowsprit ; yet there goes 
the brigantine, at large ! '* 

^ I am certain that we are closing," thoughtfully returned 
Ludlow. ** Hand me the glass, quarter-master.'* 

Tnsail watched the countenance of his young oomnumder, 

he examined the chas^' with the aid of the instrument ; and 
he thought he read strong discontent in his features, when the 
other laid it ande. 

'^ Does he show no sii^s of coming back to bis alli^ance, 
Sir ? — or does the rogue hol<i out in olislinaoy ? *' 

^^ The figure on his )H>op is the lK>ld man who ventured on 
boanl the Coquette, and who now s4H'ms quite as much at Lis 
<»as<» as when he exhibitinl his effrontery here ! *' 

"TIk'iv is a look of d«»ep water about that rogue; and I 
lliouijlit that Hot Mai«»sty had trained a priz<^ when he 6n»t put 
f«)ot on our d<vks. You an» riirht enoujjh. Sir. in cilling him 
a Ut\i\ on«» ! TIm» f«'llowV inqaidence would uns<»ttle the dinci- 
plin** of a wh«il(» •»hi[/s eompany, though evory other nmn were 
an offiix'r, and all the rest pri<'sts. He took up as much room 
in walking the quarU^-dcK^k, as a ninety in wenring; and the 
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truck is not driven on the head of that top-^llant-Tuast half as 
bald as the hat v riveted to his head, llie fellow has no 
reverence for a i>ennant ' I managed, in nhifting pennants at 
sunset, to make the fly of the one that came down flap in his 
impudent countenance, by way of hint ; and he took it as a 
Dutchman minds a signal — that is, as a question to be answered 
in the next watch. A little polish got on the quarter-dock of a 
man-of-war would make a philosopher of the rogue, and fit him 
for any company, short of heaven ! *' 

" There goes a now boom aloft ! " cried Ludlow, interrupting 
the discursive discourse of the master. ** He is bent on getting 
in with tl.c j!.*fivic." 

*' If those puflfe come much heavier," returned the master, 
who«e opinions of the cha^ vacillated with his professional 
ft>elings, ^^ we shall have him at our own play, and try the qualities 
of his brigantine. The sea htis a green spot to windward, and 
there are strong symptoms of a scjuall on the water. One can 
almost see into the uj»|)er world, with an air clear as this. Your 
northers sweep the mu»ts otf America, and leave both soa and 
land bright as a school-l>oy*s frice, l)ofore the tears have 
dimmed it^ after the first floiririnir. You have sailed in the 
southern seas, Captain Ludlow, I know ; for we were shipmates 
xunong the l^lamls, years tliat are ptVt; but I never heard 
whether you have run the (.»ibniltar pav^ai^*, and scon the blue 
water that lies aii»onjj the Italy mountains ?'' 

** I made a cruise ainiinnt the Barbarv stares, when a lad ; 
and we had business that t<M)k us to the northern shore." 

** Aye ! ' fis your northern shore I nn'an I There is not a 
foot of it all, from the nx^k at the entmnee to the Faro of 
Messina, that eve of mine hath not s<N»n. No w.int <»f l<»ok-outs 
and land-marks in that qu;irt«'rl Here i*e are cK»se alntard of 
America. whi<'h lies some eii;lit or ten le.nrti**^ then^-away to 
the northward of ua, an<l simie forty a«»tern ; and yet, if it were 
not for our dej>artun\ with the *N»lnr of tin* water, and a 
knowledge of the somidinLT*, one niii^ht ln»lie\e hims^'lf in the 
middk) of the Atlantic Many a good ship plumps upon 
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America before she knows where she is going ; while in jon sea, 
you may run for a mountain, with its side in full view, fi»ttr-and- 
twenty hours on a stretch, before you see the town at its foot*' 

^ Nature has compensated for the difference, in defending the 
approach to this coast by the Qulf Stream, with its floating 
weeds and different teni])erature ; while the lead may feel iti» 
way in the darkest night, for no roof of a house is more gradual 
than the a<tcont of this shore, from a hundred fathoms to a 
sandy beach." 

^ I said many a good ship. Captain Ludlow, and not good 
navigator. — No — no — your thorough-bred knows the difference 
between green water and the blue, as well as between a 
hand-lead and the deep sea. But J remember to have miased 
an observation, once, when running for Genoa, before a mistrail. 
There was a likelihood of making our land-fall in the night, and 
the greater the need of knowing the ship's pot^ition. I have 
often thought. Sir, tliat the ocean was hke human life, — ^a blind 
track fur all that is ahead, and none of the clearest as respects 
that which has been pasM^d over. Many a man runs headlong 
to his own destruction, and many a ship steers for a reef under 
a prifis of canvas. To-morrow is a fog, into which none of us 
can see ; and even the present time is little better than thick 
weather, into \%hich we look without getting much infomuition. 
Well, as I Wits i>UH.'r\'ing, here lay our cour»i*, with the wind as 
near aft as nec'd Ixs blowing much as at pr(.>»ent; for your 
French mlstrail has a family Ukenet^ ti> the American norther. 
We had the main-U>[>-gaIlant-sail sot, without studding-sails, fur 
we b<'gan to think of tht* deep bight in which (lenoa is stowed, 
and the sun had dip|>ed more than an hour. As our good 
fortune would have it, clouds and mist rails do not agn^e long, 
and we got a clear horizon. Ilt^re lay a mountain of snow, 
nortlierly, a Uttlo wi'st, and there lay another, southerly with 
eai«ting. Tlio bost ship in Queen Anne's na\'y could not have 
fetched either in a day's run, yet there we saw them, as plainly as 
if anchored under their K>o ! A look at the cliart soon gave 
tts an insight into our situation. The tint were the Alps, as 
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tiivj call tbeiD, being m I lappoM the French for ap>», of which 
there ue no doubt plL>nty in those regions ; and the other vera 
the highlands of Corsica, both being as white, in midsummer, 
M the hair of a man of fouiMore. You see. Sir, we had only 
to set the two, by oompaM, to know, within a le^pio or two, 
where we were. So we ran till midnight, and hove-to ; in the 
morning we took the light to feel for our haven ." 

" ITie Inigantine is gybing again ! " cried Ludlow. " He ia 
determined to shoal his water!" 

The master glanced an eye around the horizon, and then 
|)ointed steadily towards the north. Ludlow oWned the 
gesture, and, turning bis head, be waa at no Ions to read ila 
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CIIArTEU XXL 

**— lani ifonc. >\r. 
And nnon. tir, 
I'll be with yoa »gninr 

Clown in Tvrmvrm Siuur. 

Although it is contrary to the ap[>areDt cndenoe of our 
senscf^ there is no truth more cert^iiu than that the couise of most 
gales of wind comes from the leeward. The effocts of a tempest 
sliall be felt fur hours, at a \xnni that is seemingly near its 
termination, before they are witnessed at another that apjieara 
to be nearer iU source. Exjierience has also shown that a storm 
is more destructive at or near its place of actual commencement, 
than at that whence it may seem to come. The easterly gales 
that so often \isit the coasts of the republic, commit their 
ravagt'st in the bays of Pennsylvania and Virginia, or along the 
sounds of the Carolinas, hours lx;fore their existence is known in 
the states further e:ijst ; and the same wind which is a tempest 
at Ilatteras, becomes softened to a breeze near the Penobscot. 
There is, however, little mystt^ry in this apparent phenomenoo. 
The vacuum which has been created in the air, and which 
is the origin of all winds, must be filled first from the nearest 
stores of the atmosphere ; and as each region contributes 
to produce the iNpiilibrium, it must, in return, nwive other sup- 
plies from those which lie beyond. Were a given quantity of 
water to be suddenly aljstract^Hl from the sea, the empty space 
would be replenished by a torrent from the neari's^t surrounding 
fluid, whose level would be n^stored in 8m'ce>sion, by supplies 
that were less and K'ss violently contribu'uHl. Were the abstrac- 
tion made on a shoal, or near the land, the flow would be 
the gn*at4'st from that quarter where the fluid had the greatest 
force, and with it would consiv^uently come the current 
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But while there is so cIom an affinity betweou the two duids, 
the workings of tho viewless winds are, in their nature, much 
less subjei't to the ]»owers of human compn.*honsion than those 
of the sister element. The latter are frequently subjtict to the 
direct and manifest influence of the former, while the efi'ects 
produced by the ocean on the air are hid from our knowled<^ 
by the subtle character of the agency. Vague and erratic cur- 
rents, it is true, are met in the waters of the ocean ; but their 
origin is easily referred to tho action of the winds, while we 
often remain in uncertainty as to the imme<liate caus«>s which 
give birth to the breezes themselves. Thas the mariner, even 
while the victim of the irresistible waves, studies the heavens as 
the known source from whence the danger comes ; and while 
he struggles fearfully, amid the strife of the elements, to pre- 
senc the bahinee of the delicate and fearful machine he governs, 
he well knows that the one which presents the most visible, and 
to a landsman much the most formidable object of apprehension, 
is but the iitstniment of the unseen and ])owerful agent that 
heaps tho water on his ))ath. 

It is in cons(H|ih*nce of tliis difference in power, and of the 
mystery that envelojis the workings of the atmosphere, that., in 
all ages, seamen have been the subject* of superstition in resj^ect 
to tlie winds. There is always more or less of the dejx»ndeiicy 
of ignorance, in the manner witli which they have reganled the 
changes of that tickle element. Even tiie mariners of our own 
times are not exempt from this weukm^s. The thoui;htli^s 
ship-boy is reproved if his whistle W heard in t!u» howling of 
tlie gale ; and the officer sometim<>s 1)4 'trays a ftvlifiij of uneasi- 
ness, if at such a moment he should witm^s any violation of tho 
received o])inions of his profession. He tiniLs himself in the 
situation of one whoso ears have drunk in Ifgi'tids of su|x'ma- 
tural appearances, which a Wetter instruction h:is tau«4ht him to 
condemn ; and who, when ]>laced in situations to awaken their 
recollection, finds the necessity of drawing u)»<)n his reason, to 
quiet emotioius tluit he might hesitate t4> ac^know hnli^e. 

When Trysail directed the attention of his vounir commander 
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to the heavens, however, it was more with the inteUigi^noe of an 
experienced mariner than with any of the sensations to which 
allusion has just been made. A cloud had suddenly appeared 
on the water, and long ra^ed portions of the vafK>r were point- 
ing from it, in a manner to give it what seamen term a windy 
appearance. 

^' We shall have more than we want with this canvas T said 
the master, after both he and his commander had studied the 
appearance of the mist for a sufficient time. ^ That fellow ia a 
mortal enemy of lofly sails; he likes to see nothing but naked 
sticks up in his neighborhood !'' 

** I should think his appearance will force the brigantine to 
shorten sail,^ returned the Captain. '* We will hold-on to the 
last, while he must begin to take in soon, or the squall will come 
upon him too fisist for a hght*handed vessel." 

'* Tis a cruiser^s advantage ! yet tlie rogue shows no signs of 
lowering a single cloth !" 

*^ We will look to our own spars," said Ludlow, turning to 
the lieutenant of the watch. ** Call the people up, Sir, and see 
all ready for yonder cloud." 

The order was succeeded by th^ customary hoarse summons 
of the boatswain, who prefaced the effort of his lungs by a long, 
shrill winding of his call above the hatchways of the ship. 
The cry of ** all hands shorten sail, ahoy P' soon brought the 
crew from the depths of the vessel to her upper deck. Each 
trained seaman silently took his station ; and after the ropes 
were cleared, and the few necessary preparations made, all stood 
in attentive silence, awaiting the sounds that might next pro- 
ceed from the trumpet, which the first-lieutenant had now 
assumed in pernon. 

The superiority of sailing, which a ship fitted for war pcsseszies 
over one employed in commerce, proceeds from a variety of 
causes. The first is in the construction of the hull, whidi in 
the one is as jantly fitte<l as the art of naval architecture will 
allow, to the double purposes of speed and buoyancy ; while in 
(ho otlier« the desire of gain induces great sacrificen of the^4« 
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important objects, in order that the voasc4 mny be burdensome. 
Next comes the difference in the ri^, wliich is not only more 
square, but more loi^y, in a ship of war than in a trader; 
because the j^ater force of the crew of the former enables them 
to manap^e both spars and saib that are far heavier than any 
ever used in the latter. Then conies the greater ability of the 
cruL^r to make and shorten sail, since a ship manned by one or 
two hundred men may safely profit y)y the breeze to the last 
moment, while one manned by a dozen often loses hours of a 
fiivorable wind, from the weakness of her crew. This explana- 
tion will enable the otherwise uninitiated rca<ler to understand 
the reasons why Ludlow had ho])ed the coming s<|uall would aid 
his designs on the cha<e. 

To express ourselves in nautical language, " tlie Oxjuette held 
on to tlie List.'' Ragged streaks of vaj)or were whirling about 
in the air, within a fearful proximity to the h>f^y and light saiU, 
and the foam on the water had gut so near the ship as already 
to efiace her wake ; when Ludlow, who had watched the pro- 
gross of the cloud with singular c<x)lness, made a Mgn to his 
subordinate that the pro]ier instant had arrived. 

** In, of all !" shouted through the trum|K't, was the only 
command necessary ; for officers and crew were well instructed 
in tiieir dntv. 

The words had no sooner quitted the li]M of the lieutenant, 
than tlie steady roar of the sea was drowm^d in the flapping of 
can%'as. Tacks, sheet'*, and halyards went tosfrther ; and, in 
less than a minute, the cruiser showed naked spare and whlHtlinix 
ropes, where so hit«*ly had been seen a clouil of snow-white 
cloth. All her steering s:iilH came in to<;<>ther, an<l the K>f\y 
canvas was furled to hot tnp^niU. The latter still stooti, and 
tlie vtssel nceivcnl the weight of the little tem|H'>t on their 
broad surfaces. The gallant ship sttMnl the sh<K*k nobly; but, 
a4 tlie wind came over the t^UTniil, itn force had far h*:^*! influ- 
ence on the hull than on the other oce:ision alri*adv d<-scrilxHl. 
The dangtT, now, w;is only for hers|vars; and these were saved 
hj the watchful, though bold, \ii^hmoe of her captain. 

12 
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Ludlow was no sooner certain that the cruiser felt tbe Ibrao 
of the wind, and to gain this assurance needed but a few 
moments, than he turned his eager look on the brigantine. To 
the surprise of all who witnessed her temerity, the Water-Witch 
still showed all her light saib. Swiftly as the ship was now 
driven through the water, its velocity was greatly outstripped 
by that of the wind. The »igns of the )>assing squall were 
already visible on the sea, for half the distance between the two 
vessels ; and still the chase showed no consciousness of its 
approach. Her commander had evidently studied its effects on 
the Coquette ; and he awaited the shock with the coolness of 
one accustomed to depend on his own resources, and able to 
estimate the force with which he had to contend. 

'* If he hold-on a minute lons^er, he will get more than he can 
bear, and away will go all his kites, like smoke from the 
muzzle of a gun T muttered TrpaiL ^ Ah ! there come down 
his studding-saik — ha I settle away the mainsail — in royal, and 
top-gallant sail, with topsail on the cap! — ^The rascals are 
nimble as pickpockets in a crowd I'^ 

The honest master has sufficiently described the precaatioDs 
taken on board of the brigantine. Nothing was furled ; but as 
everything was hauled up, or lowered, the squall had little to 
waste its fuiy on. The diminished surfaces of the sails protected 
the spars, while the canvas was saved by the aid of cordage. 
After a few moments of pause, half-a-dozen men were seen 
busied in more effectually securing the few upper and lighter sails. 

But though the boldness with which the ^ Skimmer of the 
Seas '' carried sail to the List, was justified by the result, still tho 
effects of the increased wind and rising waves on the progress 
of the two vessels grew more sensible. While tlie little and low 
briganUne began to kbor and roll, the Coquette rode tlie element 
with buoyancy, and consequently with less resbtance from the 
water. Twenty minuten, during which the force of tlie wind 
was but httle lessened, brought the cruiser so near the chase, as 
to enable her crew to distinguish most of the smaller objects that 
were visible above her ridge-ropcs. 
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* Blow, winds, and crack your checks T said Ludlow, in an 
under tone, the excitement of the chase growing with the hope« 
of success. ^I ask but one half-hour, then shift at your 
pleasure I*^ 

** Blow, good devil, and you shall have the cook T muttered 
Trysail, quoting a very different author. '^Another glass will 
bring us witliin hail.*' 

** The squall is lea\'ing us '/* interrupted the captain. - Pack 
on the ship, again, Mr. Luff, from her trucks to her ridge-ro|x^ !** 

Tlie whL<(tle of tlie boatE^wain was again heard at the hatch- 
ways, and the hoane summons of ** all bands make sail, ahoy V 
once more called the people to their stations. The saib were set, 
with a rapidity which nearly equalled the s{)eed with which they 
had been taken in ; and the violence of the breeze was scarcely 
off tlie ship, before its complicated volumes of canvas were 
spread, to catch what remaincil. On the other hand, the chase, 
even more hardy than the cruiser, did not wait for the end 
of the squall ; but, profiting by the notice given by the latter, 
the ** Skimmer of the Seas *' began to sway his yards aloft while 
the sea was still white with foaoL 

** The quick-sighted rogue knows we are done with it,^ said 
Trysail ; ^ and he is getting ready for his own turn. We gain 
but Uttle of him, notwitlistanding our muster of hands.** 

The &ct was too true to be denied, for the brigantine was 
again under all her canvas, before the ship had sensibly profited 
by her su|>enor physical force. It was at this moment, when, 
perhaps in coasequence of the swell on tlie water, the Coquette 
might have possessed some small advantage, that the wind sud- 
denly fiiiled. The squall had been its expiring effort; and, 
within an hour after the two voss<'ls had again made sail, the 
canvas wns flapping against the masts, in a manner to throw 
back, in eddies, a force as great as that it roci*ivcd. Tlie sea 
fell fiist, and near the end of the last or forenoon watch, the 
surface of the ocean was agitated only by those long undulating 
swells, tliat seldom leave it entirely without motion. For some 
litUe time, there were fickle currents of air playing in various 
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directions about the ship, but alwap in sufficient force to urge 
her slowly through the water ; and then, when the equilibrium 
of the element seemed established, there was a total adni, 
During the half-hour of the kiffling winds, the brigatitine had 
been a gainer, though not enough to cany her entirely beyond 
the jeach of the cruiser s guns. 

" Haul up the coui-ses !" said Ludlow, when the last breath 
of wind had been felt on the ship, and quitting the gim wliere 
1)6 had long stood, watching the movements of the chase. 
** Get the boats into the water, Mr. Luff, and arm their crews.** 

The young commander issued this order, which needed no 
interpreter to explain its object, fimdy, but in sadness. His face 
was thoughtful, and his whole air was that of a man who 
yielded to an imperative but an unpleasant duty. TV'hen ho 
had s|)oken, lie signed to the attentive alderman and his friend 
to follow, nnd entered his cabin. 

** There is no alternative," continued Ludlow, as he bud 
the glrwss which so often that morning had been at hLs eye, 
on tlie table, and threw himself into a chair. '^ Tliis rover must 
Ik* si'i2od at every liazard, and here is a favorable occasion 
to carry him by boarding. Twenty minutes will bring us to his 
sitle, and Ave more will put us in |>ossossion ; but ^ 

'*Yon think the Skimmer is not a man to receive such 
visitors vAth an old woman's welcome,*' pithily observed Myu* 
dert. 

'^I much mistake the man if he yivld ho beautiful a vessel 
pearefully. Duty is imjierativc on a seaman. Alderman Van 
lieverout; and much as I hunent the circumstance, it must be 
obevi i\r 

" I understand you, sir. Captain Ludlow has two mistrcsst^. 
Queen Anne and the daughter of old Ktienne HarUrie. He 
ft-are both. When the debts exceed the means of payment, 
it i^ould seem wi««e to utl'er to com|)ound ; and in this case. Her 
Majesty and my niece may be said to stand in case of 
credit >r*.'* 

** You mistake my meatiing, sir,** said Ludlow. ** There am 
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be no oompoAition between a faithful officer and his duty, nor 
do I acknowlodofe more than one mistress in my ship — but sea- 
men are little to bo tru-^ted in the moment of succesf^, and %nth 
their passions awakened by resistance. Alderman Van Bevc- 
rout, will you accompany the party, and sene as mediator ?" 

^ J'ikes and hand-grenades ! Am I a fit subject for mounting 
the sides of a smuggler with a broadsword between my teeth ! 
If you will put me into the smallest and most peaceable of your 
boats, with a crew of two boys, that I can control with the 
Authority of a maii:lstrate, and covenant to remain hero with 
your three toi)saib aback, having always a flag of truce at each 
mast, I will bear the olive-branch to the brigantine, but not 
a word of menace. If report speak true, your * Skimmer of tho 
Seas' is no lover of threats, and Ileaven forbid that I should do 
\nolence to any man's habits ! I will go forth as your turtle- 
dove. Captain Ludlow ; but not one foot will I [>roceed as your 
Goliath.'' 

" And you equally refuse endeavoring to avert hostilities V 
continued Ludlow, turning his look on the Patroon of Kinder^ 
hook. 

** I am the Queen's subject, and ready to aid in supporting 
Uio laws," quietly returned Oloflf Van SLiats. 

" Patroon !'* exclaimed his watchful friend, " vou know not 
what you say 1 If there were question of an inroail of Mohawks, 
or an invasion from the Canadjts, the ca«*e would Ik* altered ; 
but this is only a trifling difterence concerning a small l)alanco 
in the revenue duties, which had U^ttor l>o left to vour 
tidt>-waiter and the other wild-cats of the law. If Parliament 
will put t»»mptation before our eyes, lot the sin lii;ht on their 
own heads. Uuman nature is weak, and the vanities of our 
system are so many inducements to overlook unreasonable n»gu- 
lations. I say, therefore, it is better to remain in j)eace ou 
board this ship, where our charsicters will l)e as safe as our 
bones, and trust to Providemv for what will hapi>oii." 

"I am the Queen's subject, and ready to uphold her dignity,'' 
repeated Olofli firmly. 
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'^I will trust you, sir/' said Ludlow, taking his rival by 
the arm, and leading him into his own state-room. 

The conference was soon ended, and a midshipman shortly 
after reported that the boats were ready for service. The master 
was next summoned to the cabin, and admitted to the private 
apartment of his commander. Ludlow then proceeded to 
the deck, where he made the final dispositions for the attack. 
The ship was left in charge of Mr. Luff, with an injunctioa 
to profit by any breeze that might offer, to draw as near as pos- 
sible to the chase. Tr}^ail was pbiced in the launch at the 
head of a strong party of boarders. Van Staats of Kinderhook 
was provided with the yawl, manned only by its customary 
crew ; while Ludlow entered his own barge, which contained 
its usual complement, though the arms that lay in the 
stem-fiheets sufficiently showed that they were prepared for 
service. 

The launch being the soonest ready, and of much the heaviest 
movement, was the firet to quit the side of the Coquette. The 
master steered directly for the becalmed and motionless brigan- 
tine. Ludlow took a more circuitotu course, apparently with 
an intention of causing such a diversion as might dtstmct 
the attention of the crew of the smuggler, and with the view of 
reaching the point of attack at the same moment with the boat 
that contained his principal force. The yawl also inclined from 
the straight line, steering as much on one side as tlie barge 
diverged on the other. In this manner the men pulled 
in silence for some twenty minutos, — the motion of the larger 
boat, which was heavily charged, being slow and difficult At the 
end of this period, a signal was made from the barge, when all 
the men ceased rowing, and prepared themselves for the strug- 
gle. The launch was within pistol shot of the brigantine, and 
directly on her beam ; the yawl had gained her head, whors 
Van Staats of Kinderhook was studyin«^ the malign exprenion 
of the im^M^, with an interest that schemed to increase as 
his sluggish nature became excited ; and Ludlow on the quarter 
opposite to the launch, was examining the oonditioo of the 
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dune by the aid of a glass. Trysail profited by the pause 
to address his followers : 

^* This is an expedition in boats," commenced the accurate 
and circumstantial master, *' made in smooth water, with little. 
Of one may say no wind, in the month of June, and on the 
coast of North America. You are not such a set of know- 
nothings — ^men, as to suppose the launch has been hoisted out, 
and two of tlie oldest, not to say best seamen, on tlio quarter- 
deck of Iler Majesty's ship, have gone in boats, without the 
intention of doing something more tlian to ask the names 
and character of the brig in sight llio smallest of the young 
gentlemen might have done that duty, as well as the captain or 
myself. It is the belief of those who are best informed that the 
stranger who has the impudence to lie quietly within long range 
of a royal cruiser, without showing his cok>n, is neither more 
nor less than the famous ' Skimmer of the Seas,* a man against 
whose seamanship I will say nothing, but who has none of the 
best reputation for honesty, as respects the Queen s revenue. 
No doubt you have heard many extraordinary accounts of the 
exploits of this rover, some of which seem to insinuate that 
the fellow has a private understanding with those who manage 
their transactions in a loss religious manner than it may be sup- 
posed is done by the bench of bishops. Hut what of that ! Yon 
are hearty Englishmen, who know what belons^i to church and 
state; and d — e you are not the boys to be frightened by 
a little witchcraft (cheer). Aye, that La intelligible and reason- 
able hinguage, and such as satisfies^ me you understand the sub- 
ject I shall say no more than jast to add, that Captain Lud- 
low desires there may be no indecent lanj^age, nor for that 
matter any rough treatment of the people of the bri<^intine, o\er 
and above the knocking on the head and cuttini^ of throats that 
may be necessary to take her. In thus particular you will take 
example by me, who, being old or, have more exiK*ricnc(* than 
most of you, and who, in all reason, should better know when 
and when: to show his manhood. Lay about you like men 
•o long m the free-traden stand to their quarters — but remember 
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mercy in the hour of victory ! You will on no account enter the 
cabins ; on Uiis head my orders arc explicit, and I shall make no 
more of throwing the man into the sea who dares to tran<»gresA 
them, than if he were a dead Frenchman ; and ta we now 
dearly underBtand each other, and know our duty so well, 
there remains no more than to do it I have said nothing 
of the prize-money (a cheer), seeing you are men that love the 
Queen and her honor more than lucre (a cheer) ; but tliis much 
I can safely promise, that there will be the usual di\'ision 
(a cheer), and as there is little doubt but the rogues have driven 
a profitable trade, why the sum totil is likely to bo no trifle.** 
[Three hearty cheers.] 

The report of a pistol from the barge, which was immediately 
followed by "a gun from the cruiser, whose shot came whistling 
between the masts of the Water- Witch, was tlie signal to resort 
to the ordinary means of victory. The master cheered in hia 
turn ; and in a full, steady, and deep voice, he gave the order 
to ** pull away T At the same instant, the barge and yawl were 
seen advancing towards the object of their common attack, with 
a velocity that promised to bring tlie event to a speedy issue. 

Throughout the whole of the prej)arations in and about the 
Coquette, since the moment when the breeze fitilt^ nothing 
had been seen of the crew of the brigantine. The beautiful 
Oibric lay rolling on the hea>ing and sotting wat<>rs; but no 
human form appeared to control her movements or to mako 
the arrangements that seemed so necessary for her deft^nce. 
The sails continued hanging as they had been left by the breeze, 
and the hull was floating at the will of the waves. This deep 
quiet was undisturbed by the approach of the boats ; and if the 
desperate indindual who was known to command the free- 
trader had any intentions of re^istano^, they had btvn entirely 
hid from tlu» loni^ and anxioiw gaze of Ludlow, Even tho 
shouU, and the duelling of the onrs on the water, when the boats 
oommencd th«*ir final advance, pnKluoe<l no change on the 
deck of the cha.se ; though the commander of Uie Coc[UCtte saw 
her h'^ad-yard'i slowly and steadily changing their directioo. 
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Uncertain of the obj*H!t of thl^ movement* he ro^ on the seat of 
his boat, and, warini^ h» hat^ chit ret I the ni-n to greater 
exertion. The banj.? had got within a hundred fot^t of the 
broad'«ide of the brigantino, when the whole of h-T wiJe ^Ids 
of canvas were seen swelling outwanR The e\«jui>itt'ly-or Jored 
inachinerv of spars, sails and rigirinj?, bowed towards the l)arjn\ 
as in the act of a graceful leare-takintr, and the lii^ht hull gtidt^d 
alicad, leanng the boat to plou::h through the empty space which 
it had just occupied. There iioed.»tl no s«'o.>nd lt»«>k to a<<uro 
Ludlow of the inetficacy of further pursuit, since the s**a wa^ 
ahvady niffled by the breeze which had so op|H>rtuncly ci^ino 
to aid the smuirirler. lie siiniod to Trvsail to di^^ist ; and lx>th 
stood looking, with disappointed eyes, at the white and biibbling 
streak which was left bv the wake of the fu'jritive. 

But while the Water- Witch left the boats commandi'd by 
the captain and master of the Queen's cruiser, In^hind her, she 
steered directly on the course that was necessary to bring her 
soonest in contact with the vawl. For a few moments, tlio 
crew of the latter believed it was their own advance that 
brought them so rapidly near their object; and when the 
midshipman who steered the boat discovered his error, it was 
only in season to prevent the swift brigantine from passing over 
his little bark. He gave the yawl a wide sheer, and ci\\M to 
his men to pull for their hves. Oloff Van Staats had ]>l:io<Hi 
liimself at the head of the boat, armed with a hani^er, and with 
every (acuity too intent on the expected attack, to hectl a 
danger that was scarcely intelligible to one of his habits. As 
the brigantino glided past, ho saw her low channels lH^n<ling 
towards the water, and, with a powerful effort, he lo:i)x*d into 
them, shouting a sort of war-cry in Dutch. At the next instant 
he threw his large frame over the bulwark, nn<l disnp{><'nre4l on 
the deck of the smucfijler. 

When Ludlow caus4>d his l>oats to assemble on lh«» spot 
which the chase had so lately occupied, he saw that tlio fruitless 
expedition had Iteen attended by no other casualty than iIh; 
inroluntary abduction of the Patroon of Kinderhook. 

12* 
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CHAPTER XXn. 



" What covatry. IHeadi, Is Ihit r* 
-— UiyrU,lady." 

Wh4T too Will. 



Men are as much indebted to a fortuitous concurrence of 
circumfltancea, for the characters they sustiun in this world, m to 
their personal qualities. The same truth is applicable to the 
reputations of ships. The properties of a vessel, Uke those of an 
individual, may have their influence on her j^ood or e\\\ fortune; 
still, something is due to the accidents of life in both. Although 
the breeze which came so opportunely to the aid of the Water* 
Witch, soon filled the sails of the Coquette, it caused no change 
in the opinions of her crew concerning the fortunes of that ship; 
while it ser\'ed to heighten the reputation which the ^ Skimmer 
of the Seas ^ had already obtained, as a mariner who was more 
than favored by happy chances, in the thousand emergendes of 
his hazardow) profession. Tr}'sail himself shook his head, in a 
manner that expressed volumes, when Ludlow vented his hunior 
on what the young man termed the luck of the smuggler ; and 
the crews of the boats gazed after the retiring brigantine, aa the 
inhabitants of Japan would now most probably regard the 
passage of some vessel propelled by steam. As Mr. Luff was 
not neglectful of his duty, it was not long before the Coquette 
approached her boats. The delay occasioned by hoisting in the 
latter enabled the chase to increase the space between the two 
vessels to such a distance as to place her altogether beyond tlie 
reach of hhot Ludlow, however, gave his orders to pursae, the 
moment the ship was ready ; and he hastened io conceal hit 
disappointment in his own cabin. 

** Luck is a merchant's surplus, while a living profit ii the 
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reward of his wits T observed Alderman Van Bevcrout, who 
oould scarce conceal tlio satisfaction he felt at the unexpected 
and repeated escn])os of the brigantine. *^ Many a man gains 
doubloons, when he only lookinl for dollars; and many a 
market (alls while the go<xls arc in the course of clearance. 
There are Frenchmen enough, (Captain Ludlow, to keep a brave 
officer in good-humor; and the loss reason to fret about a 
trifling mischance in overhauling a smuggler/^ 

" I know not how highly you may prize your niece, Mr. Van 
Beverout ; but were I the uncle of such a woman, the idea that 
she had become the infatuated victim of the arts of yon reck- 
less villain, would madden roe T^ 

** Paroxpms and strait jackets ! Happily you are not her 
uncle. Captain Ludlow, and therefore the less reason to be uneasy. 
The girl has a French fancy, and she is rummaging tlie smug- 
gler's silks and laces ; when her choice is made, we shall have 
her back again, more l)eautiful than ever, for a little finery.'^ 

^ Choice I Oh, Alida, Alida ! this is not the election that we 
had reason to expect from thy cultivated mind and proud senti- 
ments !" 

^ The cultivation is my work, and the pride us an inheritance 
from old £tienne dc Barb^rie," drily rejoined Myndert ** But 
oompbiintB never lowered a market nor rauHMl the fund:*. Let 
us send for the Patroon, and take coun^^l coolly, as to the easi- 
est manner of finding our way back to the Lust in Rust, before 
Her Majesty*s ship geU too far from the coast of America." 

*^ Thy pleasantry is unseasonable, Sir. Your Patroon is gone 
with your niece, and a pleasant passai^e tliey are likely to enjoy 
in such company ! We lost him, in the exjwKlition with our 
boats.'* 

The Alderman stood airha-it. 

•* Lost I — Oloff Van Staati lost, in the expnlition of the 
boots! Evil betide tlie dav when that discreet and affluent 

w 

youth should be lo»it to the colony ! Sir, you know not what 
you utter when you hazard so rash an opinion. The death of 
the young Patroon of Kindorhook would render one of the U-^l 



270 THE W A T E R - W I T C II . 

and most substantial of our families extinct, and leave the tliird 
best estate in the Province without a direct heir I'' 

^* The calamity is not so overwhelming,^ returned the captain, 
with bitterness. " The gentleman has boardeil the smuggler, and 
gone with la belle Barb6rie to examine his silks and Lices T 

Ludlow then ex[)Iained the manner in which the Patroon luul 
disappeared. When perfectly assured that no bodily harm had 
befallen his friend, the satisfaction of the Alderman was quite as 
vivid as his consternation had been apparent but the moment 
before. 

"Gone ^ith la bello Barb6rie, to examine silks and laces T 
he ref>eated, rubbing his hands together, in delight " Aye, there 
the blood of my old friend Stej)hanu:% begins to show itself! 
Your true Hollander is no mercurial Frenchman, to beat his 
head and make grimaces at a shift iu the wind, or a woman^s 
frown; nor a blustering Englishman (you are of the colony 
yourself, young gentleman) to swear a big oath and swagger ; 
but, as you see, a quiet, |>ersevering, and, in the main, an 
active son of old Batavia, who watches his op|x>rtunity, and 
goes into the very presence of " 

•* AMiom ?'' — demanded Ludlow, perceiving that tho Alder- 
man had paused. 

" Of his enemy ; seeing that all the enemies of the Queen 
are necessarily the enemies of cvety loyal subject Bravo^ 
young Oloff ! thou art a lad after my own heart, and no doubt 
— no doubt — fortune will favor the brave ! Had a Hollander a 
proj^er footing on this earth, Ca])ta]n Cornelius Ludlow, wo 
should hear a difTerent tale concerning tlie right to the Narrow 
Seas, and indeed to most other questions of commerce.'* 

Ludlow rose with a bitter smile on hU face, though with no 
ill ftvlini; towanls the man whose exultatiou was so natural. 

'* Mr. Van Sti:it.s may have reason to congratulate himself on 
his i[*fA fortune/" he said, ^ though I much mistake if even hk 
Miteq>rise ^\ ill huoceed, against thfi wiK^s of one so artful, and of 
an Hf>|)earanc«« so gay, as the man whoso guc«t he has now 
booi»nK». . Lt't Uie ciprioc of others be what it may, .Vldennati 



THE WATZR-WITCn. 277 

Van Bcverout, my duty mast be dono. The Fmnp:gler, aided 
by cliance and artifice, has thrice escaped me ; the fourth time, 
it may \yo our fortune. If this ship p<.sscsscs the power to 
destroy the lawK ss rover, let him look to his fate I" 

AVith thi« menace on his lips, Ludlow quitto<l the cabin, to 
resume his station on the deck, and to renew liis unwearied 
watching; of the movements of the chase. 

The change in the wind was altogether in favor of the 
brijrantine. It brought her to wind wart), and was the means of 
placing the two vessels in j ositions that enabled the Water- 
Witrh to profit the most by her peculiar construction. Con- 
se«]uently, when Ludlow reached his jM»st, he saw that the swift 
and light craft had lrimmo<l everything clu^e upon the wind, 
and that she was already so far ahea<l, as to render the chances 
of bringing her again within rangr of his guns almost despe- 
rate ; unless, indeed, some of the m:uiy vicis>itu(left, so common 
on the ocean, should interfile in his behalf. Tliere remained 
little else to \yo done, therefore, but to crowd every sail on the 
Coquette that the ship would l)ear, and to endeavor to keep 
within sight of the chase, during the liours of darkness which 
most so shortly succeed. But Ix'fore the sun had fallen to the 
level of tho water, the hull of the Water-Witch had disapi)eare<l ; 
and when the day cloc^d, no part of her airy outline wjis visible 
but that which was known to belong to her up|H'r and hghter 
spats. In a few minutes after^anls darkn(.>ss covered the ocean ; 
and the seamen of the royal cruiser were left to pursue their 
object at rnndoin. 

IIow far the C\xpiette had run during the r\vj}xi does not 
appear, but when her commander made his apin^arance on tho 
following morning, his long and anxious ^zjo met no otlier 
reward than a naked horizon, t >n ever}* siile, tho s<»a present<Ki 
the same wa'^te of water. Xo objtot was \i-.ibK», but the sea- 
fowl whe<»lingon his wid«» wiiiir, and tho «nnnnits t)f the irreijular 
and green billows. Thn)uj:hout that and many su<x'(Hding da\*s, 
the cruiser continued to plou:;li the oC(>an, sometimes running 
large, with everything opi*ned to the bnv'ze that tho wide booms 
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would spread, and, at others, pitching and laboring with adxeiae 
winds, as if bent on prevailing over the obstacles which even 
nature presented to her progress. Tlie head of the worthy 
Alderman had got completely turned ; and though he patiently 
awaited the result, before tlie week was ended, he knew not 
even the direction in which the ship was steenng. At length 
he had reason to believe that the end of their cruise approached. 
The efforts of the seamen were observed to relax, and the ship 
was permitted to pursue her course under easier sail 

It was past meridian, on one of those days of moderate exer- 
tion, that Francois was seen stealing from below, and staggering 
from gun to gun, to a place in the centre of the ship, where he 
habitually took the air, in good weather, and where he might 
dispose of his person, equally \«ithout presuming too far on the 
good-nature of his superiors, and without courting too moch 
intimacy with the coarser herd, who composed the oommoa 
crew. 

*^Ahr exclaimed the valet, addressing his remark to the 
midshipnum who has already been mentioned by the name of 
Hopper — **Voil^ U terre ! Quel bonheurl I shall be so 
happy — le batiment be trop agrcable, mais vous saves. Monsieur 
Aspirant, quo jo ne suis point marin — What be le nom du 

"They call it France," returned the boy, who understood 
enough of the other's language to comprehend his meaning ; 
^ and a very good country it is — for those that like it** 

** Ma foi, non !** — exclaimed Fran9o», recoihng a pace between 
amazement and delip^ht 

" Call it llolland, then, if you prefer that country mont** 

^ I>it4-A-moi, Monsieur lloppair,^' continued the valet, laying 
a trembling finger on the arm of the remorseless young rogue ; 
** est-ce la France r 

^ One would think a man of your observation could tell thai 
for himself. I>o you not see the church-tower, with a ch&teaa 
in the background, and a village built in a heap, by its side t 
Now look into yon wckxI I There is a walk, straight m a ship"* 
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wake in smooth water, and one — two— three — aye, eleven sta- 
tues, with just one nose amon*^ them all T 

^ Ma foi — derc is not no wood, and no chateau, and no ^il- 
Lnge, and no statue, and no nose, — ^mais, Monsieur, jc suis ag^ — 
est-ce la France ?" 

" Oh, you miss nothing by having an indifferent sight, for I 
shall explain it all, as we go along. You see yonder hill-side, 
looking like a pattern-card, of green and yellow stripes, or a sig- 
nal book, with the flags of all nations, placed side by »ide — ^well, 
that is — ^les champs ; and this beautiful wood, with all tho 
branches trimmed till it looks like so many raw marines at drill, 
i»_la for^t " 

The credulity of the warm-hearted %'alet could swallow no 
more ; but, assuming a look of commu^ration and dignity, he 
drew back, and left the young tyro of the sea to enjoy his joke 
with a companion who just then joined him. 

In the meantime, the Coquette continued to advance. The 
ch&teau, and churches, and villages, of the midshipman, soon 
changed into a low sandy beach, with a Wkground of stunted 
pines, relieved here and there by an o])ening, in wliich appeared 
the comfortable habitation and numerous out-buildings of some 
substantial yeoman, or occiisionally embellished by the residence 
of a country proprietor. Towards noon, the crest of a hill rose 
from the sea ; and, just as the sun sot behind the barrier of 
mountain, the ship parsed the sandy cape, and anchored at the 
spot that she had quitted when first joined by her commander 
after his visit to tlio brigantine. Tlie vessel was soon moored, 
the light yards wore struck, and a boat was lowered into the 
water. Ludlow and the Alderman tlien dosoendinl the side, and 
proceeded towards the mouth of th^ Shrewsbury. Although it 
was nearly dark before they had reached the shore, there re- 
mained light enough to enable the former to discover an object 
of unusual appearance floating in the bay, and at no g^'at dis- 
tance from tho direction of his baige. lie was led by curiosity 
to steer for it. 

^Craisen and Water- Witches T' muttered Mvndert, when 
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thoj were near enoup^h to i)erceivc the nature of the floating ob- 
ject. ** That brazen hussy haunts us, as if we had robbed her 
of i^old ! Let us sot foot on land, and nothing short of a depu- 
tation from the City Council shall ever tempt me to wander 
from my own abode again T 

Ludlow shifted the helm of the boat, and resumed hia course 
towards the river. He required no explanation, to tell him more 
of the nature of the artifice by which he had been duped. The 
nicely -balanced tub, the uprijrht spar, and the extinguished 
lantern, with the features of the fi-male of the malign smile traced 
on its horn faces, reminded him, at once, of the f:iLse light by 
which the Coquette had been lured from her course, on tlie 
night she sailed in pursuit of the brigantine. 
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cnAPTER xxiri. 

**Rls daughter, and the heir uf hU ktasdoni. 

•^bath referrrd herself 
Unto a pcior but worthy fentieumn : — ** 

Ctmbkuhk. 

When AJdennaa Van Ikvcrout and Ludlow dicw near to the 
Lust in Rust, it was already dark. Niglit had overtaken them 
at some distance from the place of hmdinn^ ; and the mountain 
already threw its shadow across the river, the narrow strip of 
land that sepanited it from the sea, and far upon the ocean it- 
self. Neither had an o])portunity of making his observations on 
the condition of tliinirs in and about the villa, until they ascend- 
ed nearly to its level, and had even entered the narrow but 
fragrant hiwn in iU front Jast before th(»y arrived at the gate 
which opened on tlie latter, the Alderman paused, and addri'ssed 
his companion, with more of the manner of their ancient confi- 
dence, than he had manifested during the few preeciling days 
of their int'^rcourse. 

" Vou mast have observed, that the events of this little excur- 
sion on the water have been rather of a ilonicj^tic than of a pub- 
lie character," he said. ** Tliv father w:is a ven" ancient and 
much-esteemed friend of mine, and I am far from c«»rtain that 
there is not some aftinity between u^, in the way of intermar- 
riagt's. Thy worthy mother, who is a thrifty wimian and a 
small talker, had some of the hlxA of my own stcKk. It woultl 
grieve me to 84»e the gtHnl und-^rstandini;, which th<^e roci>llec- 
tions have created, in any m:uiner int^Trupted. I admit. Sir, 
Uiat revenue Is to the state >\liat the soul is to the IhkIv, — the 
monng and g<»vemiiii; primipU' ; and that, as the Ia<^t W4>iild Ik* 
a tcnantl(*ad hou<e without its inhnbitaiits so the tiivt would be 
an exacting and troublesonie master without its propiT products. 
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But there is no need of pushing a principle to extremities I If 
this brigantine be, as you appear to suspect, and indeed as we 
have some reason from various causes to infer, the vessel called 
the Water-Witch, she might have been a legal prize had she 
fallen into your power ; but now that she has escaped, I cannot 
say what may be your intentions ; but were thy excellent &ther, 
the worthy member of the King's Council, living, so discreet a 
man would think much before he opened his lips, to say more 
than is discreet, oa this or any other subject^ 

'* Whatever couhh; I may believe my duty dictates, you may 
safely rely on my discretion concerning the — the remarkable— 
the very decided step which your niece has seen proper to take,** 
returned the young man, who did not make this allusion to Alida 
without betraying, by the tremor of his voice, how great was her 
influence still over him. " I see no necessity of violating the 
domestic feelings to which you allude, by aiding to feed the eats 
of the idly curious with the narrative of her errors/* 

Ludlow stopped suddenly, lea\ing the uncle to infer what he 
would wish to add. 

^ This is generous, and manly, and like a loyal — ^lover, Cap- 
tain Ludlow,*' returned the Alderman ; " though it is not ex- 
actly what I intended to suggest We will not however, mul- 
ti{)ly words in the niglit air — hn ! when the cat is asleep, the 
mice are seen to play ! Those Lighl-riding, horse-racing blacks 
have taken ]X)S8i«sion of Alida's pavilion ; and wo may be thank- 
ful tlie poor girFs rooms are not as large as Harlaem Common, 
or we should hear the feet of some hard-driven beast galloping 
about in them.** 

Tlie Alderman, in his turn, cut short his speech, and started 
as if one of the spukcs of the colony had suddenly presented 
itself to his eyes. His language drew the look of his comfmnion 
towards la Cour dt's Fros ; and Ludlow, at the same moment 
as the uncle, caught an unequivocal view of la belle Barberie, 
as she move<l before the o[>en window of her apartment The 
latter was about to rash forward, but the hand of MyndflK 
arrested the impetuous movement 
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^ Here is more matter for our witB than our legs,** observed 
the cool and prudent burgher. *^ That was the form of mj ward 
and niece, or the daughter of old Etienne Barberie has a double. 
— Francis I didst thou not see the imago of a woman at the 
window of the pavilion, or are we deceived by our wishes f I 
have sonoetimes been deluded in an unaccountable manner, 
Captain Ludlow, when my mind has been thoroughly set on the 
bargain, in the quality of the goods ; for the most liberal of us 
all are subject to mental weakness of this nature, when hope is 
alive r 

** Certainement, oui T exclaimed the eager valet. ^Quel 
malheur to be oblig6 to go on la mer, when Mam Vile Alide 
nevair quit la maifton ! J^^tais sur, que nous nous trompions, car 
jamais la iamille de Barb6rie love to be marins ?* 

^ Enough, good Francis ; the family of Barbaric is as earthy 
as a fox. Go and notify the idle rogues in my kitchen, that 
their master is at hand ; and remember, that there is no neces- 
sity for speaking of all the wonders we have seen on tlie great 
deep. Captain Ludlow, we will now join my dutiful niece with 
as little fracas as possible.'* 

Ludlow eagerly accepted the invitation, and instantly fullowed 
the dogmatical and seemingly unmoved Al<lerman towards the 
dwelling. As the lawn was crossed, they involuntarily paused 
a moment to look in at the open windo^^'s of the pavilion. 

La belle Barberie had ornamented la Cour des Fees with a 
portion of that national taste which she inherited from her 
father. The heavy magnificence that dintinguished the reign of 
Louis XIV., had scarcely di»soeiulrd to one of the middling 
rank of Monsieur de Barberie, who had consequently brought 
with him to the place of his exile, merely those tasteful usages 
which appear almost exclusively the property of the p<H>ple from 
whom he ha<i sprung, without the encumbrance and cost of the 
more pretending fn^thions of the |>eriod. Th<'S4* ns«iges had 
become blended with the more domestic and comfortable habits of 
English, or what is nearly the same tiling, of American life — an 
union which, when it is found, perhaps produces the most just 
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and happy medium of the useful and agreeable. Alida was 
seated by a small table of maho^nj, deeply absorbed in the 
contents of a little volume that lay before her. l^y her side 
stood a tea-semce, the cups and the vesAt^k of which were of 
the diminutive size then used, thou^^h exquisitely wrought and 
of the most beautiful material. Her dress was a nogUgt'^ suited 
to her years ; and her wliolc figure breathed tliat air of comfort, 
mingled with grace, which seems to bo the proper qusdity of 
the sex, and which renders the privacy of an elegant woman so 
attractive and peculiar. Uer mind was intent on the book, and 
the little silver urn hissed at her elbow, ap[)arenUy unheode<l. 

** This is the picture I have loved to draw," half^ whispered 
Ludlow, *' when gales and storms have kept me on the d<'ck, 
throughout many a dreary and tem])estuous night! ^VheD 
body and mind have been impatient of fatigue, this is the 
rej)o6e I have most coveted, and for which I have even dared 
to hope !" 

"The China trade will come to sometliing, in time, and you 
are an excellent judge of comf(»rt. Master Ludlow," returned 
the Alderman. **That girl now has a warm glow on her 
cheek, which would seem to swoar she never fiici'd a breeze in 
her hfe ; and it is not easy to fancy that one who looks so com- 
fortable has lately Ix'en fix)licking amotig tlie dolphins. — Let us 
enter." 

Alderman Van Beverout was not acciu^tomcd to use much 
ceremony in hb) vi>its to his niece. Without appearing to 
think any announovnient nee^ssar}', therefore, the dogmatical 
burgher cc^oUy oj>ened a door, an<l ushered his companion into 
the ])avilion. 

If the mooting l>etweon la belle Alida and her guc«vts was 
di-tingui-*hed by the afli^cted indilTtTencc of the latter, their 
seoniiiii; ease was ijult»» <*quallod by that of the lady. She laid 
aside l»»r b<M»k with acalinntss that mi^ht have Ik^cu expected 
had tlioy part.d but an hour Inft^re, and which sufficiently 
assured U>th Luillow and ht-r uncle that their return was knoi^D 
and tlu»ir pre«4*nce exi>ected. She sim)>]y arose at llioir entrance. 
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and with a smile that brtokoued breeding rather than feeling, 
she retjuested them to be seated. The compofiiire of his niece 
had the effect to thmw tlie Alderman into a brown study, while 
the young sailor scarcely knew which to admire the niowt, the 
exceediuiT loveliness of a woman who was always so beautiful, 
or her admirable self-possession in a scene that most others 
ivould have found sufficiently embamissing. Alida, herself, 
appeared to feel no necessity for any exphmation ; for, when her 
guests were seated, she took occasion to say, while biusied in 
pouring out the tea — 

** You find me prepared to offer the refreshment of a cup of 
deUcious bohea. I think my uncle calls it the tea of the Caer- 
narvon Castle." 

'* A lucky ship, both in her passages and her wares ! Yes, it 
is the article you name ; and I can recommend it to all who 
wish to purchase. But, niece of mine, will you condescend to 
acqaaint this commaiidiT in ller Majesty's service, and a poor 
Alderman of her gootl city of New York, how long you may 
have been exjKcting our company V 

Alida felt at her girdle, and drawing out a small and richly- 
oniamented watch, she coolly examined its hands, as if to 
learn the hour. 

^ We are nine. I think it was past the turn of the day, 
when Dinah first mentioned that this pleasure might bo 
expected. IJut, I should al^ tell you that p;ickagi»s which 
seem to contain letters have arrived fn)m town." 

This was giving a i«ew and sudden direction to the thoughts 
of the Alderman. He had refrained from en tiering on th<iso 
explanations which the circumstances s<H?m<Hl to n»<iuire, Ixcause 
he well knew that he stiMxl on dangi^roiLs ground, and that 
more might be saiil than he wished his (.companion to h«*ar, no 
le«s than from ama/^'Uieut at the comfnisure of his ward. IIo 
wasnotsorr}', thoiffore, to ha\e an excuse to delay his imjuirii*, 
(hat ap|)eared so much in character as that of n-adini; tlic 
oommunications of his business corn^^inrndents. Sw:illi)wing the 
ouotents of the tiny cup he held, at a gulp, the cagm merchant 
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seized the packet that Alida now offered ; and, mnttering a ic'W 
words of apology to Ludlow, he left the pavilion. 

Until now the commander of the Coquette had not »poken. 
Wonder, mingled with indignation, sealed his mouth, tliough 
he had endeavored to penetrate the veil which Alida had drawn 
around her conduct and motives, by a diligent use of his eyca. 
During the first few moments of the interview, he thought that 
he could detect^ in the midst of her studied calmness, a melan- 
choly smile struggling around her beautiful mouth ; but only 
once had their looks met, as she turned her full, rich, and daik 
eyes furUvely on his face, as if curious to know the effect pro- 
duced by her manner on the mind of the young sailor. 

^ Ilave the enemies of the Queen reason to regret the cmiso 
of the Coquette ?*^ said la Belle, hurriedly, when she found her 
glance detected ; ** or have they dreaded to encounter a prowess 
that has already proved their inferiority ?" 

" Fear, or prudence, or perhaps I might say conscience, has 
made them wary," returned Ludlow, | pointedly emphasizing 
the latter word5. '* We have run from the Hook to the edge 
of the Grand Bank, and returned without success." 

^ Tis unlucky. But, though the French escaped, have none 
of the lawless met with punishment 1 There is a rumor among 
the slaves, that the brigantine which visited us is an object of 
suspicion to the (fovemmeiit T 

^ Suspicion ! — But I may ap{>ly to la l>el1e Barberie, to know 
whether the character her commander has obtained be merited f* 

Alida smiled, and, her admirer thought, sweetly as ever. 

**It would be a sign of extraordinary complaisance, were 
Captain Ludlow to apply to the girls of the colony for instruction 
in his duty ! We may be secret encouragers of the contraband, 
but surely we are not to be suspected of any greater fiuniliarity 
with their movements. These hints may compel me to 
almndon the pleasures of the Liu«t in Kust, and to seek air and 
health in some less exposed situation, llappily the banks 
of the Hudson offer manv, that one need be fastidious indeed 
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^ Among which 70a count the JIanor House of Kinder- 
hook?*' 

Again Alida smiled, and Ludiow thought it was triumph- 
antlj. 

*' The dwelhng of Oloff Van Staat» is said to be commodjoua, 
and not badly placed. I have seen it, ** 

^ In jour images of the future f said the voung man, obsenr- 
ing she hesitated. 

Alida laughed downright But, immediately recovering her 
•elf-command, she replied — 

**Not so fancifully. My knowl^d;^e of the beauties of tho 
house of Mr. Van Staats is confined to very unpoetical glimpses 
from the river, in passing and repriA^ing. The chimneys are 
twisted in the most approved style of the Dutch Brabant^ and, 
although wanting the stork^s nest on their summits, it seems as 
if there might be that woman *s tempter, comfort, around the 
hearths beneath. The offices, too, have an enticing air, for a 
thrifty housewife T 

^ Which office, in compliment to the worthy i'.-itroon, you 
intend shall not long be vacant T* 

Alida was playing with a s|>oon, curiously wrought to roprt- 
sent the stem and leaves of a tea-plant She started, drop[)ed 
the implement, and raised her eyes to the face of her companion. 
The look was steady, and not without an intercut in the e\ident 
concern betrayed by the young man. 

^It will never be filled by me, Ludlow,^ was the answer 
littered solemnly, and with a decision that denoted a resolution 
fixed 

" That declaration removes a mountain ! — Oh ! Alida, if you 
could as easily ^ 

^^Hushr whispered the other, rising and standi iif^ for a 
moment in an attitude of intense expectntion. Iler vye became 
brighter, and tlie bloom on her cliei'k even «let>]M*r than before, 
while pleasure and hope wore both strongly depicted on her 
beautiful bee — ** Hush T she continued, mi»tioning to Ludlow 
to repreM hit feelings. ^ IHd you hear nothing T 
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The disappointed and yet admiring young man was silent, 
though he watched her singularly interesting air and lovely 
features, with all the intenseness that seemed to characterize 
her own de]>ortmeut As no sound followed that which 
Alida had heard or fancied she had heard, she resumed her 
seat, and a])])eared to lend her attention once more to her 
com])anion. 

'* You were sj)eaking of mountains ?" she said, scaroe knowing 
what she uttered. ** ITie passage between the bays of Xew- 
burgh and Tappan has scarce a rivid, as I have heard from 
travelled men.** 

** I was indeed s]>oakingof a mountain, but it was of one thai 
weighs on my heart Your inexjilicable conduct and cruel 
inditi'ercncc have lieaped it on my feolinp^, Alida. You have 
said that there Is no hoj)e for Oloff Van Staats; and one 
syllable, s])oken with your njitivc ingenuousness and sincerity, 
hiis had the effect to blow all my apprehensions from that 
quarter to tlie winds. There remains only to account for 
your absence, to resume the whole of your power over one who 
is but too readily du*iH>sod to confide in all you say or do.** 

La belle BarlM^'rie seemed touchetl. Her glance at the young 
sailor was kinder, and her voice wanted some of its ordinary 
steadiness in the reply. 

'* That power has then been weakened ?" 

" You will ds.'spise me if I say no, — you will distrust me if I 
sav V(*s." 

**Then silence seems the course best adapted to maintain our 
present amity. — Surely I heard a blow struck, lightly, on the 
shutter of that window f* 

" IIo|H» soinetinit^ dot\'ives us. This rejwated belief would 
suH'tn to sav that vou exiK'ct a visitor ;" 

* V A 

A di^tinot tap on the shutter oonfinned tlie imprcevMon of the 
mifrtrcvs of till' pavilion. Alida hx^ked at her companion and 
apfH:un*d (iiiU'irrasstMl. Her c«>lor varied, and she seemed 
anxious to utttT some tiling that either her feelings or ber 
prudence suj>pre;M«cd. 
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** Cn])tain Ludlow, you have once before been an unexpected 
witnesA of an interview in la Cour dcs Fees, that has, I fear, 
subjected me to unfavorable surmises. But one manly and 
generouA as yourself can have indulgence for tlie little vanities 
of woman. I expect a visit that, {)erhap8, a Queen's officer 
should not countenance.*' 

^I am no exciseman, to pry into wardrol^es and secret 
repositories, but one whose duty it in to act only on the high 
seas, and againHt the more o])en violators of the law. If you 
have any without, whcjse presence you dt»Hire, let them enter 
without dread of my office. When we mevt in a more suitable 
place, I shall know how to t'lke my re\ enge." 

His companion looked grateful, and bowed her acknowknlg- 
ments. She then m:ule a ringing sound by u»ing a s]>oon on 
the interior of one of the voH.^eU of the tea e<juipage. The 
shrubber}' which shaded a window stirn*d ; and pr(>sently the 
young stranger, already so well known in tlio former pag»*H of 
this work, and in the scenes of the brigantine, ap|>eare<I in 
the low balcony. Ilis person was scarcely Mvn, before a light 
bale of goods was toss^'d past him, into the centre of the 
loom. 

** I send my certificatt* of character as an avanl-courier," 
said the gay dealer in contraband, or Ma^^ler Seadrifl, as he was 
called by the Alderman, touching liis cap, gallantly, to the 
mistress of 1a Cour des Fci'a, an<l then somewhat more 
ceremonioaMy to her companion ; after which ho retunied the 
gold-bound covering to its seat, on a UhI of rich and gl<>R**y 
<iirls,And sought his package. '* Here is one more customer than 
f bargained for, and I look to more than conmion g:iin I \Vo 
have met before, (^aptain Ludlow." 

** We have. Sir Skimmi^r of the S<\is and we shall meet again. 
AVinds mav chaniri*, and fortune V4't favor the riirht !** 

** We trust to the S4'a-i;re<*n latlv\s care,'* returne*! the extraor- 
dinary smu'^'^ler, ]K>intiiig with a s|Hvi»»s of nnen»nce, real or 
affiH:tcd, to tlie image that was k>auti fully workinl, in rich colors 
on the vdvet of his cap. What has been will be, and the past 

13 
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gives a hope for the future. We meet, here, on neutral ground, 
I tnist" 

'* I am the commander of a royal cruiser, Sir,^ haughtily le- 
tumed the other. 

'* Queen Anne may be proud of her 8cn*ant ! — ^but we neglect 
our affairs. A thousand pardons, lovely mistress of la Cour doB 
F^es. This meeting of two rude mariners does a slight to your 
beauty, and little credit to the fealty due the sex. Having done 
with all comj>liments, I have to offer certain articles that never 
fmled to cause the brightest eyes to grow more brilliant, and at 
which duchesses have gazed with many longings.** 

'^ You s])eak with confidence of your associations, Master Sen* 
drift, and rate noble personages among your customers as &- 
miliarly as if you dealt in ofliccs of state.** 

^ This skilful senitor of the Queen will tell you, lady, that 
the wind which is a gale on the Atlantic, may scarce cool the 
burning cheek of a girl on the land, and that the links in life 
are as curiously interlocked as the ropes of a ship. The Ephe* 
sian temple and the Indian wigwam rested on the same earth.** 

** From which vou infer that rank docs not alter nature. 

m 

We roust admit, Captain Ludlow, that Master Seadrifi under- 
stands a woman 8 heart, when he tempts her with stores of tissuea 
gay as these !** 

Ludlow had watched the speakers in silence. The manner 
of Alida was far less embarrassed, than when he had before seen 
her in the smusrgler s comi^any ; and his blood fired, when he 
saw that their eyes met witli a secret and friendly intelligence. 
He had remained, however, with a resolution to be calm, and to 
know the worst Conquering the expression of his feelings by 
a great effort, he answered with an exterior of composure, though 
not without some of that bitterness in his emphasis which be 
(elt at his heart 

^ If Master Seadrifi has this knowledge, he may value himaelf 
on his good fortune,** was the reply. 

** Much intercourse with the sex, who are my best customen, 
has something hc]|)6d me,** returned Uus cavalier dealer in 
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tfaband. ^ Ilerc l^ a brocade, whose fellow is worn openlj in 
the presence of our royal mUtresft, though it camo from the fo^ 
bidden looms of Italj ; and the ladies of the court return from 
patriotically dancing, in the fabrics of home, to please the pub- 
lic eye, once in the year, to wear these more agreeable inrcn- 
tiODs, all the rest of it, to please themselves. Toll me, why does 
the Englishman, with his pale sun, spend thousands to force a 
sickly imitation of the gifts of the tropic*, but l)ecau<e he jnnes 
for forbidden fruit ? or why dt)es your l*aris gourmand roll a fig 
on his tongue, that a Lazzarunc of Nnpl's would cast into his 
bay, but becau!»o he wishes to enjoy the bounties of a low lati- 
tude, under a watery sky ? I have seen an indindual fe^ist on 
the eau 8ucr6 of an European pine, that cost a guinea, while his 
palate would have refused the same fruit, with it^ delicious com- 
pound of acid and sweet, mellowed to n])eneHs under a burning 
sun, merely because he could have it for nothing. Tliis is the 
secret of our patronage ; and as the sex are most liable to its m- 
fluence, we owe them most gratitude." 

"You have travelled, Master Semlrift," returned la lk>lle, 
smiling, while she tossed the rich contents of the Imle on the 
carpet, ** and treat of usages as familiarly as you s|)eak of dig- 
nities." 

•' The lady of the sea-gre<*n mantle does not i>ermit an idle 
•enrant We follow the direction of her guiding hand ; some- 
times it ]H)intA our course among the isU*s f>f the Adriatic, and 
at others on rour storm v American coasts. Tliere is little of 
Euro|>e between Gibraltar and the Cattrgat that I ha\e not 
^Tsited.'' 

** Dut Itnly has l>e4»n the favorIt«\ if one may judge by the 
numW of her fabrics that you protlutv.*' 

" Italy, France and Flanders, di\-i«le my custom ; though you 
•re ri{fht in believing the former most in favor. Many veara of 
early life did I pass on tne noble coa*^ts of that romantic region. 
One who prote<'t«'d and guidtnl my infancy and youth, even loft 
me for a time under instniction, on the little phiin of Som»nto.'* 

"And where oan this plain be ^luid ?~for the rosidence of 
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80 famous a rover may, one day, become the theme of song, 
and is likely to occupy the leisure of the curious.*^ 

** Tlie grace of the 8|)eaker may well excase the irony ! Sor- 
rento is a town on the southern shore of the renowned Naples 
bay. Fire has wrought many changes in that soft but wild 
country ; and if, as religionists believe, the fountains of the great 
deep were ever broken up, and the earthV crust disturbed^ to 
permit its secret springs to issue on the surface, this may ha%'0 
been one of the spots chosen by him whose touch leaves marks 
that are indelible, in which to show his power. The bed of the 
earth itself, in all that region, appears to have been but the 
vomitings of volcanoes ; and the Sorrentine passes his peaceable 
life in the bed of an extinguished crater. 'Tis curious to see in 
what manner the men of the middle ages have built their town, 
on the margin of the sea, where the element has swallowed one 
half the ragged ba<^in, and how they have taken the yawning 
crevices of the tufo for ditches to protect their walls ! I have 
visited many Iand«, and seen nature in nearly every clime ; but 
no spot has yet presented, in a single view, so pleasant a com* 
bination of natunil objects, mingled witli mighty recollectioosy 
as that lovely abode on the Sorrentine cliff'< I*' 

** Recount me these pleasures, that in memory s<M»m so agree- 
able, while I examine further into the contents of the bale.** 

The gay ycmng free-trader paitsed, and seemed lost in images 
of the past Tlien, with a melancholy smile, he Boon contioueiL 
** Tliou^h many years are gone," he said, " I can recall the beau- 
ties of that K^'ne as \'ividly as if they still stood before the eye. 
Our alxxle was on the verge of the cliffs. In front lay the deep- 
blue water, and on its further shore was a line of objects such 

as accident or d*'^ilnl ranlv assembly's in one new. Fancy tliv- 

^ • • • 

S4'lf, bdy, at my side, and follow the cur^'aturo of the northern 
shore, as I trace the outline <if that glorious scene ! That higli, 
mountainous and ragi:^ed i}«land on the extreme left, is modem 
Iscliia lU orii^ii is unknoi^ii, though piU'S of lava lie along its 
eoa««t| which s^m'ius fn*sh as that thrown from the mountain ye»- 
tertluy. The long, low bit of kmd, insulated like its neighbor* 
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b called Procida, a scion of ancient Greece. lU |)eopIe still pro- 
isen'e, in dre^s and s|)ecch, marks of Uieir origin. The narrow 
strait conducts you to a high and naked blu£ Tliat is tho 
M»cnum of old. llcro Eneas came to Und, and Home held 
her fleeU, and thonce Pliny took the water, to get a nearer 
\\exr of the lalx>rs of the volcano, after its awakening from cen- 
turies of sleep. In tho hollow of the ridge, between tliat naked 
bluff and the next swell of the mountain, he the fiibulous Styx, 
tlie Elysian fields and the place of the dead, as fixed by the 
Mantuan. More on the height and nearer to the soa, lie, buried 
in the earth, the vast vaults of the Piscina Mirabilis, and the 
gloomy caverns of tljo llundred ChamWrs ; places tliat equally 
denote the luxury and the doH{K>tisro of Rome. Nearer to the 
vast pile of castle, that is vb«iblc so many Io:ii^u?a, is the graceful 
and winding liaifl*an harbor; and against the side of its sheltering 
hills once lay the city of villas. To that sheltered hill, em|>e- 
rore, consuls, ])oet8, and warriors, crowded from the capital, in 
quest of repose, and to breathe the pure air of a sjiot in which 
pestilence has since made it* abode. The earth is btill covered 
with tho remaiiLs uf their magnificence^ ami ruins of t<.*mples 
and baths are scattered freely among the olivt^ and fig-troos of 
the peasant A fainter bluff limits the north-est^tem boundary 
of the little bay. On it, once stoo<l the dwollingn of emjM^rors. 
Tliere Csesar sought retirement, and tlie warm springs on its 
side arc vet called the biitlis of the blotnlv Nero. Tliat small 
conical hill, which, as you see, |h)ss<^ms a greonrr an<l fresher 
look tiian the adjoining land, is a cone oj«H:t(Hl by tlie caldron 
beneatli, but two brief centurii-s since. It (K*cu|»ies, in part, tho 
site of the ancient Lucrine lake All that n'lnains of that famous 
receptacle of the ej»icure is tho small and slmllow shcn t at its 
base, which is w^paratotl from tho sou by a m«To thread of saniL 
More in the rear, and surrounded bv dn^an* hill*, lie the waters 
of Avemas. On thoir banks still stand tho niins of a tompio, 
in which rites were coK'bratod to the infornal d •itit'<». Tlio irrotto 
of the Sybil pierct^s that ridge on tho lof^, an<l the Cumsean 
paMig« it nearly in iti rear. The town which is seen a mile to 
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the right) is Pozzuoli — a port of the andents, and a spot now 
visited for its temples of Jupiter and Neptune, its mouldering 
amphitheatre, and its half-buried tombs. Hero Caligula at- 
tempted his ambitious bridge; and while crossing thence to 
Baise, the vile Nero had the life of hb own mother assailed. 
It was there, too, that holy Paul came to land, when joumejring 
a prisoner to Rome. Tlie small but high island, nearly in its 
front, is Nisida, the place to whidi Marcus Brutus retired after the 
deed at the foot of Pompej's statue, where he possessed a ^iUo, 
and whence ho and Cassius sailed to meet the shade and the 
vengeance of the murdered Cassar, at Philippi. Tlien comes a 
crowd of sites more known in the middle ages ; though just be> 
low that mountain, in the background, is the famous subterra- 
nean road of which Strabo and Seneca are said to speak, and 
through which the }>easant still daily drives his ass to the mar- 
kets of the modern city. At its entrance is the reputed tomb 
of Virgil, and then commences an amphitheatre of white and 
terraced dwellings. Tliis is noisy Napoli itself, crowned with 
its rocky castle of St Elmo ! Hie vast plain, to the right, is 
that which held tlie enenating Capua and so many other cities 
on its bosom. To this succeeds the insulated mountain of tlie 
volcano, with its summit torn in triple tops. *lls said that villas 
and \ilIagos, towns and citii^, lie buried beneath the vineyards 
and palaces which crowd its base. The ancient and unhappy 
dty of Pompeii stood on that luckless plain, which, following the 
shores of the bay, comes next ; and then we take up the hne of 
the mountain proraontor}', which forms the Sorrentine side of 
tlie water T 

*' One who has had such K^hooling, should know better how 
to turn it to a g^Mxl account,*' s»id Ludlow, sternly, when tho 
excited smu^crler c<»a«ied to speak. 

" In other lands m<^n derive their loaming from books; in 
Italy, children a<*quire knowlodgt^ by the study of vlmUc things*' 
was the undi^turlu'd ansx\er. 

** Some frum this count rv are fund of believinji: tliat our own 
bay, these summer skies, and tlie climate in general, should have 
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a strict reBemblance to iLoee of a region which lies precisely in 
our own latitude/* observed iViida, so hantilj, as to betmy a 
desire to preserve the peace between her fjuoftt**. 

^That your Manhattan nnd Raritan M*aters are broad and 
pleasant, none can deny, and that lovely l)ein^ dwell on their 
bonks, lady," returned Seadrift, galUntly liftinp^ his cap, " my 
own senses have witnessed. But 't were wiser to select some 
other point of your excellence, for comparison, than a oomiioti- 
tion with the glorious waters, the fantastic and mount4iin inlos, 
and the 6unny hill-sides of mo<lem Na]K>li ! Tis o>rtain the 
latitude is even in your favor, and tliat a beneficent sun does not 
(ail of its office in one re^on more than in the other. But the 
forests of America are still too prep^nant of vnfors and e%hala- 
tion-s not to impair the purity of the native air. If I have seen 
much of the Mediterranean, neither am I a stranger to these 
coasts. While there are so many |H>ints of resemblano<» in thoir 
elimates, there are also mnnv and markc'd causi'H of difl«>n*noo." 

*• Teach us, then, what forms th<»i*e distinctions, that, in sj»euk- 
ing of our bay and skioA, we may not l)o li>d into error.** 

** Vou do me honor, lady; I am of no jjroat wlMH»lintr, and 
of humble powers of s])e<'ch. Still, the littlo that olAr»r\ntion 
may have taught me, shall not 1h» churlishly withlH-KL Your 
Italian atmosphere, taking the humidity of the s<>a«, i^ MUtm^ 
times hazy. Still water in lar^ b<MlitH(, otix'r than in tlio two 
seas, is little known in tho^ distant countrii^. Few objootn in 
nature arc drier than an Italian river, durini; tho«<' month?< iihrn 
the sun has most influence. Hie eflt'ot is u^ible in the air, 
which is in general elastic, dr^', and olMMlitMit to the t^^nrral 
UwB of the climate. There floats l(>>s exhalation, in tho form of 
line and nearly invi^ilile %*apor, than in tlH'<4' w<mm14hI n^i^ion^. 
At leaiit, so he of whom I s|>oke, as one who (guided my youth, 
was wont to say.** 

** You hesitate to tell uh of our skit^, our evonin;* li'.;lit, and 
of our bay f *' 

•* It shall be said, and said sincerelv — Of iho bnvs, onch s^^ems 
to have been appropriated to that for which nature most intended 
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it — The one is poetic, indolent, and fuU of graceful but gforioos 
beauty ; more pregnant of enjoyment than of usefulness. The 
other will, one day, be the mart of the world !" 

^ You Ntill shrink froni pronouncing on their beauty,** said AKda 
disappointed in spite of an affected indifference to the subject. 

*' It is ever the common fault of old communities to oven-alua 
themselves, and to undervalue new actors in the great drama of 
nations, as men long successful disregard tlie efforts of new as* 
piraiits for favor,** said Seadrift, while he kK>ked with amaze- 
ment at the pettish eye of the frowning beauty. ^ In this in- 
stance, however, Europe has not so greatly erred. They who 
see much resemblance between the bay of Naples and this of 
Manhattan, have fertile brains ; since it rests altogether on the 
circumstance that there is much water in both, and a passage 
between an island and the main-land, in one, to resemble a fias- 
sage between two islands in the other. This is an estuary, that 
a gulf; and while the former has the green and turbid water of 
a shehing shore and of tributary rivers, tlie latter has the bins 
and limj)id element of a deep sea. In these distinctions, I take 
no account of ragi^ and rocky mountains, with the indescri- 
bable play of golden and rosy light upon their broken surlxices, 
nor of a coast that teems with the recollections of three thousand 
years I" 

" I fear to question more. But surely our skies may be men- 
tioned, even bv the side of those vou vaunt ?" 

** Of the skies tnilv, vou have more reason to be confident. 
I remember that standing on the Capo di Monte, which over- 
looks the little, picture<*que, and crowded beach of the Marinn 
(vrando, and Sorrento, a spot that teems with all that is poetic 
in the fi^^herman's 11 tV, he of whom I have spoken, once |K>inted 
if* tlie transpanMit vault jdK>ve, and said. *Tlioro is the m*K)n of 
Amonca !' Tli«> c<»l«>rs of tln^ rot'k«»t wore not more vind than 
the stars that ni'^lit, for a Tramontana had swept eveiy impurity 
firom the air, far ujm^u the noii^hb(.)ring sea. But nights like that 
are rare, ind^M^d, in any clime ! llie inhabitants of low latitudes 
enjoy them rkoca«i anally ; those of higher, never,*' 
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** Tlicn our flattering belief that these western sunsets riral 
those of Italy, is delusion ?" 

•* Not BO, lady. They rival without resembling. The color 
of the ^tui, on which so fair a hand b restin^^, is not softer than 
the hucH one sees in the heavens of Italy. But if your evening 
sky wants the pearly light, the rosy clouds, and the soft tints 
whicli, at that hour, melt into each other, acro^ the entire 
vault of Napoli, it far excels in the vividness of the glow, in the 
depth of the transitions, and in the richness of colors. Tliose 
are only more delicate, while these are more gori^eou^^! AVhen 
there shall be less exlmlation from your forests, the same causes 
may produce Uie same effects. Until then America must be 
content to pride herself on an exhibition of nature*s beauty in a 
new, though scarcely in a less pleasing, form." 

"Tlien they who come among us from Europe are but 
half right when they deride the pretensions of our bay and 
heavens ?'* 

^ Which is much nearer the truth than they arc wont to be, 
on the subject of this continent. Si)enk of tlio many rivers the 
double outlets the numberless basins and the uniH|ualled 
fiidlitios of your Manhattan harbor ; for in time they will come 
to render all the beauties of the unrivallwl bay of Naples vain : 
but tempt not the stransrer U> pu^h the comparison bt»yond. 
Be grateful for your skies, ladv, for few live under fairer or 
more l)ene6cent — But I tiro you with these opinions, when 
here are colors that have more charms fiir a younif and lively 
imagination than even the tints of nature T 

La belle Barlx'rie smiled on the dealer in contraband with an 
interest that sickened Ludlow ; and she was alM>ut to reply, in 
better humor, when tlie voice of her uncle aunoimced liis near 
approach. 

13* 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

"There thall be, In CBglnod, wven half-penny love* loM for a prnnf. The 
Ihree-bfloped prit shall have ten booiM ; and 1 will make it frluoy lu drink son II 
bfcr.*'— Jack C'aoic. 

II AD Alderman Van Beverout been a party in the preceding 
dialogue, he could not have uttere«I words more a[>iK)6ite than 
the exclamation with which he firet saluted the care of those in 
the ])avilion. 

** Gales and climates T exclaimed the merchant, entering with 
an open letter in his hand. *' Here are advices received, by way 
of Cura^oa and the co&st of Africa, that the good ship Musk- 
Rat met with foul winds off the Azores, which lengthened her 
passage home to seventeen weeks — this w too much precious 
time wasted between markets Captain Cornelius Ludlow, and 
H will do discredit to tlie good character of the ship, which has 
hitherto always maintained a sound reputation, never net'ding 
more than the regular seven months to make the voyage honra 
and out again. If our ves<«els fall into this lazy train, we shall 
never get a skin to Bristol till it is past use. Wliat have we 
here, niece f Merchandise I and of a suspicious fabric ! — who 
has the invoice of these g(X)ds, and in >\hat vessel were they 
ftlupiied f 

" These are questions that may be better answered by their 
owner/* returned la Belle, pointing; gravely, and not ttithont 
tremor in her voice, towards the dealer in contraband, who, at 
the ajtproach of the Alderman, had shrunk back as far as 
possible from view. 

^lyndert cast an uneasy glance at tlie unmoved countenance of 
the commander of the royal cruiser, after having bestowed a brief 
bat understanding look at the contents of the bale. ^ Captain 
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Ludlow, the chaser is chased T he said. *' After sailing about the 
Atlantic, for a week or more, like a Jew broker's clerk running 
up and down the Boom Key at Rotterdam, to get off a consign* 
ni4*nt of damaged tea, we are fairly caught ourselves ! To whnt 
fall in prices, or change in the 64'ntiments of the Board of 
trade, am I indebted for tlie honor of thb visit, blaster a — a — a 
— gay dealer in green ladies and bright ti^ssues ?'' 

The confident and gallant manner of the free-trader had 
ranisheil. In its place there appeared a hesitating and embar- 
rassed air that the individual was not wont to exhibit, blended 
with some apparent ind(H;ision, on the subject of his reply. 

^ It is the business of those who hazard much, in order to 
minister to the wants of hfe,*' he said, afler a pause that waa 
sufficiently expressive of the entire change in his demeanor, 
" to seek customers where tlicre b a reputation for liberality. 
I hope my boldness will be overlooked, on account of it* motive, 
and that you will aid the lady in judging of the value of my 
articles, and of their reasonableness as to price, with your own 
superior ex[>erience." 

Myndert was quite as much astonishe<l by this languago, and 
the subdued manner of tlio smugi^ler, as Ludlow ha elf. 
Wlien he expected the heaviest demand on his address, * 
order to check the usual forward and reckless familiarity of 
Seadrift, in order that his connexion with the ** Skimmer of the 
Seas" might be as much as jxjssible involved in ambiguity, to 
his own amazement, he found his purpose more than aided by 
the sudden and extraordinary res])ect with which he was 
treate<1. Emlioldened, and ]K*rha|)s a little elevato<l in his own 
esteem, by this unexpected deferenot\ which the worthy Alderman, 
shrewd as he was in common, did not fall, like oth^^r men, to 
impute to some inherent (juality of his own, he answered with 
a greater depth of voice, and a more protecting air, than he 
might otherwise have dt»em(»d it prudent to a^siune to one who 
had so frequently given him pn»of> of his own ft^arlcss manner 
of viewing things. 

** This is being more eager as a trader than pmde|^t m one 
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who should know the value of credit,** he said, irtoking, at the 
same time, a lofly gesture to betoken indulgence for so venial 
an error. *^ We must overlook the mistake, Captain Ludk>w, 
since, as the young man truly observes in his defence, gain 
acquired in honest traffic is a commendable and wholesome 
pursuit One who appears as if he might not be ignorant of 
the laws, should know that our virtuous Queen and her wi^e 
counsellors have decided that Mother England can produce 
most that a colonist can consume! Ave! and that she can 

m 

consume, too, most that the colonist can produce !^* 

** I pretend not to this ignorance, Sir ; but, in pursuing my 
humble barter, I merely follow a principle of nature, by 
endeavoring to provide for my own interests. We of tho 
contraband do but pUy at hazard ^ith Uie autliorities. When 
we pass the gauntlet unharmed, we gain ; and when we los4^, 
the sen-ants of the crown find their profit The stakes are 
equal, and the game should not be stigmatiised as unfiur. 
Would tho rulers of the world once remove the unnecessary 
shackles they im|)ose on commerce, our calling would disappear, 
and the name of free-trader would then belong to the richest 
and most esteemed houses.'' 

The Alderman drew a long, low whistle. Motioning to hia 
companions to be seated, he placed his own compact |)ei90Q in 
a chair, crossed his legs with an air of self-corn j>lacenc}', and 
resumed the discourse. 

" These are very pretty sentiments. Master—a—a— a—, you boar a 
worthy name no doubt, my ingenious commentator on commeroe f 

** They call me Seadrift, when they spare a harsher term," 
returned the other, mei^kly declining to be seated. 

*' Those are pretty s^^ntimenU, Master Si»adrift and tliey 
much b<HMme a i::<'ntIoman who lives by practical comments on 
the r<»venu<»-lawH. This is a wi^e world, Captnin Cornelius 
Ludlow, and in it there are many men whose heads are filled^ 
like Knles of gixKl*, with a general assortment of ideas,^ 
HortilKx^ks and pnmers! Here have Van Bummel, Schoeii* 
brocck, and Van der Donck, just sent me a very neatly-fiJded 
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** Beggaiy and stoppat^os ! ^' inteirupted tho Aldcmuiiiy who 
was far more doii^inatical than courteous in arjnimi'nt. ^' This k 
the language of men who have read all sorts of books but 
legers. Hero have I advices from Tongue and Twaddle, of 
London, which state the net }>roccc*d) of a Uttle adventure, 
ship]>ed by the brig Moose, that reached the river on the 16th 
of April, ultimo. The liistory of the whole traiLsaction can be 
put in a child's muff — ^}*ou are a discreet youth, Captain Come* 
lius ; and as to you, M:ister Seadrift, the affair is altog(*ther out 
of your line — therefore, as I was observing, here are the iteroa, 
made only a fortnight since, in the sha|)e of a memorandum ; " 
while spexiking, the Alderman had placed his s|>ectacU4 and drawn 
his tablets from a pocket Adja^ting himself to the Ught, ha 
continued : ** Paid bill of Sand, Furnace, and Ghtss, for beads, 
L.3. 2. 6. — Package and box, 1. lOj — Shipping charges, and 
frt-ight, 11. 4. — Insurance, averaged at, 1. 5. — Freight, charges, 
and commission of agent among Mohawks. L.10. — Da do. do. 
of shipment and sale of furs, in England, L.7. 2. Total of costs 
and chnri^es, L.20. 19. 1^, all in sterling money. Note, sale of 
fuw, to Frost and Rich, net avails, L.106. 11. 3. — Balance, t» 
|>er contra, L.175 12 5^. — a very- satisfactory e<|uivalent thw, 
Master Conidius, to apjH»ar on the lKK»ks of Tongue and 
Twad<lle, whe're I stand charj^od with th<* orii^inal inve^tment of 
L.20. 19. H! How much xlu* empn^ss of (Jermany may pav 
the firm of Frost and Rich for the artidt^, doi»s not apiH^ar.** 

** Nor does it apj^ar that more was gi>t for your beads, in the 
Mohawk country, than they were valued at there, or was paid 
for the ^kins than tliey were worth where they were produced.'* 

**Wli«» — w — w — w I" wliistli'd the merchant, as he retonied 

tho tablets to his prK'ket 

**()n«> Would think that thou had^t been studying tho Letden 
pani|ihlet«'t*r« nm of my old frii'nd I If the savai^» thinks so 
little o( hi> *«kins, and so nnuh of my Wads I shall never take 
tlie pains io wt him riirht ; els^, alwa^-s by permission of the 
Board of Trade, ive shall s^^e Iiim, one day, turning his bark 
canoe into a g^Kxl ship, and going in quest of his own omaroenta. 
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Enterprise and voyaonm ! Who knows bat that the rogne would 
Boe fit to stop at Lomloo, even: in mhich ca^^e the Mother 
Country might lose the profit of the sale at Vienna, and the 
Mohawk set up hi< cnnia^e, on the differr-nco in the value 
of markets ^ Thus, tou sho, in onler to run a fair racp, the 
horses must stvt even, carry e*jiial w«'iirhts, and, afuT all, one 
commonly wias. Your roetaJ»hy^ics are no U-W'T than so much 
philo»o])hica] prold hat, which a cunnin^j rex^jfift beats out mto 
a sheet as larjr<» as the broad^-^t Am«*rican lak<», to mak«» dunces 
believe the earth can be transniut*'d int/> the pr^ious mat'*rial ; 
while a ])lain practiA:al man puL<4 the ralu'^ of tli*' nv'tal into his 
pocket in good current coin.'' 

** And yet I hear you complain that Parliament has leginlated 
more than is c^ood for tnule, and «peak in a manner of tlie pro- 
oeedinjrs at home, that, vou will excuse me f«»r savinjr, would 
better liecome a nolland«»r thxin a su>»j«vt of tho crown.** 

** Have I not told you, that tlie hor^e will run faster without 
the rider, than with a pack-^add!<* on hi^ l»ark ? Oive your own 
jockey as little, and your adv«*r%arv'«* as muc^h wciirht as you 
can, if you wish to win. I complain of tho lioroujfh-men, 
becaa^e thev make Iain's for as and not for th«-m«*«*h en. As 1 
often tell my worthy friend, AKh-rman <^Julf», eatinij in good (ot 
life, but the surf .'it nmk<»s a will nr'c»»«««ian'.'' 

"From all which I infer, that tho oj»ini<»ns of your Leyden 
correspondent are not those of Mr. Van IWverout.'* 

Tlie Aldt'rman laid a finp^r on his nose, and looked at his 
companions, for a moment^ without an'^worinsf. 

** Those Levdencni are a sairaoiuus brw^l I If the United 
Pronnces had but ground to stand on, th«»y would, like the 
philosopher \^ho b<i:tstod <»f his h»v»»r, move the worhl ! The sly 
rogues think that the Am<itonlammere have naturally an easy 
seat, and they wish to j>or»uade all <»thors to ride Imre-lmck. I 
shall send a pamphlet up into the Indi:ui ctmntry, and pay sonnc 
scholar to have it translatt^l into tho Mohawk tongue, in order 
that the fiiroous chief Schendoh, when the missionaries shaU 
have taught him to read, may entertain right %iews of squirtp 
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icnts! I am not certain that I may not make the worthy 
dinnes a present, to help the good fruita to ripen." 

The Alderman leered round upon his auditors, and, folding 
his hands meekly on his breast, he appeared to leave his elo- 
quence to work its own effects. 

" These opinions favor but little the occupation of the — the 
gentleman — who now honors us with his company,*' said Lud- 
low, reo;arding the gay-looking smuggler witli an eye that 
showed how much he wiis embarrassed to find a suitable ap^M"!- 
lation for one whose appearance was so much at variance with 
his [)ursuits. ^^ If restrictions are necessary to commerce, the 
lawless trader is surely left without an excuse for his calling." 

^^ I as much admire your discroUon in practice, as the justice 
of your sentiments in theor}% Captain Ludlow,** returned the 
Alderman. *' In a rencontre on the high sea^, it would be your 
duty to render captive the brigantiue of this person ; but, in 
what may be called the privacy of domestic retirement, you are 
content to ease your mind in momliti^'s ! I feel it my duty, too, 
to s})enk on this point, and shall take so fiivorable an occasion, 
when all is pacific, to disburden my$K>lf of some sentiments that 
sugsrest themselves v'>ry naturally under the circumstances." 
I^Ivndert then turned himself towards the dealer in contraband, 
and continue<l, much in the manner of a city mag'strate reading 
a lesson of propriety to some disturber of the peace of society, 
" You appear here, Master Seadrift,'* he said, ** under what, to 
borrow a figure from your profession, may be ca!lo<l fcdse colors. 
Vou bear the countenance of one who might he a aseful sub» 
jcct, and yet are you suspect^^d of being addicted to certain 
j»ractict»s which — I will not say they are dishonest or even dia- 
creditable — for on that bead the opinions of men are much 
dividt'd, but which certainly have no tendency to a^ist Her 
Majf>ty in bringing her wars to a glorious is»»ue, by securing to 
her Europnn dominions that monoj)oly of trade, by which it is 
her greateht di'sire to ea«*e us of the colonies of ltx>king any fur 
ther after our particular interests, than bi'youd the doon of her 
own custom-houses. This is an indiscretion, to give the act 
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its gentlest appelUtion ; and I rep^ot to add, it is aooompanicd 
by certain circunistances which rather hoitrhten than lessen the 
delinqnoncy." The Alderman paused a moment to obser\'e the 
effect of his admonition, and to judge, by the eye of the free- 
trader, how much further he mis^ht pa^h his arti6ce ; but per- 
oeivinf]^, to his own surprise, that the other bent his face to the 
door, and stood hkc one rebuked, he took courage to proceed. 
^ You have introduced into this portion of my dwelling, which 
is exclusively inhabited by my niece, who in neither of a sex nor 
of years to be legally arraigned for any oversight of t}iis nature, 
sundries of which it is the pleasure of the Queen^s advisers that 
her subjects in the colonies should not know the u^, since, in 
tlie nature of fabrications, they cannot be submitted to the sui)er- 
vising care of the ingenious artisans of the mother island. 
Woman, Master Seadrift, is a creature liable to the influence of 
temptation, and in few things is she weaker tlian in her efforts 
to resist the allurements of articles which may aid in adorning 
her person. My niece, the daughter of Etienne BarU'rie, may 
also have an Iiereditary weakness on this head, since the females 
of France study these inventions more than those of some other 
countries. It is not mv intention, however, to manifi'st any 
unreasonable severity ; since, if old Etienne has coramunieati^d 
any hereditary feebleness on the subject of fjincy, he has als*> 
left his daughter the means of paying for it. ilan<l in your 
account, therefore, and (he debt shall l>e dischan^ed, if debt has 
been incurred. And this brings me to the la**t and the i^nn est 
of your offences. 

** Capital is no doubt the foundation on which a merchant 
builds hU edifice of character," ct>ntinueil Myndert, aftor talking 
nnotiier jealous survey of the (HmnttMiance <»f him he addn»*VM'd ; 
** but credit is the omanx^nt of its fn)nt. This is a ct»riirr-stone ; 
that the j»ila«t<'W and carvim^ by whirh iho buildiniris remL^nd 
pleasant; s«)niotinu's, whon aire has utidt^nniniHl th«» kiMnimt, 
it is the columns on \\liich the superstructure n**ts, or t»v«»n the 
roof by inhich the cnvupant is shcltt^rcd. It n^ndors the rich 
man safe, the dealer of moderate means active an<l res|*ectable, 
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and it causes even the poor man to hold up his head iu hope ; 
thoup^h I admit tliat buyer and seller need both be waiy, when 
it stands unsupported by any substantial base. This being the 
value of credit, Master Seadrift, none should assail it without 
sufficient caase, for its quality is of a nature too tender fur 
rude treatment I learned, when a youth, in my travels in 
IlolUind, through which country, by means of the Trekachnyta, 
I passed with sufficient deliberation to profit by what was seen, 
the importance of avoiding, on all oocasioas, bringing credit into 
disrepute. As one event that occurred offers an apposite parallel 
to what I have now to advance, I shall make a tender of the 
focts in the way of illastration. The circumfltances show the 
awful uncertainty of things in this transitory life. Captain Lud- 
low, and forewarn the mo^t vigorous and youthful, that the 
strong arm may bo cut down, in his pride, Uke the tender plant 
of the field<« ! Tlic banking-house of Van Gelt and Van Stopper, 
in Amsterdam, luid doalt lan^elv in securities issued bv the 
£m}K*ror for tlie supix>rt of his wars. It hapiH.»ned, at the time, 
that Fortune had iiivorcd the Ottoman, who was tlien pressing 
the city of Ik*lgrado with some prosjKjcts of success* Well, 
Sirs, a hoacNtrong and ili-advlned UundrosH had taken posses- 
sion of an elevated terrace in the coutn* of the town, in order to 
dr}' licr clothes. This woman was in the act of commencing 
tlie distribution of her linens and muslins, with tlie break of day, 
when the Mussulmans awoke the garrison by a rude assault. 
Some, who had been po6t<>d in a {Mjsition that permitted of 
retroat, ha\ ing seen certain bundles of crimson, and green, and 
yellow, on an elevated para])et, mistook them for the heads of 
so many Turks ; and they s]in>ad the report, far and neai, that 
a countK*rvs band of the Inlidi'U, Kd on by a vast number of 
shcrritf** in green turbans, hnd i^iined the heart of the place, 
before tliey were induct to retire. The rumor luxm took tlie 
sha]te of a circuni'»t:mtial d.*t;ul, and, hanng reache*! Amster- 
dam, it c«ius4>d the fundn of the ImperialiMs to lot A down. 
There was much <ju-^tion, on the Exdiange, conoemtng the 
probable lo^s of Van (ielt and Van Stop|)or in cottseqaenoe* 
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Just as speculation was at its greateftt height on thin head, the 
noonkej of a Savoyard escaped from its string, and concealed 
itself in a nut-shop, a few doors distant from the banking-house 
of the firm, where a crowd of Jew boys collected to witness its 
antics. Men of reflection, seeing what they mistook for a 
demonstration on the part of the children of the Israelitee, 
began to foel uneasiness for their own property. Dmfts multt- 
plied ; and the worthy bankers, in order to prove their solidity, 
disdained to shut their doors at the usual hour. Monoy was 
paid tliroughout the night ; and before noon on the following 
day Van Gelt had cut his throat, in a summt^r-hou^e that stood 
on the banks of the Utrecht canal ; and Van Stop|>«>r was «ecn 
smoking a pipe, among strong boxes that were entirely empty. 
At two oVlock, the post brought the intelligence that the Mus- 
sulmans were repulsed, and that the laundri^ss was hanged ; 
though I never knew exactly for what crime, as she certainly 
was not a debtor of the unhappy firm. Tbcsa are som(> of the 
warning events of Hie, gentlemen ; an<i as I feel sure of address- 
ing those who are capable of making the application, I shall now 
conchide by advising all who li<\ir mo to great discretion of 
speech on every matter coimect'^d with comraorcial charact'T." 

When Myndert ceased speaking, he threw anotlior gLince 
around him, in order to note the etloct his wordn liad produced, 
and more particularly to ascertain whether he had not drawn 
a draft on the forbearance of the free-trader, which miirlit still 
meet with a protest He was at a !<»« to account fi)r the 
marke<l and unusual deference with which he w.xs treated, by 
one who, while he was never coarm^, fM'hlom exhibited much 
coropLiisance for the opinioa^) of a man he was in the habit of 
meeting so familiarly, on matters of pecuniary interest. l>urini» 
the whole of the foreuoing harangue, the youni^ mariner of the 
brigantine had maintaine<l the same attitude of m<HU»st attention ; 
and when his eyes were j>ermitti^d to ri****, it w.is only to steal 
uneasy looks at the ftic* of Aliila. La Ulle KarU'^rie had also 
listened to her uncle's eloquence with a more thouj;htful air than 
oommon. She met the occasional glanci«s of the dealer in oon- 
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traband, with aa<twering sjmpatliy; and, in <(liort, the most 
indifferent ol^erver of their deportment might have seen that 
circumstances had created between tliem a confid-.^nce and 
intelligence whicli, if it were not absolutely of the most t<Midi*r, 
was unequivocally of the most intimate, character. All this 
Ludlow plainly saw, thoui^h the burgher had been too much 
engro^^sed with the ideas he had so complacently dealt out to 
note the (act 

^ Now that my mind is so well stored with maxims on com* 
merce, which I shall esteem as so manv commentaries on the 
instructions of my Tjordsof the Admiralty,^ obsened the Captain, 
after a brief inten*al of silence, ^ it may be permitted to turn 
our attention to things less metaphysical. The present occasion 
is favorable U> inquire after the fate of the shipmate we lost in 
the last cruise ; and it ought not to Iw neglected." 

" You speak truth, Mr. Cornelius — ^The Patroon of Kinderhook 
is not a man to fall into the sea, like an anker of forbidden liquor, 
and no questions aske<L Li^ave this matter to my discretion. 
Sir ; and trust me, the tenants of the third best estate in the 
colony shall not long be without tidings of their Undlonl. If 
you will accompany Master Seadrift into the other jmrt of the 
\illa for a reasonable time, I shall possess my<^lf of all the facta 
that are at all |>ertinent to the right unden^tanding of the cas^^.** 

The commander of the roval cruiser, and the voun<r nuuiner 
of the brigantine, api)eared to think that a compUance ivith tliis 
invitation would bring about a singidar as«ociati<>n. The hosi- 
tation of the latter, however, was far the mo^t visible, since 
Ludluw had coolly dctennined to maintain his neutral character, 
until a )m)i>er moment to act, as a faithful senitor of his n»yal 
niistre<-4, should arrive, lie knew, or linnly b.»lieve<I, that the 
AVater-Witch airain lav in the (^ove, et>nceali-d bv the sha«lows 
of the surr(Uin<li!iix w<»*h1; and as ho had onc<» l>eft»ft» suffi»r»»<l 
bv the Mi|H'rior addn*^** of the snni'^'jh'rH, In* wa< now n'SoUtnl 
to act \%ith <o miieli o:uiti<»n, as to eu:ible him to Mum to Lh 
■hip in time to ]ir(H'"ed air;iin<t her with deci^on, and, as bo 
hoped, with efli-ct In addition to this motive for artifice, then 
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WAS that in the* manner and language of the contraband dealer 
to place Lim altogether above the ordinary men of ]m punuit, 
and indeed to create in his favor a cert^iin degree of interest, 
vihich the officer of the crown was compelled to admit ilo 
tliereforc bowed with sufficient courtesy, and professed his readi- 
ne» to follow tlie suggestions of the Alderman. 

"Wo ha%'e met on neutral ground, Master Scad rift,*' sai«l 
Ludlow to his gaj companion, as they qultU'd the saloon of la 
Cour dcs Fees ; '* and though bent on diH't>n*nt object*, we may 
discourse amicably on the past. The * skimmer of the Seas * 
has a reputation in his way, titat alm«jeit raLv^ liim to the levd 
of a seaman distinguii^htHl in a bettiT service. I will ever U^tify 
to his skill and coohu-ss as a mariner, however much I may 
Liroent that those fine qua b ties have received so unhap[y a 
direction.** 

" This is speaking with a becoming r^M^nation for the rights 
of the crown, and with meet respect for the Barons of tho 
Exchequer," retorted Seadrift, wh<*ie former, and »e may say 
natural, spirit seemed to return, as he left tho presence of the 
burgher. **\Ve follow the pursuit, CnpUin Ludlow, in which 
accident has cast our fortunes. You ser>e a Qur<»n you never 
saw, and a nation who will u<^^ you in her need and do^pise you 
in her pro*|)erity; and I serve myself. Let re:iMm d«tido 
between us." 

"I admire this frankness. Sir, and have hopes (»f a b(*tter 
understanding lietween us, now that you have done with tho 
mystifications of your sea-cfreen woman. The farct^ ha^ Imm^h 
well enacted ; though^ with the exception of C>loff Van Staats 
and those enlightened spirits you lead about the ocean, it has 
not made many converts to necn>manov.'* 

The free-trader jtermitted his handsome mouth to relax in a 
smile. 

** We have our mistress, too," he said ; ** but hhe exacts no 
tribute. All that is gained giKS to enrich her subjects, while 
nil that she knows is cheerfully imparttxl for their um*. If we 
arc obedient, it is because we have experienced her justice and 
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wisdom. 1 hope Quceo Anne deals as kindly by those who risk 
life and lintb in her caa^ T 

"• h it part of the ]x>licy of her you folloVf to reveal the fate 
of the Patroon ; for though rivals in one dear object — or rather 
I should say, once rivals in that object — I cannot see a g^uest 
quit ray ship with so little ceremony, without an interest in hit 
welfare." 

^ You make a just distinction,** returned Seadrift, smiling still 
more meaningly — ** Once rivals is indeed tlie better expression. 
Mr. Van Staats is a brave man, however ignorant he may be of 
the seaman*s art One who has shown so much spirit will be 
oertjun of protection from personal injury, in the care of the 
* Skimmer of the Seas.' ^ 

^* I do not constitute m^-self the kee[>er of Mr. Van Staats ; 
still, as the commander of the ship whence he has been — what 
shall I term the manner of his abduction ? — for I would not 
willingly tise, at this moment^ a term that may prove disagree- 
able " 

'^ Speak freely. Sir, and fear not to offend. We of the 
brigantine are accustomed to divera epithets that might startle 
less practi!^'d ears. We are not to learn, at this late hour, that 
in order to beconie respectable, roi^ery must have the sanction 
of government. Vou were pleased. Captain Ludlow, to name 
the mvHtitications of the AVater- Witch ; but vou seem indifferent 
to those that are hourly practised near you in the world, and 
which, without the pleasantry of this of ours, have not half ita 
innocence." 

^ Tliere is little novelty in the ex[)odient of seeking to justify 
the delinquency of individuals liy the faiUngs of society.** 

** I confi'Ks it Is rather juU than original. Triteness and tmtli 
ap|)ear to be sisters ! And yet do we find oun^elves driven to 
tills a}K>U>gy, since the refinemont of us of the brigantine has not 
yet attaineil to the point of understanding all the excellence of 
no%*eltv in moraU." 

** I U^lieve there is a mandate of sufficient antiquity, which 
bids OS to render unto Cxsar the things whioli are CaaarV^ 
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•* A mandate which our moilcrn Caesars have raost liberally 
construed ! I am a poor casuist^ Sir ; nor do I think the loyal 
commander of the Coquette would winh to uphold all that 
Bophistiy can invent on such a subject If wo bci^n with 
potentates, for instance, we shall find the Most Christian King 
bent on a])propriatin<2^ as many of his nei^^hbors' g(KxU to his 
own use, as ambition, under the name of glory, can covet ; the 
Most Catholic, covering with the mantle of his Catholicity a 
greater multitude of enormities on tliis very continent, than even 
charity itself could conceal ; and our own gracious Sovereign, 
whose virtues and whose mildness arc celebrated in vorse and 
prose, causing rivers of blood to run, in order that the little island 
over which she rules may swell out, like the frog in the (iible, 
to dimensions that nature has denied, and which will one day 
inflict the unfortunate death that befell the ambitious inhabitant 
of the pool. TIic gallows awiuts the pickpocket; but your 
robber under a pennant is dubbed a knight ! The man who 
amasses wealth by gainful industry is ashamed of his origin ; 
while he who has stolen from churches, laid villnt^es under 
contribution, and cut throats by thousands, to divide the s))oila 
of a galleon or a military chest, has gained guld on the highway 
of glory ! Europe has reached an exceeding pass of civilization, 
it may not be denied ; but before society inflicts so severe ceasure 
on the acts of individuals, notwithstanding the triteness of the 
<^inion, I must say it is bound to look more closely to the 
example it sets, in its collective character.^' 

^ These are points on which our di (Terence of opinion is likely 
to be lasting,*^ said Ludlow, assuming the severe air of one 
who had the world on his side. *^ We will defer the discussion 
to a moment of greater leisure. Sir. Am I to learn mor^ of 
Mr. Van Staats, or is the question of his fate to l)ect>me the 
subject of a serious official inquir}* f 

** The Patroon of Kinderh<x>k is a lK>ld boarder T returned the 
free-trader, laughing. " He has carried the n^iilence of the lady 
of the brigantine by a coup-de-maiu ; and he reposes on his 
UotoIb ! We of the oontrabond arc merrioi in our privacy thao 
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is thought, and those who join our mess seldom wish to 
quit it" 

** There may be occasion to look further into its mjsteries — 
until when, I wish you adieu.'^ 

** Hold r* gaily cried the other, observing that Ludlow was 
about to quit the room — " Let the time of our uncertainty be 
short, I pray thee. Our mistress is like the insect which takes 
the color of the leaf on which it dwells. You have seen her in 
her sea-green robe, which she never fails to wear when roiring 
over the soundin;vs of your American coast ; but in the deep 
waters, her mantle vies with the blue of the ocean*s depths. 
Symptoms of a chancre, which always denote an intended excur- 
sion far beyond the influence of the land, have been seen !*' 

'^llarkee, Master Seailrift! This foolery may do, while yoa 
possess the i>ower to maintain it But remember, that tliough 
the law only punishes the illei^al trader by confiscation of his 
goods when taken, it punishes the kiflnapfier w^ith personal |>aios, 
and sometimes with — deatli ! — And, more — remember that the 
tine which divides smui^^ling from piracy is easily passe<l, while 
the return becomes imj-of^sible," 

" For thU generous couns<*l, in my mistress's name, I tiiauk 
thee," the gay mariner n»plied, bowing with a gravity that 
rather heightened than concealed his irony — " Your Coquette 
is broad in the reach of hor booms and swift on the water, 
Captain Ludlow ; but lot her lie capricious, wilful, dci^'itful, nay 
powerful, as she may, sho shall find a woman in the briganttue 
equal to all her arts and far superior to all Imt threats T 

AVith this prophetic warning on the part of the Queen*s 
officer, and cool reply on that of the dealer in contraband, the 
two sailors separattsl. The hitt^T took a lK)ok and threw him- 
self into a chair, with a well-maintained indifference ; while the 
other left tlu* hou^e, in a ha'^ti* that was not disguised. 

In the m-antinio, the interview Ivtween Alderman Van 
Bevoruut an<l his nitvt* htlll continued. Minute passed after 
minute, y(*t there was no summons to tlie jiavilion. Tlie gay 
young seaman of tlie brigantino had continued his stiMUes Car 
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some time after tho disapjioarance of Ludlow, and h*. now e\> 
dcntly awaited an intimation thai bis presence was required iii 
la Cour des Ft'<«. During these moments of anxiety, the air of 
ihe free-trader was sorrowful rather than impatient ; and when 
a footstep was heard at the door of tlie room, he betrayed symp- 
toms of strong and uncontrollable agitation. It was the female 
attendant of Ahda, who entered, presented a slip of paper, and 
retired. The ea^r expectant read the following words, hastily 
written in pencil : — 

" I have evaded all his questions, and he is more than half- 
disposed to believe in necromancy. This is not the moment to 
confess the truth, for he is not in a condition to hear it, Wing 
already much disturbed by the uncertainty of what may follow 
the appearance of the brigantine on the coast, and so near his 
own vilhu But, be assured, he shall and will acknowledge 
claims that I know how to sup]>ort, and which, should I fail of 
establishing, he would not dare to rcfitse to the redoubtable 
* Skimmer of the Soas.* Come hither, tlie moment vou hear 
his foot in the passage." 

The last injunction was soon ol>eyed. The Alderman entered 
by one door, as the active fugitive retreateil by another ; and 
where the weary burgher expected to see his guests, he found 
an empty apartment This last circumstance, howe\er, gave 
Myndert Van I^verout but little suq^rise and no concern, as 
would appear by the indifference with which he noUnl the cir- 
cumstance. 

" Vagaries and womanhood I** thought, rather than muttered, 
the Alderman. *^The jade turns hke a fox in his tracks, and it 
woulu be easier to convict a merchant who values hL« reputation, 
of a false invoice, than this minx of ninettvn of an iuiliscreiion ! 
There is so much of old Etienne and his Nonnan blood in her 
eye, that one docs not like to provoke extn»niities ; but here, 
when I expected Van Staats had pruiitod by his op|Hjrtttnity, 
the girl looks like a nun at the mention of his name. The 
Patroon b no Cupid, we must allow ; or, in a week at sea, be 
would have won the heart of a mermaid ! — Ave— and here an* 

14 
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more perplexities, by the return of the Skimmer and his brig^ 
and the notions that young LuUlow has of his duty. Life and 
morality ! One must quit trade at some time or other, and be- 
gin to close the books. I must seriously think of striking a 
final balance. If the sum-total was a little more in my (avor. 
it shonid be done to-morrow I" 




•^ '- 
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ClIAFTER XXV. 

''—Thon, Jollit. tli«)a hn«t niei»iiiorphnted me * 

Mnde nw Drglecl my •tiidles, lose my Ume, 

W«r with giKid cuttBsel, set the w«»rld at n.nuxht.'* 

Two Gbntlkmkx or Vbrona. 

Ludlow quitted the Lust in Rust with a wavering purpo6e. 
Throughout the whole of the preceding interview, he had jea- 
\oui\j watched the eye and ft'atures of la belle Barberie ; and 
ho had not failed to draw his concluaious from a mien that too 
plainly expressed a deep interest in the free-tnuh^r. F'or a time, 
only, had he been induced, by the calmness and self-] possession 
with which she received her uncle and hims<4f, to believe that 
she had not vi»ited the Water-Witch at id I ; but when the gay 
and reckless lK?ing who governed tlie movement** of that extra- 
ordinary vessel appeared, he could no long<»r flatter hims<'lf with 
this ho])e. lie now believed that her choice for life had been 
made ; and while he deplored tlie infatuation which could induce 
80 gifted a woman to for<^et her station and character, he was 
himself too frank not to see that the individual who had in so 
short a time gained this ascendency over the feelings of Alida, 
was, in many n-spects, fitted to exercise a j>owerful influence 
over the imagination of a youthful and secludtnl female. 

There was a struggle in the mind of the young commander, 
between his duty and his feelings. KomemU^ring tiie artifice 
by which he had formerly fallen into the power of the smug- 
glers, he had taken his precautions so well in the present \v^x 
V} the villa, that ho firmly beUevinl he had the person of bib 
UwlcsB rival at Ills mercy. To avail himself of this advantage, 
or to retire and leave him in |)oss<>SHion of his mistress and his 
liberty, was the {)oint mooted in his thoughts. Though direct 
and simple in his habits like most of tbo seamen of (hat ago. 
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Ludlow had all the loftier sentiments that become a gentleman. 
He felt keenly for Alida, and he shrank, with sensitive pride, 
from incurring the imputation of having acted under the impul- 
8C8 of disappointment. To these molives of forbearance, was 
also to be added the inherent reluctance which, as an officer of 
rank, he felt to the degradation of being employed in a duty 
that more properly belongs to men of less elevated ambition. 
He looked on himself as a defender of the rights and glory of 
his sovereign, and not as a mercenary instrument of those who 
collected her customs ; and though he would not have hesitated 
to incur any rational hazard, in capturing the vessel of the throng- 
gler, or in making captives of ail or any of her crew on their 
proper element, he disliked the appearance of seeking a solitary 
individual on the land. In addition to tliis feeling, there was 
his own pledge that ho met the pro^ribed dealer in contraband 
on neutral ground. Still the officer of tlie Queen had his orders^ 
and he could not shut his eyes to the genera! obligations of 
duty. The brigantine was known to inflict so much loss on the 
revenue of the crown, more particularly in the other hemisphere, 
that an especial order had been issued by the Admiral of the 
station for her capture. Here then was an opjiortunity of de- 
pri\ing the vessel of that master-spirit which, notwithstanding 
the excellence of its construction, had alone so long enabled it 
to run the gauntlet of a hundred cruisers with impunity. Agi- 
tated by these contending feelings and reflections the young 
sailor left the door of the villa, and came u[)on its little lawn, 
in order to reflect with less interruption, and, indeed, to breathe 
more free) v. 

The night had advanced into the flr^t watch of the seaman. 
Tlie shadow of the mountain, however, still covered the grounds 
of the villa, the river, and the shores of the Atlantic, with a 
darkness that was d4>e|>er than the obscurity which dimmed the 
surface of the rolling oo<-an lieyond. Objects were so indistinct 
as to require cUfcH* and stea<ly Ux>V* to ascertain their characlrr, 
while the setting of the scene might be faintly traced by its 
bazT and indistinct outlines. The curtains of la Cour des F^ 
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had been drawn, and, though the lights were still shining within, 
the eye could not penetrate the pavilion. Ludlow gazed about 
him, and held his way reluctantly towards the water. 

In endeavoring to conceal the interior of her apartment from 
the eyes of those without, Alida had suffered a comer of the 
drapery to remain open. When Ludlow reached the gate that 
ted to tlie landing, he turned to take a last look at the villa : 
and, favored by his new pof^ition, he caught a glimp^, through 
the opening, of the |)ersi>n of her who was still uppermost in 
his thoughts. 

La belle Barbaric was seated at the little table by whose 
tide she had been found earlier in tlie evening. An elbow 
rested on the precious wooil, and one fair hand supported a 
brow that was thous^htful bevond the usual character of its 
cxpresition, if not melancholy. The commander of the Coquette 
fi'lt the blood rashing to his heart, for he fanoied that the 
beautiful and })ensive countenance was that of a |)OPitent It is 
probable that the idea quickened his drooping ho|>es; for 
Ludlow beheved it might not yet bo too late to rescue the 
woman he so sincerely loved, from the precipice over which she 
was 8us]>ended. The seemingly irretrievable stop alreaily 
taken was forgotten ; and the generous young sailor wa<( alK>ut 
to rush back to la Cour dos Fees, to implore its mistit^ss to be 
just to her^lf, when the hand fell from her ()olisbed brow, and 
Alida raised her face, with a look which donoieil that i^he was 
no longer alone. The captain drew back to watch the Issue. 

When Alida lifted her evos, it wa"* in kindm»^s, and with 
that frank ingenuousness with which an unporvert^tl female 
greets the countenance of those who have her confide o< v. She 
■miled, thous^h still in sadni^< rather than in plca-iun' : and she 
spoke, but the distance prevented her wonK fi>>in Mwz andiM**. 
At the next instant S<»adrift moved into the «»paw unjUk' 
through the half-drawn (lrn]>ery, and tiv»k her hand. AliiLi 
made no effort to withdraw ; but, on the contnirv, nhe ltH>ked 
Qp into his fiice with ntill K*ss equivocal interest, and np|ieared 
to Ikten to his voice with an absorbed attention. The gate 
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swung violently open, and Ludlow had reached the tnaigin of 
the river before he again paused. 

The barge of the Coquette was found where her oominander 
had ordered his people to lie concealed, and he was about to 
enter it when the noise of the little gate, again shutting with the 
wind, induced him to cast a look l)ehind. A human fonn was 
distinctly to be seen, against the light walls of the villa, diM«cend- 
ing towards the river. The men were commanded to keep 
close, and, withdrawing within the shadow of a fence, the 
captain waited the approach of the new-comer. 

As the unknown person passed, Ludlow recognised the agile 
form of tlie free-trader. The latter advanced to the margin of 
the river, and gazed warily about him for several minutes. A 
low but distinct note, on a common ship*s*call, was then heard. 
The summons was soon succeeded by the ap])eaninoe of a small 
skifi^ which glided out of the grass on the opp(>site side of the 
stream, and approached the spot where Seadrift awaited its 
arrival. The free-trader sprang lightly into the little lK>at, 
which immediately Ix^gnn to gUde out of the river. As the 
skitf pa^s'd the sjtot where he sto<xl, Ludlow saw that it was 
pulled by a single seaman ; and, as his own U»at was manned 
by six lusty rowers, he felt that the |>ers<)n of the man whom 
he so much envied was at lenr^h fairly and lionoraUv in his 
power. We shall not attem]>t to analy!M> the emotion that was 
as<vndant in the mind of the young officer. It is enough for 
our purpose to add, that he was soon in h'ls boat and in fitll 
pursuit. 

As the course to he taken by the bnrgt* was diagonal rather 
than direct, a few powerful strokes of the oars brought it 5o 
near the skiff, that Lu<llow, by pbicinif his hand on the gunwah* 
of the bitter, couhl arn^^t its pn>grew*. 

"Though j»o iiujlitly e<|uippe<l, fortune favors you leas in 
bor»ls than in l.ir^iT craf^. Master S<»adrift,*' kiuX Ludlow, 
when, by virtue of a ^t^oIllr arm, h«» had drawn his priie so 
near, as to find hims<>lf seated within a few fo4»t of his prisoner. 
** We Tneet on onr proper element, where there can he uo 
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nentrality between ooe of the contraband and a servant of the 
Queen." 

The start, the half- repressed exclamation, and tlie momentary 
silence, showed that the captive had been taken completely by 
surprise. 

*' I admit your superior dexterity,** he at length said, speak- 
ing low and not without agitation. *' I am your prisoner. 
Captain Ludlow; and I would now wish to know your 
intentions in dLH|)osing of my person ?^^ 

'^ That is soon answeroil. You must be content to take the 
homely accommodations of the C(x|uettQ for the night, instead 
of the more luxurious cabin of vour Water-Witch. What the 
authorities of the Province mav dwide to-morrow, it exceeds 
the knowledge of a ]>oor commander in the navy to say.** 

** The lord Coniburv has relirod U) ?'* 

*^ A gaol,** said Ludlow, oWrving that the other spoke more 
like one who mused than like one who asked a que^tion. ^ The 
kinsman of our gracious Queen speculates on the chances of 
human fortune, within the walls of a prison. His successor, the 
brig:idier Hunter, is thouirht to have U^ss sympathy for the 
moral infirmities of human nature !** 

"We deal lightly with dignities T exclaime<l the captive, 
with all his former gjiiety of tone and manner. ** Vou have 
your revenge for some pers*onal lilx'rtios that were certainly 
taken, not a fortnight since, with thus boat and her crow ; still, 
I much mistake vour character if unnea^ssjin* so verity forms 
one of its features. Mav I communicate with the briimntine V* 

"Frw»lv — when she is once in the care of a Qm*en*s officer." 

**0h, Sir, you disparage the qualitit's of my uiistn'ss, in 
supposing there exists a ])arallel with your own I Tht» Water- 
Witch will go at large till a far ditferent jH»rson:iu«^ shall booom*.' 
your captive. — Mhv I communicate* ^%ith the shon- f 

**To that tliere exists no objivtion — if you will |K>int out the 



means.*' 



** I have one, here, who will prove a f:uthful roesscn;ri»r.** 
**Too faithful to the delusion which governs all your 
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followeiB ! Your man must be jour compaDion in the Coquette. 
Master Seadrift, though,^ and Ludlow spoke in raelancholy, 
*' if there be any on the land who take so near an interest in 
your welfare as to find more sorrow in uncertainty than in the 
truth, one of my own crew, in any of whom confidence may be 
placed, shall do your errand/' 

^* Let it be so,'' returned the free-trader, as if satbfied that 
he could, in reason, expect no more. *' Take this ring to the 
lady of yonder dwelling,'" he continued, when Ludlow had 
selected the messenger, ** and say that he who sends it is about 
to visit the cruiser of Queen Anne in company with her com- 
mander. Should there be question of the motive, you can 
speak to the manner of my arrest" 

^^ And, mark me, fellow — " added his captain ; ** that duty 
done, look to the idlers on the shore, and sec tliat no boat quits 
the river, to apprise the smugirlers of their lo<«^." 

The man, who was armed in the fashion of a seaman on boat 
duty, rec<»ivod tliese orders with the customary deference ; and 
the barge having drawn to the shore for that purpose, he landed. 

^ And now, Master Seadnfl, hanng thus far compHed with 
your wishes, I may exj)ect you will not be deaf to mine. Here 
is a seat at your service in my barge, and I confess it will pleaso 
me to sec it occupied." 

As the captain s}>oke, he reached forth an arm, partly in 
natural complaisance, and partly with a carelessness that denot- 
ed some con<*ciou*noss of the diflference in their rank, both to 
aid the other to comply with his request, an I, at need, to enforce 
it. But the free-trader sei»med to rejH»l the familiarity ; for he 
drew back, at first, like one who shrank sensitively from the 
con tart, and then, without touching the arm that was extended 
with a pur|v>sc so e^jui vocal, he pa<wed lii^htly from the skiff 
into llu» bari^\ d«clinini^ a^«*ist:ince. The movemt^nt was scarcely 
ma«l \ h'foro Liullow <jtiitt' <l tlio latter, and occupi<»d the place 
which S4>a<lrift lind ju^t vncntrd. lie commanded one of his 
men to excliang** with the seaman of the brigantine ; and, ha%*' 
ing mad^ these preparations, he again addressed his prtsoi^. 
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** I commit you to the care of my cockswain and the»e wor- 
thy tan, Master Seadrift AVe shall steor different ways. You 
will take pO'<«^'^«iou of my cabin, where all will be at your dii>iK)* 
Bal ; ere the middle watch is called, I shall be there to prevent Uie 
jiennant from coming down, and your sea-green flag turning the 
])Gople^6 heads from their allegiance.'' 

Ludlow then whispered his orders to h» cockswain, and they 
so})arated. Tlie bari^e proceeded to the mouth of the river, 
with the long and stately sweep of the oars that marks the pro- 
g^rew of a roan-of-war^s boat ; while the skiff followed nois<'l<*ss>ly, 
and, aided by its color and dimensions, nearly in\isihle. 

Wlien the two boats entered the waters of the bay, the barge 
held on its course towards the distant slnp; while the skiff 
inclined to the right, and steerM directly for the l>ottom of 
the Cove. The precaution of the dealer in contralvand had pro- 
vided his httle boat with muffled sculLs ; and Ludlow, when he 
was enabled to discover the fine tracerv of the loOv and liirht 
Spars of the Water- Witch, as tli«»y n»^» above the to|*s of the 
dwarf tnH*A that line the sh4>re, hrid no reA'^)n to think his 
approach was known. Once a<sure<i of tho pn^sence and posi- 
tion of tht; brit^^ntine, he was enabled t<> make his advanci« 
with all the caution tliat miglit be Ui^oessar)'. 

Some ten or fifteen minutes were required to bring the skiff 
beneath the bowsprit of the Ijeautiful craft, without giving the 
alarm to those who doubtless were watching on her decks. The 
succt'ss of our adventurer, however, apjM\ired to be complete ; 
for he was soon holdiuic bv tht* aiMe, and not the smallest 
•ound of any kind had been heard in the brigantine. Ludlow 
now regrettt'd he had not enteriMl the Cove with his barge ; 
for, so profound and uasusiM^ctin*; was the quiet of the ves2»el, 
that he doubted not his ability to have carritil her by a coup- 
de-main. Vexed by his ov^'piiixht, and incited by the prtis|M>cts 
of success, he beuan to d^'vi^o those ex|HNri«'nts which would 
naturally suiji^t themselves to a seaman in his •situation. 

The wind was southerly, and, though not strong, it was 
dmiged with the dnmpntiis and heavinesn of the night air. A^ 
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the brio^ntinc lay protected from the influence of the tides, fthe 
obeyed the currents of the other element; and, while her bows 
looked outward, her stem }x>inted towards) the bottom of Ui<* 
basin. • llie distance from the land wa«i not fifty fathoms and 
Ludlow did not fail to perceive that the vessel rode by a koilgi% 
and that her anchors, of which there was a good provision, were 
all snugly stowed. These facts induced the hope that he might 
separate the hawser that alone held the brigantine, which in 
the event of his succeeding, he had every reason to l>elieve 
would drift ashore, before the alarm could be given to her crew, 
sail set, or an anchor let go. Although neither he nor his com- 
panion ])Ossessed any other implement to effect this object than 
the large seaman's knife of the latter, the temptation was too great 
not to make the trial. The project was flattering ; for, though 
the vessel in that situation would receive no serioas injury, th« 
unavoidable delay of heaving her off the sands would enable 
his boats, and perhaps the ship herself, to reach the place in 
time to secure their prize. The bargeman was aske<] for his knife, 
and Ludlow himself made the fir^t cut upon the solid and difficnlt 
mass. Tlie steel had no sooner touched the compact yams, than 
a dazzling glare of light shot into the face of him wlio held it 
liecovering from the shock and mbbin<4 his eyes, our start le<l ad* 
venturer gazed upwards, with that consciousness of wrong nhich 
assails as when detected in any covert act, however laudable 
may be its motive; a sort of homage that nature, under every 
circumstance, fiays to loyal dealings. 

Though Ludiow felt, at the iastant of thb interruption, that 
he stood in jeopardy of his life, the concem it awakened wa^* 
momentarily lost in the s)>ectacle before him. The bronzed and 
unearthly feature^ of the image were brightly illuminated ; and, 
while her eyes lookod on him steadily, as if watching hb small- 
est movement, her malign and s[>eaking smile ap]>eared to turn 
liis futile eflbrt into scorn ! Tliere was no need to bid tlie sea* 
man at the oan do his duty. No sooner did he catch the 
exprciision of that my^U•rious face, than the hkitf whirled away 
(mm the s).<»t, like a tea-fowl taking wing under alarm. Thou|;h 
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Lttdlow hi each moment expected a shot, even the imioiDenoc 
of the danger did not prevent him from gazing, in al)sorbed 
attention, at the image. The light by which it was illumined, 
though condensed, powerful, and steadily cast, wavered a little, 
and exhibited her attire. Then the captain 8aw the truth of 
what Seadrift had averted ; for by some process of the madiiue 
into which he had not leisure to inquire, the sea-green mantle 
had been changed for a shghter robe of the azure of the deep 
waters. As if satisfied with having betrayed the inten- 
tion of the sorceress to depart, the light immediately van- 
ished. 

**This mummery is well maintained I'* muttered Ludlow, 
when the skiff had reached a distance that assured him of safety. 
^ Here is a symptom that the rover means soon to quit the 
coast The change of dress is some signal to his superstitious 
and deluded crew. It is my task to disap|)oint his mistress, as 
he tonus her, though it must be confessed that she does not sleep 
at her post*' 

During the ten succeeding minutes, our foiled adventurer had 
leisure, no h*ifa than motive, to feel how neci^ssary is succejut to 
any project whose means admit of dispute. Had the hawser 
been cut and the brigantine stranded, it is prol>able that the 
undertaking of the captain would have been accounted among 
those hap]>y exftedient^ which, in all pursuits, are thoufi^ht to 
distinguish the mental efforts of men particularly gifle<i by 
Nature ; while, under tho actual circumstances, lie who would 
have reaped all t]ie cre<lit of so felicity >tH an idea, was mentally 
chafing with the apprehension that hi« unlucky di^f^ign might 
bf'come known. His comfmnion was no othor than Robort 
Vam, the fore-tc)|»-man, who, on a former occasion, had bei^n 
heard to affirm that he had already enjoytnl so similar a ^new 
of the lady of the brigantine, while assisting to furl the fore 
to|Hiail of the Coquette. 

** This has U*en a false bo.*ird. Master Yam,** obsened the 
captain, when the skiff was paitt the entrance of the Cove, and 
snroo distanoe down tho bay ; ^ for the credit of our cruise, we 
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will not enter the occurrence in the log. You anderBtand me, 
sir ; I trust a word is sufficient for so shrew^d a wit ?*' 

*'I hope I know ray duty, jour honor, which is to obey 
orders, though it may break owners," returned the top-man 
** Cuttinof a hawser with a knife is but slow work in the best of 
times ; but though one who has httlc right to speak in the 
presence of a gentleman so well taught, it is my opinion that 
the steel is not yet sharpened which is to part any rope aboard 
yon rover, without the consent of the black-looking woman 
under her bowsprit.'* 

^ And what is the opinion of the berth-deck concerning this 
strange brigantine, that we have so long been following without 
success ?" 

'* That we shall follow her till the last biscuit is eaten, and 
the scuttle-butt shall be dry, with no better fortune. It is not 
my business to teach your honor, but there is not a man in the 
ship who ever expects to be a farthing the better for her capture. 
Men are of many minds concerning the ' Skimmer of the Seas ;' 
but all are agreed that, unless aided by some uncommon lock, 
which may amount to the same thing as being helped by him 
who seldom lends a hand to any honest undertaking, he » 
alto^ther such a seaman as another like him does not sail the 
ocean!" 

** I am sorry that my people should have reason to think so 
meanly of our own skill. The ship has not yet had a fair 
chance. Give her an open ^a, and a cap-full of wind, and 
she'll defy all the black women that the brigantine can stow. 
As to your * Skimmer of the Seas,' man or denl, he is our 
prisoner." 

^ And docs your honor believe that the trim-built and light- 
sailing gentleman we overhauled in this skiff is in truth thai 
renowne<l n)ver ?" asked Yam, resting on his sculls in the inter- 
est of tlie moment. *• There are some on board the shij> w1m> 
maintain that the man in question is taller than the big tide- 
waiter at Plymouth, with a pair of shoulders ^* 

^ I hive reason to know they are mistaken. If we are vaott 
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enlighteiiod than our shipmates, Master Yam, let us be close- 
mouthed, that otliers do not steal our knowled<(e — hold, here is 
ft crown with the face of Kin|T Louis ; he is our bitterest enemy, 
and you may swallow him whole, if you [)lease, or take him in 
roornels, as shall best suit your humor. But remember that our 
cruise in the skiff is under secret orders, and the less we 6ay 
about the anchor-watch of the brii^ntine the bc^tter.** 

Honest Bob took the piece of silver with a pftisto that no 
opinions of the marvellous could diminish ; and, touching his 
hat, he did not fail to make the wual protc't^tations of discretion. 
That night the messmate's of the fore-top-man endeavored in 
vain to extract from him the particulars of his excursion with 
the captain ; though the direct answers to their home questions 
were only evaded by allusions so dark and ambiguous, as to 
give to that superstitious feeling of the crew, which Ludlow had 
wished to lull; twice its orisnnal f<irce. 

Not long after this short dial<^ni^« the skiff reached the side 
of the Coquette. Her commander found his prisoner in posses- 
sion of his own cabin, and, though grave if not sad in demeanor, 
perfectly self-posM»ssed. His arrival had produced a deep effect 
on the officers and men, though, like Yam, most of both classes 
refused to believe that the handsome and gaily-attired youth 
they had been summoned to receive was the notorious dealer in 
contraband. 

Light observers of the forms under which human qualities are 
exhibited, too often mistake their outward •^ii^is. Thouo^h it is 
quite in reason to believe that he who minifies much in rude and 
violent scenes should imbibe some of their rcniirh and re))elling 
asjHHrts, still it would seem that, an the stillest waters commonly 
conceal the det^j^est currents so the powers to awakoii (extraordi- 
nary events are not unfr<»quently cloak<Hl undor a chastened 
and sometimes under a cold exterior. It has of>on hap{»(*ned, 
that the most desperate and sclf-willod men are th<>»e whose 
mien and manners would give reason to ex{MH*t the mildest and 
moft tractable dispositions ; while he who has seemed a lioo some- 
ilmm proves, in his real nature, to be little better than a lamb. 
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Ludlow had reason to see tliat the incredulity of his top-nuio 
had extended to mofit on board ; and, as he could not conquer 
his tenderness on the subject of Alida and all that concerned 
her, while on the other hand there existed no motive for 
immediately declaring the truth, he rather favored the general 
impression by his silence. First giving some orders of the Ust 
importance at that moment, he passed into the cabin, and sought 
a private interview with his captive. 

" That vacant state-room is at your service. Master Seadrift," 
he observed, pointing to the little apartment opposite to the one 
he occupied himself. *^ We are likely to be shipmates several 
days, unless you choose to shorten the time by entering into a 

capitulation for the Water- Witch, in which case ^ 

" You had a proposition to make." 

Ludlow hesitated, cast an eye behind him, to be certain they 
were alone, and drew nearer to his captive. 

** Sir, I will deal with vou as becomes a seaman. La belle 
Barb6rie is dearer to me than ever woman was before ; dearer, 
I fear, than ever woman will be again. You need not learn 
that circumstances have occurred, — Do you love the lady P 
" I do." 

^ And she — foar not to trust the secret to one who will not 
abuse the trust — returns she vour affection ?" 

The mariner of the brigantine drew back with dis^ity ; then, 
instantly recovering his ease, as if fearful he might forget him- 
self, he said with warmth — 

^ This trifling with woman^s weakness is the besetting sin of 
man I None may speak of her inclinations. Captain Ludlow, 
but herself. It never shall be said that any of the sex had 
au<;ht but flttinif reverence for their deftendent state, their con- 
stant and confiding love, their faithfulness in all the world^s 
trials and their singleness of heart, from me.** 

*' These sentiments do you honor ; and I could wish, for your 
own sake, as well as that of others, there was leas of oontraiiet,^ 

in your character. One cannot but grieve " 

** You had a proposition for ihe Kri<rantinAf* 
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*^ I woultl have said, that were the vessel yielded without fur. 
tbor pursuit, means might be found to soften the blow to those 
who will otherwise be most wounded by her capture." 

The face of the dealer in contraband had lost some of its usua] 
bri;:htness and animation ; the color of the cheek was not as ricli^ 
and the eye was less at ease, than in his former interviewi; with 
Ludlow. But a smile of security creased his fine features when 
the other spoke of the fate of the brigantino. 

" The keel of the ship that is to capture the Water-Witch is 
not yet laid,'* he said firmly ; ^* nor is the canvas that is to drive 
her through the water wove ! Our mistress is not so heedless 
as to sleep when there is most occasion for her services.'' 

*^ This mummery of a supernatural aid may l)e of use in 
holding tlie minds of the ignorant beings who fullow* your 
fortunes, in subjection, but it is lost when addressed to me. I 
have ascertained the position of the brigantine — nay, I have 
been under her very bowsprit, and so near her cut-water as to 
have examined her moorings. Measures are now taking to 
improve my knowledge, and to secure the prize." 

The free-trader heard hira without exhibiting alarm, though 
he listened with an attention that rendered his breathinrr audible. 

** You found my people vigilant ? " he rather carelessly 
obser^'^ed, than asked. 

** So much so, that I have said the skiflf was pulled beneath 
her martingale without a hail! II ad there been means, it 
would not have re4|uired many moments to cut the hawser by 
which she rides, and to have laid your beauteous vessol ashore ! ^ 

Tlie gleam of Seadrift's eye was like the glance of an eagle. 
It seemed to inquire, and to resent, in the same instant. 
Ludlow shrank from the piercing look, and ro<)d«*ned to the 
brow, — whether with his rocoUoctions, or not, it Is unnec«*ssary 
to explain. 

"The worthy dt»\ice was thought of! — nay, it was at- 
tempted !** exclaimed the other, gathering confimuition in the 
oonsciousnoss of his oompanion. — ** You did not — j-ou oould not 
•ucceed !** 
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** Our success will ho proved in the result" 

" The lady of the brii^ntine forgt»t not her charge ! Yoo 
saw her bright oyo — her dark and meaning face I Light shone 
on that mysterious countenance — mv words are true, Ludlow : 
thy tongue is silent, but that honest countenance confesses all ! ** 

The gay dealer in contraband turned away, and laughed id 
his merriest manner. 

** I knew it would bo so,^ he continued ; ^ what is the abspooe 
of one humble actor from her train ! Trust me, you will find 
her coy as ever, and ill-<l^)osed to hold converse i«ith a cruiser 
who speaks so rudoly through his cannon. Ila ! — here ano 
auditors I " 

An officer, to announce the near approach of a boat, entered. 
Both Ludlow and his prisoner started at this intelligence, and it 
was not difficult to fancy, both believed that a message from the 
Water- Witch nnght be expected. The former hastened od 
deck; while the latter, notwithstanding a self-possession that 
was so much pnictis<>d, could not remain entirely at his ease, 
lie passeil into the state-room, and it is more than probable 
that he availed himself of the window of its quarter-gallery, to 
reconnoitre those who were so unexjtectedly coming t«> the ship. 

But after the usual hail and reply, Ludlow no longer antici- 
pated any proposal from the brigantine. The answer had been 
what a seaman would call lubbeHv; or it wanted that attic 
purity that men of the profession rarely fail to use on all occa- 
sions, and by ihe means of which they can tell a pretender to 
their mysteries, with a quickness that is almost instincti%iB. 
When the short, quick ** boat-ahoy I ^ of tlic sentinel on the 
gang-way, was answen^d by the "what do you want f of a 
startled respondent in the boat, it was nH>eived among the crew 
of the Coquette with such a sneer as the tyro, who has taken 
two steps in any particular branch of knowledge, is apt to 
bi^stow on the blundore of him who ha^ taken but one. 

A deep silence reigned, while a party consisting of two men 
and as many females mounted the side of the ship, leaving a 
mlBcient number of forms behind them in th«> brjat to naa it» 
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oars. Notwithstanding more than one light was held in such 
a manner as would have discovered tlie faces of the strangers 
had they not all bec>n closely muffled, the party p&v^d into the 
cabin without recognition. 

"MasU'r ConieUus Ludlow, one might as well put on the 
Queen^s livery at once, as to be sUniring in thw uncertain 
manner, betvieen the Coquette and the land, like a protested 
note sent from endorser to endorser, to be paid,'' eommenceil 
Aldorman Van Beverout, tinca<ing himself in the great cabin 
with the coolest deliberation, while his niece sank into a chair 
unbidden, her two attendants standing near in submissive silence. 
"' Here is Alida, who has insisted on paying so unseasonable a 
visit, and, what is worse still, on dragging me in her train, 
though I am past the day of following a woman about, merely 
becaiwe she happens to have a pretty face. 'Hie hour is uasea- 
Bonable, and as to the motive — why, if Ma«*ter S(>adrift has got 
a little out of hb course, no great harm can come of it, while 
the afTjiir is in the hands of so discreet and amiable an officer as 
yourself." 

The Alderman became suddenly mute ; for the door of the 
state-room o})ened, and the indi\ idual he had named entered in 
person. 

Ludlow needed no other explanation than the knowledi^e of 
the persons of his guests, to understand the motive of their visit 
Taming to Alderman Van Bc*verout, he said, with a bitterness 
he could not repress — 

** My presence may be intranive. U-^? the the cabin as freely 
as your own hous4\ and rest assured that while it is thus 
honored, it shall ho sacred to its pre^iont u«k»s. >fy duty calls 
me to th^ <l*'ck." 

The yon 11^ mnn bowe<l, and hurriwl from the phioe. As lir 
passe<l Ali<la, he caui^ht a irlonm of her dark and f'Kwiuent eye, 
and he construed the glance into an expression of gratitude. 
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CHAPTEU XXVr. 



** If it w9n dune when *l b dnne, thca *l treiv woU 
1 1 were done qoirkly — '* 

MACaKTO. 



TiiE words of the immortal poet, with which, in deference to 
au ancient usai^fo in the hterature of the langua^^e, we have 
prefaced the incid(»nts to be related in this chapter, are in j>erfect 
conformity with that cTOveming maxim of a vessol, which is 
commonly found emljodieil in its standin<; order*, and which 
prescrilxw the necessity of exertion and activity in the lea«*t of ita 
op<*rationH. A strongly-manned ship, like a strong-annetl man, 
is fond of showing iU physical iK)wer, for it is one of the princi- 
pal secrets of its efficiency. In a proft^ssion in which there is an 
unceasing contest with the wild and fickle winds, and in which 
human rflbrts are to b<» manift*sted in the control of a d«'Iicate 
and feanul machinery on an in<H)nstant element, this g^ivfming 
principle In^comes of the hist im|>ortance. Where ** d«*lay may 
so easily be death,'^ it soon g<'ts to be a word that Is expunged 
from the language ; nnd then* is ]N*rhapa no truth more Dcce»- 
sary to 1k» known tt) all young aspirants for nawil success, than 
that, xi\\\l* nothiiit; shoul<l be attempte<l in a hurry, nothing 
should U' done without the last deirreo of activity that is com- 
patiblf with prei'ision. 

Tin* comma nd«»r «)f the (\Mjuette had early been impressed 
with the tnitli of the fon^goinij rule, and he hail not neglivti^ 
its application in the disi*i]>lin(> of his or\»w. When he n*ached 
Uie diek, tluTffon*, aft<T rolinqui^^hiiig the cabin to his n^itoi^ 
he found tho^e pn^jtarations which he had ord»^red to be ci>m- 
menced when he 6rst returned to the ship, already tar advanced 
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towards their execution. Ab these movements are closely con- 
nected with the future events it is our duty to expUiio, we shall 
relate them with some particularity. 

Ludlow had uo sooner given his orders to the officer in 
charge of the deck, than the call of the boatswain was heard 
summoning all hands to their duty. When the en*w was col- 
locted, tackles were hooked to the Urge boats stowed in the 
centre of the ship, and the whole ofth<'ra wore low«Tod into the 
water. The descent of those susjiended on the <juart4«rs was 
of course less difficult, and much sooner elfected. So soon an all 
the boats, with the exception of one at the stern, were out, the 
order was given to " cross top-gallant-yard«*.*' T\m duty had 
bpcn commenced while other things were in the course of per- 
formance, and a minute had scarcely |ms<4>d lK'ft>re the upper 
ma^ts were again in jnisscssion of their light sails. Then was 
heard tlie usual summons of '* all hands up anchor, ahoy !*^ and 
the rapid onlera of the young offict^rs to "man ca|)Stan-barH/* to 
•* nipjier," and finally to ** heave away." Tlie baniiuKH of i;»'t- 
tingthe anchor on board a cruiser, and on Ixinrd a ship ont^iu^t'd 
\n commerce, is of very different degni*s of lalior, as w^-ll as of 
ex|)edition« In the latter, a doztui men apply th<'ir ]M>wtTs to a 
slow -moving and reluctant windlass, whih' tl>«.> untnictaMo cable, 
80 it enters is broken into coils by tlio painful i^rt'orts of a 
grumbling C4>ok, thwarted, ]K'rha]is, as much as he i:4 aided by 
the Haywanlness of some wilful urchin who does tin* service of 
the cabin. Ou the other hand, the u|>right and cimstantly- 
moving cajwtan knows no delay. Tlip revolving " me>senger'* 
is ever ready to Ih» applied, and skilful ]Mtty officers are always 
in the tier*, to disiHJSc of the massive n>|H», tliat it may not en- 
cumU^r the decks. 

Ludlow ap|H»an^d amoni; his ]HH>ple while thoy wen* thus 
ernployciL Kr* h» hil !irid«» on» h:i>»ty turn on the qoar- 
ter-deck, he was met bv the busy iirst- lieu tenant 

•* Wo are short, Sir," s;iitl that ai^ent of all work. 

" 8t»t your toi»saiLs.'' 

The canvas was instantly i>ermitted to fall, and it wa^ no 
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nrioner stretched to the yards, Uian force was applied to the 
halyards, and the sails were hoisted. 

" Which way, Sir, do you wish the ship cast T demanded 
the attentive Luflf. 

" To seaward/' 

The head-yard") were accordinpfly braced aback in the proper 
direction, and it was then repotted to the captain that all wm 
ready to get the ship under way. 

" Trip the anchor at once. Sir ; when it is stowed, and tho 
decks are cleared, reyiort to me." 

This sententious and characteristic communication was suffi- 
cient for all the purposes of that moment The one was accus- 
tomed to iHAue his orders without explanation, and the other 
never hesitated to obey, and rarely presumed to inquire into 
their motive. 

"We are aweij^h and stowed. Sir; everything clear," said 
Mr. Luff, af^er a few minutes had been allowed to execute the 
precodin;7 commands. 

Ludlow then seemed to arouse himself from a deep reverie, 
lie had hitherto spoken mechanically, rather tlian as one con- 
scious of what he uttered, or whose feelings had any connexion 
with his words*. But it was now necessary to mingle with hit 
office r», and to issue roandat(*s that, as they were le^8 in routine, 
required both thouj^ht and discretion. The crews of the differ- 
ent boats weit> " called away," and arms were placed in their 
hand<«. When nearly <>r quite one half of the ship*s company 
were in the boats, and the latter were all refM>rted to be ready, 
officers were assicrned to each, and the particular service expected 
at their hands was distinctly explained. 

A ma'»ter*s mate in the Captain's l>arge, with the crew 
strenirthened by half-a-dozon marines, was ordered to pull 
directlv for the ( ove, into which he wa^ to enter i^ith hiuHIUhI 
onrs, and \^hore he wn^ to await a siirnal from the first-lieutenant, 
unleM he met the briirnntine endoa%orinir to esca{)e, in which 
case his orders were ini) crative to bciard and carry her at every 
liaxard. The hi^h^pirited youth no s(K>ner received this charge, 
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thim he quitted the ship and steered to the southward, keeping 
inside the ton|i^e of land so often nanoed. 

Luff was then tuld to take command of the launch. With 
this heavy and strongly-manned boat, he was ordered to pro* 
ceed to the inlet, where he was to give the si^rnal to the barge, 
and whence he was to go to the assistance of the latter, so soon 
as he was assured the Water-Witch could not again escape by 
the secret pass:ige. 

The two cutters were intrusted to the i^mmand of the second- 
lieutenant, with orders to pull into the broad passage between 
the end of the cape, or the ** Ilook," and that long narrow 
island which stretches from the harbor of New York for more 
than forty leagues to the eastward, sheltering the whole coast 
of Connecticut from the tempests of the ocean. Ludlow knew, 
though ships of a hea^y draught were obliged to pass close to 
the cape, in order to gain the open sea, that a light brigantine, 
like the \Vater- Witch, could find a sufficient depth of water for 
her purposes further north. The cutters were, therefore, sent in 
that direction, with orders to cover as much of the channel a» 
possible, and to carry the smuirLcler should an occasion offer. 
Fmally, the yawl was to occupy tlie space between the two 
channels, with orders to rejK'at signals Aiid to be vigilant in 
reconnoitrin-^. 

While the different officers intrusted with these duties were 
receiving their instructions, the ship, un<]er the charge of Try- 
sail, began to move towards the cape. When <>lf the |H)int of 
the Hook, the two cutters ami the yawl ^ cast off," and took to 
their oars, and when fairly without the buoys, the launch did 
the same, eacli boat taking its pmscril^ed direction. 

If the reader retains a distinct recollection of the scene 
descrih(*d in one <»f the earlier pa :• s »»f 'h'"* w . k, he will under- 
fltand the grounds on wliich Ludlow ba^eil hi^ 1 1 jk-s of smn^^^ 
By sending the launch into the inlet, he l>eliove<l he slumld 
inclose the brignntine on ev«»ry sid«»; since her e>ca|«e through 
either of the ordinary channel \x ouKl l>ecome im)HjAsible, while 
he kept the Coquette in tb^ offing. The service be expected 
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from the three hoats sent to the northward, was to trace the 
movement of the smuggler, and should a suitable opportunity 
offer, to attempt to cany him bv surprise. 

When the launch [>artod ^m the ship, the Coquette came 
slowly up to the wind, and with her fore-topsail thrown to the 
mast, she lay, waiting to allow her boats the time necessary to 
reach their several stations. The different exjioditions had 
reduced the force of the crew quite one half, and as both the 
lieutenants were otherwise employed, there now remained on 
board no officer of a rank between those of the captain and 
Trysail. Some time after the vessel had been stationaiy, and 
the men had been ordered to keep close, or in other words, to 
dispose of their j>erM^ns as they pleased, with a \iew to |)ermit 
them to catch "" cat*s naps,'* as some com})onsation f<ir the 1<»« 
of their regular sloi'p, the latter approached his suj^^rior, who 
stood gazing over the hammock-cloths in the direction of the 
Cove, and f»jK>ko. 

** A dark night, smooUi water, and fresh hands, make boating 
agreeaV>le duty !" he said. ** The gentlemen are in fine heart, 
and full of young men's hopes ; but he who lays that brigantine 
al)oard, will, in my poor judgment, have more work to do tlian 
merely glutting up her side. I w&s in the foremost boat that 
boarded a Spaniard in the Mona, hist war ; and though we went 
into her with light heels, some of us were brought out with 
broken heads. — I think the fore-top-gallant-mast has a better 
set, Captain Ludlow, since we gave the last pull at the 
rigging r 

**It stands well,'' returned his half-attentive commander. 
** Give it the other drau, if vou think best" 

^ Just as you please. Sir ; His all one to roe. 1 care not if 
the mast is hove all of one side, like the hat on tlie head of a 
country buck ; but when a thing is as it ought to be, reason 
would tell an to let it alone. Mr. Luff was of opinion, that by 
alt4'ring the slin<rH of the main -yard, we should gi\^ a better set 
to the ti>)iA:iil hIkh^u ; but it was little tliat could be done with 
the stick aloft, and 1 am ready to pay Her Majesty the diffii^rentc 
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between the wear of the sheets as Uier stand now, and as Mr. 
LufT would have them, out of mj own i>ocket, tl)ou;xh it is often 
as empty as a parish church in which a fox-hunting parson 
preaches. I was presimt, once, when a real tally-ho was reading 
tlie scr^'ice, and one of your godless S4}uires gf>t in the wake of 
a fox, with W» hounds, within hail of the church-windows ! The 
cries had some such effect on my roarer, &s a puif of wind would 
have on this ship ; that is to say, ho sprung his luff, and though 
he kept on muttering something 1 never knew what, his eyes 
were in the fields the whole time the pack was in \iew. But 
this wasn't the worst of it ; for when he got fairly back to his 
work again, the wind had been blowing the leaves of his book 
about, and ho plum}>ed us into the middle of the marriag<* cere- 
mony. I am no great lawyer, but there were tli<>«e who said it 
wiia a god-s<*nd that half the young men in the parish weren't 
married to their own i;rand mot hers !** 

^ I ho[>e the match was aim'eable to the family,'* sjiid Lud- 
low, relieving one elbow by resting the weight of his head on 
the other. 

^ Why, as to that, I will not take upon me to say, since the 
derk corrected the parson's reckoning Ufore tlio mi^'hief was 
entiri»ly done. There has been a little dispute Ix^tween me and 
the 6ret-]ieutenant, Captain Ludlow, concerning the trim of the 
ship. He maintains that we have i;i>t too much in forward of 
what he calls tlie centre of gravity ; and he is of opinion that 
had we been less by the head, the smugi^ler would never have 
had tlie heels of us in the diase ; whenvis I invite any man to 
by a craft on her water-line '* 

** Show our light !" intemiptinl Ludlow. ** Yonder goi»s the 
signal of the kunch I" 

Trysail oea^nl .<i)eaking, and stej^ping on a gun, he b^gan to 
gaze in Uie dirtn^tion of the Cove. A hint4»m, or some other 
bright object, WHS leisurely raised throe times, and as often hid 
from view. The signal came from under the land, and in a 
quarter that left no doubt of its ol>j(>ct. 

'^So fiir, well,'* cried the Captain, quitting hit stand, :um1 
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turning, for the fiivt time, with oonsciousnefis, to his oflSoer 
*' Tls a 810^11 that they arc at the inlet, and that the o6bi^ in 
clear. I think, Master Trysail, we are now sure of our prize. 
Sweep the horizon thorou&^hly with the nif^ht-glaM, fOkd then we 
will close upon this hoasted brigantine.*' 

Both t<x>k glaftscft, and devoted several minutes to this duty. 
A careful examination of the margin of the ^ea, from tlie coast 
of New Jersey to that of Long Inland, gave them reason to be- 
lieve that nothing of any size was lying without the ca{)e. The 
sky was more free from clouds to the eastward than under the 
land, and it was not difficult to make certain of this important 
(act It gnve them the assurance that the WaU'r- Witch had 
not escaped by the secret passage, during the time lost in tbeir 
own preparations. 

"This is still well,** continued Ludlow. "Now he cannot 
avoid us— show the triangle." 

Tliree lights, dispcx'HKl in the form just named, were then 
hoisted at the gaff-end of the Coquette. It was an order for 
the boats in the Cove to proceed. The signal was quickly an- 
swered from tlie launch, and a small rocket was seen sailing over 
the trees and shrubberv of the shore. All on board the Co- 
quette listened int4*ntly, to catch some sound that should denote 
the tumult of an assault Once Ludlow and Tr}*Hail thought 
the cheers of seamen came on the thick air of the night ; and 
once, again, either fancy or their senses told them they heard 
the menacing hail which commanded the outlaws to submit 
Many minutes of intense anxiety succeeded. Tlie whole of the 
hammock-cloths on the side of the shij> nearest to the land were 
lined with curious facen, though respect left Ludlow to the sole 
occupation of the short and light dock which covered the ae* 
oommodatioiis ; whither he hail ascended, to command a moro 
perfect new of the horizon. 

" Tis time to hear their musketry, or to see the signal of suc- 
cess !** said the young man to himself, so intently occupied by 
his interest in the undertaking, as to be unconscious of having 
frpoken. 
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** Hare jou forgotten to provide a signal for failare !'' said 
one at his elbow. 

*' Ha ! Master Seadrift ; — I would have spared jou this 
spectacle.*' 

*' Tis one too often witnessed to be singular. A life passed 
on the ocean has not left me ignorant of the effect of night, with 
a view seaward, a dark coast, and a background of mountain f' 

** You have con6dence in him left in charge of your brigan- 
tine ! I shall have faith in jour sea-green Uidy myseli^ if he 
escape my boats this time." 

^ See ! — there is a token of her fortune,*' returned the other, 
pointing towards three lanterns that were shown at the inlet's 
mouth, and over which many lights were burnt in rapid suc- 
cession. 

*' Tis of fiiilure ! Let the ship fall-of, and square away the 
yards ! Round in, men, round in. We will run down to the 
entrance of the bay, Mr. Trysail. The knaves have been aided 
by their lucky star !" 

Ludlow spoke with deep vexation in his tones, but always 
with tlie authority of a superior and the promptitude of a sea- 
man* The motionless being, near him, maintained a profound 
silence. No exclamation of triumph escaped him, nor did he 
o|)en his lips either in pleasure or in surprise. It appeared as 
if confidence in his vessel rendered him as much superior to ex- 
altation as to apprehension. 

'* You look upon this exploit of your brigantine. Master Sea- 
drift, as a thing of course,'' Ludlow obKTvcil, when his own 
ship was steering towards the extremity of the cape again. 
**" Fortune has not deserted you yet ; but with the land on three 
sides, and tliis ship and her boats on the fourth, I do not des- 
jMiir yet of prevailing over your bronzed goddess !" 

^ Our mistress never slee{«," returned the dealer in contra- 
band, drawing a long breath, like one who had struggled k>ng 
to rejiress his interest 

** Terms are stilt in your power. I shall not conceal that the 
CommiMioners of Her Majesty's customs set so high a price on 

15 
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the possession of the Water- Witch, as to embolden roe to ai^ 
Bume a responsibility from which I might, on any other occasion, 
shrink. Deliver the vessel, and I pledge you the honor of an 
officer that the crew shall land without question. — Leave her to 
us, with empty decks and a swept hold, if you will, — ^but^ leave 
tite swift boat in our hands.** 

^ The lady of the brigantine thinks otherwise. She wenrs her 
mantle of the deep waters, and, trust me, spite of all your nets, 
she will lead her followers beyond the offices of the lead^ and 
far from soundings: — aye, spite of all the navy of Queen 
Anno!" 

** I hope that others may not repent this obstinacy ! But this 
is no time to bandy words ; the duty of the ship requires my 
presence." 

Seadrift took the hint, and reluctantly retired to the cabin. 
As he left the poop, the moon rose above the line of water in 
the eastern board, and shed its light along the whole horizon. 
The crew of the Coquette were now enabled to see, with suffi- 
cient distinctness, from the sands of the llook to the distance 
of many leagues to seaward. There no longer remained a doubt 
that the brigantine was still within the bay. Encouraged by 
this certainty, Ludlow endeavored to forget all motives of per- 
sonal feeling, in the discharge of a duty that was getting to be 
more and more interesting, as the prospect of its suooessfiil 
accomplishment grew brighter. 

It was not long before the Coquette reached the channel 
which forms the available mouth of the estuary. Here the ship 
was again brought to the wind, and men were sent upon the 
yards and all her more lofty spars, in order to overtook, by the 
dim and deceitful light, as much of the inner water as the eye 
could reach ; while Ludlow, assisted by the master, was engaged 
in the same employment on the dock. Two or three midship- 
men were included among the common h<*rd aloft 

** There » nothing visible within,** said the captain, after n 
long and anxious search with a glass. ** Tlie shadow of the Jer- 
sey mountains prevents the sight in that direction, wlule the 
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span of a fri^^tc might be confounded with the trees of 
Staten Island, here, in the northern board. — Croes-jack-jard, 
there I" 

TIio fthrill voice of a midshipman answered to the hail. 

"• What do you make within the Uook, Sir ?" 

^ NoUiing visible. Our barge is pulling along the land, and 
the launch appears to be lying off the inlet ; aye, here is the 
yawl resting on its oars without the Roroer ; but wc can find 
nothing which looks like the cutter in the range of Ooney.*' 

** Take another sweep of the glass more westward, and look 
well into the mouth of the Raritan ; mark you anything in that 
quarter V^ 

** Ha ! here is a speck on our lee quarter.*' 

" What do you make of it ?" 

^ Unless sight deceives mc greatly, Sir, there is a light boat 
pulling in for tlie ship, alxmt three cablen^ length distant" 

Ludlow raised his own glass, and swept the water in the 
direction named. After one or two unsuccessful trials, his ere 
caught the object ; and as the moon had now some power, he 
was At no loss to dii^tinguish itn character. There was eWdontly 
a boat, and one that, by its movements, had a design of holding 
communication with the cruiser. 

The eye of a seaman is acute on his element, and his mind is 
quick in forming opinions on all things that properly appertain 
to his profession. Ludlow saw instantly, by the coastruction, 
that the boat was not one of those sent from the ship ; that it 
approached in a direction which enabled it to avoid the Coquette, 
by keeping in a part of the bay where the water was not suffi- 
ciently deep to admit of her passage ; and that its movomenti 
were so guarded as to denote great caution, while therv was an 
evident wish to draw as near to tlie cruiser as prud(*nc(* might 
render advisable. Taking a trumpet, he hailed in the w«ll 
known and customary manner. 

The answer oame up faintly against the air, but it was uttered 
with much practice in the implement and with an exceeding 
compaM of voice. 
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" Aye, aye l" and, " a parley from the brigantme T were the 
only words that were distinctly audible. 

For a minute or two, the young man paced the deck in 
silence. Then be suddenly commanded the only boat which 
the cruiser now possessed, to be lowered and manned. 

^ Throw an ensign into the stem-sheets,^ he said, when these 
orders were executed ; " and let there be arms beneath it We 
will keep faith while faith is observed, but there are reasons for 
caution in this interview.*^ 

Trysail was directed to keep the ship stationary, and after 
giving to his subordinate private instructions of importanoe in 
the event of treachery, Ludlow went into the boat in person. 
A very few minutes sufficed to bring the jolly-boat and the 
stranger so near each other, that the means of communication 
were both easy and sure. The men of the former were then 
commanded to cense rowing, and, raising his glass, the com* 
mander of the cruiser took a more certain and minute survev 
of those who aw2uted his coming. The strange boat was danc- 
ing on the waves, like a light shell that floated so buoyantly as 
scarce to touch the element which sustained it, while four 
athletic seamen leaned on the oars which lay ready to urge it 
ahead. In the stem-sheetB stood a form, whose attitude and 
mien could not readily be mistaken. In the admirable steadi- 
ness of the figure, the folded arms, the fine and manly piopor- 
ttoa<(, and the attire, Ludlow recognised the mariner of the 
India-shawl. A wave of the hand induced him to venture 
neappr. 

" What is asked of the royal cruiser f* demanded the captain 
of the vessels named, when the two boats were as near eadi 
other as seemed expedient 

" Confidence T w:is the calm reply. — ^ Come nearer, Captain 
Ludlow ; I am here with naked hands ! Our conferenoe need 
not be maintained with trumpetA.** 

Ashamed that a boat belonging to a ship of war should betray 
Joul)t«, the people of the yawl were ordered to go within readi 
(if tlio oars. 
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'* Wdl, Sir, you Lave your wkh. I hare quitted my ship, 
and come to the jmrley, with the Bmalk^t of my boats." 

^It is unnecessary to say what has been done with tlie 
othen r' returned Tiller, across the firm muscles of whoso fiice 
there passed a smile that was scarcely perceptible. ^* Vou hunt 
tts hard. Sir, and give but little rest to the brigantine. But 
again are you foiled I" 

^ We have a harbingi^r of better fortune in a lucky blow that 
has been struck to-night'* 

^ You are understood, Sir ; Master Seadrift has fallen into 
the hands of the Queen's sen'ants — but take good hoed! if 
injury, in word or deed, befall that youth, there live those who 
well know how to resent the wrong !*' 

^ These are lofty expressions to come from a proscribed man ; 
but we will overlook them in the motive. Your brigantine, Mas- 
ter Tiller, lost its master-spirit in the * Skimmer of the Seas,' and 
it may be wise to listen to tlie suggestions of moderation. If you 
are disposed to treat, I am here with no disposition to extort" 

** We meet in a suitable spirit, tlien ; for I come prejmred to 
o&r terms of raasom that Queen Anne, if she love her revenue, 
need not dt>spise ; — but, as in duty to ller Mnjesty, I will first 
listen to her royal j>leasure.'' 

** First, then, as a seaman, and one who is not ignorant of 
what a vessel can perform, let me direct your attention to the 
situation of the parties. I am cert^iin that the Water-Witch, 
though for the moment concealed by the shadows of the hills, 
or fiivoretl, |)erhaps, by distance and the ft^ebleness of tliis liirht, 
18 in the waters of the bay. A force, airainst which she has no 
power of re«»istance, watches the inlot ; you stv the cruiser in 
readiness to meet her off the Hook. Mv boats are so stationed 
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as to preclude the possibility of e>cai)e, without sufficitmt notice, 
by tlie northern chaiiiiol; and, in short, i\u* outlets are all 
closed to your passjigt\ With the morning light we shall know 
your position, and net accordingly.** 

^ No chart can show tlie dan ^ers of rocks and shoals mor^ 
dearly I — and to avoid these dan;^rs ?** 
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'* Yield the brigandne and depart Though outlawed, we 
shall content ourselves with the poesession of the remarkable 
vessel in which you do your mischief, and hope that, deprived 
of the means to err, you will return to better courses.^ 

** With the prayers of the church for our amendment I Now 
listen, Captain Ludlow, to what I offer. You have the penon 
of one much loved by all who follow the lady of the sen-green 
mantle in your power ; and we have a brigantine that does 
much injury to Queen Anne^s supremacy in the waters of this 
hemisphere ; — ^yield you the captive, and we promise to quit 
this coast never to return/' 

'^This were a worthy treaty, truly, for one whose habitation 
is not a mad-house ! relinquish my right over the princi]ial 
doer of the evil, and receive the unsupported pledge of a subor- 
dinate's word ! Your happy fortune, Master Tiller, has troubled 
your reason. What I offer, was offered because I would not 
drive an unfortunate and remarkable man like him we have, 
to extremities, and — there may be other motives, but do not 
mistake my lenity. Should force become necessary to put your 
vessel into our hands, the law may view your offences with a 
still harsher eye. Df^eds which the lenity of our system now 
considers as venial, may easily turn to crime ?* 

" I ought not to take your distrust as other than excusable,** 
returned the smuggler, evidently suppressing a feeling of haughty 
and wounded pride. ^ The word of a free-trader should have 
little weight in the ears of a queen's officer. We have been 
trained in different schools, and the same objects are seen in 
different colors. Your proposal has been heard, and, with some 
thanks for its fiiir intentions, it is refused without a hope of 
acct^ptance. Our brigantine Is, as you rightly think, a remark- 
able vesisel ! Iler equal. Sir, for beauty or speed, fkMits not the 
ocean. By heaven ! I would soonor slight tlie smiles of the 
fairost woman that walks the earth, than entertain a thought 
which should betray the interest I ft'el in that jewel of naval 
skill ! You have seen her nt nuuiy times. Captain Ludlow — m 
squalk and calms; with her wings abroad, and her pinioai 
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shut ; by day and night ; near and far ; fair aud foul ; — and I 
ask you, with a seaman^s frankness, is she not a toy to 611 a 
scmnan*s heart ?" 

*^ I deny not the vcAsers merits, nor her beauty — *t is a pity 
she bears no better reputation/* 

^ I knew you could not withhold this praise ! But I grow 
childish when there is question of that bripintine ! Well, Sir, 
each has been heard, and now comes the conclusion. I part 
with the apple of my eye, ere a stick of that lovely fabric is 
willin|3^1y deserted. Shall we make other ransom fur the youth f 
— ^What think you of a plodijo in gfold, to be forfeited should 
we forget our word." 

'* You ask impossibilities. In treating thus at all I quit the 
path of proud authority, bt'causo, as h&s been said, there is that 
about the ^ Skimmer of the Seas * that raises him above the 
coarse herd who in common traffic aijcninst the law. The 
brigantine or nothing T 

*' My life before that brigantine ! Sir, you foi^t our fortunes 
are protected by one who laughs at the off<>ri«« of your fl<>ot 
You tliink that we are inclo^, and that^ when light shall 
return, there will remain men^ly the easy tank to place your 
iron*mounted cruiser on our K^am, and driv«» uh to s<H»k merer. 
Here are honest mariners who could toll ym of the hoj)eles«%- 
ness of the expedient Tho AVat<»r-W'itcli has nin the gauntlet 
of all your navies, and sliot has never yet defactnl hor U^auty. 

** And yet her limbs have been known to fall Wfore a messen- 
ger from my ship." 

** The stick wanted the commission of our mlstrew*,*' interrupted 
the other, glancing his eye at the cnnlulous and attentive crew 
of the boat ^ In a thoughtU'SA moment, *twas taken up at seii. 
and fashioned to our purpos4> without counsi^ from the book. 
Nothing that touches our docks, under fittinj; advice, comes to 
harm. You look incredulous, and it is in character to s<M.'m so. 
If you refuse to listen to the lady of the bri^rantine, at least lend 
an ear to your own laws. Of what offence can you chargt* 
Master Sendrift, tliat you hold him captive t ** 
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*^ H]8 redoubted name of ' Skimmer of the Seas* were warranty 
to force him from a sanctuaTy/' retomed Ludlow, smiling. 
''Though proof should fail of any immediate crime, there is 
impunity for the arrest, since the law refuses to protect him.** 

^' This is your boasted justice ! Rogues in authority combine 
to condemn an absent and a silent man. But if tou think to 
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do your violence with impunity, know there are those who take 
deep interest in the welfare of that youth.** 

''This is foolish bandying of menaces," said the captain, 
warmly. " If you accept my offers, speak ; and if you reject 
them, abide the coiisequences.** 

^ I abide the consequences. But since we cannot come to 
terms, as victor and the submitting party, we may part in 
amity. Touch my hand. Captain Ludlow, as one brave man 
should salute another, though the next minute they are to grap- 
ple at the throat** 

Ludlow hesitated. The proposal was made with so frank and 
manly a mien, and the air of the free-trader, as he leaned beyond 
the gunwale of his boat, was so superior to his pursuit, that, 
unwilling to seem churlish, or to be outdone in courtesy, he 
reluctantly consented, and laid bin palm within that the other 
offered. The smuggler pro6ted by the junction to draw the 
boats nearer, and, to the amazement of all who witnessed the 
action, he stej)ped boldly into the yawl, and was seated fiioe to 
face with iti officer in a moment 

" These are matters that are not fit for every ear,** said the 
decided and confident mariner, in an undertone, when he had 
made this sudden change in the position of the parties. ^ Deal 
with me frankly, Captain Ludlow : is your prisoner left to brood 
on his melancholy, or does he feel the conflation of knowing 
that others take an interest in his welfiue T* 

" lie does not want for sympathy. Master Tiller, since he haa 
the pity of the finest woman in America.** 

" Ha ! la belle Barberie owns her esteem ! — is the conjoctun* 
right?" 

^ Unhappily, you are too near the truth. The infatuated girl 
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•eems but to live in his presence. She has so far forgotteo the 
opinions of others, as to follow him to my ship/' 

Tiller listened intently ; from that instant all concern disap> 
peared from his countenance. 

^ Ho who is thus favored may, for a moment, even forget the 
hrigantino T he exclaimed, with his natural recklessness of air. 
"And the alderman ? " 

" Has more discretion than hb niece, since he did not permit 
her to come alone/' 

" Enough. Captain Ludlow, let what will follow, we part as 
friends. Fear not, Sir, to touch the hand of a proscribed man 
again ; it is honest after its own f&<^hion, and many is the peer 
and prince who keeps not so clean a palm. Deal tenderly with 
that gay and rash young sailor ; he wants the discretion of an 
older head, but the heart is kindness itself. I would hazard life 
to shelter his, but at every hazard the brigantine must be saved. 
Adieu." 

There was emotion in the voice of the mariner of the shawl, 
notwithstanding his high bearing. Squeezing the hand of Lud- 
low, he passed back into his own barge, with the ease and 
steadiness of one who made the ocean his home. 

" Adieu r* he repeated, signing to his men to pull in the 
direction of the shoals, where it was certain the ship could not 
follow. " We may meet again ; until then, adieu." 

** We are sure to meet with the return of lit;ht** 

"Believe it not, brave gentleman. Our lady will thru«t the 
spars under her girdle, and pass a fleet unseen. A sailor^s 
blessing on you ; fair winds and a plenty ; a safe landfiiU, and a 
cheerful home ! Deal kindly by the boy ; and, in all hut e^*il 
wishes to my ves«ol, success light on your ensign !" 

The seamen of both boats dashed their oars into the water at 
the same instant, and the two parties were quickly without tho 
bearing of tho vuioe. 
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CEAl^ER XXVII. 



••Didllellthit, 
Who woald believe me 1 ** 

MiEAtCtS rOB MBAtOBB. 



Till time of the intemew related in the close of the preceding 
chapter, was in the early watches of the ni^ht It now becomea 
our duty to transport the reader to another, that had place 
several hours later, and after day had dawned on the industrious 
bun^hers of Manhattan. 

There stood near one of the wooden wharves which lined the 
arm of the sea on which the city is so happily placed, a dwell- 
ing, around which there was every sign that its owner was 
engaged in a retail commerce, that w&^ active and thriving for 
that age and country. Notwithstanding the earHness of the 
hour, the windows of this house were open ; and an individual, 
of a biuiy-looking face, thrust his head so often from one of the 
casements, as to show that he already expected the apjiearaiioe 
of a second party in the affair that had probably called him 
from his bod even sooner than common. A tremendous rap at 
tlte door relieved his visible unc»tiness ; and, hastening to open 
it, he received his visitor, with much parade of ceremony, and 
many protestations of respect, in j)erK>n. 

^ This is an honor, my lord, that does not often be&U men 
of my humble condition,*^ said the master of the house, in the 
flippant utterance of a vul<^r cockney; **but I thought it wonUl 
be more aijreeable to your lordship to receive the a — a — here, 
than in the place where your lordship just at this momeDt 
rcsid<'S. Will your lordship please to rest yourself^ after yonr 
lordship's walk ?** 

**! thank you, Camaby,** returned the other, taking the 
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offered seat with an air of easy superiority. ''You judge with 
your usual discretion, as respects the place, though I doubt the 
prudence of seeing him at all. Has the man come V* 

^ Donbtloss, my lord ; he would hardly presume to keep your 
lordship waiting, and much less would I countenance htm 
in so gross a disresjiect. He will be most happy to wait on 
you, my lord, whenever your lordship shall please." 

^ Let him wait : there is no necessity for h&ste. He has pro- 
bably communicated some of the objects of this extraordinary 
call on my time, (^arnaby ; and you can break them in the 
intervening moments.*' 

'^ I am sorry to say, my lord, that the fellow is as obstinate aa 
a mule. I felt the improj>r)oty of introducing him personally 
to your lordship ; but as he insistiM] ho had af&irs that would 
deeply interest you, my lord, I could not take upon me to 
•ay what would bo agreeable to your lordship, or what not ; and 
so I was bold enough to write the note.'* 

" And a very proj>erly expressed note it was Master Camaby. 
I have not received a better wordinl communication since 
my arriral in this colony. 

" I am sure the approbation of your lordship mig^ht justly 
make any man proud ! It is the ambition of my life, my lord, 
to do the duties of my station in a profier manner, and to treat 
all above me with a suitable respect, my lord, and all below roe 
88 in reason bound. If I might presume to think in such a 
matter, my lord, I should say that thi'so coloni<itH are no great 
judges of propriety in their correspondence, or indt^ed in any- 
thing elne.'* 

The noble visitor shrugged his shoulder, and threw an 
expression into his look that encouraged the retailer to pro- 
ceed. 

** It is just what I think mv^»lf, my lord," he continued, sim- 
pering ; '^but then,** ho adde<l, with a condolin;^ and patronizing 
air, ''how should they know any U^ttorf Etii^buid is but 
an isUnd, af^er all; and the whole world camioi be bom 
and educated on the Mune bit of earth.** 
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'* *Twould be inconvenient) Camabj, if it led to no other 
unpleasant consequence.*^ 

*' Almost word for word what I said to Mrs. Carnaby myself^ 
no later than yesterday, my lord, only vastly better expressed. 
Twould be inconvenient, said I, Mrs. Carnaby, to take in 
tlie other lodger, for everybody cannot live in the same house ; 
which covers, as it were, the ground taken in your lordship^s 
sentiment I ought to add, in behalf of the poor woman, that 
she expressed on the same occasion strong regrets that it is 
reported your lordship will be likely to quit us soon, on your 
return to old England.** 

'^That is really a subject on which there is more came 
to rejoice than to weep. This imprisoning, or placing within 
limits, so near a reUtive of the crown, is an affiiir that must have 
unpleasant consequences, and which offends sadly against pro- 
priety." 

^* It is awful, my lord ! If it be not sacril^e by the kw, 
the greater the shame of the opposition in Parliament, who 
defeat so nuiny other wholesome regulations intended for the 
good of the subject" 

"' Faith, I am not sure I may not be driven to join them 
myself, bad as they are, Carnaby ; for this neglect of ministen, 
not to call it by a worse name, might goad a man to a more 
heinous measure." 

^ I am sure nobody could blame your lordship, were your 
lordship to join anybody, or anything, but the French ! I have 
oftion told Mrs. Carnaby as much as that in our frequent ooover- 
aations concerning the unplea^nt situation in which your lord- 
ship is just now placed.** 

^*I had not thought the awkward transaction attracted 
so much notice,** obscn^ed the other, evidently wincing under 
the allusion. 

^ It attracts it only in a proper and respectful way, my lonL 
Nfeither Mrs. Carnaby, nor myself, ever indulges in any of 
these remarks, hut in the most proper and truly 
m;mner." 
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** The reservation might palliate a greater error. That word 
proper is a prudent term, and expresses all one could wish. I 
had not thought you so intelligent and shrewd a man, Master 
Camabj ; clever in the way of business, I always knew you to 
be ; but so apt in reason, and so matured in principle, is what I 
will confess I had not expected. Can you form no conjecture of 
the business of this man ?'* 

^ Not in the least, my lord. I pressed the impropriety of a 
peisonal interview ; for though he alluded to some business or 
other, I scarcely know what, with which he appeared to think 
your lordship had some connexion, I did not understand him, 
and we had like to have parted without an explanation." 

^ I will not see the fellow." 

"^ Just as your lordship pleases — I am sure that, after so 
many little affaire have passed through my hands, I might 
be safely trusted with this; and I said as much, — but as 
he positively refused to make me an agent, and he insisted that 
it was so much to your lordship^s interest — why I thought, my 
lord, that perhaps — ^just now *' 

"Show him in." 

Camaby bowed low and submissively, and after busying him- 
self in placing the chairs aside, and adjusting the table more 
eonveniently for the elbow of his guest, he left the room. 

"Where is the man I bid you keep in the shopf 
demanded the retailer, in a coar»«*, authoritative voice, when 
without ; addressing a meek and humble looking lad, who did 
the duty of clerk. " I warrant me he is left in the kitchen, and 
you have been idling about on the walk ! A more heedlt'ss 
and unattentive lad than yourBrlf is not to be found in America, 
and the sun never rises but I repent having signed your inden- 
tures. You shall pay for this, you ** 

The appearance of the |)erson he sousrht cut short the denun- 
ciations of the obsequious grocer and the domestic tyrant lie 
opened the door, and having again closed it, left his two nsitoR 
together. 

Though the degenerate descendant of the great (?larendon had 
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not hesitated to lend his office to cloak the irregular and unSaw- 
ful trade that was then so prevalent in the American seas, 
he had paid the sickly but customary deference to \irtue, 
of refusing on all occasions to treat personally with its agents. 
Sheltered behind his official and personal rank, he had soothed 
his feelings by tacitly believing that cupidity is less venal when 
its avenues arc hidden ; and that in protecting his station from an 
immediate contact with its ministers, he had dtschai^ged an im* 
portant, and for one in his situation, an imperative duty. 
Unequal yO the exercise of virtue itself, he thought he had done 
enough in presoning some of its seemliness. Though fiir from 
paying even this slight homage to decency, in his more ordinary 
habits, his pride of rank had, on the subject of so coanse a (ail- 
ing, induco<l him to maint«'un an appearance which his pride of 
chaiiicter would not have suggested. Camaby was much 
the most degraded, and the lowest of those with whom ho ever 
condescended to communicate directly ; and even with him 
there might have been some scruple, had not his necessities 
caused him to stoop so far as to accept pecuniary assistance 
from one he both despised and dot4»st^d. 

Wlien the door opened, therefore, the Lord Ci»mbury rose, 
and determined to bring the intemew to a s]>oedy issue, he 
turned to face the individual who entered with a mien into 
which he threw all the distimoe aud hauteur that he thou<;ht 
necessary for such an obj<>ct. Ihii he encountennl in the man- 
ner of the India-shawl a very different man from the flattering 
and obsequioiLH groeer who had just quitted him. Eye met eye ; 
his gaze of authority rec<Mving a look as steady, if not as curious, 
&H his own. It was evident by tlie composure of the 
fine manly frame he saw, that \U owner rested hb claims on the 
aristocracy of nature. The noble forgot his acting under the 
influence of surprise, and his voice ex[)resvsod as much of admi* 
ration as command when he said — 

•* This, then, is the Skimmer of the Seas T 

** Men call me thus : if a life passed on oceans gives a claim 
to the title, it has l»een fairlv earned." 
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" Your cliarncter — I may say that some portions of your hia- 
tory^ are not unknown to ine. Poor Carnnby, who is a worthy 
and an industrious man, with a growin^^ family dependent ou 
bis 4 xertions, has entrcato<l mo to receive you, or there mi^ht be 
le«6 apology for this step than I c^oultl wish. Men of a certain 
rank, Master Skimmer, owe so much to their station, that I rely 
on your discretion." 

** I have stood in nobler presence^ my lord, and found so 
fa'ttle change by the Iionor, that I am not apt to boast of what 
I see. SoTue of princely rank have found their profit in my 
acquaintance.** 

*• I do not deny your usefulness. Sir ; it is only the necessity 
of prudence, I would urge. There has been, I believe, some 
sort of implied contract between us — at lenst, so Camiiby 
explains the transaction, for I ran*ly enter into thes<» details 
myselt^— by which you may |x»rhaps ferl some right to include 
me in the list of your customers. Men in high plac4'8 must 
respect the laws, yet it is not always convenient, or even useful, 
that they should deny thcms<>lvi s i very indulgence whiih policy 
would prohibit to the mass. One who liJis si*en as much of life 
as yourself necila no explinations on tliis head ; and 1 cannot 
doubt but our present interview will have a satisfactory termi- 
nation**" 

The Skimmer scarce deemed it ne<'essar>* to conceal the con- 
tempt that caused his lip U> curl, while the other was endeavor* 
ing to mystify his cupidity; when the s|»e.iker wa^ tlone, he 
merely expresscnl an assent by a }<lig)it in4 '11 nation of the head. 
The ex-governor saw that his attempt was fruitless, and, by 
relinquishing his masquerade, and yitdiling niorv to his natural 
propensities and tastes, he succeiHliHl Wtter. 

** Camaby has been a faithful agent,** he continmsl, **and by 
his reporta, it would s^'cm that our coutidenoe has not been mis- 
placed* If fame speaks true, there is n<»t a more tloxteroua 
navigator of the narrow seas than tliyselC Ma^ter Skimmer. It 
ia to be supposed that your correspondents on this coast, too, are 
as lucrative aa I doubt not they are numerous.** 
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^ He who sells cheap can never want a purchaser. I think 
jour lordship has no reason to complain of prices.^' 

"' As pointed as his compass ! Well, Sir, as I am no longer 
master here, may I ask the object of this inter\iew P 

^ I have come to seek your interest in behalf of one who Ims 
fallen into the grasp of the Qtieen^s officers.^ 

^ Hum — the amount of which is, that the cruiser in the bay has 
entrapped some careless smuggler. We are none of us immor- 
tal, and an arrest is but a loi^al death to men of your petBua- 
sion m commerce. Interest is a word of many meanings. It 
is the interest of one man to lend, and of another to borrow ; of 
the creditor to receive, and of the debtor to avoid i^avment. 
Then there is interest at court, and interest in court — in short, 
you must deal more frankly, ere I can decide on the puq)ort of 
your visit'' 

^ I am not ignoiant that the Queen has been pleased to name 
another governor over this colony, or that your creditors, mj 
lord, have thought it prudent to take a pledge for their dues, in 
your person. Still, I must think, that one who stands so near 
the Queen in blood, and who sooner or later must enjoy both 
rank and fortune in the mother country, will not solicit so slight 
a boon as tliat I ask, without success. This Ls the reason I pre- 
fer to treat with you." 

^ As clear an ex|)lanation as the shrewdest casuist could desire ! 
I admire your succinctness, Master Skimmer, and coniess you 
for the pink of etiquette. When your fortune shall be made, I 
recommend the court circle as your place of retirement Go- 
▼emors, creditors, Queen, and imprisonment, all as compactly 
placed in the same sentence, as if it were the creed written on a 
thumb-nail ! Well, Sir, we will snpjKj^e my interest what yon 
wish it — Who and what is the delinquent V* 

** One named Soadrift — a u^ful and a pleasant youth, who 
passes much between me and my cmtomen; heedless and 
merry in his humors, but dear to all in my brigantine, becaiae 
of tried fidelity and shrewd w it We ooutd sacri6ce the profits 
of the voyajre that he were free. To me he is a nec e s sa ry 
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agent, for hifi skill in the judgment of rich tissues, and other 
luxuries that compose my traffic, is exceeding ; and I am better 
6tted to guide the vessel to her haven, and to look to her safety 
amid shoals and in tempests, than to deal in these trifles of 
female vanity." 

^ So dexterous a go-between should not have mistaken a tide- 
waiter for a customer — how befell the accident ?^ 

*' He met the barge of the Coquette at an unlucky moment, 
and as we had so lately been chased off the coast by the cruiser, 
there was no choice but to arrest him." 

'' llio dilemma is not without embarrassment When ouce 
his mind is settled, it is no trifle that will amuse th» Mr. Lud- 
low. I do not know a more bteral constructer of his orders ; — 
a man, Sir, who thinks words have but a single set of meanings, 
and who knows as little as can be imagined of the difference 
between a sentiment and a practice." 

*'He is a seaman, my lord, and he reads his instructions 
with a seaman's simplicity. I tliink none the worse of him, 
that he cannot be tempted from his duty ; for, let u<« understand 
the right as we will, our senice once taken, it becomes us all to 
do it faithfully." 

A small red s|x>t came and went on the cheek of the profit* 
gate Combury. Ashamed of his weakness, he aff(*cted to laugh 
at what he had heard, and continued the dii»course. 

^ Your forbearance and charity might adorn a churchman. 
Master Skimmer !" he answered. ^ Nothing can l)e more true, 
for this is an age of moral truths, as witnovs the Proti'stant suc- 
cession. Men are now expected to i>erform, and not to profess. 
Is the fellow of such usefulness that he may not be abandoned 
to his fate ? " 

** Much as I dote on my brigantine, and fow men set their 
affections on woman with a stronger love, I would see tlie 
beauteous craft di'genemte to a cutter for the Queen*s revenue, 
before I would entertain the thought I But I will not antici- 
pate a long and painful imprisonment for the youth, since those 
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who are not altogether powerless already take a deep and 
friendly conceni in his safety.'* 

" You have overcome the Brigadier ! " cried the other, in a 
hurst of exultation, that conquered the httle resen-e of manner 
he had thought it necessary to maintain ; ^ that immactdate and 
reforming representative of my royal cousin has bitten of the 
golden bait, and proves a true colony governor after all ! " 

'^ Lord Viscount, no. What we have to hope or what we 
have to fear from your successor, is to roe a secret" 

'* Ply him with promuK», Master Skimmer — set golden hopoa 
before his imagination ; set gold itself before his eyea, and yon 
will pro6]>er. I will pledge my expected earldom that lie yields ! 
Sir, these distant situations are Uke so many half-authort£ed 
mints, in which money is to be coined ; and the only counter- 
feit is your mimic rcprcsentaUve of Majesty. Ply him with 
golden hopes ; if mortal, he will yield !'* 

^ Yet, my lord, I have met men who preferred poverty and 
their opinions, to gold and the wishes of others." 

** The dolts were lusus natune T' exclaimed the dissolute Corn* 
bury, losing all reserve in a manner that better suited his known 
and confirmed character. **You should have caged them. 
Skimmer, and profited by their dulness to lay the curious under 
contribution. Dou*t mistake me, Sir, if I speak a little in con- 
fidence. I hope I know the difference between a gentleman and 
a leveller, as well as another ; but trust me, this Mr. Hunter is 
human, and he will yield if proper appUances are used ; — and 
you ex[)ect from me ?" 

'^ Tlie exercise of that influence which cannot fiiil of success ; 
since there is a courtesy between men of a certain station, which 
causes them to overlook rivalry, in the spirit of their caste. The 
cousin of Queen Anne can yet obtain the liberty of one whoso 
heavi4>st crime is a (ra* trade, tlioui^h he may not be able Co 
keep his own seat in the chair of the cjovemment'* 

^ Thus far, indeed, my |ioor influence may yet extend, pro- 
vided the fellow be not named in any act of outlawry. I wovkl 
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gladly enough, Mr. Skimmor, end mj deeds in this hemisphere, 
with 800(16 act of graceful mercy, if — indeed — I saw — the 

means ^" 

** They shall not be wanting. I know the law is like any 
other article of great price ; some think that Justice holds the 
balance, in order to weigh her lees. Though the profits of this 
hazardous and sleepless trade of mine be much overrated, I 
would gladly line her scales with two hundred broad pieces, to 
have that youth again safe in the cabin of the brisfantine.** 

As the *^ Skimmer of the Seas" thus spoke, he drew, with the 
calmness of a man who saw no use in circumlocution, a heavy 
bag of gold from beneath his frock, and deposited it, without a 
second look at the treasure, on the table. When this offering 
was made, he turned aside, less by design than by a careless 
movement of the body, and, when he faced his companion again, 
the bag had vanished. 

^ Your affection for the lad is touching. Master Skimmer,*' 
returned the corrupt Cornbury ; " it were a pity such friendship 
should be wasted. Will there be proof to insure his condero 
nation ?*' 

** It may Iw doubted. His dealings have only been with the 
higher class of ray customers, and with but few of them. The 
care I now take is more in tenderness to the youth, than with 
any great doubts of the result I shall count you, my lord, 
among his protectors, in the event that the affair is noisid P* 

" I owe it to your frankness — but will Mr. Ludlow content 
himself with the possession of an inferior, when the princi|>al is 
so near ? and shall we not have a confiscation of the brigantine 
on our hands ?'^ 

" I charge myself with the care of all else. Tliere was indetnl 
a lucky escaj^e only the last night, as w^e lay at a light kedi^e, 
waiting for the return of him who has lieen arrested. ^Vofititig 
by the poss<»ssion of our skiff, the commander of tlie CViqut-tte 
bimsilf got within the sweep of my hanse — nay, he was in the 
act of cutting the very fastenings, when the dantrcrous <l<^ign 
mm discovered. "T would have Wn a fate unworthy of the 
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Water- Witchf to be cast on shore like a drifting log, and to 
check her noble career hj some such a seizure as that of a 
stranded waif T 

** You avoided the mischance f 

*^ Mj eyes ere seldom shut, lord Viscount, when there is dan- 
ger. The skiff was scon in time, and watched ; for I knew that 
one in whom I trusted was abroad. — When the movement grvw 
suspicious, we had our means of frightening this Mr. Ludlow 
from his enterprise, without recourse to violence." 

^ I had not thought him one to be scared from following up 
a business like thb." 

"^ You judged him rightly— I may say we judged him righUy. 
But when his boats sought us at our anchorage, the 1m rd liad 
flown." 

"• You got the brigantine to sea in season F observed Com- 
buiy, not sorry to believe that the vessel was already off the 
coast 

^ I had other business. My agent could not be thus deserted^ 
and there were affaire to finish in the city. Our conree lay up 
the bav." 

'* Ila ! Master Skimmer, 'twas a bold step, and one that sap 
Kttle for your discretion !" 

" Lord Viscount, there is safety in courage," calmly and per- 
haps ironically returned the other. *' While the Queen's Cap- 
tun closed all the outlets, my little crafl was floating quietly 
under the hills of Staten. Before the morning watch was set^ 
she passed ihc&o. whanes ; and she now awaits h«'r captain in 
the broad basin that lies beyond the bend of yonder headland.** 

** This Is fool-hardiness. A failure of wind, a change of tide, 
or any of the mishaps common to the sea, may throw ytm on 
the mercy of the law, and will greatly embarrass all who feel an 
inl^Ti-st in your safety.*' 

** 80 far as this apprehea<iion is eonnocletl with my Wflikre, I 
thank you much, my lord ; but, tnu»t me, many hazards ban* 
lefl me but little to leiun in this {Mtrticular. We shall run llie 
llell-(«ate, and gain the ojten sea by the Connecticut Soond.** 
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** Tralj, Master Skimmer, one has need of nerves to be yoar 
confidant ! Faith in a compact constitutes the beauty of social 
order ; without it, there is no securitj for interests, nor anj 
repose for character. But (aith maj be implied, as well as 
expressed ; and when men in certain situations place their depon- 
dcnce on others who should have motives for being wary, the 
first are bound to respect, even to the details of a most scrupu- 
lous construction, the conditions of the covenant Sir, I wash 
mj hands of this transaction, if it be understood that tcsUroony 
is to be accumulated against us, by thus putting your Waters 
Witch in danger of trial before the Admiralty.'' 

** I am sorry that this is your decision,** returned the Skim- 
mer. ^ What is done, cannot be recalled, though I still hopo 
it may be remedied. My brigantine now hes within a league 
of this, and 'twould be treachery to deny it Since it is your 
opinion, my lord, that our contract is not valid, there is little 
use in its seal — the broad pieces may still be serviceable, in 
shielding that youth from harm.** 

^ You are as Hu»ral in constructions. Master Skinuner, as a 
school-boy's version of his Virgil. There is an idiom in diplo- 
macy, as well as in language, and one who treats so sensibly 
should not be ignorant of its ]>hni5i's. Bless mo, Sir ; an hy- 
pothesis is not a conclusion, any more than a promise is a per- 
formance. That which Is advanced by way of supposition, is 
but the ornament, of re:isoning, while your gold has the more 
solid character of demonstration. Our bargain is made." 

The unsophisticated mariner regarded the noble casuist a 
moment, in doubt whether to acquiesce in this conclusion, or 
not ; but ere he had decided on his course, the windows of the 
room were shaken violently, and tlie hea\'y roar of a piece of 
ordnance succeeded. 

** The rooming gun !" exclaimed Combury, who started mt 
the explosion, Y':th tlie sensitiveness of one unworthily 
employed. — ^ No ! 'us an hour past the rising of the sun T 

The Skimmer showed no yielding of the ner\-es, thoui^h il 
was evident by his attitude of thought and the momentarr 
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fixedness of his eye, that he foresaw danger was near. Moving 
to the window, he looked out on the water, and instantly drew 
hack, like one who wanted no further evidence. 

^ Our bargain then is made,*^ he said, hastily approaching 
the Viscount, whose hand ho seized and wrung in spite of the 
other^s obvious reluctance to allow the familiarity ; ^ our bargain 
then is made. Deal &irly by the youth, and the deed will be 
remembered — deal treacherously, and it shall be revenged T 

For one instant longer the Skimmer held the momber of the 
effeminate Combury imprk>ned ; then, raiding his cap with a 
courtesy that api)eared more in deference to himself than his 
companion, he turned on his heel, and with a firm but quick 
step he left the houi^o. 

Camaby, who entered on the instant, found his guest in a 
state between resentment, surprise, and alarm. But liabituai 
le\ity soon conquered other feelings, and, finding himself freed 
from the presence of a man who had treated him with so little 
ceremony, the ex-governor shook his head, like one accustomed 
to submit to evils he could not obviate, and assumed the ease 
and insolent superiority he was accustomed to maintain in the 
presence of the obsequious grocer. 

** This may be a coral or a pearl, or any other precious gem 
of the ocean. Master Camaby," he said, unconadous himself thai 
he was in a manner endeavoring to cleanse his violated hand 
from the touch it had endured, by the use of his handkerchief 
** but it is one on which the salt water hath left its crust. Truly 
it is to be hoped that I am never again to be blockaded by sudi 
a monster, or I may better say, harpooned ; for the familiarity 
of the boatswain is more painful than any inventiona of hk 
brethren of the deep can prove to their relative the leviathan, 
lias the clock told the hour !*' 

" Tis not yet six, my Lord, and there is abundant leifure for 
your lordship to return in season to your lordship's lodgings. 
Mre. Camaby has <)ared to flatter herself^ that your kwdship 
will condescend to honor us so fiu* as to taste a dish of bohea 
under oor humble roof." 
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^ What is the moaniiif]^ of that pm, ^fnatcr (.'amahj ? It 
grave the alann to the smu^p^Ior, s» if it had been a »nmmoitt 
from Execution Dock, or » p^oan from the ghost of Kidd.'* 

^ I never presumed to tliink, my lord. I suppose it to bo 
M>me pleasure of Her Majesty's officers in the fort ; and when 
that is the case, one is quite certain that all is proper, anu vcfy 
EnglLnh, my lord." 

" *Fore Georj^e, Sir, En<]rl»h or Dutch, it had the quality to 
frighten th» sea-fowl — this curlew — this albatross, from his 
perch r* 

"Upon my duty to your lordship, your lordship has the 
severest wit of any gentleman in Her Majesty^ kingdom ; but 
all the nobility and gentry are w witty that it is quite an honor 
and an edification to hear them ! If it is your lordHhi|>'s pleasure 
I will look out of the window, my lord, and see if there he any- 
thing nsible." 

" Do so. Master Camabv — I confess a little curiosity to know 
what has given the alann to my sea-lion — ha! do I not see 
the masts of a ship moving above the roo& of yonder Une of 
stores I" 

** Well, your lordship has the quickest eye ! — and the hap- 
piest way of seeing things, of any nobleman in England ! Xow 
I should have stared a qimrter of an hour, before I thought of 
looking over the roofe of tht«*e stores at all ; and yet your 
lordship looks there at the very first glance." 

"Is it a ship or a brig. Master Tamab) — you have the 
advantage of position, for I would not willingly lie seen — sjwak 
quickly, dolt ; ship or brig T 

**My lord — *tis a brig— or a ship — ro.Mly I mast ask your 
lordship, for I know so little of th«*Mj thinj^s ^" 

** Nay, complaisant Master Camaby — have an opinion of your 
own for one moment, if you please — thon* Is smoke curling 
upwards, liehind tlios^ masts ^ 

Another rattling of windows, and a S4H\>nd ri»jH>it, n^moved 
oil doubts on the subjinrt of the firing. .\t the nvxt instant, the 
bows of a vestal of war appeared at the opening of a ship-yard ; 
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(hen came gon u&ta gnn in view, until the whole broadside </ 
the Coquette was viaible. 

The ViscoQDt sought no further solntion of the reason wfaj 
the SkimmeT had \eh him so hnrriedly. FumbUng b moment 
in a pocket, he drew forth a hand filled with broad piece* of 
gold. These he appeared about to lay upon the table ; but, as 
it were by forgetful ncss, he kept the member closed, and bidding 
the grocer adieu, he lefl the house, with as firm a resolution aa 
was ever made by any roan, consdoui of having done both a 
weak and a wicked action, of never again putting himself in 
^miliar oontact with so truckling a miscresot 
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CHAPTER XXVra. 

"Whateara tbete rotrenlbr lb« MMMof klafT' 

TBaritT. 

TnE Manhattancsc ^vili rcAdily comprehend the situation of 
the two v?sseU ; hut those of our countrvmen who Uvo in distant 
part*i of the Union, may he glad to liavc the localities expUined. 

Though the vast estuary wliich receives the Hudson and so 
many minor streams, \a chieBy made hy an indentation of the 
continent, that portion of it which fomw the port of New York 
is separated from the ocean hy the happy position of its islands. 
Of the latter there are two, which give the general character to 
the hasin, and even to a long line of coas^t ; while several, that 
are smaller, sen-e &h useful and heautiful acce&<K>ries to the 
haven and to the landscape. Iktween the hay of Raritan and 
that of New York thera*are two communications, one Wtween 
the islands of Staten and Nassau, called the Narrows, which is 
the ordinary ship-channel of the port, and the other hetween 
Staten and the main, which is known hv the name of the Kills. 
It is hy means of the latter that vefwels pass into tlie neighhor- 
ing waters of New Jersey, and have access to so many of the 
rivere of that state. But while the island of Staten does so 
much for the security and facilities of the port, that of Nassau 
produces an effect on a great extent of coiu^t. Aft«T sheltering 
one-half of the harbor from the ocean, the latter approaches so 
near tiie continent as to narrow the pa'<sage b«»tween them to 
the length of two cables, and then stretching away eastward for 
llie distance of a hundred mili^, it forms a wide and beautiful 
sound. After j^av^ing a cluster of Islands, at a point which lies 
forty leagues from tlic city, by another passage, vessels cnn gain 
the open sea. 

16 
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The seaman will at onoe underetand, that the tide of flood 
mast necass2iri!y flow into these vast estuaries fnim diflfcreDt 
directions. The current which enters bj Samly-llook (the scene 
of so much of tliis tale) flows westward intc the Jersey rirers, 
northward into the Iludson, and eastward along the arm of the 
sea that lies between Nassau and the Main. The current that 
comes by the way of Montauk, or the eastern extremity of 
Nassau, raises the vast basin of the Sound, fills the streams of 
Connecticut^ and meets the western tide at a phiec called Throg* 
morton, and within twenty miles of the city. 

As the size of the estuaries is sogrf'at, it is scarcely necessary 
to explain that the pressure of such wide sheets of water causes 
the currents, at all the narrow passes, to be exceedingly rapid ; 
since that equal diflusion of the element, which de|>ends on a 
natural law, must, wherever there is a deficiency of space, be 
obtained by its velocity. Tliere is, consequently, a quick tide 
throughout the wh >le distance between the harbor and Throg- 
roorton ; while it is permitted to poetic license to say, that at 
the narrowest part of the channel, the water darts by tlie hind 
like an arrow parting from its bow. Owing to a sudden bend 
in the course of the stream, which makes two right-angles within 
a short distance, the dangerous position of many rocks that are 
visible and more that are not, and the confusion produced by 
currents counter-currents, and eddies, this critical pass has 
received th.e name of ** Ilell-Oate." It is memorable for causing 
many a gentle bosom to palpitate with a terror that is a little 
exaggerat^nl by the boding name, though it is constantly the 
caasc of pecuniary losses, and has in many instances been tlio 
source of much personal danger. It was here that a Briti^ 
frigate was lust, during the war of the Revolution, in conse- 
quence of having struck a rock called " the Pot,*' the blow causing 
the ship to fill and to founder so sudd.Mily, that even some uf 
her people are said to have Imh^u drowned. A siroihur but a 
greatly Ifsseiied e/Krt is pmducod in tlie passage among the 
islands, by which vessels «r;iiii the ocean at the eastern extremity 
of the sound ; though the magnitude of the latter sheet of water 
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■ 80 roach greater than that of Raritan-bay and the harbor of 
New York, that the force of ita pressure is dimioisheii by a corre- 
sponding width in the outlets. With those explanations, we 
shall return to the thread of the narrative. 

When the person, who ha^ so long been known ;n our pagea 
by tlio nom de guerre of Tilicr, gained the open street, he had a 
better opportunity of understanding the nature of the danger 
which so imminently pressed upon the brigantinc. With a 
single glance at the symmetrical spars and broad yards of the 
ship that was sweeping past the town, he knew her to be the 
Coquette. The little flag at her fore-top-gallant mast suflicicntly 
explained the meaning of the gun ; for the two, in conjunction 
with the direction the ship was steering, told him, in language 
that any seaman could comprehend, that she demanded a Hell- 
Gate pilot By the time the Skimmer reached the end of a 
lone whari^ where a light and swiil rowing boot awaited his 
return, the second report bespoke the impatience of his pursuers 
to be furnished with the necessary guide. 

Though the navigation in this liopublic, coa5twiAe, now 
emplo}*s a tonnage equalling that asod in all the commerce uf 
any other nation of Christendom, England alone excoptoil, it 
was of no great amount at the commencement of the eight4M?nih 
century. A single ship, lying at the wharves, and two or three 
brigs and schooners at anchor in tlie nver% compoNHl the whole 
show of sea vessels then in port To those were to l>e a^Med 
some twenty smaller coastera and river-irafl, mo^t of whom were 
the shnpeK-ss and slow-moving mav^'s which then plied, in 
voyages of a montli*s duration, liotwt'on the two princi|uil towns 
of the colony. The appeal of the Coquette, tht»r«'fore, at that 
hour and in that age, was not likely to be very quickly aa< 
swered. 

The ship had ijot fairly into the arm <>f the »i»a which H<>|)anites 
the »Uind of Manhattan from thnt of Nass.HU, ami thous^h it was 
not then, as now, narrowe<l by artificial ni'ans, iti title was so 
•(ron«:: a% aidfd bv the breozts to float her swiftly onward. A 
third gun shook the windows of the city, cau'^ing many a worthy 
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burgher to thrust his head through his casement ; yet no booi 
was seen pulling froni the land, nor was tliere any other visible 
sign tliat the signal would be speedily obeyed. Still t)ie royal 
cruiser stood steadily on, with sail packed above sail, and every 
slieet of canvas spread, that the direction of a wind, which blew 
II little forward of the beam, would allow. 

** We niust pull for own sivfety, and that of the brigantiooy 
my men,^ said the Skimmer, springing into hb boat and seizing 
the tiller — ^^ A quick stroke, and a strong ! — here b no time ibr 
holiday feathering, or your man-of-war jerk ! Give way, bo}** ; 
give way, with a will, and togctlier ! ** 

Those were sounds tliat had often saluted the ears of men 
engaged in the hazardous pureuit of hb crew. The oars iell 
into the water at the same moment, and, quick as thought, the 
light bark was in the strength of the current 

The short range of whanes was soon passed, and, ere many 
minutes, the boat was gliding up with the tide, between the 
bluf& of Long li^land and the projection which forms the angle 
on that part of Manhattan, llere the Skimmer was induced to 
sheer more into the centre of the passage, in order to avoid the 
eddies formed by the point, and to prcsene tlie whole benefit of 
the current As tlie boat approached Corlaer's, hb eye naa 
anxiously examining the wider reach of the water, tliat began to 
opn above, in quest of his brigantine. Another gun was heard. 
A moment after the report, there followed the \%hbtlingof m 
shot ; then succeeded the rebound on the water and the glitterii^ 
particles of the spray. Tlie ball glanced a few hundred feet 
further, and, skipping from place to place, it soon sank into th« 
element 

^*This Mr. Ludlow b disf)osed to kill two birds with the same 
stono,^ coolly observed the Skimmer, not even bending lib head 
a^ide, to note the position of tlie ship. ** lie wakes the 
burghers of the town with hb noise, while he menace* our boat 
with his shot We are seen, my friends, and have no depen- 
dence but ou> own manhood, with some assistance from tin* 
lady of the sea-green mantle. A quicker stroke, and a ■tiunic ! 
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Ton hnro the Quccn^s cruiser before jou. Master (k>il ; does she 
show baits on her qunrtcrs, or are the tlavits empty ? ^ 

TIio seaman atUresiioil pulleil the stroke-oar of the boat, and 
consequently he faced tlie Coquette. AVithout in tlie legist 
relaxing his exertions, he rolled his eyes over the ship, and 
answered with a steadiness that showed him to be a man accus- 
tomed to situations of hazard. 

" His boat-fulls are as loose as a raermaid^s locks, your Ilonor, 
and he shows few men in his tops ; tliere are enough of the 
rogties left, however, to give us another shot" 

**llcr Majesty *s servants are early awake tliis morning. 
Another stroke or two, hearts of oak, and we throw them behind 
the land I"" 

A second shot fell into th» water just without the blades of 
the oars ; then the boat, obedient to its hehn, whirled round t}ie 
point, and the ship was no longer visible. As the cruiser was 
shut in by the f >rmation of the land, the brigantine came into 
%new on the opjKwite side of Corlaer*s. Notwitlistanding the 
calmness that reigned in the features of the Skimmer, one who 
studied his countenance closely might have seen an expression 
of concern shadowing his manly face, as tlie Water-AV'itch met 
his eye. Still he s]H>ke not, concealing his uneasineH<«, if in truth 
he felt any, from tho^e whusc exertions were at that moment of 
the last importance. As the crew of the expecting vessel saw 
their boat, thoy altered their cours\ and th? two were soon 
tojfetlier. 

** Why is that signal still flying ?" demandinl tlie Skimmer, 
the iastant his foot touched the deck of his brigantine, and 
pointing, as he s{)oke, at the little flag that fluttpre<l at the head 
of the forward moi^t. 

•* We keep it aloft to hasten off" the pi!*>t," was the answer. 

** Has not the treacherous knave k««pt faith ?** exclainrnl the 
Skimmer, half recoiling in surjjri^e. ** lie has my ir«»Kl. and in 
return I hold ddy of his worthless promises — ha I — the laggard 
it in yon skiff; wear the brig round and mei-t hiiu« for 
momenta are as precious now as water in a desert/* 
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♦ 

The belm was a-weaUier, aud the lively brigantiDO had 
already turned more than half aside, when another gnn drew 
every eye towards the point. The smoke was seen rising above 
the bend of the land, and presently the head-sails, followed by 
all the hull and spavs of the Coquette, came into >iew. At 
that instant a voice from forward announced that the pilot 
had turned, and was rowing with all his powers towards the 
shore. The imprecations that wore heaped on the head of the 
delinquent wore many and deep, but it was no time for indeci- 
sion. The two vessels were not half a mile apart, and now was 
the moment to show the qualities of the Water- Witch. Her 
helm was shifted ; and, as if conscious herself of the danger 
that threatened her liberty, the beautiful fabric came sweeping 
up to her course, and, inclining to the brcexe, with one heavy 
flap of the canvas, she glided ahead with her wonted ease. Dut 
the royal cruiser was a ship of ton thousand ! For twenty 
minutes, the nicest eye mi^ht have been at a lo^s to say which 
lost or which gained, so equally did the pursuer and the pursued 
hold on their way. As the brigantine was the first, however, 
to reach tho narrow passage formed by Black wcIlV, her motion 
was favored by the increasing power of the stream. It would 
seem that this change, slight as it was, did not escape the \ igilance 
of those in the Coquette ; for the gun, which had boon silent 
80 long, again sent forth its flame aud smoke. Four discharges, 
in less than so many minutos, threatened a serious disadvantage 
to the free-traders. Shot after shot passed among their s|)ars, 
and 0{>ened wide rents in the canvas. A few more such 
assaults would deprive tliem of their means of motion. Aware 
of tlie crisis, the aocompllshod and prompt seaman who 
governed her movements neetliHl but an instant to form hit 
decision. 

llic brigantine was now nearly up with the liead of Bbck- 
welPs. It was half-flood on a s]>rini; tide. The n^f that 
pmjocts from the we>tom end of the island f:ir into the reach 
l)olow, was nearly covered ; but still enough was \isible to show 
the nature of the barrier it presented to a passage from one 



TUK WATKR-WITCU. 3t57 

shore to the other. There wjh one rock, near the island itself 
which lifted its black head high above the water. Between this 
dark roaas of stone and the land, there was an opening of some 
twenty lathoms in width. The skimmer saw, by the even and 
unbroken waves that rolled through the passage, that the 
bottom lay less near to the surface of the water in that opening, 
than at any other point along the line of reef. He commanded 
the helm a- weather once more, and calmly trusted to tlie 
issue. 

Not a man on board that brigantine was aware that the shot 
of tlic royal cruiser was whistling between their ma«ts and 
damaging their gear, as the little vessel glided into the narrow 
opening. A single blow on the rock would have boon destruc- 
tion, and the lessor danger was entirely absorWd in the greater. 
But when the passage was cleared, and the tnie stream in tlio 
other channel gained, a common shout proclaimed both the 
weight of their apprehension and their relief. In ani^ther 
minute the head of BlackwelFs protected them from the shot of 
their pursuers. 

The length of the reef prevented the Coquette from changing 
her direction, and her draught of water cK><ed the passa-^o 
between the rock and the island. But the deviation from the 
straight course, and the passage of the eddies, had enabled the 
ship, which came steadily on, to range up nearly al^eam of her 
chase. Ifeth vessel, though separated by the long, narrow 
ishind, were now fairly in the force of those currents which glide 
•o swiftly through the confined paf^snges. A sudden thought 
ghinced on the mind of the Skimmer, and ho hist no time in 
attempting to execute its sugi^?stion. Again the helm was put 
up, and the imago of the si«a-greon lady was s -on strui^'^ling to 
•tem the rapid waters. Had this oftort ' . crowned with 
success, tne triumph of her followers wouK' .ave Kt»n ct>niplete ; 
since the brii^ntino might lia%e n^ached s<»nio of the eddies of 
the reach below, an<l leaving her heavier pursuer to contend 
with the strength of the tide, she would have gaino<1 the open 
cea bjr the route over which she hail so lately passed. Bat a 
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single minute of trial connnced the bold mariner that Kb 
decision came too late. The wind was insufficient to p:iM the 
gorge ; and, environed \>j the land, with a tide tliat grew 
stronger at each moment, he saw that delay would be de* 
struction. Ouco more the light vessel pelded to the helm, ami, 
ynth everything set to the best advantige, she darted along 
the passage. 

In the meantime, the Coquette had not been idle. Borne 
on by the breeze, and floating with the current, she had even 
gained upon her chase ; and as her lofty and light sails drew 
strongest over the bnd, there was every prosfiect of licr first 
reaching the eastern end of Black welPs. Ludlow saw his 
advantage, and made his preparations accordingly. 

There needs little explanation to render the circumstnnces 
which brought the royal cruiser up to town, intelligible to the 
reader. As the morning approached, she had entered mora 
deeply into the bay ; and when the light permitted, those on 
l)oard her had boon able to Roe that no vessel lay beneath the 
hills, nor in any of the more retired places of the estuary. A 
fisherman, however, remove<l the last uf their doubts, by report- 
ing that he had seen a vessel, who^e (lo**cription answered thnt 
of the Water- Witch, parsing tlie Narrows in the middle watch, 
lie addod that a swiftlv-rowinij bont was short I v after, ^oon 
pulling in the f^aine direction. Tliis clue had liecn sufficient. 
Ludlow made a signal for his own boats to close the paswge <»f 
the Kills and the Narrows, and then, as has lieen seen, he 
steered directly into the harbor. 

When Ludlow found himself in the position just descrilie«L. 
he turned all his attention to the double object of preseninc; his 
own vesH'l and arresting that of the free-trad <t. Thouijli there 
was ^till a j)os^il»ility of damaijing the •*par* of the brigantine 
bv firintr acniss the land, the f ibl«Mi«'s^ of his own crew hhIucihI 
as it was bv more than half its numl>er^, the danijer of dt>inti 
injury to the farm-hoitses that were here anil there p!;iced 
along the low clifTs, and the necessity of prt>]>aration to meeC 
the cntiosl pass ahead, unite<l to prevent t)ie attempt The 
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d)i|> was no sooner fairlj entered into the pass between 
liLickweirs and Nassau, Uian he issned an order to secure the 
guns that had been used, and to clear away the anchors. 

**G)ck-bill the bowers, Sir,** he hastily added, in his orders to 
Tr}'sail. ** We are in no condition to sport iftith stock-and-fluke ; 
have evenrtliin^ ready to let go at a word ; and sec the grapnels 
ready, — wo will throw them aboard the smuggler as we close, 
and take him alive. Once fast to the chain, we are yet strong 
enough to haul him in under our scuppers, and to capture him 
with the pumps I Is the signal still abroad for a pilot ?" 

^ We keep it flying. Sir, but 't will be a swift boat that over- 
hauls us in this tide V way. The Gate begins at yonder bond in 
the land, Captain Ludlow T' 

^ Keep it abroad ; the lazy rogues are sometimes loitering in 
the cove this side the rocks, and chance may throw one of them 
aboard us, as we pass. See to tlie anchors. Sir; the ship is 
driving through this channel like a race-horse under the whip T 

The men were hurriedly piped to this duly, while their 
young commander took his station on the p<)o]>, now anxiou^^ly 
examining the courses of the tides and the positions of the eddies, 
and now turning his eyes towards the brigantine, who^ up|ior 
•pare and white sails were to be seen, at the distance of two 
hundred fathoms, glancing past the troos of the Uland. But 
miles and minntes seemed like nxU and moments in that swift 
current Trysail had just reported the anchors ready, when the 
ship swept up abreast of the cove, where ves«^U often seek an 
anchorage, to await favorable moments for enterintr the («ate. 
Ludlow saw, at a glance, tliat the place was entirely empty. 
For an instant he yielded to the heavy responsibility — a 
resiK>nsibillty before which a seaman sooner nhrinks than UToro 
any other — that of charging himself with the duty of the piKit ; 
and he thought of running into the anchorage for ^h*>]tor. Hut 
onotlier glimjise at the spars of the brigantino c:iu«etl liim to 
waver. 

•* We are near the Gate, Sir l^ cried Tr}*sail, in m voice thai 
full of warning. 

1C» 
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^ Yon daring mariner stands on T 

^ The rogue sails his vesficl witliout the Queen V pcmitsMOQ, 
Captain Ludlow, lliey tell me, this is a passage tliat Jias been 
itrell named !*' 

^ I have been through it, and will vouch fc»r its character — 
he shows no signs of anchoring !'^ 

^ If the woman who points his course can cany him through 
safely, she deserves her title. We are passing the Cove, Captain 
Ludlow r' 

" We are paH it I" returned Ludlow, breathing heavily. ** Let 
tliere be no whisi)er in the ship — ])ilut or no pilot, we now sink 
or swim !" 

Trysail had ventured to remonstrate, while there was a powi- 
bility of avoiding the dangor; but, like hU commander, he saw 
that all do|'ondcd now on their own coolness and carv« He 
]\asscd busily among the crew : saw that each brace and bowHne 
w:is manned ; cautioned tlie few young officers i\ho continued 
on Y)oard to vigilance ; and then awaitod the orders of his su])crior, 
with the composure that is so noo^ssary to a seaman in the 
moment of trial. Ludlow himv'lf, while ho felt the load of 
res|ioiisibility he had aH.<umed, succeo<lotl equally well in main* 
taMiiiig an outward calm. Tlie ship was irretrievably in the 
Gate, and no human ]>owor could n't race tho step. At such 
moments of intonse anxiety, the human mind is wont to seek 
su| jH>rt in the opinions of others. Notwithstanding the increas- 
ing vehicity and the critical condition of his own vessel, Ludlow 
ca«it a glance, in <»rder to ascertain the determination of th<; 
" Skimmer of the S^^as.** Plackweirs was already behind them, 
and as the two currents were again united, the brii^ntine had 
lufTed up into the entrance of the dani;eroiis |ut<«age, and now 
followetl within two liundred feet of th*» (\»<|uett«\ diri-ctly in 
her wake. The 1k>1i1 and manlv-Iookini; mariner, uho controlled 
hor, sttxnl l).»tw(»0M the knight-hoads ju^t alxjve the image of 
liir* |r<»t<Midod mistres.'*, \%hore he examined tJ:e foamingf ree&y 
the A^hirling eddies, and the var}-iiig current^ with folded ann^ 
and a riveted eye. A glance was exchanged between the two 
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ofTicora, nnd the free-trader raised his sea-cap. Ludlow was too 
courteous not to return the salutation, tlien all his senses were 
cn:^o-v^Hl by the care of his ship. A rock lay Wforo them, 
over which the wator broke in a loud and unceasing roar. For 
an instant it seemed that the vessel could not avoid the danger ; 
then it was already past. 

^ Brace up !^* said Ludlow, in th<* calm tones that drnote a 
forced tranquillity. 

^ Luff r called out the Skimmer, so quickly as to show tliat 
he took the movements of the cruiser for his guide. The ship 
came closer to the wind, but the sudden bend in the stream ng 
longer |)ermitted her to steer in a direct lino with itn ci>urs«». 
Though drifting to windward willi vjist rapidity, her way through 
the water, which was greatly increasi d by the contrar)* actions 
of the wind and tide, caused the crul«>er to shoot across the cur- 
rent ; whib a reef, over which the water madly tumbled, biy 
imnr diately in her course. The danger stvmed too imminent 
for the ol)servances of nautical etiquette, and Trysail called aloud 
that the ship roust be thrown aback, or she was lost. 

•* llard-a-lee T shouted Ludlow, in the strong voice of author- 
ity, — ** Up with everything — tacks and sheets I — main- top- 
sail haul !*' 

llie ship soemed as conscious of her danger as any on her 
decks. The bows whirleil awav from the foaming n»ef, and as 
the wiils caught the breeze on their op|>o>ite surfact*s, they aiiUnl 
in bringing her head in tlio contrary direction. A roinut«« had 
Bcarc<*ly pass4*d ere she was aback, and in tho next she was 
about and full again. The intensity of the brief exertion kept 
Trj'sail fully employe<l ; but no sooner had he lei«*ure to KM>k 
ahead, than he ag:iin called aloml — 

** Here is another roarer under her Uiw** : — lulT, Sir. luff, or 
wo are upon it T 

** Hard down your hehn !" once again came in de<»p tours 
from Ludlow — ** I>»t fly vour sIkhLs — throw all al<ack, forward 
and aft— away with the vards, with a will, men I" 

There was need for all of these precautions. Though tlia 
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ship had so happily escaped the dangers of the first ree( a 
turhulent and roaring caldron in the water, which, m represent- 
ing the element in ebullition, is called " the Pot," Lay so directly 
before her, as to render the danger apparently inevitable. But 
the power of the canvas was not lost on this trying occasion. 
The forward motion of the ship diminished, and as tlie current 
still swept her swiftly to windward, her bows did not enter the 
rolling waters until the hidden rocks which caused the commo- 
tion had been parsed. The yielding veswl rose and fell in the 
agitited water, as if in homage to the whirlpool ; but the deep 
keel was unharmed. 

" If the ship shoot ahead twic.'* her length more, her bows 
will touch the oddv !" exclaimed the vimlant master. 

Ludlow looked around him, for a single moment, in indeci* 
sion. The waters were whirlin<j and roarinj: on every side, and 
tlie saih began to lose their ]K>wer, as the ship drew near the 
bluff which forms the second angle in this critical pass. lie 
saw, by objects on the land, that he still approached the shore^ 
and he had recourse to the seaman's last expedient 

" Jjoi go both anchors T was the final order. 

Tlic fall of the massive iron into the water was succeeded by 
the rumbling of tho cablo. Tlio first effort to check the pro- 
gress of the vo«vsel apju^ared to threaten dissolution to the whole 
fabric, which trembled under the shock from its mast-heads to 
the keel. But the enormous rope as::iin yiold'Hl. and smoke 
was soen rising round the wo*mI wliirh held it The ship 
whirled with the sudden check, and sheerrd wildly in towards 
the shore. M»*t by the holm, ami ajpiin chocked by the efforts 
of the crow, »lio tliroatene<l to defy restniint There was an 
instant >%hon all on i»oard e\]»rotod to hear the cable snap; 
but the U]>iv'r sails filli <1, and as the wind was now brought 
ovor the taffrail, the forco of the current was in a great degree 
met bv that of the bn^-ze. 

Tlie hhip ans\\i>red her helm and became stationary, while 
the wator foamed agninst her cut-water, as if she were dfiTCQ 
oliead with the power of a brink breexe. 



TBI WATXR- WITCH. 873 

The time, from iLo moment when tho Coquet to cnicrcil tlio 
Gate, to Uiat ^-licn she anchored below ** the Pot^*^ though tlie 
distance was near a mile, scorned but a minute. Certain, how* 
ever, tliat his ship was now checked, tho thoughts of Ludlow 
returned to their other duties with tho quickness of lightning. 

" Clear away the grapnels," he eagerly cried — " stand by to 
heare, and haul in I — heave I" 

But, that the reader may better comprehend the motive of 
this sudden order, he must consent to return to the entrance 
of the dangerous pa<«sage, and accompany tho Water- Witch, 
also, in her hazardous experiment to get tlirough without a 
pilot. 

The abortive attem])t of tho brigantinc to stem the tide at 
the western end of Blackweirs, will be remembered. It had no 
other eflfect than to place her pursuer more in advance, and to 
convince her own commander that he had now no other 
resource than to continue his course ; for, had he anchored, 
boats would have insured his capture. W*hen tho two ves!«<>ls 
appeannl off the eastern end of the island, the (^oquette was 
aliead — a fact that the experienced free-trader did not at all regret. 
Ue profited by the circumstance to follow her movements, and to 
make a fiivorable entrance into the uncertain currents. To him, 
Hell-Gate was known only by its fearful reputation among 
manners ; and unless he might avail himwlf of the presence of 
the cruiser, he had no other guide than his own general know- 
ledge of the power of the element • 

When the Coquette liad tacked, the c»lm and oWrxant 
Skimmer was satisfied with throwing his head-^iln flat to the 
mast. From that instant, the brii^antine lay floating in the 
current, neither advancing nor ree<dinu a f*H>t, and always 
keepini; her |H)fcition at a safe dii^tanre fnmi the ship, that vina 
•o adroitly made to answer the puri^oM-s of a U nomi. Tli<» salU 
were watclie<l uith the cl«>*e*t can* : and S4) nir.lv wa^ the dvli- 
cnte machine tended, th.it it would lm\e Umu, at anv nu»m4*nt, 
in her people's |K>wer to have hswned her way, by turning to 
the atream. The Coquette was followed till she ancliored, and 
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the call on board the cruiser to heave the grapneb had been 
given, b^'causo tha brigantine was apparently floating directly 
down on her broad-^ide. 

When the grapnels were hove from the royal cniiser, the 
free-trader stood on tho low poop of his little vessel , within 
iil\y feet of him who had issued the order. There was a smile 
of indifference on his firm mouth, while he silently waved a 
liand to his own crew. The signal was obeyed by bracing 
round their yanls, and sulTcring all tho canvas to fill. The 
brigantine shot quickly ahead, and the useless irons fell heavily 
into the water. 

"* Many thanks for your pilotage. Captain Ludlow T cried the 
daring and succr^sful mariner of the shawl, as his vessel, borne 
on by wind and current, receded rapidly from the cruiser — 
** You will find me off Montjiuk ; for afllairs still keep us on the 
const Our lady has, however, put on the blue mantle ; and ere 
many settings of the sun, we shall look for deep water. Take 
good care of Iler Majesty's ship, I pray thee, for she has neither 
a more beautiful nor a faster I"' 

One thought succeeded another with the tumult of a torrent, 
in the mind of Ludlow. As the brigantine lay directly under 
his broadside, the first impulse was to use his guns ; at the next 
moment he was conscious that before they oould bo cleared dis- 
tance would ren<lpr them useless. Ilis lifw had nearly parted 
with intent to ordor the cables cut, but he remembered the 
spe^yl of tlie brigantine, and hesitxited. A sudden freshening of 
tlie breeze decided his course. Finding that tlio sliip was 
enabled to keep her station, he ordered the crew to thrust the 
whole of the enormous ropes throuirh the hawse-holes; and, 
freed from the restraint, he abandoned the anchors, until an 
opportunity to reclaim them should offer. 

Tlio operation of slippini; the cables consumed several 
minutes ; and when the Coquette* with everything; set, was again 
stoerins: in tmrsuit the Water- Witch was already bevond the 
reach of her guns. IJoth vi'shoIs, however, held on tlicir way, 
keeping as near as possible to the centre of the stream, and 
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Cn»ting more to fortune, tbao to anj knowledge of the diannel, 
for ftafety. 

When |ia«ing the tiro small LHlaiid^ that lie at no great dis- 
tance from the Gate, a boat was seen mo\ ing towards tlie royal 
cniker. A m:in in it pointed to the signal, which was still 
flpng. and oflfered liin services. - 

•' Tell me,** d mandrd Ludlow eagerlj, " has jonder brigxin- 
tioc taken a pilot!** 

^ By her move men tn, I jud^ not She brushe<l the sunken 
rock, off the roou'h of Flu^hinti^-bny ; and s» she pa<84H], I heard 
the song of the lead. I should ha\e gone on iMxird myself, but 
the fellow rather flies than sails ; and as for signals, he seemn to 
mind none but his own T 

*' Bring us np with him, and fifty guineas is thy reward P 

The slow moving pilot, who in truth had just awaked from a 
refreshing sloop, o|N>nod his evi^, and seem>d to gather a new 
impulse from the promi^. When his qu<^tions were a^kod and 
answen.*d, he began deliberately to count on his fingers all the 
chances that still exi^^ted of a vessel, whose crew was ignorant of 
the navigation, falling into their han<l'<. 

^ Admitting that, by keeping mid-channel, she goes clear of 
While Stone and Fro^s," he said, giving to Throgmorton's its 
vulgAr name, ** he niu^t be a wizard, to know that the Slopping- 
Stonea lie directly across his course, and that a vessel ma«*t sttM»r 
away northerly, or bring upon rocks that will as sunOy hold 
iiim us if ho wi*re built tlu're. Then he nius his chance for the 
Executioners, which are ns pn*tti]y plac«»d as needs bo, to make 
our trade flourish ; bosidi's the Middle C in mud further east, 
though I count but little on that, havini:: often tri««d to find it 
mys4*lf, without success. Couragi*, noble captiin I if tho fallow 
be the man you say, we shall got a nean»r look at him b'-fire 
the sun sots; for certainly lit* who h:is run the (tate without a 
pilot in safety, has had as much trood luck as can fall to his 
•bare in one d:iv.'^ 

The opinion of tlie East River Branch proved ernmeout. 
Notwithstanding the hidden pertb by which she was ennroned, 
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the Water-Witch continued her course, with a speed that 
increased as the wind rose with the sun, and with au impunity 
from harm that amazed all who were in the secret of her situa- 
tion. Off Throgmorton*8 there was, in truth, a danger t]iat 
might even have baffled the sagacity of the followers of Uie 
mysterious lady, had they not been aided by accident lliis b 
the point where the straitened arm of the sea exj.ands into tlie 
basin of the Sound. A broad and innting passage lies directly 
before the navigator, while, like the flattering prospects of life, 
numljerless liidden obstacles are in wait to arrest the unheedinsr 
and ignorant 

The " Skimmer of the Seas" was deeply [iractised in all the 
intricacies and dangers of shoals and rocks. Most of his life 
had been passed in threading the one or in avoiding the other. 
So keen and quick had his eye become, in detecting the pre- 
sence of any of those signs which forewarn the mariner of 
danger, that a ripple on the surface, or a deei>er shade in the 
color of the water, rarely esca{>cd his vigilance. Seated on the 
topsail-yard of his brigantine, he had overlooked the passage 
from the moment they were through the Gate, and iwuod 
his mandates to tho^e below witli a precision and |>romptitttde 
that were not surpassed by the trained conductor of the Coquette 
himself. Uut when hi^ siirht embraced the wide reach of water 
that lay in front, as his little vessel swe|>t round the headland 
of Tlm^jmorton, ho b/Iiovcd there no longer existed a reason 
for K) much care. Still there was a motive for hesitation. A 
heavily-mouldt'd and dull-sailing coaster wa^ going eastward not 
a loague ahead of the brigantine, while one of the light sloop of 
tho««e waters was coming westward still further in the distance* 
NotwitlistiUiding the wind ^>as favorable to each alike, both 
\es.seU had deviated from the direct line, and were steering 
towards a common centre, near an island that was placed more 
llian a mile to the northward of the straiijht course. A mari- 
ncr, like him of the India-shawl, could not overlook so obviotn 
an intimation of a change in the channel. The Water-Witch 
was kept away, and her lighter saik were lowered, in order lo 
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allow the rojnl cniiser, whose lofty canvas was pUiinly visible 
above the land, to draw near. When the Coquette was i»een 
also to divcr;^o, there no long^er remained a daubt of tlie direc- 
tion necessary to be taken ; and everything was quickly m*t 
upon the brigantine, even to her 8tudding-»aila, Long ere ^he 
reached the island, the two coasters had met, and each again 
changed its course, reversing that on which tlie other had just 
been sailing, lliere was, in these movements, as ])lain an ex]>l:i- 
nation as a seaman could di^sire, that the pursued were right 
On reaching the Island, therefore, they again luffed ink> the 
wake of the schooner ; and having nearly erun^ the sheet of 
water, tlioy parsed tlic coaster, receiving an wisuranee, in words, 
that all was now plain sailing before them. 

Such was the famoas pa'^^go of the *' Skimmer of the Seas" 
through the multiplied and hidden dangers of tlie eastern 
channel. To those who have thus accompanied him, step by 
step, through its intricacies and alarms, there may seem notliing 
extraordinary in the event; but, couplcil as it was with the 
character prmiously earned by that bold mariner, and occurring 
as it did in an age when men were more di^^jiosed than at pre- 
sent to put faith in the marvellous the reatler will not l>e sur- 
prised to learn that it greatly increa-^^d his reputation for daring, 
and had no small influence on an opinion, which was by no 
meaas uncommon, that the dealers in contraKind were singuhirly 
favored by a jK>wer which greatly exceeded that of Queen Auiie 
and all her sen-ants. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

** — TboQ thfiU toe me tt rhtll|ipl.** 

Tub ooromander of Her Britannic Majeaty^fl ^hip Coquette 
slept that night in the hammock-cloths. Before the sun 
set, the light and swift brigantinc, by following the gradual bend 
of the land, had disappeared in the eastern board; and it 
was no longer a question of overtaking her by sixmh). Still sail 
was crowded on the royal cruiser; and long ere the period 
when Ludlow threw himself in his clothes between the ridge- 
ropes of the quarter-deck, the vessel had gained the broadest 
part of the Sound, and was already approaching the inlands that 
form the ** Race." 

Throughout the whole of that long and anxious day, the 
young sailor hail held no communication with the inmates 
of the cabin. The ser^'ants of the ship had passed to and fro; 
but though the door seldom opened that he did not bend 
his eyes feverishly in its direction, neither the alderman, his 
niece, the captive, nor even Franqois or the negrws, made their 
appearance on the deck. If any there felt an interest in the 
result of the chase, it was concealed in a profound and almost 
rovsterious silence. Determined not to be outdone in indifier- 

m 

ence. and goaded by fiH^lings which with all his pride he could 
not overcome, our youn<r seaman took possession of the pkce of 
rest we have mentioned, without using any measures to rcsauM 
the intercourse. 

AVhen the first watch of the night was come, sail was short- 
ened on the ship, and from that moment till the day dawned 
again, her ca[)tain se<»med buried in sleep. With the appear- 
ance of the sun, however, he arose^ and commanded the eaavw 
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to be spread once more, and every exertion made to drive 
the vessel fomard to her object 

The Coquette reached the Race carlj in the daj, and shoot- 
ing through tlie passage on an ebb-tide, she was off Montaak 
at noon. No sooner had the ship drawn past the cape, mid 
readied a point %vhcre she &U iha breeee and the waves of tlie 
Atlantic, than men were sent aloft, and twenty eyes were 
curiously employed in examining tho offing. Ludlow remem- 
bered the promise of the Skimmer to mec^t him at that spot ; and 
notwitlistanding the motives which the latter might besujiposed 
to have for avoiding the inten'iew, so great was the influence of 
the free-trader's manner and character, that the young captain 
entertained a secret expectation the promise woukl be kept 

*^The offing is clear T' said the young captain, in a tone 
of disappointment, when he lowered his glass ; '* yet that rover 
does not seem a man to hide his head in fear ^* 

" Fear — that is to sav, fear of a Frenchman — and a decent 
respect for Ilor Maji'sty's cruisen^, are very different sorts of 
things," returned the master. " I never got a bandanna or 
a bottle of your Cognac ashore in my life, that I did not think 
every man that I pn^^^W in the street could s<^e the s{k>U in the 
one, or scent the flavor of the other ; but then I never suppo^^^d 
this shyness amounted to more than a certain suspicion in 
my own mind that other people know when a man is running 
on an illegal course, I supjHJpe that one of your rectors, who is 
snugly anchored for life in a good warm living, would call this 
conscience ; but for my own part, Captain Ludlow, though 
no great logician in matters of this sort, I have always believed 
that it was natural concern of mind lest the articles should 
be seixed. If this * Skimmer of the Seas' comes out to give us 
another cha<»e in rough water, he is by no means as o^km) 
a judge of the difference lx»tween a large and a small v<»s<t I as I 
had thought him — and I con fens, sir, I should have more 
hopes of taking him were the woman under his bowsprit fairly 
burnt** 

*" The offing is clear.** 
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''That it is, witli a show of the wind holding here at Rontli- 
hnlf-soutli. This bit of water that we have passed between yon 
island and tlie main, is lined with bays ; and while we sire here 
looking out for them on the high sens, the cunning varleiB n)ay 
be trading in any one of the fifty good basins tliat lie between 
tbe cape and the place where we lost him. For aught we know, 
he may have nm westward again in the night watches, and be 
at this moment laughing in his sleeve at the manner in which he 
do<.lged the cruiser/* 

"There is too much truth in what you say. Trysail; for if 
the Skimmer be now dis|>06ed to avoid us, he has cert«ualy 
the means in his power/* 

" Sail, ho !'* cried the look-out on the main-to]Kgallant 
yard. 

" Where-away !** 

" Broad on the weather beam, sir ; here, in a range with the 
light cloud that is just lifting from the water." 

** Can you make out the rig ?*' 

" 'Fore George, the fellow is right T* interrupted the master. 
** Tlie cloud caivsod her to be unseen, but here she is, sure 
enough, — a full-riir^ed ship under easy canvas, with her head 
to the westward !" 

The look of Ludlow through the glass was long, attentire, 
and grave. 

** We are woak-lianded to deal with a stranger,** he said, 
when he returned the instrument to Trysail. *' You see be haa 
notliing but bin tj|isails set, — a showof canvas that would sattsfy 
no trader in a breozjp like this I" 

The master was silent, but his look was even longer and 
more critical than that of his captain. When it had ended, he 
cast a cautious glance towards the diminUhed crew, nho 
wore curiously rotxardinij the vi«*»sel that hatl now become sutB- 
ciently di«*tinct by a clian^^e in the ]K>sition of the cl<>;id, and 
then answered in an un<ler tone : — 

" Tis a Frenchman, or I am a whale ! One may i»eo it 
by his short yards, and the hoist of his sails, aye, and 
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a crntscr, too, for no man who had a profit to make on Ids 
fn*ight would bo lying there under short canvas, and his port 
witliin a day's run." 

^ Your opinion is mj own ; would to Heaven our people 
were all here ! Tliis b but a short complement to take into 
action with a ship whose force seems equal to our own. What 
number can we count ?^' 

^We are short of seventy, — a small muster for four-and- 
twenty guns, with yards like these to handle.^* 

** And yet the |)ort may not be insulted I We are known to 
be on this coast " 

" We are seen !** iutemi[)ted the master. " The fellow 
has wore ship, and he is already setting his top-gnllant RniLs.'' 

There no longer remained any choice between downright 
flight and preparations for combat The former would have 
been easy, for an hour would have taken tlie ship within 
the ca))e; but the latter was far more in consonance with 
the spirit of the service to which the Coquette belonged. The 
order was given, therefore, for ** all hands to clear ship for action T 
It was in the reckless nature of sailors to exult in this summons ; 
ibr success and audacity go hand in hand, and long familiarity 
with the first had, even at that early day, given a confiihMice 
tliatoflen approached temerity to the seamen of Great Britain 
and her dependencies. The mandate to prepare for battle was 
raeelved by the feeble crew of the Co«piette as it had often been 
rooeived before when her d(>cks were filled with the number 
neoessarj to give full efiiciency to her armament ; though a few 
of the older and more ex|>erienced of the mariners, men in 
whom confidence* had been diminished bv time, w<«re seen 
to shake their heads, as if they doubted the prudence of tlio 
intendinl contest 

Whatever might have been the secret lu'sitation of Ludlow 
wlicD the character and force of his encmi<'s were clearlv e»tab- 
lished, he Ixtraved no siirns of irn^ilution from the moment 
when liis decision apjK'ared to be taken. The ntc^'^sar}* orden 
wero ksued calmly, and with the ckamoii and roa<line« that 
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perhaps constitute the greatest merit of a naval captain. The 
yards were slung in chains ; the booms were sent down ; the 
loftj saiU were furled, and, in short, all the preparations tliat 
were then customary were made with the usual promptitude and 
skilL Then the drum beat to quarters, and when the peopk 
were at their stations, their young commander had a iiettcT 
opportunity of examining into the true efficiency of his ship. 
Calling to the master, he ascended the ))oop, in order that they 
might confer together with less risk of being overheard, and at 
the same time better observe the manoeuvres of the enomy. 

The stranger had, as Trys^l perceived, suddenly wore loond 
on his heel, and laid his head to the northward. The change in 
the course brought him before the wind, and, as he immediately 
spread all the canvas that would draw, he was approaching fiist. 
During the time occupied in preparation on board the Coquette, 
his hull had risen as it were from out of the water ; and Ludlow 
and his companion had not studied his appearance long, from 
the poop, before the streak of white [^aint, dotted with ports, 
which marks a vessel of war, became visible to the naked eye. 
As the cruiser of Queen Anne continued also to steer in the 
direction of the chase, half an hour more brought them suffi- 
ciently near to each other, to remove all doubts of their respec- 
tive characters and force. The stranger then came to tlie wind, 
and made his pre{>arations for combat 

"The felluw shows a stout heart and a warm batterr,^ 
obser\'ed the ma<«ter, when the broad^^ide of the enemy becaroo 
visible, by this change in his [>osition. **Six-and-twenty tetth, 
by my count ! though the eye-teeth must be wanting, or he 
would never bo so foolhardy as to brave Quei»n Anne's Coquette 
in this impud*^nt fa^^hion ! A prettily turned boat, Captain 
Ludlow, and one nimble enough in her movements. l)ut kjok 
at hiH top-sails. Just like his character, Sir, all hoist ; and with 
little or no head to them. Til not donv but the hull is well 
enough, fur that is no more than eaqn'ntcr^s work ; but when 
it comes to the rig, or trim, or cut of a sjiil, how should a rOii- 
f'ni or a Brest man understand what is comely f There ii no 
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equalling, after all, a good, ^vholesonie, honest English topsail ; 
which is neither too narrow in the head, nor too deep in Uie 
hoist ; with a bolt-rope of exactly the tnie size, robands and 
earings and bowlim s that look as if they grew there, and sheets 
that neither nature nor art could alter to advantage. Iloro arc 
these AoK^ricans, now, making innovations in ship-building, and 
in the sparring of vesHel^ as if anything could be gaineil by 
quitting the customs and opinions of tlieir ancestors ! Any man 
may see that all they have about them, that is good for any- 
thing, is English ; while all their nonsense and new-fangled 
changes come from their own vanity.'* 

" They got along, ^faster Trysail, notwithstanding,** returned 
the Captain, who, though a sufficiently loyal subject, could not 
forget his birth-place ; ** and many is the time this ship, one of 
the finest modeb of Plymouth, has been bothered to overhaal 
the coasters of these seas. Here is the brigantine, that 
has hiughed at us on our best tack, and with our choice of 
wind.*' 

** One cannot say where that brii;antine was built, Captiin 
Ludlow. It may be here, it may be there ; for I l«x>k upon her 
as a nondescript, as old Admiral Top used to call the galliots 
of the north seas — but, euncerninu these new American fa^^h- 
ions, of what ase nre thoy, I would ask. Captain Ludlow I In 
tlie fir^t place, they are neither £n<^lish nor French, which is as 
much as to confess they are altogether outlindinh ; in tlie second 
phic*, they disturb the harmony and I'stablished usages among 
Wrights and sail-makers, and, though they may tr«*t alonij well 
enough now, sooner or later, take my word for it, they will como 
to harm. It is unre«ts<>nable to su])|MHe that a new |)eoplo can 
discover anything in the con<%truction of a ship, that has escaped 
the wi.s<lom of seamen as old — the Frenchman i* cowing up his 
top-galUnt-saib, and meaas to let tliem hani;; iihich is much 
the same as condemning them at once, — and, then*fore, I am 
of opinion that all the<e new fashions will come to no good." 

"Your reasoning is alisolutely conclu<lve, Mitster Trysail.*' 
ratamod the captain, whose thmights %rere differently empbiT**^!. 
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^I ogreo ivith jou, it would be safer for the stranger to send 
down his jards.^ 

"' Tliere is something manly and becoming in seeing a ship 
strip herself^ as she comes into action, Sir ! It b like a boxer 
tiiking off his jacket^ vnth the intention of making a £ur stand- 
up fight for it — That fellow is filling away again, and means to 
manoeuvre before he comes up fairly to his work.** 

The eye of Ludlow had never quitted tlie stranger. He saw 
that the moment for serious action was not dUtant ; and, bidding 
Trysail keep the vessel on her course, he descended to the 
quarter-deck. For a single ini^tant, tlie young commander 
paascd, with his hand on the door of the cabin ; then overcoming 
his reluctance, he entered the apartment 

Tlie Coquette was built after a fashion much in vogue a cen- 
tury since, and which, by a fickleness that infiuenoes marine 
architecture as well as less important things, is again coming 
into use for vessels of her force. The accommocUitions of the 
commander were on the same deck with the batteries of the 
ship, and they were frequently made to contain two or even four 
guns of the armament When Ludlow entered his cabin, 
therefore, he found a crew stationed around the gun which was 
placed on the side next the enemy, and all the custoroaiy 
arrangements made which precede a combat The Atate-roomt 
abaft, however, as well as the little afiartroent which lay between 
them, were closed. Glancing his eye aboiit him, and obsening 
the carpenters in readiness, he made a signal for them to knock 
away the bulkheads, and lay tlie whole of the fighting part of 
the ship in common. While this duty was gt>ing on, he entered 
the after-cabin. 

Alderman Van Boverout and his companions were found 
togrther, and evidently, in o.\) ectation of the visit they now 
received. Pjuising coolly by tlie former, Ludlow approached 
his niece, and, taking her Imnd, he Kd her to the quarternlet^ 
making a »igii for her female attendant to follow. iVscending 
into the dejiths of the ship, the ca|>tain conducted his chai]^ 
into a paK of the berth<deck that was below the water line, and 
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w much removed from danger as she could well be, without 
oiicounteriog a foul air, or bights that might be painful to one 
of her sex and habits. 

^ Here is as much safety as a vessel of war afibrds in a 
moment like this," he said, when his companion was silently 
seated on a mess-chest '* On no account quit the si)ot, till I — 
or some other advise you it may \ye done without hazard." 

Alida had submitted to be led thither without a question. 
Though her color went and came, she saw the little disjHjHitions 
that were made for her comfort, and without which, even at 
that moment, the young sailor could not quit her in the same 
silence. But when tliey were ended, and her conductor waa 
about to retire, his name escaped her lips by an exclamation 
that seemed hurried and involuntary. 

^Can I do aught else to quiet your apprehensions?*' the 
young man inquired, though he studiously avoided her eye, as 
he turned to put the question. *^ I know your strength of mind, 
and that you have a resolution which exeeetls the courage of 
your sex ; else I would not venture so freely to point out the 
danger which may liesot one, even here, without a solf-<x>m- 
mand and discretion that shall restrain all sudden impulses of 
fear." 

"Notwitlistanding your generous interpretation of my cha- 
racter, Ludlow, I am but woman after all." 

** I did not mistake you for an amazon," returned the young 
man smiling, {lereein ug that she checked her words by a 
sudden effort. ^ All I e\|>ect from you is the triumph of reason 
over female terror. I shall not conct»al that the oilds — perhaps 
I may say that the chances are against as ; yet the enemy 
roust |>ay for my ship ere he has her! She will lie none the 
worse d*»fen<lcd, Alida, from the oonsoiousncss that thy HWrty 
and comfort depend in some measure on our exertions. — Would 
you say more f" 

La Mle Barberie struggled with herself and she became 
cnira, at least in exterior. 

^ Tliero hiw been a singular misconception between us, but i» 

17 
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maBter, chuckling as he surveyed the half-naked spaiB, and the 
light top-hamper, to which he had hinoself reduced the sliip. 
^ If running is to be our play, we have made a false move at 
the beginning of tlie game. These top-sails, spanker, and jib, 
make a show that says more for bottom than for speed. Well, 
come what will of this affair, it will leave me a master, though 
it is beyond the power of the best duke in England to rob mo 
of my share of the honor P 

AVith tliis consolation for his perfectly hopeless condition as 
respects promotion, the old seaman walked forward, examining 
critically into the state of the vessel; while his young com- 
mander, hanng cast a look about him, motioned to his prisoner 
and tlie Alderman to follow to the poop. 

^ I do not pretend to inquire into the nature of the tie which 
unites you with some in this ship,^* Ludlow commenced, 
atidressing his words to Seadrifl, though he kept his gaze on 
the recent gift of Alida ; '* but, that it must be strong, is evident 

bv the intere!«t thev have taken in vour {site. One who is thus 

. » tf 

cst4*ero«Hl should set a value on himself. How far vou have 
trifled with the laws, I do not wish to say ; but here is an 
opportunity to redeem some of the public favor. You are a 
seaman, and need not l)e told that my ship is not as strongly 
manned a» one could wish her at this moment, and that the 
services of every Englishman will be welcome. Take charge of 
these nix guns, and de])end on my honor that your devotion to 
the flag shall not go unrequited.'' 

"' Vou much mistake my vocation, noble captain," returned 
the dealer in contraband, fiiintly laughing. ^^ Though one of 
tho seas, I am one more used to the calm latitudes than to 
these whirlwinds of war. You have visited the brigantine of 
our mistress, and must have seen that her temple resemblifi 
tliat of JaniLs more than that of Mars. The deck of the 
Water-Witch has none of this frowning garniture of artillery." 

Lndlow listened in amazement. Surprise, incredulity, and 
icom, were each in turn expres.<ed in his frowning countenance. 

** This is unbecoming language for one of your calling,*^ ho 
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said, scaroQ deeming it necessary to conceal the contempt lie 
felt. *' Do you acknowledge fealtj to this ensign — arc you an 
Englishman ?'' 

** 1 am such as Ueaven was pleased to make me — fitter for 
the ze]>hyr than the gale — the jest than the war-shout — tlio 
merry moment than the angry mood." 

^Is this the man whose name for daring has passed 
uito a proverb ? — the dauntless, reckless, skilful * Skimmer of 
the Seas!'" 

^* Xorth is not more removed from south than I from him 
in the qualities you seek I It was not my duty to undeceive 
you as to the value of your captive, while he whose servioi« are 
beyond price to our mistress was still on the coast. So far 
from being him you name, brave captain, I claim to be no 
more tlian one of his assents who, liaving some experience in 
the caprices of woman, he trusts to recommend his wares to 
female fancies. Though so useless in inflicting injuries, I may 
make bold, however, to rate myself as exct'llent at consolation. 
Suffer that I ap[)ease tlie fears of la belle Rarb6rie during the 
coming tumult, and you shall own that one more skilful in that 
merciful office is rare indeed !" 

^ Comfort whom, where, and what thou wilt, miserable effigy 
of manhood ! — but hold, tliere is less of terror than of artifice in 
that lurking smile and treacherous eye !" 

** Discredit both, generous captain ! On the fiiith of one who 
can be sincere at ne<*d, a wholesome fear is uppermost, whatever 
el«e the disobedient members may betray. I could fain weep 
rather than \te thought valiant just now I" 

Ludlow listened in wonder, lie had raised an arm to arrest 
the retreat of the young mariner, and by a natural movement 
his hand slid along the limb it had grasped, until it held tliat uf 
Seadrift The instant he touched the soft and ungloved palm, 
an idea, as novel as it was sudden, crossed his brain. Retreat- 
ing a step or two, he examined the light and agile form of the 
oUier, from head to ft*et The frown of disple&sure, which had 
clouded his brow, changed to a look of unfeigned surprise ; nod 
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for the firet time, the tones of the voice came orer his reoollec- 
lion as being softer and more melodious than is wont in man. 

" Truly, thou art not the * Skimmer of the Seas T " he 
exclaimed, when his short examination was ended. 

** No truth more certain. I am one of little account in this 
rude encounter, though, were that gallant seaman here,** and 
the color doe|x»ned on the cheeks of Seadrift as lie spoke, ** his 
arm and counsel might prove a host ! Oh ! I have si>en him 
in scenes far more trying than this, when the elements have 
conspire<l with other dangers. The example of his stoadiiioi<A 
and spirit has given courage even to the fwblost hoart in tlie 
hrigantJue ! Now, sufler mo to otfer con'H>lation to the timid 
Alida.*' 

" I should little merit her gratitude, were the r«»qu*»«t 
refusod," rptuniod Ludlow. " Cio, g:iy and sfallant M;ist4»r Soa- 
drift I if the en<niy fvars thy presonce on the doi»k as liltlo as 
1 dread it with la belle Barberie, thy service's hore will be 
wsfh-ss r* 

Soadrift colored to the templt'S cross^nl his arms m<»okly on 
his btisom, sank in an attitudo of loavo-takin^j, that was so oquivt>- 
cal as to causo the att^^ntive and critical youni; captjiin to smiU\ 
and then glid<'d past him and disj)p|»<>an^I tlirough a hatchway. 

Tho (»y« of Ludlow followtnl the activo and gnioifid fi>nii, 
whilo it continued in sight ; and when it was no loni:«'r \'i'«iblo, 
h«» facid tho AKierman with a Kx»k which s<'«»m<Hl to inquire 
how far he might }>e ac(|uaintod with the true charaotor of th<^ 
individual who hatl lx»on th<» caus<« of so much p.ain to hinwolf. 

** Have I done well. Sir, in ix^rmittiiijx a sul»j«vt of Qu^'c^n 
Anne to quit us at this em«»rg«Mi«*y f" ln» d*'mand«Nl, o>iM>mng 
that either the phl«\tnn or the s«»lf-<»«»mm.*md of Mynd«Tt ren- 
donnl him pn>of to scrutiny. 

** The lad may l»e t«»rmed c<>ntr;il»and of war,** n»tum«Ml the 
Alderman, without moving a mu^^cle ; ** an article that will com* 
mand a b«*tter ]»nce in a quiet than in a turbulent market In 
short. Captain (\)m<»lius Ludlow, this Master Soadrift will nol 
aasw4T thy purpwc at all in comluit" 
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" And is this example of heroism to go nny further, or maj 1 
count on the assistance of Mr. Alderman Van Beverout ? — He 
has the reputation of a loyal cilizen." 

•* As for loyalty," returned the Alderman, "so far as saying 
Gild bless the Queen, at city feasts, will go, none are more so. 
A wish is not an expensive return for the protection of her fleetf 
and armies, and I wish her and you success against the enemy, 
with all my heart. But I never admired the manner in which 
the States General were dispossessed of their territories on 
this continent. Master Ludlow, and therefore I pay the 
Stuarts little more than I owe them in law.*' 

** Which is as much as to say, that you will join the gny 
smuggler, in administering consolation to one whose spirit 
places her above the need of such succor." 

** Not so fast, young gentleman. — We mercantile men like to 
9^e offsets in our books, before they are balanced. Whatever 
may be my opinion of the reigning family, which I only utter to 
you in confidence, and not as coin that is to pass from band to 
hand, my love for the Grand Monarque is still less. Louis is 
at loggerheads with the United Provinces, as well as with our 
gracious Queen ; and I see no harm in opposing one of hi^ 
cruisers, since they certainly annoy trade, and render returas for 
investments inconveniently uncertain. I have heard artillery 
in my time, having in my younger days led a band of city 
volunteers in many a march nod countermarch around the 
DowHng-(freon ; and for the honor of the M>oond ward of the 
good town of Manhattiin, I am now ready to undertake to show 
that all knowledge of the art has not entin^ly (lo]>arted from me.** 

'* That is a manly aaswer, and, providtnl it be sustiiined by a 
correspondinc; countenance, there shall l>e no impertineDi 
inquiry into motives. Tis the offia^r that niak«^ the ship vio> 
torious ; for, whon he s<>ts a good example and untloi^tands htf 
duty, there i** little fear of the men. Choose your po^itioo 
among any of tluse gtms, and we will make an effort to disap- 
point yon sor^anta of Louis, whether we do it as Englisliroon, 
or only as the allies of tlie Seven Provinces.** 
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Mjndert doscendcd to tlio quarter-dock, and having delil>c- 
n\te\y deposited his coat on tlie captan, replaced bis wig by a 
Iiandkeivhief, and tightened the buckle that did the office of sus- 
penders, he squinted along the guns, with a certain air that senod 
to assure the spectators he had at least no dread of the recoil. 

Alderman Van Beverout was a jHjnwjnage far too important, 
not to be known by most of those who fre<juentod the goodly 
town of which he was a civic officer. His pn*.«sence, therefore*, 
among the men, not a few of whom were natives of the colony, 
had a salutar}' effect ; some yielding to the sympathy which is 
natural to a hearty and encouraging exam] tie, while it is possi- 
ble there were a few that argued less of the danger, in con- 
sequence of the indifterence of a man who, being so rich, had so 
many motives to take good care of his jverson. I^ this as it 
might, the burgher was rt\?eived by a cheer which drew a short 
but pithy address froni him, in which he exhorted his compa- 
nions in arms to do their duty, in a manner which should teach 
the Frenchmen the wisdom of leaving that coast in future free 
from annoyance ; while he widely abstained from all the com- 
roon-placo allusions to king and country — a subject to which ho 
felt his inability to do pro|x?r justice. 

** Let every man rememl)er that cause for courage, which 
nay be most agreeable to his own habits and opinions," con- 
cluded this imitator of the Hannibals and »Scipi(M of ohl ; ** for 
that is the surest and the brieft'st method of bringing his mind 
into an obstinate state. In my own case, there is no want of 
motive ; and I dare say each one of vou roav find some snffi- 
dent reason for entering heart and hand into this Imttle. Pro- 
testa and credit ! what would b<H*om<* of t}ie afiairs of the K^st 
house in the colonies, were itii princifial to be led a captive to 
Brest or TOriont ? It might derange the busin#*«s of the whole 
city, ni not otTend your [>atriotism with such a supposition, 
bat at once lK»lieve that your minds are resolveil, Hke my own, 
to resUt to the last ; for Uiis is an interest which is general, as 
all qnnstioas of a commercial nature become, through tbeir 
influence on the happiness and prosperity of society.^ 
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ILiving terminated his address in so apposite and pabltc^ 
spirited a manner, the worthy burgher hemmed loudlj, and 
resumed his accustomed silence, i)erfcctly assured of his own 
applause. If the matter of Myndert's discourse wears too much 
the air of an undivided attention to his own interes^ta, tlie 
reader will not forget it is by this concentration of individuality 
that most of the mercantile prosperity of the world is achie%*e<L 
Tlie seamen listened with admii'ation, fur they understood no 
part of the appal , and, next to a statement which shall be 
so lucid as to induce every hearer to believe it is no more than 
a happy explanation of his own ideas, that which is unintel* 
ligible is apt to unite most suffrages in \X» favor. 

" You see your enemy, and you know your work I*' B4ud the 
clear voice of Ludlow, who, as he passed among the people of 
the Coquette, s])oke to them in that steady, unwavering tone 
which, in moments of dahg<*r, goes to the heart ** I sliall doI 
pretend that we are as strong as I could wish ; but the greater 
the necessity for a strong pull, the readier a true seaman will bo 
to give it There are no nails in that ensign. Wlien I am 
dead, you may pull it down if you please ; but so long as I live, 
my men, there it shall fly ! And now, one cheer to show your 
humor, and let the rest of your noise come from the guns.*^ 

The crew complied, with a full-moutheil and hearty hurrah ! — 
Trysail assured a young, laughing, careless midshipman, who 
even at that moment could enj<»y an uproar, that he had seldom 
heard a prettier piece of sea-eloquence than that which had jwt 
fallen fnim the capUiin ; it being both ^ neat and gentleman- 
like." 
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CnAPTER XXX 



**8lr, itU 
A eharfp too beary for my tlrength ; bat yet 
We*ll ttrive lo beiir li for your wortby sake, 
To tbe exifviue edge of hnxard/' 

All's wbll taat ihd* wctu 



The vewol, which appeared so inopportunely for the safety of 
the ill-manned British cruiser, was, in truth, a ship that had roved 
from amon^r the islands of the Caribbean sea, in quest of some 
such adventure as that which now present^ itself. She was 
called la M\o Fontan^, and her commander, a youth of two* 
and-twenty, was already well known in the salons of the Marais, 
and behind tbe walls of the Rue Basse dfs Remparts as one of 
the most gay and amiable of those who frec)uente<l the former, 
and one of the m<k<t spirited and skilful amon^ the adventurers 
who sometimes tnist4Hl to their address in the latter. Rank, 
and influence at Versailles, had prtKun^d for the younp Ch«'valier 
Ihimont de la Rocheforto a command to which he could lav no 
claim either by his experience or his ser\'ii'es. Ills mother, a 
near relative of one of the WautJes of the court, hatl been com- 
mandi*d to a'<e soa-bathinjj, as a preventive a^in«t the eons**- 
quenct's of the bite of a rabid lap-do^j. By way of a suitaMe 
epis4xle to the loni^ descriptions she wa«« in tlu' daily habit of 
writing to those who^ knowled)^ of hfT new element waa 
limited to tlie coa«tant view of a few |mhuU and ditches teeming 
with carp, or an occassional glimpse of some i»f the turbid readies 
of the Seine, sh«* had voHt-d lo devote her youngest child to Nep- 
tune ! In due time, that is to say, n^hiK* the fMietic sentiment 
was at the access, the young chevalier was duly eiimlled, and, 
ID a time that greatly anticipateil all regular ami judicious pro* 
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ferment, lie was placed in commanci of the corvette in quebtion, 
and sent to the Indies to gain glory for himself and his country. 

The Chevalier Dumont dc la Kocheforte was brave, but his 
courage was not the calm and silent self-possession of a seaman. 
Like himself, it wa<^ lively, buoyant, thoughtless, bustling, and 
full of animal feeling. He had all the ]>ride of a gentleroaa, 
and unfortunately for the dutv which he had now for the (ir»i 
time to perform, one of its dictates taught him to de^pis*^ that 
species pi mechanical knowledge which it wan, junt ut this mo- 
ment, so important to the commander of la Fontjinge to j>osa««. 
lie could dance to admiration, did the honors of hi<^ cabin with 
faultless elegance, and had caused the death of an excellent 
mariner, who had accid(»ntilly fallen overboard, by jumping into 
the sea to aid him, without knowing how to swim a stroke him- 
self, — a rashness that had diverted tho«e exertions which might 
have saved the unfortunate sailor, from the assistance of tho 
subordinate to the safety of his superior, lie wrote sonnetA 
prettily, and had some ideas of the new philosophy which was 
jiLst lieginning to dawn u()OU the world ; but the cordage of 
his ship, and the lines of a mathematical problem, equally pre- 
sented labyrinths he h;Ml never threaded. 

It was ])erhaits fortunate for the safety of all in her, tliat la 
belle Fontange poKse8s<»d an inferior officer, in the person of a 
native of Bouloi::ne-sur-Mer, who was quite competent to 8^e 
that she kept the ]»roj>er courw*, and that she dis])layed noiM»of 
the top-g:illants of her jiride, at unpropitious moments. Th<* 
ship itself was sufficiently and finely moulded, of a light and 
air}' rig, and of estHbli»'lie<l refiutation for s[MH»d. If it was do- 
fivtive in anything, it had the fault, in common with its com- 
mander, of a want of sufKcient solidity to rp>ist the noissitiidoa 
and dan<r«'Ts of the turbulent element on which it was destimNl 
to act. 

Tlio vess.'lH were now within a mile of each other. The breeee 
was st'adv, and sufficient I v fresh for all I he ordinary erolatkiRs 
of a naval c«>ml>at ; while the water was jast quiet enough to 
pi>rmit the nhiits to be handled with confidence and accurar\'. 
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Lii FonUnfTe wns running with ht>r head to the e&stward, and, 
au« ftho hn<l the ailvmit'i^o of the wiml, her toll traceiy of Apan 
leaned gently in the ilinvtion of hor adwisary. The Coquette 
was standing on tlio other tack, and n«'ossariIy inclined from 
her enemy. I^th vchaoL) were strip] khI to thoir to[»(ails, spank- 
ers, and jib8, though the lofty sails of tho Frenchman wore flut- 
tering in tho breeze, like the graceful folds of some fiinciful dra* 
pery. No human hiAng was distinctly vLsihU* in eithor fabric, 
though dark clusters around each mast-head showiil that x\n* 
ready top-men were prepared to dischari;e iheir duti»»s, own in 
the confusion and dangers of the impending contest. Onco or 
twice, la Fontange inclined her head more in the direction of 
her adversary ; tlien, sweeping up again to the wind, she stood 
on in stately beauty. The moment was near when the ships 
were about to cro^s each other, at a point where a musket wouKl 
readily send itn mosstmger across the water that lav between 
them. Ludlow, who cltwely wateht»d each change of position, 
and every rise an<l fall of the bre<v^\ went on the poop, an<l 
swept the horizon with his glass, for i\\o hint tim<« b<*forc his ship 
should be envelo)HHl in sinoke. Tt> his sur]>ri<4<\ he <lis<»ovepp<l 
a pyramid of can%-as rising al)Ove the S4»a, in the direi^tion of 
the wind. Tlie s.«iil was clearlv visible to tlie naked eve, and 
had only esca|MMl earlier oWrvation in the duties of so urg«»nt 
a moment. Calling the master to his sitle, he inquired his 
opinion concerning the character of the setvmd stranger. But 
Trysail conf«'Ss«'d it exce^Mbsl ev»*n his long-tri<Ml powers of ol>- 
ser\'ation, to My more thau that it was a ship running before 
the wind, with a cloud of sail spn>ad. After a 8ect)nd and n 
longer look, however, tho ex|)erienoiHl master ventured to adil 
tliat the stranger had the squareness an<l symmetry of a cruiser, 
but of what size he would not yet presume to (Uvlare. 

•* It may l«» a light ship, umlor her to|>-gallant and stud«ling- 
iiaiks or it may bo that we see only the lofty duck of some 
ht'arier vess4»l, Captain Ludlow ; — ha! he has caught the eye of 
tin* Frondiman, for the corvette has signals abnKul I" 
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^ To your g\^s ! — If the stranger answer, we have no dioioe 
but our speed." 

There was another keen and anxious examination of the upper 
spars of the distant ship, but the direction of the wind prevented 
any signs of her communicating with the corvette from being 
visible. La Fontange appeared equally uncertain of the 
character of the stranger, and for a moment there was some 
evidence of an intention to change her course. But the moment 
for indecision had passed. The shijis were alrea<ly sweeping: up 
abreast of each other, under the constant pressure of ihe breeie, 

** lie ready, men ! " said Ludlow, in a low but firm voice, 
retaining his elevated post on the poop, while he motioned to 
his companion to return to the maindeck. *' Fire at his Hush ! ^ 

Intense ex|>ectation succeeded. The two graceful fabrics 
siuled steadily on, and came within hail. So profound was the 
stillness in the Coquette, that the ninhini; sound of the water 
she heaped under her bows was distinctly audible to all on 
board, and might be likened to the deep breatliing of some \'»i 
animal, that was collecting itA phpical energies for some unusual 
exertion. On the other hand, tongues wc»re loud and clamorous 
among the cordage of la Fontange. Jn^t an the ships were 
fiiirly abeam, the voice of young Dumont was heard, shouting 
through a trumpet, for his men to fire. Ludlow smiled, in a 
seaman^s scorn. liaising his own trumpet, with a quiet gesture 
to his attentive and ready crew, the whole discharge of their 
artillery broke out of the dark side of the ship, as if it had been 
by the volition of the fabric. The annwering broadjnde wa» 
received almost as soon as their own had be<m given, and the 
two ves**eU pa<<^ swiftly without the line of shot 

The wind had sent back their own smoke u|x>n the English, 
and for a time it floate<l on their decks, wreathed iti«elf in the 
eddies of the !«aiK and pa^ed away to leeward, with the brw»w» 
that suooHNlod to the counter-current of the explosions. The 
whistling of «hot and the crash of wood had be<*n heard amid 
the din of the comluit Giving a glance at his enemv, who still 
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stood on, Ludlow leaned from the poop, and, with a sailor's 
onxioty, he endeavored to scan the gear aloft. 

** What is gone. Sir ? ^' he asked of Trysail, whose earnest face 
just then became visible through the drifting smoke. ** What 
sail is so heavily flapping ? '^ 

^ Little Imrm done, Sir — httle harm — bear a hand with the 
tackle on that fore-yard-arm, you lubbers I you move like soaiU 
in a minuet ! The fellow has shot away the lee fore-top-sail- 
sheets Sir ; but we shall soon get our wings spread again. Lash 
it down, l)oys, as if it wore butt-bolted ; — so ; steady out your 
bowline, forward. — Meet her, yuu can ; meet her, you may — 
meet her!" 

Tlie smoke had disflpi)ean'd, and the eye of the captain 
rapidly scanned the whole of his sliip. Three or four top-men 
had alreaily cauj^ht the flapping canv&s and were seated on 
the extremity of the fore-yard, busied in securing their prize. 
A hole or two was visible in the other sails, and here and there 
an unim|>ortant rope was dangling in a manner to show that 
it had been cut by shot Further than this, the damage aloft 
was not of a nature to attract his attention. 

Tliere was a ditTorent scene on deck. Tlie feeble crew were 
earnestly oocupioil in loading the guns, and rammers and 
sponges Were handled with all the iiitenseness which men would 
manifest in a moment so exciting. The Ald<*rman wzis ne\er 
more al)S4>rlMHi in his leger that he now ap}ieanMl in his duty of 
a cannoneer ; and the youths, to whom the c«>nimand of the l>at- 
teries had nec<»^Harilv Uvn confide<l, diliijentlv aid<vl him ivith 
their greater authority and e\|ierienc«^. Tr}'sail sUmnI near the 
caf»«tan, coolly giving the orders which have Kvn relati^l, and 
gazing upwards with an int4*n*$«t <u> al»M»rlM>d an to ren4ler him 
uncon*>cious of all th.it |ta^<e4l around hi< |>«'rM»n. Ludlow saw, 
with pain, that bl<NHl di-e<tloriHl the divk at his f«>t>t, and that a 
seaman lay dead within rench of his arm. lli«> riMit plank and 
>hatteri>d ctMling Hhu*ved tlie s]mH when* the d^i^tntctivc missile 
hail onU^nMl. 

Compressing his lips like a man n»^>lved, the commander of 
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the Coquette bent further forward, and glanced al the wheel. 
The quarter-master, who held the spokes, was erect, steady, an^l 
kept his eye on the loach of the head-n^ail, as unerringly as the 
needle fioints to the pole. 

These were the oWrvations of a single minute. The difler- 
ent circumstances related had been ascertained with so manv 
rapid glances of the eye, and they had even been noted without 
losing for a moment the knowledge of the preciM? situation of la 
Fontanjre. The latter was already in stays. It l»ecaine ne«»- 
sary to meet the evolution by another as prompt. 

Tlie ordi*r wan no sooner given, than the Coquette, as if 
conscious of the hazard she ran of being rake<1, whirled away 
from the wind, and, by the time her adven^ry was n'ady to 
deliver her other broa<lside, she was in a jHjsition to n^vi^e ami 
to return it Agsiin the shi|>s approached each other, and once 
more they exchange d their streams of fire when aWam. 

Ludlow now saw, through the smoke, the ponderous yard of 
la Fontange swinging heavily against the br^^eze, and the main- 
to[Mail come flapping against her ma<t Swinging off frt>ni tlie 
poop by a backstay tliat had l>een shot away a moment lieiore, 
he alighted on the quarter-<leck by tlie side of the master. 

^ Touch all the braces ! ^* he said, hastily, but still speaking 
low and clearly ; ^ give a drag u{)on the bowlim-s — luff, Sir, luff; 
jam the ship up hard against the wind ! '* 

llie clc^ar, steady answer of the quarter-master, and the 
manner in which the Coquette, still vomiting her sheets of 
flame, inclined towards the breeze, announced the promptitude 
of the sulK>rdi nates. In another minute, the vast volumi*s of 
smoke which enveloped the two ship joined, and formed one 
whiU* and troubled cloud, which wns rolling swiftly before the 
explosions 'over the surf:ice of the sea, but wliich, as it rose 
higher in tlie air, 8aiU'<l gracefully to Wwanl. 

Our young commander passed suiftly through the bnttcrieis 
8]H>ke encouragingly to his ]HH)phs and resumed his potst <«n tlie 
p(K>p. llie stationary {Hisition of la Fontange, and his own 
cfi*crt8 to get to windward, were alrca<1y pn>ving Ad\*aDtaj^ 
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OMS to QucH'n Annes cniisor. Tiiero w«is some indcdsion on 
tho part of tho otli<*r ship, which iro^Uintly cauj^ht the eye of one 
wh<)»»e readiness in his proftJv^ion s<> much resembled iastinct 

Hie Chevalier Dumont had aroused his h'isure by running 
Ills oye« o\er tlie records of tho naval history of his countn', 
where he had found tliis and that commander applauded for throw- 
infif their topsaiU to the mast, abreast of their enemift*. Ignorant 
of the difference between a ship in line and one ene^ged singly, 
he had determined to prove himself espial to a i^imiiar display 
of spirit. At the moment when Ludlow was standinsr alone on 
the jjoop, wntching with \'igilant eyes the pnnm-w of his own 
vesj»el, and the p(jsition of his enemy, indicating merely by a 
l<H)k or a gt'sture to the atU^ntive Trysail beneath, what h** 
wished done, there was actually a wordv discussi<in on tho 
qnarter-ilt*ck of the latter, between the mariner of Ik)uloflrn<*^wr- 
Mer and the gay favorit* of the salons. They dt^bati^l on th^ 
expediency of the st4'p which the latt4»r had taken, to prove tho 
existence of a quality that no one doubted. The time loAt in 
this diff<»rence of opinion was of the last importance to th»» 
Hritish cruiser. Standing gallantly on, she was soon out of th'» 
range of her adversan''s fire; and, b<»f«>n* the B<»ulognois ha<l 
succeed<Hl in convincing his suf»erior of his ern>r, their anta<^nist 
was on tlie other ti;ck, and luffing acn^s the wake i>f la 
FonUinjje. The t(>|isail was then tardily filled, but bi'fore the 
latter ship had recoven«d her motion, the sails of her enemy 
ov<»rshadowed her deck. Tliere was now every pnKsjMxt of th'* 
(\>qiietto passing to windward. At tluit critical moment, the 
fair-^'tting topsail of the British cniis<»r was nearly riMit in two 
by a shot. The ship fell off, the yards interlocked, and the 
\ess4«ls were foul. 

Tlie Corpiette had all the advantaije of positif>n. Pere»»inng 
die im|M>rtant fact at a (glance, Ludlow maile nun* of its contimi- 
nnce by throuini; his i;rapn<4s. When the two shij« were thu« 
firmly la'^luMl toj^»ther, the younjf Ihimont found hims«»lf 
relieved fn>m a mountain of embirrassment Sufficiently jwti- 
fiefl by the (act that not a single gim of his own woiikl bear, 
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wliilo a murderous discharge of grape had jost swept akwig hk 
decks, he issued the order to board. But Ludlow, with bis 
weakened crew, had not decided on so hazardous an evolution as 
that which brought him in absolute contact with his enemj, 
Mrithout foreseeing the means of avoiding all the consequences 
The vessels touched each other only at one point, and this spot 
was protected by a row of muskets. No sooner, therefore, did 
the impetuous young Frenchman appear on the tafirail of his 
own ship, sup))orted by a band of followers, than a close and 
deadly fire swept them away to a man. Young Dumont alone 
remained. For a single moment, his eye glared wildly ; but 
the active frame, still oljedient to the governing inifiuke of so 
impetuous a spirit, leaped onward. He fell, wiUiout life, on the 
deck of his enemy. 

Ludlow watched every movement, with a calmness that 
neither personal responsibility, nor the uproar and rapid inci- 
dent» of the terrible scene, could discompose. 

^' Now is our time to bring die matter hand to hand T be 
cried, making a gesture to Tn'sail to descend from the ladder, 
in order that he might pass. 

llis arm was arrested, and the grave old master pointed to 
windward. 

^* There is no mistaking the cut of those sails, or the lofly rine 
of those spars 1 The stranger is another Frenchman r* 

One glance told Ludlow that his subordinate was right: 
another sufiic^Ml to show what was nec<':uuirv. 

" Cast loose the forward grapnel— <?ut it — away with it, 
clear !*^ was shoutecl, through his trumpet, in a voice that roAe 
commanding and clear amid the roar of tlie comlmt, 

H<*loased forwaril, the stem of the Coquette yiolde<l to the 
pro>*<ure of her enemy, who*e sails were all drawing, and she 
w.*w s4M>n in a position to enable her head-yards to be braoiH] 
sharp aback, in a direction opposite to the one in which she bad 
so lat(>lv lain. The wliolt^ broadside was then delivered into the 
stem of la Fontange, the last grapnel was released, and the 
tliips separated. 
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The single spirit which presided over tlie evolutions and cxrr- 
tioiM of the Coquotte still governed her movements. The sails 
were trimmed, the ship was got in command, and, before tlio 
vessels had Wn anunder jive niinutcs^, the duty of the vessel 
was in its onlinarj active but noiseless train. 

Ximble topmen were on the jarcls, and broad folds of fresh 
canvas were flapping in the breeze, as the new sails wero lient 
and set Iloj^es were spliced, or sujiplied by new riiro^ng, the 
spars examined, and, in fine, all that watchfulness and 84Hlul<>as 
can> were oWr\'ed, which are neoessar)' to the efficiency and 
safety of a ship. Every spar was secured, the pump were 
soundt^l, and the vcKnel held on her way, as stea<lily as if she 
had never fired nor received a shot 

On the other hand, la Fontanij^o betraved the indecision and 
confunion of a worsted ship. Her ton) canvas was blowing 
al)Out in disorder, many im(K>rtant n>pes beat against her masts 
unh(H*d(Hl, and the vesj*el itsi»lf drove U*fore the breeze in the 
helplfssne^ of a wreck. For several minutes there s<H»me<l no 
controlling mind in the fabric ; and wh»n, aft4>r si) much dis- 
tance was lost an to give her enemy all the a<lvantag(« of the 
wind, a tardy attempt was made to bring the ship np a*xain, the 
tnliest and mont im]M>rtaut of her ma<ts was s(H»n tottering, until 
it finally fell, with all its ham|>er, into the sea. 

Notwithstanding the al)s<*nco of so many of bis people, 
suciH^s would now have bei»n certain had not th«» prepcnce of 
the stranger compelled Ludlow to abandon his advantage. But 
the <.*ons4 quences to his own vi^v>l wer^» too sure to allow of 
more than a natural ami manly regret that so favorable an 
occasion should t>sca])e him. The character of the stranger 
c*»uld no long«»r Yro mistaken. Tlie eve of everr waman in the 
(^Jquetto as well underfttood the country of the Iiigli and 
narrow-headetl sails, the tall tafxT mists and short yanls of the 
frigate whose hull was now distinctly >'isible, as a landsman 
recognlM*s an individual by the distinguihhing marks of his 
featuree or attire. Had there been any lingering doul>ts on the 
iabjoct, tliey would have all given place to oertninty, wlien tho 
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Btranger was seen exchanging signals with the crippled oor- 
vette. 

It was now time for Ludlow to come to a speedj detenoinft- 
tion on his future coui^. The breeze still held to the sonth- 
ward, but it was beginning to lessen, with erery ap{iearanee 
that it would fail before niirhtfall. The land lay a few leagues 
to the northward, and the whole horizon of the oc<*an, with th4» 
exception of the two French cruizew, was clear. I )i«sct»ndinar t«> 
the quarter-deck, he approached the mooter, who was 8eate<l in 
a chair, while the surgeon dressed a severe hurt in one of his 
legs. Shaking the sturdy veteran cordially by the hand, he 
expressed his acknowledgments for his support in a moment so 
trviujj. 

" God h\cfs you ! God bless you ! Captdn Ludlow,** retanif'd 
the old sailor, da«*liinjr his hand equivocally across his weather- 
beaten brow. ♦' Battle is certainly the place to tiy both ship 
and friends, and Heaven be praised! Queen Anne has not 
failed of either this day. No man has forgotten his duty, so 
fiir as my eyes have witnessed ; and this is saying no trifle, with 
half a crew and an equal enemy. As for the ship, she never 
behaved Ix'tter ! I had my ml«gi\nngs when I saw the new 
main-topsail go, which it did, as all here know, like a bit of rent 
munlin between the fingers of a sempstress. Run forward, Mr. 
Hopper, and tell the men in the fore rigging to take anotlif^r 
drag on that swifter, and to he careful and bring the Undn 
equal on all the shrouds. A lively youth. Captain Lndlow, 
and one who only wants a little reflection, with some more expe- 
rience, and a small dash of modesty, together with the seaman- 
ship he will naturally got in time, to make a very tolerable 
oflBcer." 

** Tlie boy promises well ; but I have come to ask thy 
ndnce, my old friend, concerning our next movements. There 
is no doubt that the fellow who is coming down upon os 
is both a Frenchman and a frigate." 

*^ A man misfht as well doubt the nature of a fishhawk whidi 
19 to pick up all the small fry, and to let the big ones ga We 
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might show him our canv»i and trj the o|»on ^a, but I fear 
that fore-ma.'^t is too weak, with throe such holes in it, to bear 
the sail we should need !'^ 

'^ What think you of the wind V* said Ludlow, affecting 
an indecision ho did not feel, in order to s<x>tho the feeling*) 
of his wounded companion. ^* Should it hold, we mit^ht double 
Montauk, and return for the rest of our people; but should 
it fail, is there no danger that the frigate should tow within 
shot I — ^\Ve have no boats to esoa|>e lier.'* 

*^ The soundings on this coast are as ret^ilar as the roof of an 
out-bouse,'* said the master, afler a moment of thought, ** and it 
is my ad\nee, if it Is your pleasure to ank it. (^aptain Ludlow, 
that we shoal our watt»r as much as possible while the wind 
last**, llien I think wo shall be safe from a v<»rv near vUit fn>!n 
the big one; as for the corvette, I am of opinion that, like 
a man who has eaten his dinner, she has no stomach A>r anotlier 
slice.*' 

Ludlow applaudtnl the ndvice of his sul)ordinate, for it 
was precis<>ly what he had determined on doing; and aAer 
again complimenting him on his C4X)ln4^H ami skill, he ivnued 
the necessary orders. The helm of the C<»<pietto was now 
placed hard a-weather, the yards wer<> S4|uar\Hl, and the bhip 
was jmt Wore the wind. Afler running in this dinvtion for a 
few hours, the wind gradually le^v^nintf. the lead ann«mnc4»d 
that the ktn*] was cjuite an near tlie liottom an the time of 
the tide^ and the dull heaving and s«'tting of tlie elomfut, 
rendea'd at all prudent. The breeze stxm aAer fvll, and our 
young commander ordered an anch4>r t^) be dn>pped into 
tlie sea. 

Ilis example in the latter re<«|Hvt wa«» imitated by the hostile 
cruisers. Thoy had joined, and \nmU were NH*n f^a'winjT fnun 
one to the other, so lonij as tln'r^» w:is liijht. When the ^un foil 
behind the wi'?»t«»m marjjin of th^ cvean, th«»ir ^lu^^kv outlin*^ 
distant about a league, gradually gn»w U^'^s and h*ss distinct, 
until the darkn<>*«s of nii;ht enveloi>ed s^^a and land in its 
gloom. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

*• Now ; the batloMt.** 



OmsuA. 



Thrbb hours later, and every noise was hushed on board fho 
royal cruiser. The toil of repairing danuigi« had ceased ; 
and most of the living, with the dead, lay alike in oommoa 
silence. The watchfulness necessary to the situation of tli« 
fatigued mariners, however, was not forgotten ; and thouj^ 
so many slept, a few eyes were still open, affecting to be alert. 
Here and there some drowsy seaman paced the deck, or a soli- 
tary young officer endeavored to keep himself awake by ham- 
ming a low air in his narrow bounds. The mass of the crr»w 
slept heavily with pistols in their belts and cutlasses at their 
sidoA, between the guns. Tliere was one figure extemled upon 
the quarterdeck, with the head resting on a shot-box. T1m» 
deep breathing of this pennon denoted the unquiet sluroben 
of a powerful frame, in which weariness contended with sufii^r- 
ing. It was the wounded and feverish master, who had pincrd 
himself in that |)osition to catch an hour of the repose that was 
necessary to his situation. On an arm-chest which had been 
emptied of its contentA, lay another but a motionless human 
form, with the limbs comfiosM in divent order, and with 
the face turned towards tlic melancholy stars. This was the 

m 

bo<ly of the young Dumont, which had lieen kept with the 
intention of oonnigning it to consecrate<l earth, when the ship 
shi>uld return to port. Ludlow, with the dolicacy of a generous 
ami diivalrotn enemy, had with his own liandA spread the stain- 
K>s4 ensign of liin country over the n^mains of the inexpefienocd 
but (rnllant young Frenchnuin. 
There was one little group on the raised deck in the stern of 
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tlio TCfoel, in which the onlinary iutoresU of life aIIII soeiiied to 
exercise their iiifiueticc« Hither Ludlow hud led AHdxi and her 
conlpani(>a<^ after the duties of the day wore over, in order that 
they might breathe an air fresher than that of the interior of the 
vefiseL The negress nodd«*d near her young mistress ; the tired 
alderman sate with his back supported, against the inizen-mast, 
gi\ing audible endenee of his situation ; and Ludlow stood 
erect, occasionally throwing an earnest look on the surrounding 
and unruffled waters, then lending his attention to the dl<<courso 
of his companions. Alida and Seadrifl were Moated near 
each other, on chairs. The conversation was low, while the 
roekincholv and the tremor in the voice of la belle Harb^^rie 
denoted how much the events of the day had shaken her usually 
firm and spirited mind. 

^ Tliere is a mingling of the terrific and the beautiful^ of the 
grrand and the seducing, in this unquiet j>rofi'S.>ion of youth !'* 
observed, or rather continued Alida, replying to a previous 
remark of the young sailor. ^ That tranquil sea — t)ie lu>now 
sound of tlie surf on the shore — and this soft canopy alx>ve us, 
^rm objects on which even a girl might dwell in admira- 
tion, were not her ears still ringing with the roar and crii^s 
of the combat. Did you say the commander of the Frenchman 
was but a youth V^ 

^ A mere boy in ap|»earance, and one who doubtless owihI his 
rank to the advant;i«;es of birth and family. We know it 
to lie tlte captain by his dress, no less than by the desjn)* 
rate eflfort he made to recover tliu false step taken in the earlier 
piirt of the action." 

** Perlwps he has a mother, Ludlow I — ^a sister — a wife — 
or " 

Alida paused, for with maiden diffidence* she liesitatiM) tiv pn^ 
Dounco the tie which was upftermost in her thoughts. 

**IIe may have had one or all ! Such are the sailors lianrds, 
and " 

** Such tJie hazards of thorns who feel an interest in their 
safety r* uttered tlie low but expressive voice of Seadrift. 
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An eloquent silenoe succeeded. Then the voice of Mjndert 
was heard muttering indistinctly, " twenty of beaver, and three 
of marten — as per invoice." The smile which, spite of the traiu 
of his thoughts; rose on the lips of Ludlow, had scaroelj passed 
away, when the hoarse tones of Trysail, rendered still hoarser by 
his sleep, were plainly heard in a sdfled cry, saying, ^ Bear 
a hand there with your stoppers ! — the Frenchman is coming 
round upon us again." 

**• That is prophetic !" said one, aloud, behind the listening 
group. Ludlow turned, quick as the flag fluttering on its vane, 
and through the darkitess he recognised in the motionless but 
manly form th&rBtSiMl near him on the poop, the fine peison of 
the ^ Skimmer of the Seaa." 

** Call away !" 

^ Call none !" interrupted HUer, stopping the hurried order 
which involuntarily broke from the lips of Ludlow. " Let thy 
ship feign the silence of a wreck, but, in truth, let there be 
watchfulness and preparation even to her store-rooms ! You 
have done well. Captain Ludlow, to be on the alert, though 1 
have known sharper eyes than those of some of your look-outs." 

^ Whence come you, audacious man, and what mad errand 
has brought you again on the deck of my ship f" 

" I come from my habitation on the sea. My business here 
is warning I" 

**' The soa T echoed Ludlow, gazing about him at the narrow 
and empty view. ^ The hour for mockety is past, and you 
would do well to trifle no more with those who have serious 
duties to discharge." 

^ The hour is indeed one for serious duties— duties more se* 
rious than any you apprehend. But before I enter on 6xphuatio:i, 
there must be conditions between us. You have one of the sea- 
groon lady's servitors here ; I claim his liberty for my secret." 

^The error into which I had fallen exists no longer," 
T«turncd Ludlow, looking for an instant towards the shrinking 
form of Seadrift ** My conquest h worthless^ unleas you oonie 
to supply his place." 
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** I come (or other purposes — here is one who knows I do 
not trifle when urt^imt affairs are on hand. Let thy companions 
retire, that I may 8peak openly." 

Ludlow hesitated, for he had not yet recovered from the sur- 
prise of finding the redouUtahle free-trader so unexpectedly on 
the dock of his ship. But Alida and her com|)anion aruso, like 
those who had more confidence in their visitor, and, arousinj^ 
tlie neppvfts from her sleep, they descended the ladder and 
entered the cabin. When Ludlow found hiros(»lf alone with 
Tiller, he demanded an explanation. 

^ It shall not be withheld, for time presses, and that which is 
to be done must be done with a seaman'^care and aiolness,^ 
returned the other. ** You have had a close brush with one of 
Louisas rovers. Captain Ludlow, and pn*ttily was the ship of 
Queen Anne handled ! Have your people sutferetl, and aro 
you still strons: enoui^h to make g^Knl a defence worthy of your 
oonduct this morning P 

^ These are fiicts you would have me utter to the ear of one 
who may be lalwj — even a spy 1*' 

*' Captain Ludlow — ^but circumstances warrant tliy sw^pt- 
donsT* 

'^One whoso vessel and life I have threatene«l — ^an outLiw !** 

•* Tliis is too true,'' returnetl tlie ** Skimmer of the Stvts'* sup- 
pn*!«8ing the sudden impuUe of pride and ri-M^ntment. ** I ant 
thivatenetl and punucd — I am a smui;i;ler and an outUw : 8ull 
am I human ! You see tliat dusky objt^ct which borders tlie 
sea to the northward V* 

•* It is too plainly land to be mistaken.** 

^ Lan<l, and the land of my Urth ! — the eiirlii^st, pi>rha|H I 
may say the happiest of my ilays, were iwis^ed on that long 
and narrow ii^land.** 

^ Had I known it earlier, there would have been a closer look 
among its bays and inlets.** 

^The s<*arch mi«4ht have been rewardiHl. A cannon would 
easily throw its shot from this deck to the s|H>t where my bri- 
gBJitine now li(>s, snug at a single anchor.** 
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*' UnloBs jou have swept her near since the setting of the snn, 
that is impossible ! When the night drew on, nothing was in 
view but the frigate and corvette of the enemy." 

"^ We have not stirred a fothom ; yet, true as the word of a 
fearless man, there lies the vessel of the sea-green lady. Yoo 
see the place where the beach falls — here, at the nearest point 
of the land — the island is nearly severed by the water at that 
spot, and the Water- Witch is safe in the depths of the bay 
which enters from the northward. There is not a mile between 
us. From the eastern hill, I witnessed your spirit this day. 
Captain Ludlow, and though condemned in person, I ielt that 
the heart could never be outlawed. There is a fealty here, that 
can sur\'ive even the persecutions of the custom-bouses !*^ 

^ You are happy iu your terms. Sir. I will not conceal that 
I think a seaman, even as skilful as yourself, must allow that 
the Cocjuette was kept prettily in command.^^ 

^ No pilot-boat could have been more sure or more hveiy* 
I knew your weakness, for the absence of all your boats was no 
secret to me ; and I confess I could have spared some of the 
proiitB of the voyage, to have been on your decks this day with 
a dozen of my truest fellows V* 

** A man who can feel this loyalty to the flag, should find a 
more honorable occupation for his usual life." 

^ A country Uuit can inspire it, should be cautions not lo 
estrange the affections of its children, by monopolies and injus- 
tice. Hut theste are discaHsions unsuited to the moment. I am 
doubly your countryman in this stmit, and all the past k no 
more than the rough liberties which friendi take with each 
other. Captain Ludlow, there is danger brooding in that 
dark void which lien to seaward V^ 

" On what autliority do you sfieak thus T 

*' Sight — I have been among your enemies, and have seen 
their deadly preparations. I know the caution is given Ui a 
brave man, and nothing shall bo extenuated* You have neetl 
of all your resolution and of every arm — for they will be npoa 
you in overwhelming numliers !*' 
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•* True or &Ise, thy warning shall not be neglectt^d." 

^ Hold 1"^ said the Skimmer, arresting a forward movement 
of his companion, with his hand. ^ Let them bW^ to tho bst 
moment You have jet an hour, and rest will renew their 
strength. You may tnut the experience of a seaman who has 
passed half of the life of man on the ocean, and who has wit- 
ness^ all its most stirring scenes, from the conflict of the ele- 
ments to every variety of strife that man has invented to destroy 
his fellows. For another hour, you will be secure, — Afu»r that 
hour, God protect the unprepared ! and God be merciful to him 
whose minutes are numbered T 

** Thy language and manner are those of one who deals ho- 
nestly," returned Ludlow, struck by the apparent sincerity of the 
free-trader's communication. ** In every event, we shall be ready, 
though the manner of your having gained this knowledge is as 
great a mystery as your appearance on the deck of my ship.*^ 

^ Both can be explained,** returned the Skimmer, motioning 
to his companion to follow to the taflfrail. Ilerc he pointed to 
a small and nearly imperceptible skifll^ which floated at the bot- 
tom of a stem-lmhler, and continued — ^ One who so oftvn pays 
secret visits to the land, can never be in want of the means. 
This nut-shell was easily transported across the narrow slip of 
land that separates the bay from the ocean ; and though the 
turf moans so hoarsoly, it is easily passed by a steady and dex* 
terous oarsman. I have Wn under the martin 27»le of tho 
Frenchman, and tou soe that I am here. If vour KK>k-outs are 
less alert than iLsual, you will remember that a low gtmwale^ a 
duskv side, and a muffleil oar, are not readilv dotectt^l, when the 
eve is heavv and the bodv wearied. I must now quit vou — 
unless you think it more prudent to send th<KM» who can be of 
no ser\'ice out of the ship lx»fore the trial shall come V* 

Ludlow hesitated. A strons^ desire to put Alida in a place 
of safetv was met bv his distni^t of tlie smu<ri;lcr*s faith. lie 
refl-xjted a moment ere he answered. 

*^ Your ofX'kle-shell is not suflicientiv secure for more than ita 
owner. — Go, and as you pro\e l«»yal, may you prosper T 

IS 
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^* Abide the blowr* said the Skimmer, grasping bis hnyL 
lie tlien st'^pped carelessly on the dangling ropes, and descended 
into the boat beneath. Ludlow watched his movemente with 
an intense and possibly with a distrustful curiosity. Wheo 
sealed at the sculls, the person of the free-trader waa nearly 
indistinct ; and as the boat glided noiselessly away, tlie joang 
commander no longer felt disposed to censure those who had 
permitted its approach without a warning. In loss than a 
minute the dusky object was confounded with the Mufmoeci 
the sea. 

Left to himself^ the young commander of Uie Coquette 
seriously reflected on what had passed. The manner of the 
Skimmer, the voluntary character of his communication, its 
probability, and the means by which his knowlt^dge had been 
obtained, united to confirm his truth. Instances of smiLir 
attachment to their flag, in seamen whose ordinary pureuita 
were oppoAod to its interests, were not uncommon. Their 
misdeeds resemble the errors of passion and temptation, while 
the momentary return to better things is the inextinguishable 
impuke of nature. 

The admonition of the free-trader, who had enjoined the 
captain to allow his people to sleep, was remembered. Twenty 
times, witliin as many minutes, did our young sailor examine 
his watch to note the tardy passage of the time ; as oflen did he 
return it to his |>ocket ^nith a determination to forbear. At 
lcn<;;th he dc>»cend<*d to the quarter<leck, and drew near tlie 
only form that was erect. The watch was commanded fay a 
youth of sixteen, who««o regular period of prohationaiy service 
had not parsed, but who, in the absence of his superiors, was 
iutrusted with this delicate and important duty. He stood 
loaning ngaiiMt the ca|»tan, one hand supporting his cheeky while 
the elbow rested against the drum, and the body was without 
motion. Ludlow regarded him a moment : then litUng a lighted 
battle-hmtem to his face, he saw that he slept WiUioiil 
dbturbing the dtUinquent, tlie captain replaciHl the buit«m and 
*^:iSRcd ^rward. In the gangway then) stood a marine, with 
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biA market shouldered, in an attitude of attention. As Ludlow 
bra^hed within a few inches of liis eves, it was ea^^y to be soon 
that they opened and shut involuntarily, and without oonscioa*»- 
ness of what lay before tlietn. On the top-gallant-foreoastlc 
was a short, square, and well-balanoed figure, that stood without 
support of any kind, with both arvan thrust into the l>oe«om of a 
jacket^ and a head that turned slowly to the west and south, as 
if it were examining the ocean in thoine directions. 

Stepping lightly up the WUkT, Ludlow saw that it was 
the veteran seaman who was rated as the captain of the fore- 
castle. 

*^ I am gbd, at Lvst, to find one piur of eyes opi'n in my 
shi[>,'' said the captain. ^ Of the whole watch* you alone are 
alert.'* 

'^I have doubled cape fifty, your Honor, and the seaman who 
has made that voyai^ rarely wanU the second c:ill of the Utat- 
swain. Young heads have youn;; evi's^ and sUvp is next to food, 
after a heavy drag at gun-tackles and Linyard'</' 

^What draws your attention so stt^adily in tluit quarter! 
There is nothing visible but the hnu* of tli** m*'jl^ 

** lis the direction of the Frenchmon, Sir — tloes your Honor 
hear nothing V* 

** Nothing,^ said Ludlow, after intently UnUmini; for lutlf 
a minute. ^ Nothing, unless it lie tlie wash of the surf on tlio 
beach." 

^ It may be only fiinoy, but tliere came a sound like the (all 
of an oarblade on a thwart, and 'tin but natural, your llouor, 
to expect the mounshe<'r will be out, in tliis smoi»th water, to 
see what has become of us. — There went the llash of a light, or 
my name is not lk>b CUvt P 

Ludk>w was silent. .V light was certniuly visible in the 
quarter where the enemy was known to lie anchored, ami it 
oame and disappeared Lko a monni^ lantern. At length it 
was seen to descend slowly, and vanish as if it were extinguished 
in tlie water. 

**lluit lantern went into a boat, Captain Ludlow, though a 
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lubber carried it T said the positive old forecastle-maii, shaking 
his bead, and beginning to pace across the deck with the air of 
A man who needed no further confirmation of his suspicions. 

Ludlow returned towards the quarter-deck, thoughtful but 
calm. He passed among his sleeping crew without awaking a 
man, even forbearing to touch the still motionless midshipman, 
and he entered his cabin witliout speaking. 

The commander of the Coquette was absent but a few 
minutes. When he again appeared on deck, there was more of 
decision and of preparation in his manner. 

**Tis time to call the watch, Mr. Reef," he whispered at the 
elbow of the drowsy officer of the dock, without betraying his 
consciousness of the youth's forgotfulness of duty. '* The gltss 
13 out" 

" Aye, aye, Sir. — ^Bear a hand, and turn the glass !** muttered 
the young man. " A fine night, Sir, and very smooth water. — 
I was just thinking of " 

^ Home and thy mother ! 'Tis the way with us all in 
youth. Well, we have now something else to occupy the 
thouirhts. Muster all the gentlemen, here, on tlie quarter- 
deck, Sir." 

When the half-sleeping midsliiproan quitted his captain to 
olH?y this order, the latter drew near the s|K>t where Trysail still 
lay in an unquiet sleep. A light touch of a single fingiT was 
sufficient to raise the master on his feet The first loc»k of tho 
veteran tar was aloft, the second at the heavens, the last at his 
captain. 

** I fear thy wound stiffeas and that the night air has add«^ 
to the pain ?" obsen-ed the latter, speaking in a kind and con- 
siderate tone. 

**The wounded spar cannot be trusted like a sound stick. 
Captain Ludlow ; but as I am no f(M)t-soldier on a march, 
the duty of the ship may go on without my calling ibr a 
horse." 

** I rejoice in thy cheerful spirit, my old friend, for here 9 
serious work ]ik<»ly to (all upon our hands. The Frenchmen 
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first efforts of the nigbt-bTeeze. The beavens wt're clouded, 
though a few thoughtful stare ghmmered between tJie manes nC 
vapor. 

^A calmer night never shut in the Americas r^ said the 
veteran Tr^^sul, shaking his bead doubtinglj and speaking in a 
cautions tone. " I am one of those, Captain Ludlow, who think 
more than half the virtue is out of a ship when her anchor is 
down !" 

" With a weakened crew, it may be better for us that the 
people have no yards to handle nor any bowlines to steady. 
All our care can be given to defence." 

"^ This is much like telling the hawk he can fight the better 
with a clipped wing, since he has not the trouble of flying ! 
The nature of a ship is motion, and the merit of a seaman is 
judicious and lively handling ; — ^but of what use is complaining, 
since it will neither lift an anchor nor fill a sail ! What is voitr 
opinion. Captain Ludlow, concerning an after fife, and of all 
those mattere one occa<%iona]ly hears of if he happens to drift in 
the way of a church ?" 

^ The question is broad as the ocean, my good friend, and a 
fitting answer might lead us into abstrwtities deeper than any 
problem in our trigonometry. — Was that the stroke of an oar !* 

'^ Twas a land noise. Well, 1 am no great navigator among 
the cr(M)ked channels of religion. Every new argument is a 
sand-bar, or a shoal, that obliges me to tack and stand off 
again; else I might have been a bUhop for anything the 
wor1<l knot's to the contrary. Tis a gloomy night. Captain 
Ludlow, and one that is sparing of its stnr«. I never knew 
luck come of an expedition on which a natural light did not lall !** 

"So much tlie worse for those who seek to harm ns. — ^l 
surelv heard an oar in the ruUock T 

" It came from the shore, and hnd the sound of the land 
about it," quietly retume<l the ma<(t<*r, who Mill k<»pt hi^ l<K>k 
riveted on the heavens. ** Tliij* world in which we live. Captain 
Ludlow, is one of extraordinary ust^ ; but that, to which we aro 
steering, is still more unaccountable. They say that worMs are 
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sailing above us like ships in a clear sea ; and th^ro arc p<H>ple 
who U'lieve that, when we take our dopartun' from this planet, 
we are only bound to another, in which we are to be rated 
aec^nliuj? to our own deeds here • which is much the same as 
being drafted for a new ship with a certificate of Ker^ice in one's 
pocket." 

" Tlie resemblance b perfect," returned the other, leaning far 
over a timber-head to catch the 8malU>st sound that mifi^ht come 
from the ocean. "' Tliat was no more than the blowing of a 
porpoise r 

^ It was strong enough for the puff of a whale« There Ih no 
scancity of big fish on tlie coast of this island, and bold 
harpooners are the men who are scattered about on the naudy 
downs, here-away, to the northward. I once sailed with an 
officer who knew the name of every star in the heaven^ and 
often have I passed hours in listening to his history of their 
magnitude and character, during the middle watchef^. It waa 
his opinion that there is but one navi^iitor for all the rovers of 
the air, whether meteors, comets or planeU.** 

** No doubt he must be right, having been there.^ 

**No, that is more than I can say for him, though few 
men have gone deeper into the high latitudes on Ixith *iid*^ of 
our own equator, than he. One surely spoke — h«'re, in a liii** 
with yonder low star T 

" Was it not a water-fowl V 

"No guU — ha! here we have the object, ju^t within tho 
starboard jib-l>oi>m-guy. There comes the Frenchninn in hi* 
pride, and 'twill be lucky for him who livo^ to count the slain, 
or to boast of hb dee^ls !'* 

The mast^T d(*)Kvnd«Hl from the fonn^stle, and |nlhsmh1 amons^ 
the crew, with ever}* thought recalK^i fn>m it» excur<ivt» flight Ut 
the duty of the moment, Ludlo^^ continue<l on the forecastle 
alone. Tlwro was a low, whiH|¥>rinit sound in tho ship, like that 
which is mailo by tlio murmuring of a rising bre<»jM», — th<»n nil 
was still as di'ath. 

The (\Kjurtte lay with her bend to seawani, tho stem lie<v^ 
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Barilj pointing towards the land. The distance frora the latter 
was less than a mile, and the direction of the ship^s hull wm 
caused bj the course of the heavy ground-ftwcll, which inces- 
8antlv rolled the waters on the vnde beach of the island. The 
head-gear lay in the way of the dim view ; and Ludlow walked 
out on the bowsprit, in order that nothing should lie lietweea 
him and the part of the ocean he wished to study. Uere he 
had not stood a minute when he caught, first a confwK^ and 
then a more distinct glimpse of a line of dark objects, advancing 
slowly towards the ship. Assureil of the position of his enemy, 
he returned in-board and descended among his pe<^le. In 
another moment he was again on the forecastle, across which ho 
paced leisurely, and, to all appearance, ^nth the calmness of ocie 
who enjoyed the refreshing coolness of the night 

At the distance of a hundred fathoms, the dusky line of 
boats paused and began to change its order. At that instant 
the firet puflfe of the lan<l breeze were felt, and the stem of the 
ship made a gentle inclination seawanl. 

** Help her with the mizen ! Let fall the topsail T whispennJ 
the yoting captain to those beneath him. Ere another moment 
the flap of the loosened sail was heard. The ship swuncf still 
further, and Ludlow stamped on the deck. 

A round fiery light shot beyond the martingale^ and the 
smoke rolled along the sea, outstripped by a crowd of missiles 
that were hissing across the water. A shout in which com- 
mand w&^ mingled with shrieks, followed, and oar-blade)« were 
heard dashing the water aside regardless of concealment The 
ocean lighte<l, and three or four boat-grras returned the fatal 
discharge from the ship. Ludlow had not sp<»ken. Still alone 
on his elevated and expo«%ed post he watched the effects of both 
fires with a commander^ coolness. The smile that atrogsrled 
about his compn's^ed mouth, when the momentary confasioii 
among the boat^ betrayed the suc<>ess of his own attack, had 
been wild and exulting ; but when he heard tlie rending of the 
plank Wneath him, the heavy groans that succeeded, and the 
rattling of lighter objecti that were 8e4ittcred by the shot as U 
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passed with lemened force along the deck of his ship, it became 
fioroe and resentful. 

'' Let them have it T he nhouted, in a clear, animating voice, 
that assured the people of his presence and his care. '' Show 
Uiem tlie humor of an Englishman's sleep, my lad» I Speak to 
Uiem, to|is and deck^ "* 

The order was obeyed. The remaining bow-gun was firedi 
and the discharge of all the CoquetU^s musketry and blunder- 
busses followed. A crowd of boats came sweeping under the 
bowsprit of the ship at the same moment, when there arose the 
clamor and shoutn of the l)oardeni. 

The succeeding minutes were full of confusion, and of devoted 
exertion. Twice were the head and bows]>rit of the ship filled 
witli dark groups of men, whof^e grim visages were only visible 
by the pistoPs flash ; as often were they cleared by the pike and 
bayonet. A third effort was more succox<(ful, and the tread of 
the assailants was heard on the deck of the forecastle. The 
struggle was but momentary, though many fell, and the narrow 
arena was soon slippery with blo(Nl. Tlie l^uKnni*'^^ mariner 
was foremost among his countninon, and at that d«'s)ienite 
emergency Ludlow and Tr)'sail fought in the common herd. 
Numbers prevailed ; an<l it was fortunate for the commander of 
the Coquette, that the sudden nvoil of a human Ixxly that fell 
upon him, drove him from his foi>ting to the dei'k beneath. 

Recovering from the fall, the younj; captain che^^red his men 
by his voice, and ^^as answered by the d<*e|>-niouthed shouts 
which an excited seaman is ever readv to d<*li\er, even to the 
death. 

'^ Rally in the gang^iays, and defy them !** was the animattHl 
cry — " lially in the gnngi^ays, hearU of oak/' was returned by 
Trysail, in a rendy but weaken<Hl voi<v. Tlie men olteytnl, and 
Ludlow saw th:it he eouI«I still muster a for^'>* eajMible of n*»i4t. 
ance. 

lk>tli paKi^'A for a moment |>au'«4tl. Hie firi^ of the ti>p an* 
noved the lioanlers and the defen4lant4 hi^itat^^l to advance. 
But the rxi^h from lx>th was common, and a tieri*e pticounter 



418 THE WATER-WITCH. 

occurred at the foot of the foremast The crowd thickened in 
the rear of the French, and one of their number no sooner fell 
tlian another filled his place. The English receded^ and 
Ludlow, extricating himself from the mass, retired to the quar- 
ter-deck. 

^ Give waj, men T he again shouted, so clear and stcadr, 
as to be heard a'bove the cries and execrations of the fight 
*' Into the wings ; down, — between the guns— down — to your 
covers f 

The English disappeared, as if by magic Some leaped upon 
the ridge-rupos, others sought the protection of the guns, and 
many went through the hatches. At that moment Ludlow 
made his most dosperate effort Aided by the gunner, he ap- 
plied matches to the two swivels, which had beon placed in 
readiness for a last resort The deck was enveloped in smoke, 
and, when the vapor lifted, the forward part of the ship was as 
clear as if roan had never trodden it. All who had not fidk^n, 
had vanished. 

A shout, and a loud hurmh ! brought bnck the defendants, 
and Ludlow headed a change upon the top-gallant-forecastK 
again, in j)en»(>n. A few of the assailants showed themseh^es 
from behind covers on the det'k, and the struijgle was rftiewed. 
(Jlariiig balls of fire sailed over the heads of the combatants, 
and fell among the throng in the rear. Ludlow saw the dangv^r, 
and he endeavored to urge his pe<)j>le on to regain the bow- 
gims, one of which w.ts known to be loaded. But the explosion 
of a grenade on dock, and in his rear, was followed by a shock 
in the hold, that threatono<i to force the bottom out of the ves- 
9e\, The alarmed and weakened crow began to waver ; and as 
a fn'sh attack of jrr<*nad«»s wa<*follt>wed bv a fiorco rallv, in which 
the assiilant** l)rouc:ht up fifty men in a htx]y from their Kmts 
Ludlow found him^'lf compelled to retire amid the n'trcatins; 
ma'*s (»r his own crew. 

Tlie dt'fence now assumeil the character of hopelew but des- 
perate n^^istance. Tlje cricks of the en«'niy were more and more 
clamorous ; and they succtvded in nearly silencing the top, by a 
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heavy fire of musketiy CBtablished od the bowsprit and sprit-«ail- 
vani. 

Events pomod much fiister than they can be rclate<i. Tlio 
enemy were in powkssion of all the forward part of the ship tii 
her fore-hatches, but into thcfte youn^ lI<>pp<T had thrown hi in- 
self, with half-a-dozen men, and, ai<ied by a brother midship* 
man in the launch, backed by a few fullow4*ns thoy still hold 
the assailants at bay. Ludlow cast an eye behind him, and 
began to think of selling his life as dearly as iMH^ible in tho 
cabins. That glance was arrested by tlie si^^ht of the malign 
smile of the sea-groen lady, an tlie gloaming fact* ruF*o above the 
taffrail. A dozen dark forms leaped upon the poo|i, and then 
arose a voice that sent every tone it uttennl to his heart. 

^ Abide the shock V* was the shout of those who came to the 
succor ; and " abide the shock T was echoed by the crew. The 
mysterious image glided along the deck, and Ludlow knew the 
athletic frame that bnished through the throng at its side. 

There was little noise in tlie onset, save the groans of the 
miflerers. It endured but a moment, but it wa^ a moment that 
resemblod tlie passage of a whirlwind. The dcfendanU knew 
that they were succored, and the assailants recoiled before so 
unexpected a foe. The fow that were caught beneath the fore* 
castle were mereilesnly slain, and thot^ above were swo|it from 
their post like chaff drifting in a gale. The living and the tlead 
were heard fiUling alike into the sea, and in an inconceivably 
short spaeo of time, the dock** of the Gxjuette wore frt-e, A 
solitary enemy still hesitaUni on the bowsprit A powerful and 
active frame leaped along the spar, and thous^h the blow wft% 
not seen, its effcvts were visible, as the victim tumbUni helplt^s^ly 
into the ocean. 

The hurried dash of oars followe<l, and U^fore the defendants 
hnd time to aMure themselves of the Ci>mpl<*tene;w of their suc- 
cess, (he gloomy void of the surrounding ocean had swallowed 
ap tlic boats. 
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CHAPTER XXXn. 

** That face of hia I do remember tvell ; 
Yet. when I law It lust. It wna ImmearoU 
Aa black as VnlcaD, In the smuke of war.** 

Wbattov Will. 

From the moment when the Coquette fired her first gun, to 
the moment when the retiring boats became invu^ible, was jmt 
twenty minutes. Of this time, less than half had been oocopied 
hy the incidents related, in the ship. Short as it was in truth, 
it seemed to all engaged but an instant The alarm was over, 
the sound of the oars had ceased, and still the sunivors stood 
at their posts, as if expecting the attack to be renewed* Then 
came those personal thoughts, which had been suspended in the 
fearful exigency of such a stnig^le. The wounded l)Cg«n to 
feel their pain, and to be sensible of the danger of their injuries ; 
while the few, who had oscajtod unhurt, turned a friendly eare 
on their shipmates. Ludlow, as often happens with the bravest 
and most exposed, had escaped without a scratch ; but he saw 
by the drooping forms around him, which were no longer sus- 
tained by the excitement of battle, that his triumph was de«riy 
purcliftS4<d. 

^' S.'nd Mr. Trysail to me,^ he said, in a tone that had little 
of a victor^s exultation. " The land breeze has maclc, and we 
will endeavor to improve it, and get inside the cape, lest the 
morning light give us more of these Frenchmen." 

The order for " Mr. Trysail I ^ ** the captain calls the ma^ter ! " 
pa.ssod in a low call from mouth to mouth, but it wa« unan* 
swerod. A seaman told the expecting young commander, that 
the surgeon desired his presence forward. A gleaming of lighte 
ond a litrle group at the foot of the foremast was a beacon not 
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to be mistaken. The weatfaerbcaten master was in the agony ; 
and his medical attendant had just risen from a fruitless exa* 
mi nation of his wounds, as Ludlow approached. 

** I hojKJ the hurt is not serioas f" hurriedly whlsperetl the 
alarme<l young sailor to the 8urg<H>n, who was coolly collfcting 
his implem4Mit<», in order to a<lminibter to some more promisin;^ 
subject " Noglect nothing that your art can sugi^^st'' 

'* The case is di>s|)crate, Ca)>tain Ludlow,*" n*tumed the phleg- 
matic surgeon ; ** but if you have a taste for such tliing<«, there 
is as beautiful a ca<^ for amputation promistul in the fon*-to|K 
man whom I have had sent below, as oiTers onco in a whole life 
of active practice '/* 

'' Go, go — ^^ interrupted Ludlow, lialf pushing the unroov<H] 
man of blood away, as he spoke ; ** go, then, where your serxicea 

are needed.'* 

llie other ca<it a glance around him, refux^ved his attendant, 
in a sharp tone, for unnecessarily exposing the blade of S4)me 
ferocious-looking instrument to the dew, and departed. 

"Would to (iotl that some jK>rtion of these injuries had Ik^ 
fallen those who are younger and stronger!" murmured tho 
captain, as he leaned over the dying ma>tcr. ** C'an I do auglit 
to relieve thy mind, my old and worthy shipmate T 

"I have had my misgivings since ^e ha\e dealt i»ith witch- 
craft r returned Insail, whose voiw llie rattling u( the throat 
had already nearly silenc*Hl; **I have liad mfc^ixi^inus — but no 
matter. Take care of the ship — I have bet»n thinking of our 
people — you'll have to cut — they can never lift the ani'li4>r — 
the wind is here at north.^* 

*• All this is onlerod. Trouble thyself no further al)out the 
vessel ; she shall be taken care of, 1 )iromUe you. — Sjieak of thy 
wife, and of thy wishes in Englaud.'* 

'MuhI bl«*ss Mr%. Trj-sail ! She'll gi»t a |H»nsion, and I ho|K» 
content moiit I Yc»u must «;ive the roof a g<iod U-rth, in n»und- 
ing Moiitauk — and you1l naturally ^li^^h to tind the anchors 
again when the coast is clear — if you can iind it in your cou- 
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ecienoe, say a good word of poor old Ben Tiysiul, in the dis> 
patches '' 

The voice of the master sank to a whisper, and hocame in- 
audible. Ludlow thought he strove to speak again, and he 
bent his ear to his mouth. 

/^I say — the weather-main-swifter and both backstays are 
gone ; look to the spars, for — for — there are sometimes — heavy 
puf& at night — ^in the Americas P 

The last heavy respiration succeeded, after which came the 
long silence of death. The body was removed to the poop, and 
Ludlow, with a saddened heart, turned to duties that this aoo- 
dent rendered still more imperative. 

Notwithstanding the heavy loss, and the originally weakened 
state of her crew, the sails of the Coquette were soon spread, 
and the ship moved away in silence, as if sorrowing for those 
who had &llen at her anchorage. When the vessel was fairly 
in motion, her captain ascended to the poop, in order to com- 
mand a clearer view of all around him, as well as to profit by 
the situation to arrange his plans for the future. He found he 
had been anticipated by the free-trader. 

^ I owe my ship-— I may say my life, since in such a conflict 
they would have gone together, to tliy succor !** sttd the young 
commander, as he approached the motionless form of the smug- 
gler. ^^ Without it. Queen Anne would have lost m cruiser, 
and the fi»f^ of England a portion of its well-earned glory.** 

** May thy royal mistress prove as ready to remember her 
friends in omertrcncii's as mine. In good truth, there was little 
time to lose, and trw«t me, we wc^ll understood the extremity. 
If we were tardy, it was because whale-boats were to be brought 
from a distance ; for the land lies between my brigantine and 
the pea." 

^ He who came so opportunely, and acted so well, need« no 
ajwlogy." 

" Captain Ludlow, are we friends t'* 

" It cannot be otherwl^. All minor considerations moat be 
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lost in ftucli a son*icc. If it is your intention to pu^h tlii^ itlt^gal 
trade further on the coast, I most ^ei'k another station.^ 

** Not so. — Remain, and do credit to your fla^r, and tho latid 
of your birth. I have lon^ thought this l^ the l&nt time the 
keel of the Water- Witch will ever plough tho American seas. 
Before I quit you, 1 would have an inteniew with the merchant. 
A worse man might have fallen, and just now even a better man 
Diii^ht be spared. I hope no barm has come to him r 

^ He has shown the steadiness of his Holland lineage to-day. 
During ihe boarding he was u^fu! and cool." 

"It is well. Let the Alderman be summoned to the dock, 
for my time is limited, and I have much to say ^ 

The Skimmer paused, ft)r at that moment a fierce light glared 
upon the ocean, the ship, and all in it. The two seamen gazed 
at each other in »ilenei», and recoiled, as men recede before an 
unex])ected and fearful attack. But a bright and wavering light, 
which rtwe out of the forward hatch of the vesM»l, explained all. 
At the same moment, the deep stillness which, since the bustle 
of making sail had ceased, pervaded the ship, was broken >>y tlie 
appalling cry of " Fire !** 

The alarm which brinjys the blcxxl in the 8irift«>st cum^nt to a 
seaman*s heart, was now heard in the de]»ths of the ves^»l. The 
smothered sounds beK)w, the advancing uproar, and the rush on 
deck, with the awful summons in the oj»en air, sucr<»e«l«Nl each 
other with the rapidity of licrhtniniif. A do»»n voices repeated 
the word " the grenade T* pn>claiminir in a bn^ith bi»th the dan- 
ger and the cause. But an instant K'forn, the swelliiiu canvas, 
the dusky sj»ars, and the faint lin<*s of the ci>rda'je, w«ti> only to 
K* traced by the glimmering light of the Mars; now the wh«»le 
hamj>er of the ship was the more conspicuous fn>m the oliscuro 
background agaia«t which it was drawn in <listinct lin««s. The 
Mght was fearfully l>«»autiful ; — U^autiful, for it show«sl the syin- 
m<*try and fine outlini's of the vi-^vl's ritf. re*4'mMin7 the eflTtxrt 
of a gr«»up of statu.iry MM»n by torrh-lii;ht, — fearful, since the 
daHc void l^eyond S4'om(»d to dwlare thi'ir isolated and helple*i 
state. 
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There was one breathless, eloquent noomenty in which :ill 
were seen gazing at the grand spectacle in mute awe. — ^theo a 
voice rose, clear, distinct, and commanding, above the solivn 
sound of the torrent of lire, which was roaring among the ave> 
nues of the ship. 

*^ Call all hands to extinguish fire ! Gentlemen, to yonr sta- 
tions. Be cool, men ; and be silent V* 

There was a calmness and an authority in the tones of the 
young commander, that curbed the im[)etuous feelings of the 
startled crew. Accustomed to obedience, and trained to order, 
each man woke out of his trance and eagerly commenced the 
discharge of his allotted duty. At that instant, an erect and 
unmoved form stood on the coamings of the main-hatch. A 
hand was raised in the air, and the call whidi came from 
the deep chest was like that of one used to s|)eak in the 
tempest 

'' Where are my brigantincs ?*' it said— "" Come away there, 
my sea-dogs ; wet the light sails, and follow I** 

A group of grave and submissive mariners gathered about 
the ^ Skimmer of the Seas,^ at the sound of his voice. Glancing 
an eye over them, as if to scan their quality and number, he 
smiled with a look in which high daring and practised self-com- 
mand were blended with a constitutional galto de c«eur. 

^ One deck or two !"* — he added ; '' what avails a plank more 
or less, in an explosion ? — Follow T' 

The free-trader and his people disappeared in the interior of 
the ship. An interval of great and resolute exertion succeeded. 
Hhuikets sails and ever^-lliing which offered, and which pro- 
miiied to be of use, were wetted and cast upon the flames. T1u> 
engine was brought to bear, and the ship was deluged with wa- 
ter. But the contined space, with the heat and smoke, rendvivd 
it impofisible to ])enetrate to tliose i>arts of Uie vetssel where the 
conflagration raided. The ardor of the men abated as ho]ie 
]es<<>ned ; and after half an hour of fruiiK'ss exertion, Ludlow saw, 
with pain, that his .assistants began to yield to the inextinguish- 
able principle of nature. The ap|>eamnce of the Skimmer on 
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deck, followed by all his people, destroyed hope, aud eveiy 
effort ceased as suddenly as it had commenced. 

'' Think of your wounded/' whispered th«j free-trader, with a 
steadiness no danger could disturb. ^ We stand on a raging 
volcano I" 

^ I have ordered the gunner to drown the magazine.'' 

*^ lie was too late. The hold of the ship is a fiery fumnce. 
I heard him fall among the store-rooms, and it surpassed tlio 
power of man to give the wretch succor. Tlie grenade has fidl- 
en near some combustibles, and, painful as it is to part with a 
ship so loved, Ludlow, thou wilt meet the loss like a man! 
Think of thy wounded ; my boats are still hanging at the stem.** 

Ludlow reluctantly, but firmly, gave the order to bear the 
woundt^d to the boats. This was an arduous and delicate dutv. 
The smallest boy in the ship know the whole extent of the dan- 
gler, and that a moment, by the explosion of the |>owder, might 
pn*cipitate them all into eternity. The dock forwanl was ^c»t- 
tinjr Uh} hot to be onduro<l, and there wen? places even in which 
the boams had j^von symptoms of yioldinjr. 

Hut the poop, elovatod still above the tire, offered a momen- 
tarv rofujjo. niither all retired, while the weak and woim<K*d 
wore lowered with the caution circumstances would permit, into 
the whale-l)oats of the smui^jjlors. 

Ludlow stood at one latMor and the free-trader at the other, 
in order to bo certain that none proved n*creant in so trying a 
room(>nt. Xoar them were Alitla, S\'idrift, and the Alderman, 
with the attendants of the form^^r. 

It S4>em(*d an a«x<^ l>ofore this humane and tender duty was 
perft>rmod. At leiisjth the cry of ** all in T was uttered, in a 
manner to betray tho extent of the s4'lf-comniand that had been 
nocosaary to efftvt it. 

** Now, Alida, wo may think of thee !'* »aid Ltidlow, taming 
to the spot occupiini by the Hil«»nt heiross. 
And you T sh«» >ai«i, hositatini^ to move. 
Duty demands that I slnrnld U« tho la.Ht *' 

A sharp explosion beneath, and fmgmenti of fire flying u|>> 
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wards through a hatch, interrupted his words. Plunges into 
the sea, and a rush of the people to the boats, followed. AU 
cirdcr and authority were completely lost, in the instiuct of life. 
In vain did Ludlow call on his men to be cool, and to wait for 
those who were still above. His words were lost, in the uproar 
of clamorous voices. For a moment, it seemed, however, as if 
the Skimmer of the Seas would overcome the confusion. Throw- 
ing himself on a bidder, he glided into the bows of one of the 
boats, and, holding by the ropes with a vigorous arm, he resisted 
the efforts of all the oars and boat-hooks, while he denouoced 
destruction on him who dannl to quit the ship. Had not the 
two crews been mingled, the high authority and determined 
mien of the free-trader would have prevailed ; but while some 
were disposed to obey, otheis rsused the cry of ''throw the 
dealer in witchcraft into the sea !" — Boat-hooks were already 
|>oiuted at his breast, and th3 horrors of the fearful moment 
were about to bo increased by the violence of a mutinous cod- 
teiition, when a second ex[»losion nerved the arms of the rowen 
to madness. With a common and des|)eratc effort, they over- 
came all resistance. Swinging off upon the Imlder, the fiirioOH 
seaman saw the boat glide from his grasp, and depart The 
execration that was uttere<l, >>eneath the stem of tho (^oquette, 
was de<>p and ix>werful ; but, in another moment, the Skimmer 
stood on the poop, calm and undetected, in the centre of the de- 
serted group. 

^ The explosion of a few of the ofBcers* pistols has frightened 
the miscreants," he said cheerftilly. ** But hope is not yet lost! 
— ^Thov lintjer in the distance, and may ri»tuni T' 

The sight of the helpl(*s8 ]>arty on the |M>op, and the eon- 
sciousn<H« of b<*ing lesA expos^^d themselves, had indeed arrestetl 
the progress of the fugitive's. Still, s<'lli:»hm^s predominated ; 
and while mo(«t regret t^nl their dangi^r, none but the young and 
unhee^Unl midHhipmen, who were neither of an agi? nor of a rank 
to wield Hufticient authority, proposed to return. There was 
little anrument net^es^ary to show that the |H>rils increased at 
each mom4 t\X ; an<l finding that no oth<>r e\|^lient remained. 



THB WATER-WITOR. 427 

the gidlaiit youths encouraji^ the mon to [mil towards the land, 
inU'iidinfif th<'inM*lvos to return instantly to tlie amistanoe of 
thoir commandor and his friends. The oars dsislicd into the 
water apiin, and the retiring boats were soon lost to new in the 
hodv of darkness. 

While the fire had been n^jfin^ within, another element 
without had aided to lessen ho{)e for those who were abandoned. 
Tlie wind from tlie land had continual to rise, and, during the 
time lost in useless exertion, the ship had been permitted to run 
nearly Iwfore it "When hojie was jjone, tlie helm had N^en 
dc'serted, and as all the lower sails had lM>en hauled up to avoi<l 
tlie flames, the vessel had drifte<l many minutes nearly dead to 
leeward. ITie mistaken youths, who had ni>t atternhnl to the«» 
ciri'umstanoos, were already miles from that beach they ho|ied 
to reach so soon ; and ere the lioats had separated from tlie 
ship five minutes, they were hopelejv«*ly asunder. Ludlow ha<l 
early thouprht of tlie expedient of strnndini; the vessel as the 
means of savinjj her |»e<)ple; but his lx»tter knowl(M]<^ of 
their |xwition soon showed him the uttor futility of the 
attempt. 

< >f the prf>ijress of the flames Iwneath the mariners could only 
jufltje by ciri'unistanci's. The Skimmer ulaniNMl his eye alM>ut 
him, on repiinin<:i^ the |MM>p, anil ap|H*arrd to s^an the amount 
and quality of the physical fi»rci» that was »»till at their dt^jHP*:d. 
lie saw that the Alderman, the fiiithful Fran<;ois, and two of bin 
oi^n seann'U, with four of the |>f»lty oftic«»rs of the ship, remaint^d. 
The six latter, even in that moment of dt^fH^ration, had calmly 
nfiisiMl t4) di*MTt their c>flic»»rs. 

"The fl»m(>s are in the state-rot>ms T he whisj»ered to Lu<llow. 

•* Not further aft, I think, than the l>erths of the mid'^hipmeu 
— els#» we should hear more pi^.tols.'* 

•*True — they are fearful siirnals to lei as know the prt>i»Ti«a 
of the fire I — our n^sounv is a raft," 

Ludlow l<K»ktHl as if he d»'spain^l of the means, but, concealing 
the diseounii^njj fe.«ir, he ans\ver\Hl che*»rfully in the affirmative. 
The orders were instantly criveii, and all <»n U^ard cra^*e 
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themselves to the task, heart and hand. The danger was one 
that admitted of no ordinary or half conceived expedients ; but, 
in such an emergency, it required all the readiness of their art^ 
and even the greatness of that conception which is the property 
of genius. All distinctions of rank and authority had ceased, 
except as deference was paid to natural qualities and the intcUi* 
gence of experience. Under such circumstances, the ** Skimmer 
of the Seas " took the lead ; and though Ludlow caught hb 
ideas with professional quickness, it was the mind of the free- 
trader that controlled, throughout the succeeding exertions of 
that fearful night. • 

The cheek of Alida was^ blanched to a deadly paleness ; but 
there rested about the bright and wild eyes of Seadrifi, an 
expression of supernatural resolution. 

When the crew abandoned the hope of extinguishing the 
flames, they clo!«ed all the hatches, to retard the crisis as much 
as possible. Uere and there, however, little torch-like lights 
were beginning to show themselves through the planks, and the 
whole deck, forward of the main-mast, wjis already in a critical 
and sinking state. One or two of the beams had failed ; but^ as 
yet, the form of the construction was preserved. Still the 8cam«>n 
dlntrasted the treacherous footing ; and, had the heat permitU*d 
the experiment, they would have shrunk ^x>m a risk which at 
any unexpected moment mi^t commit them to the fiery fum^toe 
beneath. 

Tlie smoke ceased, and a clear, powerful light illuminated the 
ship to her trucks. In coii^^efjuence of the c:ire and exertions <»f 
her people, the sails and masts were yet untouched ; and a> the 
crracefui canvas swelled with the breeze, it still urged the blaring 
hull through the water. 

The form** of the Skimmer and his assistants were i-isibK in 
the midst of the gallant gear, perched on the giddy yard^. 
Si-en by that light, with hw j>eculiar attire, his firm and wrtain 
f.tep, and his resolute air, the free-trader rest»mblr'd some fanciM 
sea- god, who, secure in his immortal immunities, had come to 
uct his part in that awful but exciting trial of hardihood and 
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skill. Seconded bj the commoD men, he was employed in 
culling ihe canvas from ihe yards. Sail after sail fell upon the 
deck, and, in an incredibly short space of time, the whole of the 
fore-mast was naked to its spare and rif^frin^. 

In the meantime, Lndlow, asAisied by tlie Alderman and 
Francois, had not been idle below. Pashin^ forward bet«iH»n 
the empty rid^ropes, lanyard after lanyard partAsl under tlse 
blows of their Utile boardinji^-axc:). llie mat^t now de|>ended on 
the strength of the wood and the s«up|M>rt of a single backstay. 

** Lay down T shouted Ludlow. ^ All is ii^onc afl, but this 
stay r 

The Skimmer leaped upon the firm ro|M\ followed by all al«vft, 
and, ((lidin^ dowuwan^ he w«is instantly in tht* hammock-clotlis. 
A crash followed their de^^cent, and an explosion, which cauW 
tlie whole of the burning fabric to tremble to its centre, seemed 
to aimounce tlie end of all. Even tlie frei'-trader recoiled before 
tlie horrible din; but when he »Uxid near Sesa^lrifl and the 
heirei*s apiin, there was cho^^rfulness in liis tones, and a look of 
hi^h, and even of gay resmlution, in h» tirm countenance. 

*' The dei»k luis failed forwards,** he said« ** and our artillerv is 
bepnning to utter fearful sij^^al-guns ! Be of cluxr! — tho 
m:iirazine of a ship hes deep, and many sheathed bulkheads stiU 
prutcel us." 

Another discharge from a heati^d gun, however, pnjclaimed 
the rapid progress of Uie flameii. Tlie fire brL>ke out of the inte* 
rior anew, and the forenutsl kindled. 

^* There must be an end of tlii^T said Alida, clasping her 
hantls in a terror that could not Ite e«»iitn>ll«Hl. **S:ive vour- 
selvoH, if |iossible, you who liave ^tn•ngth and i*ouragi>, and leavo 
us to the mercv of Him whofH* eve In ovor all !'* 

''(iof added Sfadrift, wh<>!«* *«•% ci»uM no lonjf^^r U» 
concoahHl. ** Human couravje am do no more ; leave us to die T 

Ihe l<K>ks that were n^tumtHl t4> thi'se sad requests, mere 
m4*lanclioly, but unniovod. The Skimmer caught a ro|ie, and 
StiU holding it in his hand, he de^viide<I to the quart^T-deck, 
on which he at tirst truMed his w«»iglit with j**alotts cantioiL 
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Then looldng up, he smiled encouragingly, and said, — ** Where 
a gun stiU stands, there is no danger for the weight of a man P 

^It is our only resource," cried Ludlow, imitating his 
example. ^* On, my men, while the beams will still hold us.** 

In a moment, all were on the quarter-deck, though the 
excessive heat rendered it impossible to remain stationary an 
instant A gun on each side was run in, its tickles loosened, 
and its muzzle pointed towards the tottering, unsupported, but 
still upright foremast 

*^Aim at the elects T' said Ludlow to the Skimmer, who 
pointed one gun, while he did the same oflSce at the other. 

"" Hold r' cried the latter. '' Throw in shot—it is but the 
chance between a buntting gun and a lighted magaane T 

Additional balls were introduced into each piece, and then, with 
steady hands, the gallant mariners applied burning brands to the 
priming. The discharges were simultaneous, and ibran instant, 
volumes of smoke rolled along the deck and seemed to trium|>h 
over the conflagration. The rending of wood was audible* It 
was followed by a sweeping noise in the air, and the fall of the 
fore-mast, with all its burden of s|)ars, into the sea. The motion 
of the ship was instantly arrested, and, as the heavy timbers 
were still attached to the bowsprit by the forward stays, her 
head came to the wind, when the remaining topsails fli^>ped, 
shivered, and took aback. 

The vessel was now, for the first time during the fire, station- 
ar}% The common mariners profited by the circumstance ; and, 
darting past the mounting flame along the bulwarks, they gained 
the top gaUantrlorecastle, which, though heated, was yet 
untouched. The Skimmer glanced an eye about him, and 
sei>diig Seadrift by the waist, as if the mimic seaman had been 
a child, he pushed forward between the ridge-ropes. Ludlow 
followed with Alida, and tlie others imitated their examfJe in 
tlie best manner thev could. All readied the head of the 
ship in safety ; though Ludlow had been driven by the flames 
into the fonvchannels, and thence neariy into the sea. 

The petty officers were already on the floating spnia. 
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sepaniting them from each other, cutting away the unneoeflsary 
weight of rigging, bringing the several partA of the wood io 
parallel lines, and lashing them anew. £ver and anon, thofto 
rapid movements were quickened by one of those fearful signals 
from the officers* berths, which, by announcing the progress of 
the flamce beneath, betrayed their increasing proximity to the 
still slumbering volcano. Hie boats had been gone an hour, 
yet it seemed, to all in the ship, but a minute. The conflat^ra- 
tion had, for the last ten minutes, advanced with renewed fury ; 
and the whole of the confined flame^ which had been so long 
pent in the depths of the vessel, now glared high in the open air. 

^ This heat can no longer bo borne,'* said Ludlow, *' we must 
to our raft for breath/' 

** To the raft then T returned the choorfhl voice of the fn?e- 
trader. ^llnul in upon your fa^ men, and stand by U> 
receive the precious freight'* 

The seamen olieyed. Alida and her companions were 
lowered safely to the place prepared for their rutvption. The 
fore-mast liad gone over the side witli all its spars aloft ; fur 
preparation had IxM^n mado^ before tlie tire cororaem>Ml, to carry 
sail to the utmost in order to cstcafM* the enemy. The skilful 
and active seamen, dirccU'd and aidini by Ludlow and the 
Skimmer, had made a simple but happy dlH{io8ition of thtwe 
buoyant materials on which tlicir all now do|iend«^ In st'ttliug 
in the water, the yards, still cross^Hl, had hapf»ily fiillen up|>er- 
most. The booms and all the light ^[mn had \u^*n floated near 
the top, and hiid across, reaching from the lower to the U»|isaiU 
yard. A few light spars, stowed outlkoard, ha«l been cut away 
and added to the number, and the whole were spcunnl with the 
readiness and ingenuity of seamen. On the fiiKt alarm of fire, 
some of the crew had soiled a few lii^ht articles that would float, 
and rushed to the head, as tlie phuM« most n*moto from tho 
magaane, in the blind hope of »a\inif hfo by swimming. Moftt 
of these article's had been di'^n^rted when the peopU* wert» ml lied 
U> exeKion by their officers. A ct>uplo of empty shot-boxes 
and A raess-cht'st were omong thorn, and on tho Utter were 
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Msated the females, while the fonner served to keep their feet 
from the water. As the arrangement of the spars forced the 
principal roa<^t entirely beneath the element, and the ship was 
so small as to need little artificial work in her masting, the part 
around the top, which contained the staging, was scarcely 
submerged. Although a ton in weight was added to the 
inherent gra\nty of the wood, still, as the latter was of the 
lightest description, and freed as much as possible of every- 
thing that was unnecessary to the safety of those it supported, 
the spars floated sutliciently buoyant for the temporary secnrity 
of the fugitives. 

*^ Cut the fasts I'^ said Ludlow, involuntarily starting at 
several explosions in the interior, which followed each other io 
quick succession, and which were succeeded by one which sent 
fragments of burning wood into the air. ^ Cut, and bear the 
j^ft ofl* the ship! — God knows we have need to be furtlier 
iisundcr I" 

" Cut not T' cried the half-frautic Seadrift— ** My brave !— my 
devoted ! " 

^Is safe, — ^ calmly said the Skimmer, appearing in the 
rattlins of the main-rigc^ing, which wan still untouched by the 
fire — ^ Cut oflf all ! I stay to brace the mizen-topsail more firmly 
aback."" 

The duty was done, and for a moment the fine figure of the 
free-trader was seen standing on the edge of tlie buroing ship, 
looking with regret at the glowing mass. 

^ Tis the end of a lovely craft !'" he said, loud enough to be 
heard by those beneath. Then he appeared in the air ami 
sank into the sea — ^ The last signal was from the ward-rooni/' 
added the dauntless and dexterous mariner as he rose from tin' 
water, and, sliaking the brine fnim his head, he took hb plaw 
on the stage — ^ Would to (jod the wind would blow, ^ ne 
h«%'e need of greater distance !" 

Tlie precaution the frco-tmder had taken in ailjusting the 
sails, was not without itn uac. Motion the raft had none, but 
OS tlie t<>]isnik of the Coquette were still aback, the flaming 
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mass, no longer arrested by the clogn in the water, began 
slowly to separate from the floating spars, though the 
tottering and half-barnt masts threatened, at each moment, 
to fall. 

Never did momeutA seem so long as those which suc- 
ceeded. Kven the Skimmer and Ludlow watched in speechless 
interest, the tardy movements of the ship, l^y littio and little 
she receded ; and, after ten minutes of intense expectation, the 
•eamen, whose anxiety had increased as their exertions ended, 
began to breathe more freely. They were still fearfully near 
the dangerous fabric, but destruction from the explu^ion was no 
longer inevitable. The flames began to glide upwards, and the 
heavens ap])eared on fire, as one heated sail after another kin* 
died and flared wildlv in the breez4.>. 

Still the stem of the vo«s*»l was entire. The bodv of the 
master was seated against the mizen-mast, and even the stem 
visage of the old seaman was distinctly visible, under the broad 
light of the conflagration. Ludlow gazed at it in melancholy, 
and for a time he oi'nsod to think of his ship, tthile memory 
dwelt, in sadness, on those scones of bi>yish happtnoM, and i«f 
professional pleasures, in which liis ancient shipmate had s«> 
Urgf'ly ])articipatod. The roar of a gim, wh<K*e stream of fire 
flashed nearly to their facias and Uie sullen whistling of \U shot, 
which cros5*ed the raft, failed to awaken him from h» trance. 

•* Stand firm to the mess-cliost !" half-whispered the Skim« 
mer, motioning to his companions to place themselves in atti- 
tudes to sup]K>rt the weaker of their party, while, with sedofeua 
care« he braced his own athletic person in a manner to throw 
all of its weiLrlit and strength against the seat ^ Stand firm, 
and bo readv I" 

Ludlow complied, thoui^h his eye scarce chantred ita direc- 
tion. Ho HAW the bright flame that was rising above the arm* 
chest, and ho faiiciod that it came from the funeral pile of the 
young Ihimont, wIu)m» fute, at that moment^ he was almost dis- 
posed to envy, llien his look retumod to the grim ooonte* 
nance of TryaaiL At momeots, it seemed as if the dead master 

10 
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spoke ; and so strong did the illusion become, that our young 
sailor more than once bent forward to listen. While under ibm 
delusion, the body rose, with the arms stretched upwards. Hie 
air was filled with a sheet of streaming fire, while the ocean and 
the heavens glowed with one glare of intense and fiery red. 
Notwithstanding the precaution of the ^* Skimmer of the Seas,** 
the chest was driven from its place, and those by whom it waft 
held were nearly precipitated into the water. A deep, heavy 
detonation proceeded as it were from the boeom of the sen, 
which, while it wounded the ear less Uian the sharp expluaon 
that had just before issued from the gun, was audible at the 
distant capes of the Delaware. The body of Trysail sailed 
upwards for fifty fathoms, in the centre of a flood of flame, and, 
describing a short curve, it came towards the raft, and cut the 
water within reach of the captain's arm. A sullen plunge of a 
gun followed, and proclaimed the tremendous }K>wer of the 
explosion ; while a ponderous yard fell athwart a part of the 
raft, swoepinrr away the four petty ofiicers of Ludlow, as if they 
had been dust dri\'ing before a gale. To increase the wikl 
and fearful grandeur of the dissolution of the royal cruiser, one 
of the cannon emitted its fiery contents while sailing in tho 
void. 

The burning spars, the falling fragroentB, the blazing and 
scattered canvas aod cordage, the glowing shot, and all the torn 
particles of the ship, were seen descending. Then followed the 
gurgling of the water, as the ocean swallowed all that remained 
of the cnuser which had so long been the pride of the American 
seas. The fiery glow disappeared ; and a gloom Uke that which 
suooeeds the glare of \ivid lightning, fell on the scene 
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CIIAIIER XXXIII. 

^ It is past V raid tho ** Skimmer of the Seas,** raising him- 
M'\( from tho attitude of great muscular exertion, which he had 
asflomed in order to support the mess-chest, and walking out 
along the sitifrlo mast, towards the siK>t whence the four seamen 
of Ludlow had jast Wn swoj>t. '* It is inist ! and those who 
are called to the la<^t account have met their fate in such a 
scene as none but a seaman may witness ; while Uioso who are 
spared, have n<*ed of all a seainanV skill and r<*sulution for that 
which remains. Captain Ludlow, I do not d<'<«i)air; for, see, 
the ladj of the brigantine has still a smile fi)r her servitors T 

Ludlow, who had followed the st«'ady and daring fh^e-trader 
to the place where the spar had fallen, turned and cast a look 
in tlie direction in which the other stretchtni his arm. Within a 
hundred fi'ot of him, he saw the inia<^» of the s«»a-{jreen lady, 
rocking on the agitaU>d water, and turned toward^ the raft i*ith 
its usual expression of wild and malicious intellijyi^nce. This 
embl<>m of their fancieil mistress had htH*n borne in front of the 
smusTiflers, when they mount4Hl the |»oop of the (.\Kjuetto ; and 
the ste<*le4i staff on which the lantern was |)erched, had bren 
*tuck into a horse-bucket bv the standard-lxsirpr of the moment^ 
ere lie enti»r«'<l the nit^liV of the combat. 1 hiring the omfli^rra- 
tion, this obj<H*t had more than ono» met the e\e of Ludlow; 
and now it apfH^ared flt>:Uiti<; <piietly by him, in a manner 
almost to shake rvon \m contempt for the onlinar}* sufH^rstitions 
of seamen. While he lu^itatetl in what m:mner he should 
reply to his com|winion*s rvmark. the latu*r plung^^ into the 
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sea, and swain towards the light He was soon by the side of 
the raft ag;iiu, bearing aloft the symbol of his brigantinc. 
There are none so firm in the dominion of reason, ns to be 
entirely superior to the secret impulses which teach us all to 
believe in the hidden agency of a good or an e\il fortune. The 
voice of tlie free-trader was more cheerful, and his step more 
sure and elastic, as he crossed the stage and struck the amed 
end of the staff into that part of the top-rim of the Coquette 
which floated uppermost 

** Courage !" he gaily cried, " While this light bums, my 
star is not set I Coum<;e, lady of the land ; for here is one of 
the deep waters, who still looks kindly on her followers ! Wo 
are at sea, on a frail craft it is certain, but a dull sailer may 
make a sure passage. — Speak, gallant Master Seadrift : tbj 
gaiety and spirit should revive under so goodly an omen V* 

But the agent of so many pleasant masquerades, and the 
instrument of so much of his artifice, had not a fortitude equal 
to the buoyant temper of the smu^ler. The oomiterfeit bowed 
his head by the side of the silent Alida, without a reply. Hie 
•* Skimmer of tlie Seas " regarded the group, a moment, with 
manly interest ; and, touching the arm of Ludlow, he walked, 
with a balancing step, along the s])ars, until they had reached 
a spot where they might confer without causing unnecessary 
alarm to their companioas. 

Although so imminent and so pressing a danger as that of 
the exploe^ion had passed, the situation of those who had escaped 
was scareelv better than that of those who had been lost llie 
heavens showed a few glimmering stars in the openings of the 
clouds ; and now that the fir»t contrast of the change had le»> 
sened, there was just enough of light to render all the fealmea 
of their actual state gloomily imposing. 

It has been said that the fore-mast of the Coquette went by 
the board, with most of its hamper aloft The saiU, with such 
portion of the rigging as might help to sustain it, had been 
hastily cut away as rebted ; and after its fall, until the momenl 
of the explosion, the common men had been engaged, either in 
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eecuriug the sta^ng, or in clearing the wreck of thot^ heavy 
ropes which, usoh^s as fasteningn, only added to the wei^rht of 
the mass. The whole wn^ck \nj upon the Aea, with the yards 
creased and in their places, much as the span had fttood. The 
large booms had been uashipped, and laid in such a manner 
around Uie top, with the ends resting on the lower and top-sail 
yards, as to form the foundation of the staging. The smaller 
l)ooms, with the mess-chost and shot-boxes, were all that lay 
between the group in the centre, and the depths of the ocean. 
The upper part of the to[>-rim rose a few feet above the water, 
and formed an imi)ortant protection against the night-breeze and 
the constant washinjr of the wav#^. In this manner were the 
females seated, cautioned not to trast their feet on the frail secu- 
rity of the booms, and supjK>rt4Hl by the unremitttinij care of 
the Alderman. Francois had submitted to l)e lashe<l to the 
top by one of the brigan tine's seamen ; while the latter, all of 
the common herd who remained, encoam!::ed by the presence 
of their standard-light, began to occupy themselves in looking 
to the fastenings and other securities of the raA. 

" We are in no condition for a lonij or an active cruise. Cap- 
tain Ludlow,^ said the Skimmer, when he and his companion 
were out of hearing. ** I have bivn at sea in all weathers, and 
in every di'scription of craft ; but this is the boKle-t of my 
ex)>eriments on the water. I hojie it may not be the la^t !** 

'* Wo cannot conct»al from ours*»lvos the fright ftil h.izanls we 
run," n'tumo<l Ludlow, " howe%*er much we mav wish tliem to 
Im? a secret to some amonsf us." 

" This is trulv a d«^»rti»d soa to be abroad in, on a raft ! 
Were we in the narrow passa:^^ b»»tween the British islands 
and the Main, or even in the Bi^jay waters there would be ho|»e 
that some trader or ronnj; crui*<T might cn»*s our track ; but 
our chan«» here lit*s mucli !K»twe*Mi tho Fn^nchman and the 
brigantino.'* 

** The eiiomy has, doubile^^ *<H»n and heard the explosion, 
and, as the land is so near, they will infer that the people are 
saved in tJie boats. Our chance of seeing more of them is much 
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diminished by the accident of the fire, since there will no longer 
be a motive for remaining on the coast" 

** And will your young officers abandon their captain without 
a search ?" 

** Hope of aid from that quarter is faint The ship ran milef^ 
while in flames, and, before the light returns, these span will 
have drifted leagues, with the ebbing tide, to seaward.** 

" Truly, I have suled with better auguries r* observed the 
Skimmer — '^ What are the bearings and distance of the land V 

** It still lies to the north, but we are fiist setting east and 
southerly. Ere morning we shall be abeam of Montauk, or even 
beyond it ; we must already be some leagues in the offing.*' 

^ That is worse than I had imagined ! — but there is hope on 
the flood !" 

" The flood will bear us northward again — but — wliat think 
you of the heavens ?** 

" Unfavorable, though not desperate. Hie sea breeie will 
return with the sun.** 

** And with it will return the swell I How lonsr will these 
ill-secured spars hold together, when agitated by the heave of 
the w^ater ? Or, how long will those with us bear up against 
the wash of the sea, ua<tupported by nourishment ?" 

''You paint in gloomy colors. Captain Ludlow,*' said the 
free-trader, drawing a heavy breath, in sj»ite of all his resolution. 
"My exi>orionce tells me you are right, though my wishes 
would fain contradict you. Still, I think we have the promise 
of a tranquil nicrht*' 

^ Tranquil for a ship, or even for a boat ; but hazardous to a 
raft like this. You see that tliis top-mast already works in the 
cap at each heave of the water, and as the wood loosens, oar 
Hocuritv lessens.** 

" Tliy counsel is not flattering ! Captain Ludlow, you are a 
seaman and a man, and I shall not attempt to trifle with your 
knowlod^jfo. With you, I tliink the danger imminent, and 
almost our only hope dependent on the good fortune of my 
brigrmtine." 



THE WATBR-WITCII. 430 

** Will tho8«) in her think it tlieir duty to quit their ancho^ 
n^e, to come in quest of a rafi whose existence is unknown to 
them?" 

^' There is hope in the vi^Uncc of her of the sea-greon 
mantle I You may deem this fimciful, or even wone, at such a 
moment; but I, who have run so many gauntlets under hei 
favor, have &ith in her fortunes. Surely, you arc not a seaman. 
Captain Ludlow, witliout a secret dependence on some unseen 
and potent agency V^ 

^ My dependence is placed in the agency of Him who is all- 
potent, but never visible. If lie forget us, we may indeed 
despair !*' 

'^This 18 well, but it is not the fortune I would exprpMv. 
13elie%'o me, spite of an education which teaches all you have 
said, and of a reason that is often too clear for folly, there is a 
secret reliance on hidden chances, that has been created by a life 
of activity and hazard, and which, if it should do nothing bc^tter, 
does not abandon me to despair. The omen of the light and 
the smile of my mistross would cht^er me, spite of a thousand 
philosophew T 

**• You are fortunate in purchasing consolation so cheaply,*^ 
returned the commander of Quoon Anne, who felt a latent h(>|)C 
in his companion's confidence that he would have hesitati^ to 
acknowledge. ^ I see but little that we can do to aid our 
chances, except it be to clear away all unmn^'s^ry weight, and 
to secure the raft as much as )K>s.Hible by additional lashiniT*.*^ 

The *• Skimmer of the Sea^" asM»nt<Hi t4) the pit>iMvuil. C^on- 
suiting a moment longer, on the detaib of tluMr ex|MMlients they 
rejoined the group near the top, in order to soe them ox<'cut4Hl. 
As the seamen on the raft were reduc^Hl to the two |Hople of 
the brigantine, Ludlow and his companion were obhgetl to assist 
in the |H?Hi>rmanoe of the duty. 

Much UM^le^s n£j«^ng, that addtnl to tln» pn*v»ure without 
aiding the buoyancy of tlie raft, was cut awny ; and all the 
boom-irons were knocked off the yards, and sufien^ to descend 
to the bottom of the ocean. By these means a great weight 
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waft taken from the raft, which in consequence floated with so 
much additional power to sustain those who depended on it far 
life. The Skimmer, accompanied by his two silent but obedient 
seamen, ventured along the attenuated and submerged spars to 
the extremity of the tapering mastR, and after toiling with the 
dexterity of men accustomed to deal with the complicated 
machinery of a ship in the darkest nights, they succeeded io 
Incasing the two smaller masts with their respective yards, and 
in floating them down to the body of the wreck, or the part 
around the top. Here the sticks were crossed in a manner to 
give great additional strength and footing to the stage. 

There was an air of hofie, and a foeling of increased security, 
in this employment Even the Alderman and Francois aided 
in the task, to the extent of their knowledge and force. But 
when these alterations were made, and additional hishings had 
been applied to keej) the topmast and the larger yards in their 
places, Ludlow, by joining those who were around the mast-head, 
tacitly admitted that little more could be done to avert the 
chances of the elements. 

During the few hours occupied in this important duty, Alidn 
and her companion addressed them.«elves to God in long and 
fervent petitions. With woman s &ith in that dinne being 
who alone could avail them, and with woman's high mental 
fortitude in moments of protracted trial, they had both known 
how to control the exhibition of their terrors, and had sought their 
support in the same appeal to a power supen<ir to all of earth. 
Ludlow was, therefore, more than rewarded by the !H>und of 
Alidads voice, speaking to him cheerfully, as she thanked him 
for what he had done, when he had admitted that he could now 
do no more. 

" Tlie rost is with Providence T add«»d Alida, " -Vll that bold 
and skilful seamen can do haw ye done ; and all that woman in 
such a situation can do, have we done in vour behalf r* 

m 

^ Thou ha«t thoui^ht of me in thy prayers, Alida ! It is an 
intercession that the stoutest needs, and which none but the 
fool deride^*." 
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*^ And thou, Eudon I thou hast remembered him who qoietR 
the watera T said a deep voice near the bending form of the 
counterfeit Soadrift 

" I have." 

^ Tis well — ^There are points to which manhood and expe- 
rience may pass, and there are those where all is left to one 
mightier than the elements T' 

Words hke these, coming from the lips of one of tlio known 
character of the " Skimmer of the Soas,^ were not given to the 
winds. Even Ludlow cast an uneasy look at the heavenn, when 
they came upon his ear, as if they conveyed a secret notice of 
the whole extremity of the danger by which they were enrironinL 
None answered; and a long silence succeeded, during which 
some of the more fiUigued slumbered uneasily, spite of their 
fearful situation. 

In this manner did the night pass in weariness and anxiety. 
Little was said, and for hours scarce a limb was moved, in the 
group that clustered around the mess-chest* As the signs of 
day appeared, however, every faculty was keenly awake to 
catch the first signs of what they had to ho|)e, or the first 
certainty of what they had to fear. 

The surfiioe of the ocean was still smooth, though the lonj^ 
swells in which the element was heaving and setting, sufl5ci<*nt]y 
indicated that the raft had floated fiur from the Und. This fiict 
was rendered sure when the light, which foon appeared along 
the eastern margin of the narrow view, was shis) gradually over 
the whole horizon. Nothing was at fint visible but ono gloomy 
and vacant waste of water. But a cry of joy from Seadrift, 
whose senses had long been practised in ocean sights, soon 
drew all eyes in the direction opposite to tliat of the ri^ini^ »an, 
and it was not long before all on the low rail had a liew of the* 
snowy surfaces of a ship^s sails, as the glow of momini^ touched 
the canvas. 

"^ It is the Frenchnun T said the free-trader. "* lie is chari- 
tably looking for the wreck of his kte enemy T 

"* It may be sa for our fete can be no secret to him,** was the 

19^ 
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answer of Ludlow. *' Unhappily, we had run some disUnce 
from the anchorage, before the flames broke out Tnilj, those 
with whom we so hitcly struggled for life, are bent on a duty of 
humanity." 

**Ah, yonder is his crippled consort! — ^to leeward many a 
league. The gay bird has been too sadly stripped of its 
plumage to fly so near the wind ! This is man^s fortune ! He 
uses his power, at one moment, to destroy the very means that 
become necessary to his safety the next*^ 

*' And what think you of our hopes ?^ asked Alida, search- 
ing in the countenance of Ludlow a clue to their (ate. ^ Does 
the strangor move in a <lirect]on fitvorable to oar wishes f 

Neither Ludlow nor the Skimmer replied. Both regarded 
the frigate intently ; then, as objects became more distinct, both 
answered by a common inpuLse, that the ship was steering 
directly towards them. The declaration excited general hope, 
and even the ne<rress was no longer restrained by her 
situation from expressing her joy in vociferous exclamations of 
delight 

A few minutes of active and ready exertion succeeded. A 
light boom was unlashcd from the raft and raisAd on its end, 
supporting a little signal, made of the handkerehiefii of the 
party, which fluttorrd in the light breeze at the elevation of 
some twenty foot above the surface of the water. After this 
precaution was obserx'od, they were obliged to await the resah 
in such patience as they could assume. Minute passed after 
minute, and, at each moment, the form and proportions of the 
ship became more distinct, until all the mariners of the party 
declared they could distin^^iish men on her yards. A cannon 
would have readily S4>nt its shot from the ship to the raft, yet 
no i^ign botrayod the consciousness of those in the tbrmor of the 
proximity of the lattor. 

" I do not like his* manner of steerinjj T obs*^r%*e<l the Skinuner 
to the silont and attentive Ludlow. ** lie yaws broadly, as if 
di8|>iihod to give up tlic search. God f^nt him the heart to 
roiUinue on his course ten minutes longer T 
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"* Have wo no mena^ of making otiKclvai heard C demanded 
the Alderman. '* Mcthinks the voice of a strong man might be 
scot thuA (kr acn>ss the water when life w at stake.'* 

The more cx|X'rienced shook their heads : but, not discouraged, 
the burgher raised his voice with a power that was sustained by 
the imminencj of the peril. He was joined by the seamen, 
and even Ludlow lent his aid, until all were hoamo with the 
fruitless effort Men were evidently aIo(t, and in some numbers, 
searching the ocean with their eyes, but i^till no answering 
signal came from the vesseL 

The ship continued to approach, and the raft was leas than 
half a mile from her bows, when the vast fabric suddenly 
receded from tlie breeze, showed the whole of its glittering 
broadside, and, swinging its yards betrayed by its new |K>«ition 
that the search in that direction w^as abandoned. The 
instant Ludlow saw the filling-o(f of the firigate^s bowa, he 
cried — 

** Now rai»e your voices together ; — this is the final chance P* 

They uniUnl in a common shout, with the exception of the 
"Skimmer of the S(»as," The Litti»r leaned agaiant the top 
with folded arms listening to their im|K>tent etfortii with a 
meUncholy smile. 

"It M well attempted,** said the calm and extraordinary 
seaman when the clamor had ceased, advancing along the mft 
and motionin;^ for all to K' silent; *'but it has failed. The 
nvnnirintr of the yards And the orders (^ven in wearing ship, 
would pn»vent a stronger sound from being audible to men so 
nctivi'ly employed. I flatter none with ho|ie, but this is truly 
the moni»nt for a final effort** 

He plac >d \m hands to hw mouth« and« disregardinir words 
he raised a cry so clear, so |M)worful, and y«*t m> full, that it 
seemed imfKywible thos«* in the v(*nh4>1 should mit hear it 
Thrice did he n*peat the expt^riment though it was evident that 
each succewive exertion was AN>bler than the last 

"They hear!** critsl .\lidn. "There is a movem'*nt in tl*» 
sails!** 
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'' Tis the breeze freshening/' answered Ludlow, in sadness, 
at her side. *' Each moment takes them away !*^ 

The melancholy truth was too apparent for denial, and for 
half an hour the retiring ship was watched in the bitterness of 
disappointment. At the end of that time, she fired a guD« 
spread additional canvas on her wide booms and stood away 
before the wind, to join her consort, whose upper sails were 
already dipping to the surface of the sea, in the soutliem board. 
With this change in her movements, vanished all expectation of 
succor from the cruiser of the enemy. 

Perhaps, in every situation of life, it is necessary that hope 
should be first lessened by disappointment, before the buoyancy 
of the human mind will permit it to descend to the level of an 
evil fortune. Until a frustrated effort teaches him the difficulty 
of the attempt, he who has fallen may hope to rise agmn ; and 
it is only when an exertion has been made with lessened roeana, 
that we learn the value of advantages, which have perhaps been 
long enjoyedf with a very undue estinoate of their importanee. 
Until the stem of the French frigate was seen retiring from the 
raft, those who were on it had not been fully sensible of the extreme 
danger of their situation. noi>e had been strongly excited bj 
the return of dawn ; for while the shadows of night lay on the 
ocean, their situation resembled that of one who strove to pieroe 
the obscurity of the future, in order to obtain a presage of 
better fortunes. With the light had come the distant saiL 
As the day advanced, the ship had approached, relinquished her 
search and disappeared, without a prospect of her return. 

The stoutest heart among the group on the raft began to sink 
at the gloomy fate which now seemed inevitable. 

** Here is an e\i\ omen T whispered Ludlow, directing his 
companion's eyes to the dark and pointed fins of three or four 
sharks, that were gliding above the surface of the water, and in 
so fearful a proximity to their persons, as to render their situa- 
tion on the low sjiars, over which the water was washing and 
retiring at eadi rise and fall of the waves, doubly dangerooa.— 
" Tlie creatures' instinct speaks ill for our hopes T 



THX WATXR-WITOa. 446 

^ There is a belief among ieamcn, that these animak feel a 
Mcret impulse, which dircctA litem to their prey/' returned tlic 
Skimmer. ^* But fortune may yet balk them. R4>gerAoii T call* 
tng to one of his followers ; — '' thy |X)ckeU are rarely wanting 
in a fishermaii^s tackle. Uast thou, haply, line and hook, for 
these hungry miscreants ? The question is getting narrowed to 
one in which the simplest philosophy is the wisest When eat 
or to be eaten, is the mooted point, most men will decide for 
the former." 

A hook of suflicient size was soon produced, and a line waa 
quietly provided from some of the small cordage that still 
remained about the masts. A piece of leather, torn from a spar, 
answered for tlie bait; and the lure was thrown. Extreme 
hunger seemed to engross the voracious animals, who darted at 
the imaginaiy prey with the rapidity of lightning. The shock 
was so sudden and \iolent, that the hapless mariner was drawn 
from his slippery and precarious footing into the sea. The 
whole passed with a frightful and alarming rapidity. A com- 
mon cry of horror was heard, and the last despairing (glance of 
the fidlen man was witnessed. The mutilated body floated for 
an instant in its blood, with the look of agony and terror still 
imprinted on the conscious countenance. At the next moment^ 
it had become food for the monsters of the sea. 

All had passed away, but the deep dye on the surfiiwe of the 
ocean. The gorged fish disappeared: but the dark spot re- 
mained near the immovable raft, as if placed there to warn the 
sur\ ivors of their fate. 

^ This is horrible T said Ludlow. 

*^ A sail !** shouted the Skimmer, whose voice and tone, bmJc* 
ing in on that moment of intense horror and apprehension, 
sounded like a cry from the heavens. ^ My gallant brigantine T* 

^ (iod grant she como with lk>ttor fortune than those who 
have so latelv U*(i us I** 

** God grant it, truly ! If this hc^ie fail there is none left 
Few pass here, and we have had suflScient pmof thai our top- 
gallants are not so lofty as to catch every eyeJ' 
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All attention was now bestowed on the white speck which 
was \i8ible on the margin of the ocean, and which the ^ Skim- 
mer of the Seas" confidently pronounced to be the Water^ Witch. 
None but a seaman could have felt this certainty ; for, seen frona 
Uie low raft, there was little else to be distingu^ed but the 
heads of the upper saib. The direction too was un&Torable, as 
it was to leeward ; but both Ludlow and the free-trader aasnied 
their companions, that the vessel was endeavoring to beat in 
with the land. 

The two hours that succeeded lin<rered Uke days of misery. 
So much de|)ended on a variety of events, that every circum- 
stance was noted by the seamen of the {tarty, with an interest 
bordering on agony. A failure of the wind might compel the 
vessel to remain stationary, and then both brigantine and raft 
would be at the mercy of the uncertain currents of the ocean ; 
a change of wind might cause a change of course, and render a 
meeting impossible ; an increase of the breexe might cause de- 
struction, even before the succor could come. In addition to 
these obvious hazard;*, there were all the chances which were 
dependent on the fact that the people of the brigantine ha^ 
every reason to believe the fate of the party was already sealed. 

Still fortune seemed propitious ; for the breeie, though steady, 
was li«;ht, the intention of the vessel was evidently to past 
!4ome where near them, and the hope that their object waa search, 
so strong and plausible, as to exhilarate every bosom. 

At the expiration of the time named, the brigantine passed 
the raft to leeward and so near as to render the smaller objeds 
in her rigginjy distinctly visible. 

'* The faithful fellows are looking for us T* exclaimed the free> 
trader, with stron<r emotion in his voice. ^ They are men to 
scour the coast ere they abandon us T 

** They pass us — wave the signal — it may oatch their eyes T* 

The little flag was unheeded, and, after so long and so intense 
expectation, the party on the raft had the pain to see the swift- 
moring ve!v<<*l glide pa«t them, and drawing so fkr ahead as to 
leave little hojie of her return. Tlie heart of eiren the ** Skimmer 
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of the Seaa'* appeared to sink within him, at the diflappoiiit- 
ment 

** For in}'8^1f, I care not,** said the stout mariner, moorniullj. 
** Of what conM»quencc is it, in what sea, or on what voyage, a 
seaman p^oefl hito his watery tomb ! — ^but for thee, my hapless 
and pUyfu] Eudora, I could wish another fiUe — ^ha ! — she tacks ! — 
the he&'ffroen lady has an instinct for her children, alter all T 

Tlie brigantine was in stays. — In ten or fiftec^n minutes more 
ihe vessel was aj^n abeam of the raft, and to windwanL 

^ If she iiass us now, our chance is gone, without a shadow of 
hoi>e,^ snid the Skimmer, motioning solemnly for silence. Then, 
applying his hands to his mouth, he shouted, as if doapair lent 
a giant *s volume to his lungs — 

- Ho ! The Water-Witch ahoy ?' 

The last word issued from his lips with the clear, audible cry, 
that the {leculiar sound is intended to produce. It ap|)eared 
as if the conscious little Itark knew its commander^s voice ; for 
its course changed slightly, as if the fabric were [KKsessed of the 
consciousness and faculties of lif«\ 

" Ho ! The Water- Witdi— ahoy !" shouted the Skimmer, 
with a still mightier effort 

^ Ililloa r came down faintlv on the breeze, and the direction 
of the brigantine again altered. 

"The Water- Witch !— the Water- Witch !— ahoy T broke out 
of the li()s of the mariner of the shawl, with a supernatural 
force, — the la&t cry being drawn out, till he nho uttered it sank 
back exhausted with the effort. 

The words w<Te still ringing in the ears of the breathl«*« 
party on the raft, when a h«^avy shout swept across the water. 
At the next moment the b(K>ro of the brigantine swung off, and 
her narrow bows were Mvn pointing towards the little U'nct>n of 
white that played above the 94\i. It was but a moment, but it 
was a moment pn^gnant with a thousand hofies and fears, beforv 
the beautiful craft was gliding within fifty fc^t of the top. In 
less than ^\o minutes, the sjtars of the (\M]uette were floating 
CD the wide oi*ian, tin|MH>p1ed and abandoned. 
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The fint Betuation or the " Skimmer of the Seas," wh«n his 
foot touched the deck of his brignDtine, might have been one cf 
deep and intense gratitude. He was uleot, and Meminglj op- 
pressed at the throat. Stepping along the planks, he call an 
eye aloft, and struck his hand powerfully on the capstan, in a 
maoi]«' that was divided between convulsion and affection. 
Then he smiled grimly on his attentive and obedient crew, speak- 
ing with his wonted cheerfiilnew and authority. 

" Fill away the topsail — brace up and haul aft ! Trim evety- 
thing flat as boards, boys ; — yaa the dear hni^ in with the 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

' BeMech yoo. Blr. wei* yott imHenl •! ihU reUikNi T 

WuiTKa*! Tali. 

On the following morning the windows of the Lost in Rust 
ilenoied the presence of its owner. There was an air of melan- 
choly, yet of happiness, in the faces of many who were m^eu 
about the buildings and the grounds, as if a great good had 
been aoeompanied by some grave and qualifying circumstances 
of sorrow. The negroes wore an air of that love of the extraor- 
dinary, which is the concomitant of i}nK>rance, while those of the 
more fortunate chisa resembled men who retained a recollection 
of serious evils that were pa«(t* 

In the private apartment of the burgher, however, an inter- 
view took phioe which was charact4>rized by an air of deep con- 
cern. Tlie partii's wtro only the free-trader and the A Merman. 
But it was apparent, in the look of each, that they met like men 
who had interesting and serious matters U) discu««. Still, one 
accustomed to the expri*ssions of the human countenance mtirht 
have seen, that while the former was about to introduce topic* 
in which his feelings were powerfully enli.*ted, the other looked 
only to the grower interests of his c<>mm*rre. 

" My minutes are counte<l," said the mariner, stejtping into 
the centre of the room, and facing hi-* ciimf»anion. " That which 
is to be said, must be said briefly. Tl»e iiil^'t can only be |>as**H| 
on the riHinjr water, and it will ill con^^ult your opinions of pru- 
dence were I to tarrv, till the hue and cr^* that will ft>IIow the 
intelligence of that which ha^ lately hapit«>iiM in the offing, shall 
be heard in the rrovince." 

** Spoken with a rover's discretion ! This reserve will pi•^ 
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petuate friendship, which is naught weakened by your activity 
in our late uncomfortable voyage on the yardn and masta of 
Queen Anne's late cruiser. Well ! I wish no ill-luck to any 
loyal gentleman in Her Majesty's service ; but it is a thousand 
pities that thou wert not ready, now the coast ia dear, with a 
good heavy inward cargo ! The last vras altogether an affair of 
secret drawers and rich laces ; valuable in itself^ and profitable 
in the exchange : but the colony is sadly in want of certain 
articles that can only be landed at leisure/' 

'^ I come on other matters. There have been transactiotts 
between us, Alderman Van Beverout, that you little under- 
stand." 

^^ You speak of a small mistake in the hist mvoice ! — *liB all 
explained. Master Skimmer, on a second examination ; and thy 
accuracy is as well established as that of the Bank of England.'' 

^ E^stablished or not, let him who doubts cease to deal. — I 
have no otlier motto than * confidence,' nor any other rule but 
•justice.'" 

** Vou ovcmm my meaning, friend of mine. I intimate no 
suspicions ; but accuracy is the soul of commerce, as profit is ita 
object Clear accounts, with reasonable babinoeA, are the surest 
cements of business intimuoies. A little frankness operates, in a 
secret trade, like equity in the courts ; which re-establiahes the 
justice that the law has destroyed. — What is tliy purpose?" 

" It is now many yeans Alderman Van Beverout^ unce this 
secret trade was commenced between you and my predecessor, — 
he, whom you have thought my fatlier, but who only daimed 
that revered ap]H'llation by protecting the helpleasness and 
infancy of the orphan child of a friend." 

"The latter circumstance is new to me," returned the 
burgher, slowly bowing his head. ** It may explain oert^n 
levities which have not been without their embarrassment ' Hi 
five-and-twentv years, come AujnLst, Master Skimmer, and 
twelve of them have l)een under thy auspices. I will nottav 
that the adventun*s might not have been better managed ; as it 
is, they are tolerable. I am getting old, and tfaink of dosing 
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Ihe ral» and hazards of life— two or three, or, at the most, foor 
or ^ve lucky voyagefs must, I think, bring a final settleiiienl 
between us." 

"^ T ^ill be made sooner. I believe the history of my pre- 
decessor was no secret to you. The manner in which he wn^ 
driven from the marine of the Stuarts, on aoooant of his opposi- 
tion to tyranny; his refuge with an only daughter, in the 
colonies ; and his final recouree to the free-trade for a livelihood, 
have often been alluded to between us.^ 

*^ Hum — I have a good memory for business, Master Skimmer, 
but I am as forgetful as a new-made lord o( his pedigrfe, on all 
mattera that shoulil be overlooked. I dare say, however, it was 
as you have stated." 

** You know, tliat when my protector and predecessor aban* 
doned the land, he took h» all with him u|)on the water.** 

** He took a whoi<>somc and good-going schooner. Master 
Skimmer, with an assorted freight of chosen tobacco, well bal* 
lasted with stont^s from off the sea-f(hore. He was no f<K>lwh 
admirer of sea-green women and flaunting brigantines. Often 
did the royal cruisers mistake the worthy dealer for an industri- 
ous fisherman I " 

^ He had his humore, and I have mine. But you forget 
a part of the freiglit ho carried — a part tlutt was not the least 
valuable." 

** There might have been a bale of inarten^s furs — for the 
trade was just getting brink in that article." 

*^ There was a beautiful, an inmnvnt, and an a&ctionatc 
girl " 

Tlie aldennan made an involuntary' movenaent, which nearly 
hid his countenance from his companion. 

'* Tliore was, ind/N'<I, a Wautiful, and as you ssiy, a most 
wurm-heartiHl girl, in the cimcorn I" he uttenHl. in a voice 
thni was su1k1u(hI and ho.iiH«\ ** Shi* ditnl. a* I have hearti 
from thv^elf, Mft'^ter Skimmor, in the Italian vas. I never 
saw the fntluT after the last visit of lii^ child to this coasL" 

** She did die amon:; the islands of the MediierraneaiL But 
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the void she left in the hearts of all who knew her, was filled m 
time by her — daughter." 

The alderman started from his chair, and looking the 
free-trader intently and anxiously in the fiice, he slowly 
repeated the word — 

** Daughter !" 

^ I have said it. Eudora is the daughter of that injured 
woman — need I say, who is the fiithcr f " 

The butcher groaned, and covering his (ace with his handa, 
he sank back into his chair, shivering convulsively. 

^^ What evidence have I of this r he at length mattered — 
^ Eudora is thy sister T 

The answer of the free-trader was accompanied by a melai>- 
choly smile. 

^ You have been deceived. Save the brigantine, my being i» 
attached to nothing. When my own brave father fell by 
the side of him who protected my youth, none of my blood 
were left. I loved him as a father, and he called me son, while 
Eudora was passed upon you as the child of a second marriage. 
But here is sufficient evidence of her birth.*^ 

The alderman took a paper which his companion put gravely 
into his hand, and his eyes ran eagerly over its contents. 
It was a letter to himself from the mother of Eudora, written 
after the birth of the latter, and ^ith the endearing affection of 
a woman. The love between the young merchant and the 
fair daughter of his secret correspondent had been less criminal 
on his part than most similar connexions. Nothing but 
the peculiarity of their situation, and the real embarrassment of 
introducing to the world one whose existence was unknown 
to his friends, and tlieir mutual awe of the unfortunate but still 
proud |)arcnt, had prevented a lojrd marriage. Tlie simple 
formn of the colony were easily satisfied, and there was even 
some reason to raise a question whether they had not been suffi* 
ciently consulted to render the ofT!t]>rini; legitimate. As Myntlert 
Van Ikverout, ther«»fore, read the epwtle of her whom he luwl 
onoe so truly loved, and whose loss had, in more tenses than 
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one, been to him an irreparable misfortune, Aince hU cliaraeter 
might have yielded to her irentlc and healthful influencei 
his limbs trembled, and his whole frame bctrajcHl the violence 
of extreme agitation. The lantjruage of the dying woman wna 
kind and free from reprorich, but it wa8 Holemn and admo- 
nitory. She commuuicaUHl the birth of their child; but she 
letl it to the disiMwiUon of her own father, while »he apprised 
the author of its being of iUi existence ; and in tlie event of its 
ever being consigned to his cans she earnestly recommended it 
to his love. The close was a leave-taking, in which the linger- 
ing affections of tills life were placed in mournful contrast to the 
ho])es of the future. 

^ Why has this so long been hidden from me !*^ demanded 
the agitated merchant — ^ VVhy, O reckless and fearless man ! 
have I been permitted to ex{>ose Uie frailtii's of nature to my 
own child T* 

Tlie smile of the free-trader was bitter and proud. 

" Mr. Van l^verout, we are no dealers of the short royage. 
Our trade is the concern of lift* ; our world, the Water-Witch* 
As we have so little of the inten*»its of the land, our philosophy 
is above its weakness<'s. The birth of Ewlora was concealed 
from you, at the will of her fpimd father. It mij^ht have been 
n^seutment; — it might have Uh'U pride, — Had it lK»en affection, 
the girl has tliat to ju^^tify the fraud.** 

'* And Eudora, herself i — I>oos she~-or has she long known 
the truth ?"* 

^ Hut lately. Since the death of our common friend, the girl 
has been solely de|^ndent on me for counvl and protection. 
It is now a year sina< she first learned she was not my sister. 
Until then, like you, she supfnised us e«jually derived from one 
who was the ]iarent of neither. Necessity has compelled me, of 
late, to k(H'p her much in the brigantine.^ 

" The retribution Is righteonn T* groaned tlie .\lderman, " 1 
am punished for my pusillanimity, in the degradation of my 
own child T 

The step of Uie fnv -trader, as he advanc<yl nearer to his cam- 
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panioii, was full of dignity ; and his koen eye glowed with the 
resentment of an offended nian. 

*' Alderman Van lieverout," he said, with stem rebnke io hfe 
voice, ^' you receive your daughter, stainless as was her unlbr- 
tunate mother, when necessity compelled him whose being waE 
wrapped up in hers, to trust her beneath your roof. We of the 
contraband have our own opinions of rif^ht and wrong : and my 
gratitude, no less than my principles, teaches roe that th« 
descendant of my benefactor is to be protected, not injurpd. 
Had I, in truth, been the brother of Eudora, language and con- 
duct more innocent could not have been shown her, than thai 
she has both heard and witnessed while guarded by mj 
care," 

*' From my soul, I thank thee T bur&t from tlie lips of th« 
Alderman, ** The girl shall be acknowledged ; and with such 
a dowry as I can give, she may yet hope hr a suitable and 
honorable marriage.'* 

** Thou may'st bestow her on thy fiivorite Patroon,** returned 
the Skimmer, with a calm but sad eye. ^ She is more than 
worthy of all ho can return. The man is willing to take her, 
for he is not ignorant of her sex and history. That much 1 
thought due to Eudora herself, when fortune placed the young 
man in my power." 

^Tliou art only too honest for this wicked world, M»eter 
Skimmer I Let me see the loving pair, and bestow my blemng 
on the instant T 

Tlie free-trader turned slowly away, and, opening a door, he 
motioned for those within to enter. Alida instantly appeared, 
leading the counterfeit Seadrift, clad in the proper attire of her 
sex. Although the burgher had often seen the supposed sister 
of the Skimmer in her female habiliments, she never before had 
iitruck him as a being of so rare beauty as at that moment. 
The silken whiskers had been removed, ati«l in their places wt*re 
bumiii<; che<>kH, that wen* rather enrichotl than discolored by 
the warm touches of the sun. The dark gltNwy ringlets, that 
were no longer artfully cunvvrUd to the pur|KiM9 of tlie 
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quonulo, f(>ll naturally in ciirU about tho tcropleft and browA, 
shading a oounttMianco which in ^•ncral wa8 playfully arvh, 
though at that moment it wha shadowed by reflection and fi^i*!* 
ing. It is M'ldora that two such lM*ingt are st^en tof^ether, as 
tho^e who now knelt at the fei^t of the merchant. In the breast 
of the latter, the accustomed and Usting love of tiio uncle and 
protector ap{)eared, for an instant, to struggle witli the new- 
born affection of a parent Nature was too strong for even his 
blunted and |K*rverted sentiments ; and, calling hui child 
aloud by name, the selfish and calculating Alderman sank u|K>n 
the neck of Eudora, and wept It would have Wn difticult to 
trace the emotions of the stem but oWn*ant free-trader, as he 
M'atdied the progn^ss of tliis scene. DMtra<*t, uneasiness, and 
finally, melancholy, were in his eye. With the latter expression 
predominant, he quitted the room, like one who felt a stranger 
had no right to witness emotions so sacred. 

Two hours later, and tlie principal |H'rsonages of the narrative 
were ass<'mbled on the margin o( the Cove, b<'iieath the shade 
of an oak that scvmed c<>evul with the continent, Tlie brigan- 
tine was a weigh ; and, under a Hirht sh(»w of canvas she was 
making easy stretches in the little Iwisin, ri*si>mbling, by the ea^» 
and grace of her movements, some beautiful swan sailing up and 
down in tlie enjoyment of its instinct. A boat had just touched 
the shore, and the ^ Skimmer of tlie Seas'* stood near, stretching 
out a hand to aid the Im>v Zephvr to Und. 

'* We subjtH.*ts of the elements ari» slaves to suften^tition,'* 
he said, when the Hght foot of tlie child touched the ground. 
** It w the conse<|ueuoe of liv«*s which ceaM'l«*sj»ly prfM^nt dang«^ra 
superior to our powers. For many years have I U*lieved tliat 
some great gtKxl, or some greater evil, would acct>m]iauy the 
6rHt visit of thi^ bov to the hind. For the first time, his ftN4 now 
stands on solid earth. I await the fulfilment <if the atij^iry !** 

** It will be happy," n»tumed Ludlow -*' AliiU and Eudora 
will instruct him in the opinions of this simple and fortunati* 
(country, and he seemeth one hkely to do early cnslit to hb 
sdiooting.** 
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** I fear the boy will regret the lessons of the sea-green ladj ! 
— Captain Ludlow, there is jet a duty to perfbnn, which, as a 
man of more feeling than you may be disposed to acknowledge, 
I cannot neglect I have understood that you are accepted by 
Ui belle BarbTrie r 

*^ Such is my happiness.'* 

^ Sir, in dispensing with explanation of the past you have 
shown a noble confidence, that merits a return. When I camo 
upon this coast, it was witli a determination of establishing the 
claims of Eudora to the protection and fortune of her father. If 
I distrusted the influc*uce and hostility of one so placed, and so 
gifted to })ersuadc, as this lady, you will remember it was before 
acquaintance had enabled me to estimate more than her beauty. 
She was seized in her pavilion by my agency, and transported 
as a captive to the brigautine.*' 

^ I had believed her acquainted with the history of her 
cousin, and willing to aid in some fantasy wluch was to lead to 
the present happy restoration of the latter to her natord 
friends." 

** You did her disinterestedness no more than justice. Aa 
some atonement for the personal wrong, and as the ^>eediest 
and surest means of appeasinic her alarm, I made my capCtve 
acquainted with the £Eicts. Eudora then heard, also for the fint 
time, the history of her origin. The endence was inesirtibie» 
and wo found a generous and devoted friend where we had 
expected a rival.^' 

^I knew that Alida could not prove less generous!'* eried 
the admiring Ludlow, raising the hand of the blushing girl to 
his lips. ^ The loss of fortune is a gain, by showing her tme 
character!*' 

** Hist — ^hist — ** interrupted the Alderman — ^ there is little 
need to proclaim a loss of any kind. Wliat must be done id 
the way of natural justice, will doubtless be submitted to; but 
why let nil in the cx>lony know how much or how little is gireo 
with a bride r** 

^ The loM of fortune will be amply met,** returned the free* 
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tmder. ^ Theee bags contain gold. The dowry of my charge 
IS ready at a momonfs wamin^r, whenever fthe shall make 
known her choice/* 

** Success and prudence ! ^ exdaimed the burgher. ^ Then* ii^ 
no less than a roost commendable iurethought in thy proviftion, 
MaAter Skimmer; and whatever may be the opinion of the 
Exchequer Judges of thy punctuality and credit^ it is mine that 
there are less renponsible men about tlie Bank of Enghind 
itself 1 — ^This money is, no doubt, that which tlie girl can Uw- 
fully claim in right of her late grandfinther !** 

'*Itis.'* 

^ I take this to be a fiivorable moment to speak pbunly on m 
subject which » very near my heart, and which may as well bo 
broached under such fiivorable auspices as under any other. I 
nndentand, Mr. Van Staat^, that, on a further examination of 
your sentiments towards an old friend, you are of opinion thai a 
closer alliance than Uie one we had contemplated will most 
conduce to your happiness T 

** I will Hcknowled^ tlmt the coldness of la belle Barb^ri«* hwi 
damped my own warmth,** returned the Patroon of Kindorlnx^k, 
who rari'ly delivered hims^'If of more, at a time, than the 
oocasion required. 

^ And, furthermore, I have ))con told. Sir, that an intimacy 
<*f a fortnight ha^ given you reavon to fix your afiections on my 
daufl^hter, whoM" l>eauty is hereilitary, and whoso fortune i^ not 
likely to be diminlnhed by tliiM act of jwttici* on the paK of that 
upright and gallant mariner.** 

"To be n*ccived into the fa\or i>( vour fnmilv, Mr. Van 
IWerout, would leave me little to dt-sire in this lifo.** 

"And as for the other world, I ne\i*r li«'ard of a Patn¥>n oi 
Kinderhook ^\m <]id not leave us with c(>nifortahl«* ho|H<H f^nr tin* 
future ; as in n'a«4>n they shoultl, sina« fow families in the cokmv 
hare done mon» for the sup|H>rt of reli</ion than tli«'y. They 
gare Urifely to the I>iitch churvhcA in Manhattan ; have actually 
built, with th«*ir imu m*ans, three ver}* pretty brick editi«^s on 
tl)c Manor, imcIi having its Flemish «tA<»p]<» nnd suit-ibk* 

2(' 
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weatheroocks, besides having done something handsome towards 
the venerable structure in Albany. Eudora, my child: this 
gentleman is a particular friend, and as such I can pretame to 
recommend him to thy favor. You are not absolutely strangei> ; 
but, in order that you may have every occasion to decide impar- 
tially, you will remain here togt'ther for a month longer, which 
will enable you to choose vrithout distraction and omfnsion. 
More than this, for the present, it is unnecessary to say ; for it 
is my practice to leave all matters of this miagnitude entirely to 
Providence." 

The daughter, on whose speaking face the color went and 
came, like lights changing in an Italian sky, continued silent 

^ You have happily put aside the curtain whidi concealed a 
mystery that no longer gave me uneasiness," interrupted LfOdlow, 
addressing the free-trader. ^ Can you do more, and say whence 
came this letter ?" 

The dark eye of Eudora instantly lighted. She looked at 
the *^ Skimmer of the Seas," and laughed. 

** Twas another of those womanly artilices which have been 
practised in my brigantine. It was thought that a young 
commander of a royal cruiser would Iks less apt to watdi our 
movements, were his mind bent on the discovery of suck a 
correspondent" 

" And the trick has been practised before ?" 

'* I confess it. — But I can linger no longer. In a few minotes^ 
the tide will turn, and the inlet boconie inipamable. Eudora, we 
must decide on the fortunes of this child. Shall he to the ocean 
agiuD ? — or shall ho remain, to ysiry his lift* with n landsman*s 
chances ?*' 

"\\'ho and what in the boy?"* gravely demanded the 
Alderman. 

" One dear to both," rejoined the free-trader. •* llis fatb^^r 
was my nearest friend, an<l his mother loni;^ watched the youth 
of Eudora. Until this moment, he has been our mutual carv, — 
ho must now choose betwo<»n us." 

" n<^ will not quit me T h.istily interrupted the alarmed Eu- 
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don— ^^ Thou art my iidopted son, and none can guide thy 
young mind like me. Thou hartt n(*cd of woman's tenderneia, 
Zephyr, and wilt not quit me t** 

** Let the child be the arbiter of his own (ate. I am credulous 
on the point of fortune, which is, at least, a happy belief for Ihc 
contrabaud." 

** Then let him speak. Wilt remain her<*, amid these smiling 
fields, to ramble among yonder gay and sweetly -scented flowers ? 
— or wilt thou back to the water, where all is vacant and with- 
out chan<^ f ' 

The boy look«.*d wihtfuUy into her anxious eye, then he bent 
his own hesitating glance on the calm features of the frei^trader. 

'* We can put to sea,** he said ; ^ and when wo make Uie 
homeward passage again, there will be many curious things for 
thee, Eudora !" 

^ But this may be the la^t opportunity to know the land of 
thy ancestors. Remember how terrible is the ocean in its anc^r, 
and how often the brigantine has U'en in danger of shipwreck !*^ 

^ NaT, that is womanish ! — 1 have been on the roval-rard in 
the squalls and it never set»med to me that there was danger.** 

^* Thou hast the uncunsciousm*sA and r^^liance of a ship- boy ! 
But those who are older, know that the life of a sailor is one of 
constant and imminent hazard. — Thou ha>t been among the 
ifthinds in the hurricane, and hast seen the power of the ele- 
ment** !" 

^ I was in the hurricane, and so was the brigantine ; and there 
you set* how taut and neat she is aloft, as if nothing had hap- 
pened I" 

^ And you saw as yesterday floating on the open sea, while a 
few ill-fastened s|)ars kept us from going into its depths !** 

^ Tlie spars floati'd, and you were not drowned ; else I should 
have wept bitterly, Eudora." 

^ But thou wilt i^> dei*p«'r into the country, and see more of 
its beauties — iti« rivers, and its mountains — its caverns and its 
woods. lien* all Is chaniri*, while the water is ever the same.** 

" Surely, Eudora, you forget strangely ! — Here it is all America, 
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This mountain is America ; yonder land across the baj » Ame- 
rica, and the anchorage of yesterday was America. When we 
shall run off the coast, the next land-fall will be England, or 
HoUand, or Africa; and with a good wind, we may mn down 
the shores of two or three countries in a day." 

^ And on them, too, thoughtless boy ! If yon lose this occa- 
sion, thy life will be wedded to hazard V* 

^ Farewell, Eiidora !** said the urchin, raiting his mouth to 
give and receive the parting kiss. 

'^Eudora, adieu !" added a deep and melancholy voice, at her 
elbow. ^ I can delay no longer, for my people show symptoms 
of impatience. Should this be the last of my voyages to the 
coast, thou wilt not forget those with whom thou hast so kmg 
shared good and evil P 

'^Not yet| — ^not yet — ^you will not quit us yet! Leste me 
the boy — ^leave me some other memorial of the past, besideB 
this pain!" 

^My hour has oome. The wind is freshening, and I trifle 
with its &vor. Twill be better for thy hiq>pineBs that doim 
know the histoTy of the brigantine ; a few houia will draw a 
hundred curious eyes from the town upon us." 

^ What care I for their opinions ) — ^thou wilt nofr--eBmioi — 
leave me yet !" 

^Gladly would I stay, Endora, but a seaman^s home is his 
ship. Too much precious time is already wasted. Onoe mora* 
adieu r 

The dark eye of the girl gUnced wildly about her. It sewiiwl , 
as if in that one quick and hurried look, it dnnk in all that 
belonged to the land and its enjoyments. 

^ Whither go you !** she asked, scarce sufiering her voice to 
rise above a whisper. ^ Whither do you sail, and when do yon 
return f 

''I follow fortune. My return may be distant — new! — 
Adieu then, Eudora, — ^be happy with the friends that 
hath given thee V 

The wandering eyes of the giri of the sea became still 
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mttOtUed. She ||;nwpcd the offered band of the free-trader io 
both her own, and wrung it in an impamioned and unoonscioiM 
manner. Then releasing her hold, she oftened wide her arnia, 
and caat them eonvubiveiy about his unmoved and unyielding 
fi>nn. 

^ We will go together ! — I am thine, and thine only !** 

** Thou knowest not what thou aaye^t, Eudora f* gasped tlic 
Skimmer — ** Thou hast a lather — friend — husband *' 

** Away, away T cried the frantic j»irl, wA\ing her hand wildly 
towards Alida and the Patroon, who advanceil as if hurrying to 
rescue her from a precipice^—** Thine, and thine only P' 

The smuggler released himself from her phrensied grasp, and, 
with the strength of a giant, he held the strugi^ling girl at the 
length of his arm, while he endeavored to control the tempest 
of passion that struggled within him. 

** Think, for one moment, think T he said. ^ Thou wouldnt 
follow an ouU»At — an outlaws-one hunted and condemned of 
menT 

** Thine, and thine only T 

^ With a ship for a dwelling — the tempestuous ocean fior a 
world I— '• 

**Thy world is my world ! — thy home my home — thy dan- 
ger, mine P* 

The shout which buret out of the chest of the '^ Skimmer of 
the Seas^ was one of uncoutiolhible exultation. 

** Thou art mine T he cried. ** I^efore a tie like this, the daim 
of such a lather is forgottenl Burgher, adieu I — I will deal by 
thy daughter mon^ honestly than thou didst deal by my bene* 
factor's child !" 

Eudora was lifted from the ground as if her weight bad been 
that of a feather ; and, spite of a sudden and impeiuoQS move- 
ment of Ludlow and the Patroon, sh) was borne to the boat 
fn a moment the bark was afloat with the gallant boy tossing 
his aearcap upwards in triumph. The brigantine, as if ooMdous 
of what had passed, wore round like a whirling chariot ; and, 
era the spectators had tecorered from their eonfasioo and won- 



462 THE WATEK-WITCU. 

der, the boat was hanging at the tackles. The free-trader 
Been on the poop, with an arm cast about the form of Eudora, 
waving a hand to the motionless group on the shore, while the 
still half-unconscious girl of the ocean signed her fiunt adieus to 
Alida and her father. The vessel glided through the inlet, and 
was immediately rocking on the billows -of the surf. Tben^ 
taking the full weight of the southern breeze, the fine and at- 
tenuated spars bent to its force, and the progress of tlie swift- 
monng craft was apparent bj the bubbling line of iU wake. 

The day had begun to decline, before Alida and Ludlow quit- 
ted the lawn of the Lust in Rust For the firet hour, the dark 
hull of the brigantine was seen supporting the moving cloud of 
canvas. Then the low structure vanished, and s^l after sail 
settled into the water, until nothing was visible but a speck cif 
glittering white. It lingered for a minute, and was 8walk>wed 
in the void. 

The nuptials of Ludlow and Alida were touched with a shade 
of melancholy. Natural affection in one, and professional sym- 
pathy in the other, had given them a deep and lasting inteneat 
in the fate of the adventurers. 

Years passed away, and months were spent at the villa^ in 
which a thousand anxious looks were cast upon the ocean. Each 
morning, during the early months of summer, did Alida hasten 
to the windows of her pa\ilion, in the hojie of seeing the vessel 
of the contraband anchored in the Cove : — ^but alwap without 
success. It never returned ; — and though the rebuked and dis- 
appointed Alderman caused many secret inquiries to be made 
along the whole extent of the American const, he nerer again 
heard of tlio renowned ** Skimmkr or thx Sb aa,** or of b» mttU*h- 
l«w Water- WiTcn. 



